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THE CONSTITUTION— 

BOOK FOURTH 

V'ARENNES 


CHAPTER I 

EASTER AT SAINT-CLOUD 

The French. Monarchy may now therefore be considered as, in 
all human probability, lost ; as struggling henceforth in blind- 
ness as well as wealmess, the last light of reasonable guidance 
having gone out. Wliat remains of resources their poor 
Majesties will waste still further, in uncertain loitering and 
wavering. Mirabeau himself had to complain that they only 
gave him half confidence, and always had some plan within his 
plan. Had they fled frankly with him to Rouen or any- 
whither, long ago I They may fly now with chance immeasur- 
ably lessened ; which will go on lessening towards absolute 
zero. Decide, O Queen ; poor Louis can decide nothing : 
execute this Flight-project, or at least abandon it. Corre- 
spondence with Bouille there has been enough ; what profits 
consulting and hypothesis, while all around is in fierce activity 
of practice ? The Rustic sits waiting tih the river run dry ; 
alas, with you it is not a common river, but a Nile Inundation ; 
snows melting in the unseen mountains ; till aU, and you 
where you sit, be submerged. 

Many things invite to flight. The voice of Journals invites ; 
Royalist Journals proudly hinting it as a threat, Patriot Journals 
rabidly denouncing it as a terror. Mother Society, waxing 
more and more emphatic, invites ; — so emphatic that, as was 
prophesied, Lafayette and your limited Patriots have ere long 
to branch off from her, and form themselves into Feuillans ; 
with infinite public controversy ; the victory in which, doubt- 
ful though it look, will remain with the «nlunited Mother. 

VOL. II. A Moreover, 



VAIIENXES 


MK)K H Sroreovcr.ever since the Day o! ronianlj,wc have seen unhtntteti 
Apnl 1791 PatnotisTj openly equipping itself with arms Citizens tlented 
‘ activitj,’ which is facetiously made to signify o certain weight 
of purse, cannot buy blue uniforms, and be Guardsmen; but 
man is greater than blue cloth ; man can Cght, if need be. in 
multiform cloth, or even almost without doth, — os Sansculotte 
So ptkea continue to be hammered, whether those Dirks of 
improscd structure with barb* be ‘meant for the '\\cst Indus 
marlet, 'or not meant 3f en bea t, ifte wrong way , their plough- 
shares into swords. Is Uicre not what we may call an * Austrian 
Committee,* ConiU Aufnchien, sitting tiaily and nightly m the 
Tuilcnes T Patnolism, by vuion and suspicion, knows ft loo 
well I If the King fly, will there not be Aristocrat Austrian 
invasion : butchery ; replacement of Feudalism ; wars more 
than CIS il ? The hearts of men are saddened and maddened 
Dissident I’ncsts likewise give trouble enough Kvpelled 
from their Parish Cliurchcs, where Constitutional Priests, 
c!ect«l by tlie l*ubhc, base replaced them, these unhappy 
pertons resort to Consents of Nuns, or other such rccepUele*; 
and there, on Sabbath, collecting awembkages of Anti Consti- 
tutional indisiduals, who hase grown desout all on a sudden,' 
they worship pretend to worship m their stmit faced con- 
tumacious manner: to the scandal of Patriotism Dissident 
Priests, potimg along with their sacretl wafer for tlie dying, 
seem wishful to be moisacres! in the streets ; wherein I’alnotism 
will not gratify them. Mighter palm of martjTdom. however, 
sliall not be denied . iharij’rdom not of massacre, yet of fusti 
gation At the refractory places of worsliip. Patriot men 
appear; Patriot women with strong hazel wands, which they 
apply . Shut thy ei*^. O Ileader , see not this misery, peeuhar 
to these faler times, — of marly nlom without sincerity , with 
only cant and contumacy I A dead Catholic Church Is not 
al'imol to he dead; no. It is gahantied into the detestableit 
death life; wherral Ilumarily, we say, shuts tU eye*, lor 
the Patriot women take their hazel wands, and fustigatr, 
a Tth} faughtcf c! i/f*tanf3er% with arnty : hmad Iwllrm of 
Pnrsts ; alas. Nuns loo, reversetl and ecttlLmt rtirmutit t The 
National Guard does wLai it can i Jlurleipahty 'invokes the 
rnneiples of ToJrralton * ; grants DtsudcTt wordiJppers the 
Ou rvik of Ihe TiA-'icj • proenhtag proteeth’ti Hut l» M to 
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no purpose : at lire door oi tlmt TMaiins Churcli appears a 
Placard, and suspended atop, like’ Plebeian Consular jasccs—o, 
Bundle of Bods 1 The Principles of Toleration must do the 
best they may : but no Dissident man shall worship contuma- 
ciously ; there is a Phhisciiwn to that effect ; which, though 
unspoken, is like the laws oi the Modes and Persians. Dissident 
contumacious Priests ought not to be harboured, even in 
private, by any man : the Club of the Cordeliers openly de- 
noimces Sfajesty himself as doing it.’ 

IMany tilings invite to flight : but probably this thing above 
all others, that it has become impossible 1 On the 15th of 
April, notice is given that his Majesty, u'ho has suffered much 
from eatarrh lately, will enjoy the Spring weather, for a few 
days, at Saint-Cloud. Out at Saint-Cloud ? Wisliing to 
celebrate his Easter, his PtiQucs or Pasch, there ; with refractory 
Anti-Constitutional Dissidents ? — ^Yishing rather to make off 
for Compiegne, and thence to the Frontiers ? As were, in 
good sooth, perhaps feasible, or would once have been ; nothing 
but some two chasseurs attending you ; chasseurs easily cor- 
rupted 1 It is a pleasant possibility, execute it or not. l^Ien 
say there arc thirty thousand Chevaliers of the Poniard lurking 
in the woods there : lurldng in the woods, and thirty thousand, 
— ^for the human Imagination is not fettered. But now, how 
easily might these, dashing out on Lafayette, snatch off the 
Hereditary Representative ; and roll away nith him, after the 
manner of a whirl-blast, whither thepr listed 1 — ^Enough, it 
were well the King did not go. Lafayette is forewarned and 
forearmed : but, indeed, is the risk his only ; or his and all 
France’s ? 

Monday the eighteenth of April is corner the Easter Journey 
to Saint-Cloud shall take effect. National Guard has got its 
orders ; a First Division, as Advanced Guard, has even marched, 
and probably arrived. His Majesty’s Maison-bouche, they say, 
is all busy stewing and frying at Saint-Cloud; the King’s 
dinner not far from readj’- there. About one o’clock, the Royal 
Carriage, with its eight royal blacks, shoots stately into the 
Place du Carrousel ; draws up to receive its royal burden. 
But hark I from the neighbouring Church of Saint-Roch, the 
tocsin begins ding-dong-ing. Is the King stolen, then ; is he 
going ; gone ? Multitudes of persons crowd the Carrousel : 

' Newspapers of April and June 1791 (in //»>/. Pari. ix. 449 j x. 217). 


CHAP. I 
April 17.01 
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varennes 


BOOK the no)*al Camsge stlU itands there; — end, by Ilearcn’* 
Afftl 1T9I strength, shall stand I * 

Lafaj*ctte comes up, with aides-de-camp and cmtorj ; per 
vading the groups * To wrs rota,’ onstrcT the groups, *the 
King shall not go ’ 3Iot»icur appears, at an upper snndow • 
ten thousand voices bray and shnek, * otis ne rouZons par ftie 
le Itn parte' Their Alajesties ha\e mounted Crack go the 
whips ; but twcnlj Patriot anns Iiave seircd each of the eight 
bndles ' there is rcanng rocking, voafc"^ition , not the ttnallest 
headtrs) In vain does lAfaj-ct tc fret, indignant ; and pero- 
rate and sins e • Patnots in the passion of terror bellow round 
the Rojal Carnage , it is one Wlowing »ca of Patnot terror 
run frantic A\ill Ilojalt^ fij off towards Austria, like a lit 
rocket, towards endless Chnflsgration of CivD tVar ? Stop it, 
3 e Patnots m the name of Heaven I Rude voices pas3ionatel> 
apostrophise Rojal 1% itself Usher Cam pan and other the 
like oITicial persons, pressing forward with help or advice, we 
clutched by the sashes, and hurtesl and whirled in a confu»e<l 
penlous manner , so that her ^fs|estj has to plead pas«onat«?fr 
from the carnage window 

Order cannot be hcanl, cannot be followed ; National Guards 
know not how to aeU Centre Grenadiers, of the Obscnatoirc 
Rsltalion, arc there , not on dutj , alas, in quasi mutin) , 
speaking rude disobeslienl wonli, Uirratentng the mounte«l 
(•iiards With sfiarp shot if thej hurt the people Ijifaj-cttc 
mounts and durnotints , runs haranguing panting , on the 
verge of despair lor an hour and three~f;uarters . 'seven 
quarters of an hour,* bj the Tmlenes Clock I I><sperale 
lAfsjetle will open a passage were it by the cannon’s mouth, 
if hit tfajest) wilt tJtdcr Theif Majesties counselled to it 
by Rosalitt fnendt b> IVnol foes, ditmounl , and retire 
in with heal 5 imbgnanl heart, git mg up the cntefpnse 
.tfouea ieiie^e mav eat that cwktil dinner ihemiielves W* 
Maj(-i»v sliall not see Saint Cloud this ilsy, — nor any dar ‘ 

TTl e pall'clle fal ’e of impmonmeni In ore's own Palace has 
l<eef»me a sail /act, then 1 ^faje-itv ronplams to Assembly t 
Manlnpali’y deJdiemtef, propov-s to petition or address; 
*wet5ons respond with sullen bmntj of regstlon Ijsfayette 
f! down hit ConmUs'on , appears in civic pepper and tall 
frock , and earno* W flsltertd back again , not In less than 
♦ Jn »t » 1 1 / rf /vr It. e- I*. 
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three days ; and by \mlieard-of entreaty ; National Guards 
kneeling to liim, and declaring that it is not sycophancy, that 
they are free men loieeling herb to the Statue of Liberty. For 
the rest, those Centre Grenadiers of the Observatoire are dis- 
banded, — yet indeed are reinlisted, all but fourteen, under a 
new name, and with new quarters. The King must keep his 
Easter in Paris ; meditating much on this singular posture of 
things ; but as good as determined now to fly from it, desire 
being whetted by difficulty. 


CHAPTER II 

EASTER AT PARIS 

For above a year, ever since March 1790, it would seem, 
there has hovered a project of Flight before the royal mind ; 
and ever and anon has been condensing itself into something 
like a purpose ; but this or the other difficulty always vaporised 
it again. It seems so full of risks, perhaps of civil war itself ; 
above all, it cannot be done without effort. Somnolent lazi- 
ness will not serve : to fly, if not in a leather vache, one must 
verily stir onesfelf . Better to adopt that Constitution of theirs ; 
execute it so as to show all men that it is fnexecutable ? Better 
or not so good ; surely it is easier. To §11 difficulties you need 
only say, There is a lion in the path, behold your Constitution 
will not act I For a somnolent person it requires no effort to 
counterfeit death, — as Dame de Stacl and Friends of Liberty 
can see the King’s Government long doing? jaisanl la mart. 

Nay now, when desire whetted by difficulty has brought the 
matter to a head, and the royal mind no longer halts between 
two, what can come of it ? Grant that poor Louis were safe 
with BouiU6, what, on the whole, could he look for there ? 
Exasperated Tickets of Entry answer ; Much, all. But cold 
Reason answers : Little, almost nothing. Is not loyalty a law 
of Nature ? ask the Tickets of Entry. Is not love of your 
King, and even death for him, the glory of all Frenchmen, 
except these few Democrats ? Let Democrat Constitution- 
builders see what they will do without their Keystone ; and 
France rend its hair, having lost the Hereditary Repi’esentative ! 

Thus 


CHAP. I 
April 1701 



c 


VARENKES 


BOOK 1' Thus lull Kmg Louis fly ; one sees not reasonablj towards 
1751 whaK A5 a mallreatod io}, shall vre say, who, haTing a 
Stepmother, rushes sulky into the wide world ; and will wring 
the paternal heart ? — Poor Ixtuis escapes from known un* 
suppoTtahle evils, to an unknown mixture ol good and evil, 
coloured bj Uope He goes, ns Rabelais did when dying, to 
seek a great ^Ia^ be* 7 c row chereher tin grend Peut~itret 
As not onlj the sulkj Boj but the wise grown 5Ian is obliged 
to do, 50 often, in emergencies 

For the rest, there is stDl no lack of stimulants, and step- 
dame maltreatments, to keep one’s resolution at the due pitch 
Factious disturbances cease not* as indeed how can thej, 
unless authontatii clj conjured, in a Revolt which is bj nature 
bottomless T — If the ceasing of faction be the price of the 
King's somnolence, he maj awake when he will and take wing 

Remark, in anj case, what somersets and contortions a dead 
Catholicism 15 making, — skilfully galvanised . hideous, and 
even piteous, to behold t Jurant and Dissident, with their 
shaved crowns, argue frothing cier 5 T»herc; or are ceasing to 
argue, and stripping for battle In Pans was scourging wlule 
nt^ continued- contrariwise, m the Jtorbihan of Bnttany, 
without scourging, armed Peasants are up, roused bj pulpit 
dram, the> know not why General Dumounez, who lias got 
missioned thitherward, finds all m sour heat of darkness ; 
finds also that explanation and conciliation will still do 
much.' 

But again, consider this • that his Ilohness, Pius Sixth, has 
seen go^ to excommunicate Bidiop Talleyrand 1 Surely, we 
Will say then, considering it, there is no living or dead Church 
in the Earth that has not the indubitablest ngbt to excom- 
municate Tallei-rand Pope Pius has right and might, m 
his way. But Iralj so likewise has Father Adam, o-ilcranf 
■Ifarquia Saint nuroge, m his was Behold, therefore, on the 
Fourth of Ma\ , m the Palais Roj-al, a mixed loud sounding 
multitude , in the middle of whom. Father Adam, bull voiced 
Samt llufogc in white hat, tower* nsible and audible Ililb 
him. It is said, walks Journalist Gorsas, walk manj others of 
the washed sort ; for no authority will interfere Pius Sixth, 
with hts plush and tiara, and power of the Ke}% they bear 
aloft- of natural site,— -made of lath and combustible gum 

• Amit T 4l»'lt t tt. «■ 5- 


Roi-oo, 
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Royou, the King’s Friend, is borne too in effigy ; with a pile CHAP. ll 
ot Newspaper King's-Fricnd^, cond'emned Numbers of the Ami- 
du-Roi I fit fuel of the sacrifice. Speeches are spoken ; a 
judgment is held, a doom proclaimed, audible in bull-voice, 
towards the four winds. And thus, amid great shouting, the 
holocaust is consummated, under the summer sky ; and our 
lath-and-gum Holiness, with the attendant victims, mounts up 
in flame, and sinks down in ashe^ ; a decomposed Pope ; and 
right or might, among all the parties, has better or worse accom- 
plished itself, as it could.^ But, on the whole, reckoning from 
Martin Luther in the Market-place of Wittenberg to Marquis 
Saint-Huruge in this Palais Royal of Paris, what a journey 
have we gone ; into what strange territories has it carried us 1 
No Authority can now interfere. Nay Religion herself, mourn- 
ing for such things, may after all ask, Wlrat have I to do with 
them ? 

In such extraordinary manner does dead Catholicism somer- 
set and caper, skilfully galvanised. For, does the reader 
inquire into the subject-matter of controversy in this ease ; 
what the difference between Orthodoxy or My-doxy and 
Heterodoxy or Thy-doxy might here be ? My-doxy is, that 
an august National Assembly can equalise the extent of Bishop- 
ricks ; that an equalised Bishop, his Creed and Formularies 
being left quite as they were, can swear Fidelity to King, Law 
and Nation, and so become a Constitutional Bishop, Thy- 
doxy, if thou be Dissident, is that he cannot ; but that he must 
become an accursed thing. Human ill-nature needs but some 
Homoiousian ioia, or even the pretence of one ; and will flow 
copiously through the eye of a needle : thus always must 
mortals go jargoning and fiuning, • 

And, like the ancient Stoics in their porches. 

With fierce dispute maintain their churches. 

This Aulo-da-ji of Saint-Huruge’s was on the Fourth of May 
1791, Royalty sees it ; but says nothing. 

' IlisL ParL x» 99«I02. 


Chapter III 
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BOOK t\ 

ilij-Jont, * 

CHAPTER III 

COL NT FEUSEK 

Rotaltv, in fact, should, by this time, be far on with its 
preparations Unhappily itiu^h preparation is needful. Could 
a Ilereditary Representative be cameth in leather rccAe, how 
easj were it ! Rut it is not so 

New Clothes are needed , as usual, in all Epic transactions, 
were it in tlie gnnunest iron ages , consider * Queen Chnmhilde, 
with her surty sempstresses,’ m that iron Nibelungen Song I 
No Queen can stir without new clothes Therefore, now. 
Dame Campan whisks assiduous to this mantua maker and to 
that ' and there is clipping of frocks and gowns, upper dothes 
and under, great and small , such a dipping and sewing os — 
might have been dispensed with Slorcovcr, her Jlajcsty 
cannot go a step anywhither without her AVeewaire; dear 
Nicessatret of inlaid ivory and rosewood; cunningly devised; 
which holds perfumes, toUetta-unplcmcnts, infinite small quccn- 
hke furnitures necessary to terrestrial life Not without a 
cost of some fis e hundred louts, of much prcaous tune, and diffi 
cult liood winking whidi docs not blind, can this same Neces- 
sary of life be forwarded by Uie Flanders Carriers — nescr to 
get to hand* All which, jou would say, augurs ill for the 
prospering of the enteVpnsc But the whims of women and 
queens must be humour^ 

RouiU^. on hts side, is making a fortified Camp at Mont- 
m6di : gathering Roj'al Allemand, and all manner of other 
German and true J rench Troops thither, * to watch the 
Austrians ’ Ills "Majesty will not cross the frontiers, unless 
on compulsion Neither shall tlie Emigrants be much em- 
ploj ed. hateful ns thej are to all people * Nor shall old war- 
go<l Broglie Imve anj hand m the business; but solely emr 
brase lloinlli; to whom, on the daj of meeting, a 3far8half 
Baton shall be delivered, b) a rescued King, amid the shouting 
oI all the troops In the meanwhile. Pans being so sospiaous, 
were It not perliaps good to wnte j*our Foreign AmUiusadon 
an ostcTuible Constitutional Letter; dcsinng all Kings and 

* Caaipaa, IL c. it, * thyuHf IL C. t» 
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men to take heed that King Louis loves the Constitution, that CHAP. Ill 
he has voluntarily svrom, and dods again swear, to maintain Mny-Junc, 
the same, and will reckon those his enemies who affect to say 
otherwise ? Such a Constitutional Circular is despatched by 
Couriers, is communicated confidentially to the Assembly, and 
printed in all Newspapers ; with the finest effect.^ Simulation 
and dissimulation mingle extensively in human affairs. 

• 

Wo observe, bowever, that Count Fersen is often using his 
Ticket of Entry ; which surely he has clear right to do. A 
gallant Soldier and Swede, devoted to this fair Queen ; — as 
indeed the Highest Swede now is. Has not King Gustav, 
famed fiery Chevalier du Nord, sworn himself, by the old laws 
of chivalry, her Knight ? He will descend on fire-wings, of 
Swedish musketry, and deliver her from these foul dragons, — 
if, alas, the assassin’s pistol intervene not 1 

But, in fact. Count Fersen docs seem a likely young soldier, 
of alert decisive ways : he circulates widely, seen, unseen ; and 
has business on hand. Also Colonel the Duke de Choisbul, 
nephew of Choiscul the great, of Choiscul the riow deceased ; 
he and Engineer Goguelat are passing and repassing between 
Jletz and the Tuilcrics : and Letters go in cipher, — one of 
them, a most important one, hard to decipher ; Fersen having 
ciphered it in haste.“ As for Duke do Villequier, he is gone 
ever since the Daj^ of Poniards ; but his Apartment is useful 
for her Majesty. 

On the other side, poor Commandant Gouvion, watching at 
the Tuileries, second in National command, sees several things 
hard to interpret. It is the same Gouvion who sat, long 
months ago, at the Townhall, gazing helpless into that Insurrec- 
tion of Women; motionless, as the brave stabled steed when 
conflagration rises, till Usher Maillard snatched his drum.^ 

Sincerer Patriot there is not ; but many a shiftier. He, if 
Dame Campan gossip credibly, is paying some similitude of 
love-court to a certain false Chambermaid of the Palace, who 
betrays much to him : the Ndeessaire, the clothes, the packing 
of jewels,^ — could he understand it when betrayed. Helpless 
Gouvion gazes with sincere glassy eyes into it ; stirs up his 

* Mofii/iur, Stance du 23 Avril 1791. 

- Choiscul, Jiehtion du Dipart dc Louis XVI {Vsith, 1822), p. 30. 

5 Campan, i. 141. 

sentries 
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BOOK I\ sentnes to vigilaticc ; 'vralLs restless to and fro ; and hopes 
Jiin« 20-21, the best. * 

But, on the whole, one find* that, in the second ivcek of 
June, Colonel de ChoiseuI is privately m Pans ; having come 
* to see his children ’ Also that Fcrsen has got a stupendous 
new Coach built, of tlie kind named Berime i done bj the 
first artists; according to a model* they bnng it home to 
him, m Cboiscul’s presence;, the two friends take a proof, 
dnve m it, along the streets ; in meditahve mood ; then send it 
up to * Madame Sullivan's, m the Hue de Clichy,' far North, to 
wait tliere till wanted Apparcntl} a certain Russian Baroness 
de Korff, with Waiting woman, Valet, and two Children, will 
trascl homewards with some state m whom these joung 
military gentlemen take interest T A Passport has been pro- 
cured for her ; and much assistance shoivn, %vith Coachbuildcrs 
and suchlike;— so helpful polite arc joung nuhtarj men. 
Fcrsen has likewise purchased a Chaise fit for two, at least 
for two waiting maids ; further, certain nccessarj horses • one 
would laj, he is hiraseU quilting France, not without outlaw T 
^\e observe finally that their Majesties, Heaven willing, will 
assist at CorpUJ CAnsfi Day this blessed Summer Solstice, in 
Assumption Cliurch, here at Pans, to the joy ol all the world 
For which same day, moreover, brave B0U1II6, at JIcU, as we 
find, has invited a party of tnends to dinner; but indeed ts 
gone from home, in the interim cn er to SlontmWi 

These arc of the Phenomena, or ^ isua! Appearances, ol this 
wide-working terrestruU world : which truly is all phenomenal, 
what thej call spectral ; and never rests at any moment ; one 
nc> cr at anj moment can know whj . 

On Monday night, the Twentieth of June 1701, about 
eleven o’clock, there ts many a hacknej -coach, and glass-coach 
{cerroite de remue), lUlI rumbling, or at rest, on the streets of 
Pans But of all glass-coaches, wc recommend tins to thee, 
O reader, which stands drawn up in the Buo de rEchclIe, 
liard b\ the Carrousel and outgatc of the Tuilcnes; m the 
Uue de I EcheUc that then was , * opposite Ronsin tlic saddler's 
door,' ns if waiting for a fare tliere I Not long docs It waits 
a hooded Dame, with two hooded children has issued from 
Villcquier's door, where no sentry walks. Into the Tuilcnes 
Court of Pnnees ; Into Uie Carrousel; into the Bue cfe 

lEchelle: 
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COtINT FKIISEN 

VIsclicllc; 'whcro the GUi^is-conchiDrin readily ndiniLs them; CHAP, til 
and aijain wails. Not lonjt ; another Dame* likewise hooded 
or shroudcHl, Icntunp on u servant, issues in the same manner; 
bids the servatd ^ood-nighl ; and is. in the same mumter, by 
the Glnss^eonehman, ehcerfuHy admitted. \Vluthcr so 
many Dames? ’Tis his Majesty’s CWr//<V, Majesty just, ('one 
to bed. and all the ralnee^world is relirinjr home. Hut. the 
Gla«:s-eoaehman still wails ; h\s b^rc seeminjdy incomplete. 

lly and hy, we notc*i Ihicksel Individuid. in ro\md hal and 
peruke, nnn-in-arm with some servant, seeminply of the Runner 
or Courier sort ; he nho iss\ics through Vitlequier’s door ; start*; 
a shoehucklc as he passes one of the sentries, sloops down to 
clasp it npnin ; is however, by the (Jlnss-eoaebman, still more 
cheerfully admitted. And m?:r, is his fare complete? Kol 
yel; the Glass»eonrhmm\ still wails* — ^.Alas ! and the false 
Chamhennaid has warned (^ot^vion that uhc thinks the Royal 
Fannly will lly this very night ; and (ionvion, dislrnsling his 
own glared eyes, has sent cxprt'ss for bnfnyelte : and Lafayette’s 
Carriage, flaring willi liglits, rolls this moment through the inner 
Arch of the Carro\»sel.‘— where a Lady shaded \n hroad gypsy* 

Imt, and leaning on the ann of a ‘'Crvant. also of the Runner 
or Courier sort, stands a*^ide to lot it pass, and has even the whim 
to touch n spo!:e of it with her Hlllc magic rod 

which she calls hadiur, sueh ns the Ikautiful ilicn wore. The 
flare of Lafayette’s Carriage rolls past : all is found cjuiol in 
the Courl-ofdVinecs ; sentries al their post ; Majesties' Apart- 
ments closcil in smooth rest. Your false Chamhennaid must 
have been mistaken ? Watch Uiou, Gouvion, with Argtis’ 
vigilance ; for, of a tnilh, trcnelicry is within these walls. 

Rul wljcrc is the Lady that stood aside in 
touched the wheehspoke w ith her badinr ? O Render, Uml 
Lady that touched the wheehspoke was the Queen of France 1 
She has issued safe Ihnnigh tlu\t inner Arch, into the Carrousel 
itself ; hill not into the Rue do rDchclle, Flurried by the raUle 
and rencounter, she look the right hand not the left; neither 
she nor her Courier knows Fnris ; he indeed is no Courier, 
but a loyal stupid ci-ilci^ani Bodyguard disguised as one. They 
arc off, quite wrong, over the Pont Royal and River ; roaming 
disconsolate in the Rue du Bac ; far from the Glnss-coacliman, 
wdio still waits. Waits, with llullcr of heart ; with thoughts — 
wdiich he must button close up, under his jarvic-surloul ! 

Midnight 
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Jnne''0-*1, 
1701 


Midnight clangs from all the City steeples , one precious 
hour has been spent so , most mortals are asleep The Glass 
coachman waits , and m what mood 1 A brother jame drives 
up, enters into conversation , is answered cheerfully m jarviC' 
dialect the brothers of the whip exchange a pmch of snuff , ' 
decline dnnking together , and part with good lught Be 
the IIca\cns blest 1 here at length is the Queen ladj, m gypsy 
hat , safe after penis , who hw had to inquire her way She 
too u admitted, her Courier jumps alolt, as the other, who 
IS also a disguised Bodj guard has done and now, O Glass 
coachman of a thousand — Count Fersen for the Reader sees 
it IS thou — dnve 1 

Dust shall not stick to the hoofs of Fersen crack ! crack I 
the Gloss coach rattles and every soul breathes lighter But 
IS Fersen on the nght road T ^^orth-eastwaid to the Bamct 
of Saint Martin and 3Ictz Highway tliither were we bound 
and lo he dnves nght hiorthwanl I The royal Individual in 
round hat and peruke sits astomshed , but nght or wrong 
there is no remedy Crack, crack we go incessant through 
the slumbcnng City Seldom, since Pans rose out of mud, 
or the Longhaired Kings went in Bullock-carts, was there 
such a dnve XIortals on each liand of y ou close by stretched 
out honzontal dormant , and we olive and quaking 1 Crack, 
crack, tlirough the Rue dc Grammont across the Boulciord , 
up the Rue de la Chauss^c d Antin — these windows all silent, 
of Number 4'* were ^Iirabcau g Towards the Bamcr not of 
Saint Martin but of Clicliy on the utmost North 1 Patience 
ye royal Indmduali, I-crsen understands wliat he is about 
Passing up the Rue de ChcKy, he alights for one moment at 
Madame Sullivan s • * Did Count I ersen s Coachman get the 
Baroness de KorlTs new Berime ? * — ‘ Gone mlh it on hour 
and lialf ago’ grumbles responsive the drowsy Porter — *C'est 
bien* "kes it is well tliough had not such hour and half 
been lari it were still better Forth therefore O Fersen fast, 
by the Barrier de Chcliy , then Eastward along the Outer 
Boulcs ard what horses and whipcord can do 1 

Thus I ersen dnies through the ambrosial night Sleeping 
Pans Is now all on Uie nght hand of him , silent except for 
some tnonng hum and now he Is Eastward as far as Uie 
Bamcr de Saint Martm , looking earnestly for Baroness de 
* v>ci*t u. jr>* I rr- 41 ji. 


KorTs 
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Korff’s Berlinc. This Ilcavcn’s Bcrlinc he ni length docs CHAP. HI 
descry, drawn up with its six horses, his own German Conch- Juno 20-21, 


man waiting on the box. Riglit, thou good German : now 


1701 


haste, whither thou knowest ! — And as for us of the Glass- 


coach, haste too, 0 haste ; much time is already lost I The 
august Glass-coach fare, six Insides, hastily packs itself into 
the new Bcrlino ; two Bodyguard Couriers behind. The 
Glass-coach itself is turned adrift,, its head towards the City ; 
to wander whither it lista, — and be found next morning tumbled 
in a ditch. But Fersen is on the new box, with its brave new 


hammer-cloths ; flourishing his whip ; he bolts fonvard towards 
Bondy. There a third and fvnal Bodyguard Courier of ours 
ought surely to be, with post-horses ready ordered. There 
likewise ought that purchased Chaise, with the two Waiting- 
maids and their bandboxes, to be ; whom also her lilajesty 
could not travel without. Swift, thou deft Fersen, and may 
the Heavens turn it well 1 


Once more, by Heaven’s blessing, it is all well. Here is 
the sleeping Hamlet of Bondy ; Chaise with Waiting-w’omcn ; 
horses all rcadj% and postilions with their churn-boots, impa- 
tient in the dewy dawn. Brief harnessing done, the postilions 
with their churn-boots vault into the saddles ; brandish circu- 
larly their little noisy whips. Fersen, under his jarvic-surtout, 
bends in lowly silent reverence of adieu ; royal hands wave 
speechless inexpressible response ; Baroness dc ICorff’s Bcrlinc, 
with the Boj’alty of France, bounds off : for ever, ns it proved. 
Deft Fersen daslics obliquely Northward,* through the country, 
towards Bougret ; gains Bougret, finds his German Coachman 
and chariot Avaiting there ; cracks off, and dri%'es undiscovered 
into unloiown space. A deft active man, we say ; what he 
undertook to do is nimbly and successfully done. 


And so the Royalty of France is actually fled ? This precious 
night, the shortest of the year, it flics, and drives I Baroness 
dc Korfj is, at bottom. Dame dc Tourzcl, Governess of the 
Royal Children : she who came hooded witli the two hooded 
little ones ; little Dauphin ; little Madame Royale, known long 
afterwards as Duchesse d’AngoulGme. Baroness de Korff’s 
Waiting-maid is the Queen in gypsy-hat. The royal Individual 
in round hat and peruke, he is Valet for the time being. That 
other hooded Dame, styled TravcUing-com'panion, is kind Sister 

Elizabeth ; 
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BOOK IV 
Jane 21 
I"»l 


These gleaming Pile-forests, -which bristled fateful m the early 
sun disappear again , the far sounding Street-orators cease, 
or spout milder We arc to hare a cii^ war , let us have it 
then The King is gone , but Kationa! Assembly, but tVancc 
and we rtmam The People also tales a great attitude , the 
People also IS calm , motionless as a couchant bon With 
but a few hrooUngs some waggmgs of the tail , to show what 
it TTill do ! Cazal^s for in^ncc was beset by street groups 
and cne» of tanlrme but National •Patrols easily ddjvered 
him Lilewise all King s eOigies and statues, at least stucco 
ones get abolished Even King s names , the word J?oi fades 
suddenly out of all thop-sigus , the Royal Bengal Tiger itself 
on the Boulevards berames the National Bengal one, Tigrr 
A attonal * 

How great is a cnim couchant People I On the morrow, 
men Will saj to one another * W e has e no King yet we slept 
sound enough ’ On the morrow fervent Achille de Qiitelet 
and Thomas Paine the rebellious Ncedleman shall have the 
walls of Pans profuselj plastered with Ihcir Placard , announc- 
ing that there must be a ItepuhUc * — Need we add that Lafa> 
eltc too though at first menaced bj Pikes lias taken a great 
attitude or indeed the greatest of all T Scouts and Aides-de- 
camp Qj forth vogue in cjuest and pursuit, joungRomauf 
towards ^ nlcncienncs though with small hope 

Thus Pani , subhmclj calmed m its ^reavement But 
from the Ifeijogmej Iloyalea in all Wail bags radiates forth 
far-darting the electric news Our Ilercdilar} Representative 
if flown Laugh* bUeV Roj*ah$ts j et lie it in joiur sleeve onl> , 
lest Patriotism notice and waxing frantic lower the Ijintemc 1 
In Pans alone is a.sublime 'Sntional Assembly witli its calm 
ness trul> other places must take it ns thej can with open 
mouth and evWt With panic caeUmg with wrath with eon 
Jevturc How each one of those dull leathern Hihgenccs with 
Its leathern bag and * The King 1$ fleil ’ furrows up smooth 
I ranee ns it pfws , through town and hamlet rufllcs Uie smooth 
public mind into quivenng agitation of death terror then 
lumben on as il nothing had happened I \!ong all highwavs • 
towards the utmost bonlcrs till all Franec i* niflletl —rough 
cneil up (melaphoneally speaking) into one enormouf desperate- 
mln led real guggl og Turkev Cock I 

• * rVivcn « If. 
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CHAPTER V 

Tlir NEW BEBUN'E 

But s«)uts all this whJc and aides-de^aunp, hare flown 
forth faster than the leathern Diligences "ioung Homceuf 
ns we said was off early towards lalenaennes distracted 
>’ilIageTs scire him as a traitor with a finger of his own m the 
plot , drag him back to the Townhall , to the National Assembly , 
which speedily grants n new passport. Nay now that same 
scarecrow of an Ilcrb merchant with his ass has bethought 
him of the grand new Berime seen m the Wood of Bondy, 
and dch%cr^ ciidcnce of it * Bomocuf furnished with new 
passport IS sent forth with double speed on a hopcfulcr track , 
b> Bond) CInj e and ChMons towards SIctz, to track the new 
Berime , and gallops d franc itner 
■Miserable new Berime I Why could not Royalty go in some 
old Bcrhne similar to that of other men ? Fljnng for life one 
docs not stickle about bis vehicle ilonsicur in a common 
place lra\ cllmg-eamagc is off Northwards , ’^ladame his 
Princess m another with sanation of route thej cross one 
another while changing horses without look of recognition , 
and reach Flanders no man questioning them Precisely in 
the same manner beautiful Pnneess de I^mballe set off about 
the same hour , and wvU teach England safe —would she 
had continued there t The beautiful the good but the un 
fortunate , rtserred for a fnghtful end 1 
All nifis along unmolested speed), except only the new 
Berime Huge leathern vehicle — huge Argos) let us sa) 
or Acapulco slup , with its heav) stem boat of Chatsc-and 
pair , with its three )cllow Pilot boats of mounted Bod) guard 
Couners rocking aimless round it and ahead of it to bewilder 
not to guild It lumbers along lurching!) with stress at 
a snail ■ pace , noted of all the world The Bod) guard Couriers, 

in their jcllow hienea, go praneing and elaltenng, lo)al but 
stupid, unacquainted with all things. Stoppages occur, 
ani bieaVages, to be repaired at h logos Kmg Ijouis too 
will diimount, will walk up htlli and enjo) the blesseil sun 

• , e {-xtl J tt»t %. 5jV 


shine — 
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shine; — ^with eleven horses and double drink-money, and all 
furtherances of Nature and Art, it will be found that Royalty, 
flying for life, accomplishes Sixty-nine miles in Twenty-two 
incessant hours. Slow Royalty I And yet not a minute of 



PRINCESSE DE LAMBALLE. 


these horns but is precious : on minutes hang the destinies 
of Royalty now. 

Readers, therefore, can judge in what humour Duke de 
Choiseul might stand waiting, in the village of Pont-de-Somme- 
velle, some leagues beyond Ch&lons, hour after hour, now when 
the day bends visibly westward. Choiseul drove out of Paris, 
in all privity, ten hours before their Majesties’ fixed time ; his 

Hussars, 
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BOOKIN Hnssars, led by Engineer Goguelat, arc here dulj, come *to 
JoneSl escort a Treasure that is expected’ but, hour after hour, is 
no Baroness de KorlTs Berhf e Indeed, orer oil that North 
east Bcgion, on the skirts of Champagne and of Lorraine, 
■where the great Road runs, the agitation is considerable For 
all along from this Pont-de-SommcvcUe Northeastirard os far 
as Jlontm^di, at Post vilbges and Towns, escorts of IXussars 
and Dragoons do lounge ivniting , a tram or chain of Alihlary 
Escorts, at the Jlontmidi end of it our brave Bomllf an 
electric thunder-chain ; which the invisible Bomllj, hke a 
Father Jove, bolds in his hand — for sme purposes I Brave 
B0U1U6 has done Tvhat man could , has spread out his elcctnc 
thunder chain of SIDitarj Escorts, onsvards to the threshold 
of Chalons it wails but for the new KorfI Berime , to rccciie 
it, escort it, and, if need be, bear it off in whirlwind of military 
fire They he and lounge there we £a> , these fierce Troopers , 
from '^^ontln^di and Stcnal, through Cleimont, Sainte-Mcne- 
hould to utmost Pont de-Sommes ellc, in all Post villages , 
for the route shall avoid Verdun and great Toims the> loiter 
impatient ’ till the Treasure am^ e * 

Judge what a day this is for hra\e Bouill^ ’ perhaps the 
first day of a new glorious life , surely the last day of the old I 
Also, and indeed still more what a da>, beautiful and terrible, 
for 3 our 3 oung full blooded Captains 3 our Dandoins Comte 
de Damns, Duke de Chotscul Fngiticcr Coguelat, and the 
like , intrusted with the secret t— Alas, the day bends ever 
more wcstwartl , and no Korif Berime comes to sight. It is 
four hours be3 ond the time, and still no Berime. In all \ illagc- 
itrects, Ro3alist Captains go lounging looking often Pans 
wanl , with ficc of unconcern witli heart full of black care ♦ 
rigorous Quartermasters can liardl3 keep the pns ale dragoons 
from and dramshops * Dawn on our bewilderment, 

thou new Berime , dawn on us, thou Sun Chariot of a new 
Berime, with the destinies of France t 
It was of hisMajes*3 sordenng this niilitar3 arra3 ofFseorts 
o thing solacing the Ro3al imagination with a look of seeunty 
and rescue, yet, in realit3, creating onlv alarm, and where 
there was otherwise no danger, danger without end lor 
each Patriot, In these Post villages asks naturall) This clatter 
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of cavalry, and marching and lounging of troops, ■what means it ? 
To escort a Treasure ? Wliy escort, when no Patriot will steal 
from the Nation ; or where is your Treasure ? — There has been 
such marching and counter-marching : for it is another fatality, 
that certain of these Military Escorts came out so early as 
yesterday ; the Nineteenth not the Twentieth of the month 
being the day first appointed ; which her Majesty, for some 
necessity or other, saw good to altpr. And now consider the 
suspicious nature of Patriotism ; suspicious, above all, of 
Bouille the Aristocrat ; and how the sour doubting humour has 
had leave to accumulate and exacerbate for four-and-twenty 
hours ] 

At Pont-de-Sommevelle, these Forty foreign Hussars of 
Goguelat and Duke Choiseul are becoming an unspeakable 
mystery to all men. They lounged long enough, already, at 
Sainte-Menehould ; lounged and loitered till our National 
Volunteers there, all risen into hot wrath of doubt, ‘ demanded 
three hundred fusils of their To^vnhall,’ and got them. At 
which same moment too, as it chanced, our Captain Dandoins 
was just coming in, from Clermont vdth his troop, at the other 
end of the Village. A fresh troop ; alarming enough ; though 
happily they are only Dragoons and French 1 So that Goguelat 
■with his Hussars had to ride, and even to do it fast ; till here 
at Pont-de-Sommevelle, where Choiseul lay waiting, he found 
resting-place. Resting-place as on burning marie. For the 
rumour of him flies abroad ; and men run to and fro in fright 
and anger : Chilons sends forth explanatory pickets of National 
Volunteers towards tins hand ; which meet exploratory pickets, 
coming from Sainte-Menehould, on that. What is it, ye whisk- 
ered Hussars, men of foreign guttural speech ; in the name of 
Heaven, what is it that brings you ? A Treasure ? — exploratory 
pickets shake their heads. The hungry Peasants, however, 
know too well what Treasure it is ; Military seizure for rents, 
feudalities ; which no Bailiff could make us pay 1 This they 
know ; — and set to jingling their Parish-bell by way of tocsin ; 
with rapid effect i Choiseul and Goguelat, if the whole country 
is not to take fire, must needs, be there Berline, be there no 
Berline, saddle and ride. 

They motmt ; and this parish tocsin happily ceases. They 
ride slowly Eastward ; towards Sainte-Menehould ; still hoping 
the Sun-Chariot of a Berline may overtake them. Ah me, 

no 
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BOOK l^ no Berime I And near novr i$ that Sainte-SIenebould , trhich 
Jane 21 , expelled us m the mortung inth its ‘ three hundred ISational 
fusils*, which looks, belike not too lovingly on Captain 
Dandoins and his fresh Dragoons, though only French — 
which in a word one dare not enter the second time under 
pain of explosion 1 "Vyith rather heai*y heart; our Hussar 
Partj strikes oH to the left , through bj wavs, through path 
less hills and woods Ihey^ avoiding Samte-Menehould and all 
places which have seen them heretofore will make direct for 
the distant \illage of \arennes. It is probable they will 
have a rough evemng nde 

This first mihtary post therefore in the long thundcr-chain, 
has gone off with no cfTect , or with worse and >our cham 
threatens to entangle itself 1 — ^The Great Road however is 
got hushed again into a kind of quietude though one of the 
wakcfulest Indolent Dragoons cannot, hj any Quartermaster 
lie kept altogethca’ from the dramshop , where Palnots drmk 
and will even treat, eager enough lor news Captains in a 
state near distraction beat the dusty highwaj, with a face 
of mdiffcrencc and no Sun Chanol appears ^Vhj lingers it T 
Incredible that with eleven horses, and such jtllow Couriers 
and furtherances its rate should be under the weightiest dra> 
rate some three miles an hour I Alas one knows not whether 
it ever even got out of Pans , — and j-ct also one knows not 
whether this verj mornent it is not at the \ lUage-cnd 1 One t 
heart flatters on the verge of unuttcrahilities. 


‘ CHAVTEn M 

OLTVDIIACOON PROl IT 

Iv this manner howeser has the Daj bent downwards 
t\ eanf»l mortals are creeping home from their f eld labour 
the Tiliage-artwan cals with rtiish Jus supper of herbs, or has 
strolleif forth to the villagc-strcet for a sweet mouthful ol air 
and human news. Still fumnier>cvenUde ci-erywhercl The 
great Sun hangs flariung on the utmost ^^orthwf»t for it 
U hit longest day this year The hill top* rejoicing will ere 
long be at their ruddwst sind blush Good night The thrush 

in 
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in green dells, on long-slindowcd leafy spray, pours gusliing 
his glad serenade, to the babble of brooks g^o^vu audibler ; 
silence is stealing over the Earllf, Your dusly Mill of Valmy, 
as all other n^iills and drudgeries, may furl its canvas, and 
cease sn^ashing and circling. The swcnkl grinders in this 
Treadmill of an Earth have ground out another Day; and 
lounge Uicrc, ns n’C say, in village-groups ; movable, or ranked 
on social slono-scnfs ; ' their cliildrcn, iniscliicvous imps, 
sporting about their feel. Unnotablc hum of s^Ycel human 
gossip rises from this Village of Sainlc-^Icnchould, as from all 
other villages. Gossip mostly sweet, \innolable; for the very 
Dragoons are French and gallatit ; nor as yet 1ms the Paris- 
and-Verdun Diligence, with its leathern bag, rumbled in, to 
terrify the minds of men. 

One figure nevertheless we do note at the last door of the 
Village: that figure in loose-flowing nighlgowm, of Jean 
Baptiste Droucl, blaster of the Post here. An acrid choleric 
man, rather dangerous-looking ; still in the prime of life, 
thoiigli he has served, in his lime, as a Condc Dragoon. This 
day, from an early liour Droucl got, Ins choler stirred, and has 
been kept fretting. Hussar Goguclal in the morning saw 
good, by way of thrift, to bargain with his own Innkcejmr, 
not with Droucl regular Maiirc dc Paste, about some gig-horse 
for the sending back of his gig ; which thing Droucl perceiv- 
ing came over in red ire, menacing the Innkeeper, and would 
not be appeased. Wholly an unsatisfactory day. For Droucl 
is an acrid Patriot too, was at the Paris i^enst of Pikes ; and 
what do these Bouillt soldiers mean ? Hussars, — with Uicir 
gig, and a vengeance to it I — ^Imvc hardly been thnist out, 
when Dandoins and his fresh Dragoons arrive from Clermont, 
and stroll. For what purjmsc? Choleric Drouct steps out 
and steps in, with long-flowing nightgown ; looking abroad, 
with that sharpness of faculty which stirred choler gives to 
man. 

On the other hand, mark Captain Dandoins on the street 
of that same Village ; sauntering with a face of indifference, a 
heart eaten of black card For no Korff Bcrline makes its 
appearance. The great Sun flames broader towards setting : 
one’s heart flutters on the verge of dread unuticrabililics. 

By Heaven ! here is the yellow Bodyguard Courier ; spur- 

' Rapport dc R<my (in Choi‘Cu!, p. 143). 

ring 
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BOOK 1\ ling fastt In the ruddy ercaing light 1 Steady, O Dandoms, 
inaeSl, stand With Inscrutahle indifferent facej though the jelloir 
blocUiead spurs past the Post house , Inquires to find it , and 
stirs the Village, all delighted vnth his fine livery — Irumhcr- 
mg along snth its mountains of bandboxes and Chaise behind, 
the Korff Berime rolls m ; huge Acapulco ship with its Cock 
boat, having got thus far The ejes ol the tillagers look 
enlightened, as such ejes do when a coach transit, which is an 
esent, occurs for them Strolling Dragoons respeettuUj , so 
fine arc the j cllow lis cnes, bring hand to helmet , and a Lady 
in gjqisj hat responds with a grace peculiar to her ‘ Dandoms 
stands with folded arms, and what look of indifference and 
disdainful gamson air a man can, while the heart is like leaping 
out of him Curled disdainful mustachio , careless glance — 
which however surveys the \ lUage-groups, and docs not like 
them Wth his c>e he bespeaks the yellow Courier, Be quick, 
be quick I Thick headetl Yellow cannot understand the eye ; 
comes up mumbling to ask In words seen ol the Village I 

Nor IS Post master Brouet unobservant all this while but 
steps out and steps in with his long flowing nightgown in 
the Ics el sunlight , pry mg into ses era! things tMicn a man’s 
faculties at the right time, arc sharpened by eholcr, it may 
lead to much That Lady m slouched gypsy hat, though 
sitting back in the Carnage, does she not resemble some one 
we have seen, some time, — at the Feast of Pikes or else 
where T And this ffrosie T/{e In. round hat and peruke, which, 
looking rearward pokes itself out from time to time, mcthlnki 

there are features In It ? Quick, Sieur Guillaume, Clerk 

of the DiTttioiTf bring me a new Assignat t Drouet scans the 
rew Assignat ; ehm pares tlie Paper money Picture with the 
Gross Head In round hat there by Bay and Night ! y ou might 
aay the one was an attempted Fngnvvmg of the other And 
this march of Troops; this sauntenng and whispenng. — I 
see It ! 

Brouet Post master of this 4 illagc hot Patriot. Old Bragoon 
of Cond^ coniidee Iheretare what Uwm wUt do And fast, 
for I'chold the new Berime expeditiously yoked cracks whip 
cord and roHs away !— -Brouet dare not, on the spur of the 
Instant, clu’eh the bndles In his own two hands , Bandotns. 
with Iroadtwon! might hew you off Our poor Natlonalf 

• dl ts CV.'WsI nW 
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not one of them here, have three hundred fusils, but then no 
powder ; besides one is not sure, only morally-eertain. Drouet, 
as an adroit Old-Dragoon of Coifd(5, docs what is advisablest ; 
privily bespeaks Clerk Gviillaume, Old-Dragoon of Cond6 he 
too ; privily, while Clerk Guillaume is saddling two of the 
fleetest horses, slips over to the To'wnliall to whisper a word ; 
then mounts with Clerk Guillaume ; and the two bound east- 
ward in pursuit, to see wliat can be done. 


CHAP. VI 
Juno 21, 
17!)1 


They bound eastward, in sharp trot : their moral-certainty 
permeating the Village, from the Townhall outwards, in busy 
whispers. Alas I Captain Dandoins orders his Dragoons to 
mount ; but they, complaining of long fast, demand bread-and- 
checse first ; — before which brief repast can be eaten, the 
whole Village is permeated ; not whispering now, but bluster- 
ing and slirieking ! National Volunteers, in hurried muster, 
shriek for gunpowder ; Dragoons halt between Patriotism and 
Rule of the Service, between bread-and-checse and fixed 
bayonets ; Dandoins hands secretly his Pocket-book, with its 
secret despatches, to the rigorous Quartermaster ; the very 
Ostlers have stable-forks and flails. The rigorous Quarter- 
master, half-saddled, cuts out his way "with the sword’s-edge, 
amid levelled bayonets, amid Patriot ‘vociferations, adjura- 
tions, flail-strokes ; and rides frantic ; ' — few or even none 
following him ; the rest, so swcctlj'’ constrained, consenting to 
stay there. 

And thus the new Berline rolls ; and Drouet and Guillaume 
gallop after it, and Dandoins’ Troopers or Trooper gallops 
after them ; and Sainte-LIenchould, with some leagues of the 
King’s Highway, is in explosion ; — and your Military thunder- 
chain has gone off in a self-destructive manner ; one may fear, 
with the frightfulest issues. 


CHAPTER VII 

THE NIGHT OF SPURS 

This comes of myterious Escorts, and a new Berline with 
eleven horses : ‘ he that has a secret should not only hide it, 

^ D/cIaration dt La Gaeht (in Choiscul, p. 134). 


but 



28 


VAHEXNES 


DOOK 1\ to thmk of : neither horse nor Ilussar u here t Ah, and 
Jntttti, stout horses, a proper relay belonging to Duke Choiseul, do 
stand at hay, but m the Upper Village over the Bndge; and 
we know not of them JIussars likewise do wait, but dnnking 
m the taverns For indeed it is sue hours bejond the tune; 
j-oung EouiUj, silly stripling, thinking the matter over lor this 
night, has retired to b^ And so our jellow Couriers, m 
experienced, must rove, gaping, bungling, through a village | 
mostlj asleep • Postilions will not,* lor anv monej , go on 
with the tired horses ; not at least without relreshraent , not 
the) , let the Valet in round hat argue as he likes 
Sliserable 1 * For fls e-and thirty minutes ’ by the King's 
watch, the Berime is at a dead stand Bound hat arguing 
with Chum boots , tired horses slobbering their meal and 
water; )cnow Couriers groping, bungling, — )'oung Bouillf 
asleep, all the wlule, in the Upper Village, and Clioiscul's fine 
team standing there at Iia) >«o help for it , not with a King s 
ransom ; the horses deliberately slobber. Round hat argues, 
Bouilli sleeps And mark now, in the thick night, do not 
two Horsemen, with jaded trot, come clank clanking , and 
start with half pause, it one noticed them, at sight of this dim 
mass of a Berime, and its dull slobbering and arguing ; then 
pnek off faster, into the ^ illage T It is Drouct, he and Clerk 
Guillaume I Still ahead, they two, of the whole ndmg hurly- 
burl) , unshot, though some brag of hanng chased them 
Perilous is Drouet's errand also ; but he is an Old Dragoon, 
with his wits shaken thorough!) awake 
The Village o! Varennes lies dark and slumberous; a most 
nnlc>cl \iUagr, of inserse saildle-shapc, ns men write. It 
sleeps; the rushing of the River Aire singing lullaby to it. 
Neierthelcss from Uic Golden Arm, Bras tTOr Tns'cm, across 
that sloping Jlarkctplace, there still comes shme of social 
light; comes solee of rude drosers, or the like, who have not 
)*el taken the stirrup-cup ; Boniface Le Blanc, in white apron, 
serving them : cheerful to behold To this Bros iTOr Drouet 
enten, alaent) looking through his ests ; he nudges Boniface, 
in all pnvac), * Cameraie, t$ tu ten PatkoU, Art thou a good 
Patriot T *—*51 ft tuttf* answers Boniface— * In that ease,* 
eagerly whispers Dnaict— what whisper Is needful, heard of 
Boniface alone * 


And 
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And now sec Boniface Lc Blanc bustling, as he never did CIIAP. Vll 
for the jolliest toper. See Drouct and Guillaume, dexterous Juno 21, 
Old-Dragoons, instantly down blocking the Bridge, with a 1701 
* furniture wagon they find there,’ with whatever wagons, 
tumbrils, barrels, barrows their hands can lay hold of;^ — till 
no carriage can pass. Then swiftlJ^ the Bridge once blocked, 
see them take station hard by, under Varennes Archway ; 

Joined by Le Blanc, Le Blanc’s Brother, and one or two alert 
Patriots he has roused. Some half-dozen in all, with National 
muskets, they stand close, waiting under the Archway, till 
that same Korff Bcrline rumble up. 

It rumbles up ; AUc hi ! lanterns flash out from under coat- 
skirts, bridles chuck in strong fists, two National muskets 
level themselves fore and aft through the two Coach-doors : 

‘ Jlcsdamcs, your Passports ? ’ — Alas, alas 1 Sieur Sausse, 

Procureur of the Township, Tallow-chandler also and Grocer, is 
there, with official grocer-politeness ; Drouct wdth fierce logic 
and ready wit : — The respected Travelling Party, be it Baroness 
de Korff’s, or persons of still higher consequence, "will perhaps 
please to rest itself in !M. Saussc’s till the dawn strike 
up ! 

O Louis ; O hapless IVIarie-Anloinettc, fated to pass thy life 
with such men 1 Phlegmatic Louis, art thou but lazy semi- 
animate phlegm, then, to the centre of thee ? King, Captain- 
General, Sovereign Frank 1 if thy heart ever formed, since it 
began beating under the name of heart, any resolution at all, 
be it now then, or never in this world Violent nocturnal 
individuals, and if it were persons of high consequence ? And 
if it were the King himself ? Has the IHng not the power, 
wluch all beggars have, of travelling unmojested on his own 
Highway ? Yes : it is the King ; and tremble ye to know it 1 
The King has said, in tlfis one small matter ; and in Prance, 
or under God’s Throne, is no power that shall gainsay. Not 
the King shall ye stop here under this your miserable Archway ; 
but his dead body only, and answer it to Heaven and Earth. 

To me. Bodyguards ; Postilions, en avani ! ’ — One fancies in 
that case the pale paralysis of these two Le Blanc musketeers ; 
the drooping of Drouet’s underjaw ; and how Procureur Sausse 
had melted like tallow in furnace-heat : Louis faring on ; in 
some few steps awakening Young BouilM, awakening relays and 
Hussars ; triumphant entry, with cavalcading high-brandishing 

Escort, 
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noOK alann ; at Dun, brave Captain Deslons and Au Escort o! a 
JuntiS, Hundred saddle and nde Deslons too peta into Varennes; 

1T»1 leaving hu Hundred outside, at the trec-bamcade ; offers to 
cut King Louis out, il he will order it but unfortunately * the 
work tnff prove hot ' : whereupon King Louis has ‘ no orders 
to give ’ * 

And so the tocsin clangs, and Dragoons gallop, and can 
do nothing, having galloped : National Guards stream in like 
the gathering of ravens'* jour <pcploding Thunder-chain, 
falling Avalanche, or what else we liken it to, does plaj , with a 
vengeance, — up now as far as Stenai and Bouifl^ himself.* 
Brave Bouilli, son of the whirlwind, he saddles Iloj*al Allemand ; 
speaks fire-words, Icmdhng heart and ej cs , distributes twentj - 
five gold louis a company .—Hide, Hoj'al Allemand, long- 
famed • no Tuilcnes Charge and Keeker Orleans Bust I*ro- 
cession ; a verj King made captive, and world all to win ! — 
Such is the Night deserving to be named of Spurs 

At SIX o’clock two things have happened Lafajctle’s 
Aide-de-camp, Komceuf, ndmg d franc finer, on that old Ilerb- 
mcrchant’s route, quickened during the last stages, has got 
to Varennes , where the Ten thousand now (unousl) demand, 
with (urj of panic terror, that Rojaltj shall forthwith return 
Pans ward, that there be not infinite bloodshed Also, on 
the other side, * Fnglish Tom,* Choiseul s join, fljsng with that 
Choiscul rela>, has met Douil]^ on tlie heights of Dun; the 
adamantine brow flushed with dark thunder, thunderous 
rattle of Royal Allemand at his heels FngUsh Tom answers 
as he can Uic bnet question. How it Is at Varennes t— then asks 
in turn, ANTiat he, k ngliih Tom, with ‘'I dc Choiseul s horses, 
is to do, and whitlier to nde T— To the Bottomless Pool I answers 
a thunder \ oice ; tlien again speaking and spumng, orders 
llojwl Allemand to the gallop ; and vantsha, swearing (m 
jttToni)* Tis the last of our brase BouiU#, ^^lthin sight of 
\ BTennes, he having drawn bndle, calls a council of offieen , 
finds that it is in vain King Louis has departed, consenting t 
amid the clangour of universal slormbell ; amid the tramp of 
Ten thousand armed men, already amstd; and saj, of Sixty 

• f *>•»/ rf*** f*f*,w* di V ArtwMi (m OKfp««l rp- 1*4 7^ 
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thousand flocldng thither. Brave Deslons> even Avithout CHAP. 
* orders/ darted at the River Aire with his Hundred; ^ swam 
one branch of it, could not the other ; and stood there, dripping 
and panting, vdth inflated nostril ; The Ten thousand answering 
him with a shout of mockery, the ncAV Berline lumbering Paris- 
ward its weary inevitable way. No help, then, in Earth ; nor, 
in an age not of miracles, in Heaven ! 

That night, ‘ Marquis ,de BouilI6* and twenty-one more of 
us rode over the Frontiers : the Bernardine monks at Orval 
in Luxemburg gave us supper and lodging.’ “ With little of 
speech, Bouilld rides ; wth thoughts that do not brook speech. 
Northward, towards uncertainty, and the Cimmerian Night : 
towards West-Indian Isles, for with thin Emigrant delirium 
the son of the wliirlwind cannot act ; towards England, towards 
premature Stoical death ; not towards France any more. 
Honour to the Brave ; who, be it in this quarrel or in that, 
is a substance and articulate-speaking piece of human Valour, 
not a fanfaronading hollow Spectrum and squeaking and 
gibbering Shadow ! One of the few Royalist Chief-actors 
this Bouilld, of whom so much can be said. 

The brave BouiII6 too, then, vanishes from the tissue of our 
Story. Story and tissue, faint ineffectual Emblem of that 
grand Miraculous Tissue, and Living Tapestry named French 
Revolution, which did weave itself then in very fact, ‘ on the 
loud-sounding Loom of Time ’ 1 The old Brave drop out from 
it, ivith their strivings ; and new acrid Droufets, of new strivings 
and colour, come in : — as is the manner of that weaving. 


CHAPTER VIII 

THE hetuhn 

So, then, our grand Royalist Plot, of Flight to Metz, has 
executed itself. Long hovering in the background, as a dread 
royal ultimatum, it has rushed forward in its terrors : verily to 
some purpose. How many Royalist Plots and Projects, one 
after another, cunningly-devised, that were to explode like 

^ Weber, ii. 386. 2 Aubriot, ut supra, p, 158. 
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powder mires and thunder*claps ; not one sohtarj Plot ot which 
has issued olhennse ! Powder mine ol a Stance lioyale on 
the Twentj third of June TTSO, which exploded as we then 
said, * through the touchholc ’ ; which next, j our waigod 
B’oglie liasmg reloaded it, brought a Bastille about jour ears 
Then came fenent Opera Bepast, with flounshing of sabres, 
and 0 liichard, O my K*ng, which, aided bj Ilungcr, pro- 
duces Insurrection of ^Yo^acIl, and Pallas Athene in the shape 
of Demoiselle Thfroignc- Valour profits not; neither has 
fortune smiled on fanfaronade The BouiUf Armament ends 
ns the Broglie one had done Man after man spends him 
self in this cause, onlj to ivork it quicker rum , it seems a 
cause doomed, forsaken of P,arth and Ileas en 
On the Sixth of October gone a jear. King Louts, escorted 
bj Demoiselle Tli^roignc and some two hundred thousand, 
matlc a Bos al Progress and F ntrance into Pans, such as man 
had PCS cr svitncssed ; sve prophcsictl him Tsto more such , and 
accord ingls another of them, after this Flight to "Mcti, is now 
coming to pass Tli^roigtic ssill not escort here , neither docs 
Mirabcau now * sit m one o! the nccompanjing carnages’ 
Miralieau lies dead, m the Pantheon of Great Men Tliiroigne 
hes living, in dark Austnan Prison; haling gone to Li^ge, 
profcssionallj, and been scizetl there. Bemurmured now by 
the hoarse flowing Danube the light of her Patriot Supper- 
partiea gone quite out , so lies Th6roignc ; she shall speak 
with the Ktiwer {ape to tacc, owd tttwni Awd 4 rawce Uca— 
howl Heeling Time shears down the great and the htllc; 
ard in two jean alters many things. 

But at all dents, here, we saj, is a second Ignominious 
Itojal Procdsjotf, though much altered; to be witnessed also 
bi its Imndreils ot thousands Patience, je Pans Patnoti ; 
the Boial Berime is returning Xot till Satunlai * for the 
Boial Berime trascls bj slow stages; amid such loud voiml 
eonfl lent sea of National Guards, sixtj thousand as they 
count . amid such tumult ot all people Tliree National* 
Assembls Csvnmisstoncrs, lamesl Bamaie, famed Potion, gree- 
mlK rrsj'eetnlV lAlour JIaulKnirg base gone to meet It; of 
%»! o*n tie ts»o fonrer n le in the Bethne itself lieside Majes*}, 
day after das lAtour, as a mere respectalnUts , and man of 
whjm aM mm speak well ran nle in the rear, with Dame de 
Tpunel an I the .Seu’rr'Vs 

io 
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So on Saturday evening, about seven o'clock, Paris by Inin- CHAP. VIII 
dreds of thousands is again dnuv;i up : not now dancing tlic ’huir tV/, 
tricolor joy-dnnee of liopc ; nor ns yet dancing the fury-dunce of 
hale and revenge : but in silence, with vnguc look of conjecture, 
and curiosity mostly scientific. A Saint -Antoine Placard 1ms 
given notice this morning that ‘whosoever insults J^ouis shall 
be citned, whosoever applauds liim shall he Imaged.’ ]3cho]d 
then, at last, that wonderful New iWlinc ; encircled by blue 
National sea of fixed bayonets, which flows slowly, floating 
it on, through tlic silent assembled hundreds of thousands. 

Three yellow Couriers sit atop bound with ropes; Potion, 

Barimvc, their Majesties, with Sister Eliziibrtb, and the Children 
of Franco, arc within. 

Smile of embarrassment, or cloud of dull sourness, is on the 
broad pblcgmatic face of bis Majesty ; wlio keeps declaring to 
the successive Official persons, wlml is evident, ‘ Eh hicn, me 
voih), Well, here you have me ’ ; and wlml is not evident, ‘ I 
do assure you I did not mean to pass tlic frontiers ’ ; and so 
forth : speeches rmlunil for that poor Royal Man ; wliich 
Decency would veil. Silent is her Majesty, with a look of 
grief and scorn ; natural for that Royal Woman. Tims 
lumbers and creeps the ignominio\is Royal Procession, through 
many streets, amid a silent-ga'/ing people : comparable, ]Mcr- 
cicr thinks,^ to some Procession ilu Pot dc Pasoche; or say, 

Procession of King Crispin, with his Dukes of Sutornmnm and 
royal blazonry of Cordwaincry. Except ilulccd tlmt tin’s is 
not comic; ah no, it is comico-tragic ; with bound Couriers, 
and a Doom hanging over it; most fantastic, yet most miser- 
ably real. Miscrablcsl flchUe htdibrium of» n Picklchcrring 
Tragedy I It sweeps along there, in most t/;?gorgeous pall, 
tlirough many streets in the dusty summer evening ; gets 
itself at length wriggled out of sight ; vanishing in the Tuilcrics 
Palace, — towards its doom, of slow torture, peine forte cl dxirc. 

Populace, it is true, seizes the three rope-bound yellow 
Couriers ; w’ill at least massacre than* But our august Assem- 
bly, which is silling at this great moment, sends out Deputation 
of rescue; and the whole is got Imddlcd up. Bamnvc, ‘all 
dust>%’ is already there, in the National Ilnll ; making brief 
discreet address and report. As indeed, through the whole 
journey, this Bamavc has been most discreet, sympathetic ; 

* A^ctnratt PunSf iii. 22 , 
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BOOK IV and has gained the Queen’s trust, whose noble insUnct teaches 
June £5, her alrrays who U to be tn’Sted. Ven' different trom heavy 
ration ; who, i! Campan speak truth, ate his luncheon, com- 
fortably filled his wine-glass, in the Ilo^ nl Berime ; flung out 



MAtiir, TufiiLsr. ciiABirrrri- 


hU chlckcn-bcincs past the nose of llo>alty itself ; and, on the 
King’* *!v>ing, * Vnmce cannot t* a Urputdie,* ans'^ttesl. * No, 
it U not npe yet-* IlamAse is henerforth » Queen’* adviser, 
if advice could profit : anil her Sfajesty astonWic* Dome 
Compan by signifying almost a regard lor Itanuvt ; anti lH»t, 
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in n dny ol rclribiiUon ntul Roynl triumpli, Bnrnavc slinll jioiCIlAr. Vlll 
be executed.’ 

• 1701 


On Jlondny nisbl Boynlly ivcnl; on Salurdny evening it 
returns : so much, ivithin one short week, 1ms Royalty accom- 
plished for itself. The Picklchcrring Tragedy has vanished in 
the Tuilcrics Palace, towards ‘ pain strong and hard.’ Watched, 
fotlcrcd and humbled, ns Royalty iTcver was. Walchcd even 
in its sleeping-apartments and inmost recesses : for it has to 
sleep with door set ajar, blue National Argus watx:hing, his 
eye fixed on the Queen’s curtains ; nay, on one occasion, ns the 
Queen cannot sleep, he offers to sit by her pillow, and converse 
n little ! ■ 


CHAPTER IX 

.SIIAIU’ .SHOT 

In regard to all which, this most pressing question arises : 
Wmt is to be done with it ? Depose it 1 resolutely answer 
Robespierre and the thoroughgoing few. For, indy, with a 
King who nms away, and needs to be ivnlchcd in his very 
bedroom that ho may slay and govern you, what other reason- 
able thing can be done ? Had Philippe d’Orhnns not been a 
capul moriuum ! But of him, known ns ope defunct, no man 
now dreams. Depose it not; say that it is inviolable, that 
it was spirited away, was cnla:6 ; at any cost of sophistry and 
solecism, re-establish it ! so answer with loud vehemence all 
manner of Constitutional Royalists ; ns all your pure Royalists 
do naturally likewise, with low vehemence, and rage com- 
pressed by fear, still more passionately answer. Nay Barnavc 
and the two Lameths, and what will follow them, do likewise 
answer so. Answer, with their whole might ; tcrrorstruck at 
the unknown Abysses on the verge of which, driven tliithcr 
by themselves mainly, all now reels, ready to plunge. 

By mighty effort and combination, this latter course is the 
course fixed on ; and it shall by the strong arm, if not by the 
clearest logie, be made good. With the sacrifice of all their 
hard-earned popularity, this notable Triumvirate, says Tou- 
* Campan, iu c. i8. ^ Uid, ii. 149, 

longcon, 
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BOOK I^ longeoT. ‘ set the Throne cp whieh thcr had *o toDed 

Jalf ir9l to ortrtxim • as one might set up on overturned pvTtmid on 
its vertex * ; to stand so longTis it is kcld. 

Unhappy France , uahappv in Kin^: Queen, and Coastitu 
tjon. One knows not in which unhappiesti ^^as the mean 
ing ol our so glonous French Revolution this, and no othf. 
That when Shams and Delusions, long soul killing had become 
bod\ killing, and got the length ol Bankruptm and Inanition, 
a great People rose and with one vfiice, said in the ^ame ol 
the Highest Shans thall he no nore ’ So mans sontiws 
and bloodj horrers, endured and to be imt endured, through 
dismal coming centuries, were thes not the heas'v pnee paid 
and payable lo” this same Total Destruction ot Shams from 
among men ? And now, O Bamave Tnumvirate 1 is it in 
suth dottMe-distnied Delusion, and Sham even of a Shan that 
an effort ot Uus kind will rest acquiescent ? 'Messieurs of the 
popular Tnumvirate, never! — Rut, after all what can poo* 
popular Tnumvirates, and fallible august Senators, do 1 Thes 
can. when the Truth is all too liomhle, s’lck their heads 
oslnch like into what shel*cnng Fallaes is nearest; and wait 
them, d pojfmon 

Readers who saw the Clermontais and Three-Bishopncka 
gallop In the Night ot Spurs , DUigmees ruffling up all France 
into one temflc temr«l of India, and the Town of 
Nantes m its shirt — >mas fancj what an affair to settle this 
was Robespicme, on the extreme Left, with perhaps Potion 
and lean old Goupil. for the very Tnumvirate has defalcated, 
arc shnekmg hearse, drowned in Constitutional elamour 
But the debate and arguing ot a whole Nation , the bellowing* 
through all Journal*, for and against , the reverberant vosec 
of Danlon, the Ilvpcnon shafts of Camil’e. the pomupme' 
quiff* of impUeahle Slarat — eonc«re all Uu*. 

Constitutionaliits in a bod\, as we o'* en predicted, do now 
recede from the Slolhef Sorters . and become PmiffsnJ , threaten 
ing ber with inaniUoit, the rank and respeclabtlity Iwing taostlv 
gone Petition affer Petition, forwarded by Pott, or borne In 
I)epulaUon, ceme* pmnng for Judgment ard DAAArvr which 
If Cl T riame for l)epc»ution , praying at lowest, for Rc'erenee 
to the Fjghtv three Departmen** of Fraree Hot 5fane»Ile*e 
Deputatmo ecer>« deeU-mg s-mo^g other thing* *Oar 
n ocean \hc«*ori f ung a Bar o! Iron irto the Bay at Ihetr 
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first landing ; this Bar -will float again on the Mediterranean CHAP. IX 
brine before -we consent to be slaves.’ All this for four weeks July 1701 
or more, while the matter still hangs doubtful; Emigration 
streaming with double violence over the frontiers ; ^ France 
seething in fierce agitation of this question and prize-question. 
l^Hiat is to be done with the fugitive Hereditary Representative ? 

Finally, on Friday the 15th of July 1791, the National 
Assembly decides ; in what negatory manner we know. Where- 
upon the Theatres all cl6se, the Bourne-stones and Portable- 
chairs begin spouting. Mimicipal Placards flaming on the 
walls, and Proclamations published by sound of trumpet, 

‘ irndte to repose ’ ; with small effect. And so, on Sunday 
the 17th, there shall be a thing seen, worthy of remembering. 

Scroll of a Petition, drawn up by Brissots, Dantons, by 
Cordeliers, Jacobins ; for the thing was infinitely shaken and 
manipulated, and many had a hand in it : such Scroll lies 
now visible, on the wooden framework of the Fatherland’s 
Altar, for signature. Unworking Paris, male and female, is 
crowding thither, all day, to sign or to see. Our fair Roland 
herself the eye of History can discern there ‘ in the morning ’ ; " 
not without interest. In few' weeks the fair Patriot will quit 
Paris ; yet perhaps only to return. 

But, what with sorrow of balked Patriotism, what with 
closed theatres, and Proclamations still publishing themselves 
by sound of trumpet, the fervour of men’s minds, this day, is 
great. Nay, over and above, there has fal|en out an incident, 
of the nature of Farce-Tragedy and Riddle ; enough to stimu- 
late aU creatures. Early in the day, a Patriot (or some say, 
it was a Patriotess, and indeed the truth is undiscoverable), 
while standing on the firm deal-board of Fatherland’s Altar, 
feels suddenly, with indescribable torpedo-shock of amazement, 
his bootsole pricked through from below ; clutches up suddenly 
this electrified bootsole and foot ; discerns next instant— the 
point of a gimlet or bradawl playing up, through the firm 
deal-board, and now hastily drawing itself back ! Mystery, 
perhaps Treason ? The wooden framework is impetuously 
broken up ; and behold, verily a m}-stery ; never explicable 
fully to the end of the world! Two human in^viduals, of 
mean aspect, one of them with a wooden leg. He ensconced 
there, gimlet in hand : they must have come in overnight ; 

» Bouille, ii. loi. " ,, 



BOOK l\ 
July 17, 
1731 


40 VARENXES 


they hare a supply ol provisions —no ‘ barrel o! gunpotrdcr * 
that one can , the) alTcct to be asleep ; look blank enough, 
and give the lamest account t)I themselves, * >1610 cunosity , 
the) ■were bonng up, to get an ej e-hole , to see, perhaps with 
lubncitj,** whatsoever, Irom that ncx point of vision, could 
be seen * — httJe that was cdttpn'' one would think I But 
indeed what stupidest thing maj not human DiUncss, Pruncnc), 
Lubncit), Chance and tha Devil, choosing Two out of Half 
a million idle human heads tempt thifm to ? * 

Sure enough, the two humm mdmduals with their pmlet 
are there 111 starred pair of individuals I For the result of 
it all IS that Patriotism, fretting itself, m this slate of ncrious 
cxcitahilit) , with hypoUicscs suspiaons and reports, keeps 
qucsliomng these two distracted human indivaduais and again 
questioning them , claps them into the nearest Guardhouse 
clutches them out again , one !i)’polhetic group snatching 
them from another Ull fmall), in sucli extreme stale of nervous 
cxcitabihl). Patriotism Iiangs them as spies of Sicur Metier, 
and the life and secret is choked out of them for evermore 
For evermore, alas 1 Or is a da) to be looked for when these 
two evidentl) mean individuals who are human ncvcrtheles* 
will become I listen cal Hiddln , and, like him of the Iron 
Mask (also a human individual, and evident!) notiung more) 
— have their Dissertations ! To us this onl) is certain, tliat 
the) had a pmlcl, provisions, and a vrooden leg, and liavc 
died there m the Lantcrne, as llie unluckicst fools might die 
And to the signature goes on m a still more cxaled manner 
And Chaumetle for Antiquanans possess the very Paper to 
this hour,*— has signed himself * m a flowing sauc) hand slightly 
leaned * , and IWbert, detestable Pere Duehfsne, as t! ‘an 
inked spi ler had droppcil on the paper* , Usher Maillard also 
has signed, and man) Cresses, which cannot wnlc And Pans 
tlirough its thousand avenues, is welling to the Champ-ile-Mars 
and from it, in the utmost exntabiht) of humour, central 
halherlandi Altar quite leaped with signing Patnols and 
Palnotesses, the Tlurty benches and whole internal Space 
Mwwdtvk wvViv wntookeTS, with tonvtTS and goers 7 ttgurgv 
tatmg whirlpool of men and women in their Sunday clotl es 
All winch a Constitutional Sieur >fotier sees , ami ItaiUy, 
looking into It with his long visage made still longer Augurmg 

// /•# ; » 7>U St llj, fix 
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no good ; perhaps D6cMance and Deposition after all I Stop CHAP. IX 
it, ye Constitutional Patriots ; fire itseli is quenchable, — ^yet 
only quenchable at first. * 

Stop it, truly : but how stop it ? Have not the first free 
People of the Universe a right to petition ? — ^Happily, if also 
unhappily, there is one proof of riot : these two human indi- 
viduals hanged at the Lanterne. Proof, O treacherous Sieur 
Motier ? Were they not two human individuals sent thither 
by thee to be hanged ; to* be a pretext for thy bloody Drapeau 
Rouge ? Tliis question shall many a Patriot, one day, ask ; 
and answer affirmatively, strong in Preternatural Suspicion. 

Enough, towards half-past seven in the evening, the mere 
natural eye can behold tliis thing : Sieur Motier, with Muni- 
cipals in scarf, with blue National Patrollotism, rank after 
rank, to the clang of drums ; ivending resolutely to the Champ- 
de-BIars ; lilayor Bailly, with elongated visage, bearing, as in 
sad duty bound, the Drapeau Rouge. Howl of angry derision 
rises in treble and bass from a hundred thousand tliroats, at 
the sight of Martial Law ; which nevertheless, waving its 
Red sanguinary Flag, advances there, from the Gros-Caillou 
Entrance ; advances, drumming and waving, towards Altar 
of Fatherland. Amid still •wilder howls, with objurgation, 
obtestation ; with flights of pebbles and mud, saxa ct f trees ; 
with crackle of a pistol-shot ; — finally -svith volley-fire of 
Patrollotism ; — ^levelled muskets ; roll o^ volley on volley ! 

Precisely after one year and three days, our sublime Federation 
Field is wetted, in this manner, -ndth French blood. 

Some ‘ ISvelve unfortunately shot,’ reports BaiUy, counting 
by units ; but Patriotism counts by tens and*even by hundreds. 

Not to be forgotten, nor forgiven ! Patriotism flies, shriek- 
ing, execrating. CamiUe ceases journalising, this day; great 
Danton ^vith Camille and Frdron have taken wing, for their 
life; Marat burrows deep in the Earth, and is silent. Once 
more Patrollotism has triumphed; one other time; but it is 
the last. 

This was the Royal Flight to Varennes. Thus was the 
Throne overturned thereby ; but thus also was it "victoriously 
set up again — on its vertex ; and wifi stand while it can be 
held. 
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your sommtul lafce-tragedy» bang botind to and on tbe 
whole, to hop« alwaj's, tn spite ol hope 1 
Naj, now that Kis Majesty has accepted the Constitution, 
to the sound o[ cannon salvoes, who would not hope T Ouf 
pood King was misguided, but he meant well Lalayctte has 
moved for an Amnesty, for umversal forgising and forpettmg 
of Rev olutionatj faults , and now surely the plonous Revolu 
lion, cleared of its tubhish, is complete I Strange enough, 
and touching W several ways, the old cry of 7*»rc le lio\ once 
more n*es round King Ixiuis the Hereditary Representative 
Their Slajcsties went to the Opera , pave money to the Poor 
the Queen herself, now when the Constitution is nceeptetl, 
hears voice of chctnng Bygone shall be bygone, tlie New 
Fra thall begin I To and fro, amid those lamp-palaxies of 
the Ely’sian Helds, the Roybal Carnage slowly wends and rolls , 
ocTyashcre with nrotr, from a multitude stnvmg to be glad 
Louts looks out, mainly on the vanegated lamps and pay 
human groups with satisfaction enough for tlie hour In her 
Majesty t face * under that kind graecfiil smile a deep sadness 
IS legible’* Bnlhancics of \alour and of wit stroll here 
observant ft Dame dc Stacl leaning most probably on live 
arm of her Narbonne She meets Deputies , who Ksve built 
this Constitution , who saunter here with vague commimings 
—not without tlioughts whether it will stand But as yvt 
meJodjous fiddle strings twang and warble everywhere, wjtli 
rhylhm of light fantastic feet , long lamp galaxies fling their 
colouml radiance , and brass lunged Hawkers elbow and bawl 
* Grande Accepiaiion ConsU*ut\m MtmarcAiywe * it behoves 
the Son of Adam to hope Have not Lafayette Bsmase, 
and all Constitutionalists set their shoulders handsomclv to 
the msertetl pyTamid of ft throne? leuillans including 
almost the whole Constitutional Uespectabilils of I ranee 
perorite nightly from their tribune , correspond through all 
Post-onices , denouncing unquiet dacobmisro • trusting well 
lliat i/r lime Is nigh done Much is uncertain questionable , 
but I! the Hereilitary Reprcsentslivc be wise and lucky, rnay 
one not. with a tangumc Gaelic temper, hope that he will grt 
In motion belter or worse , that what Is wanting to him will 
pradually be pained end at! led T 
I or the rest, as we must repeal. In this buddtpg of the Cen 
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slilutional Fabric, especially in this Revision ol it, nothing 
that one could Ihiidc ol to give il new strength, especially to 
steady il, lo give it pernmncjiee, •and even eternity, has been 
forgotten, Biennial Parliament, to be called Legislative, 
Assembler TJ^isla!ivr; with Seven Hundred and Forty-five 
Members, chosen in a judicious manner by the ‘ active citizens ^ 
alone, and even by electing of electors still more active: Ibis, 
with privileges of Parliament, shaU meet, sclf-auU\oriscd if 
need be, and self-dissolved ; shall grant money-supplies and 
talk; watch over the administration and authorities; dis- 
charge for ever the functions of a Constitulionnl Great Council, 
Collective Wisdom and National Palaver — as the Heavens 
will enable. Our First Inennial Parliament, which indeed has 
been a-choosing since carlj' in August, is now ns good as chosen. 
Nay it has mostly got to Paris: it arrived gradually; — not 
without pathetic greeting In its venerable Parent, the now 
moribund Constituent ; and sat there in the Galleries, reverently 
listening ; ready lo begin, the instant the ground were clear. 

Then ns to changes in the Constitution itself ? Tliis, impos- 
sible for any l4Cgis!ativc, or common biennial Parlinmenl, and 
possible solely for some resuscitated Constituent or National 
Convention, is evidently one of the most ticklish points. The 
august moribund Assembly debated il for four entire days. 
Some thought a change, or at least a rcvicwal and new approval, 
might be admissible in lliirly years, some even went lower, 
down to twenty, nay to fifteen. The ai^gusl Assembly had 
once decided for thirty years; l)ut it revoked that, on better 
thoughts ; and did not fix any date of lime, but merely some 
vague outline of n posture of cireumslances, and, on tlic uliolc, 
left the matter hanging.^ Doubtless a National Convention 
can be assembled even xcithiii the thirty years ; yet one may 
hope, not ; but that I/Cgislativcs, biennial Parliaments of the 
common kind, with their limited faculty, and perhaps quiet 
successive additions thereto, may suffice for generations, or 
indeed while computed Time runs. 

Furthermore, be it noted llml no member of this Constituent 
has been, or could be, elected to the new Legislative. So 
noble-minded were these Law-mnkers ! cry some : and Solon- 
like would banish themselves. So splenetic 1 cry more : each 
grudging the other, none daring to be outdone in self-denial 

' C/ssU dc /Caf/frts, etc. (I’.iti'i, lS: 5 ), vi. 239-3 1". 
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IlOOK\ Old Feudal France Thej ha^e suffered somewhat Itoyal 
*<«pL tf>. Session, with ram and Oath of the Tennis Court , Kights of 
1*51 Pentecost , Insurrections of Women Also have they no* 
done somcTshat ? Slade the Constitution, and manag^ all 
things the while , passed, in these twentj nine months, * twentv 
five hundred Decrees,* wluch on the a’v crage is some three for 
each daj, including Sunda>'s 1 Brcsntj, one finds, u possible, 
at times had not 'Moreau de St "Mdej to give three thousand 
orders before rising from his scat? — ^Thcre was ^*^lour (or 
•s alue) In these men , nnd a kind of faith were it on]> faith in 
tills, That cobwebs arc not doth , that a Constitution could 
be made Cobwebs nnd chimeras ought scrllj to disappear, 
for a Iteaht} there is Let formulas soul killing, and now 
grown bod) killing insupportable, begone, m the name of 
Ilcasen and Earth! — ^Time, as we sa), brought forth these 
TweUe Hundred , Ftemity was before them, Flcmit) behind 
the) worked os we nil do in the confluence of Tiro Ftcmities , 
what work was gisen them Say not that it was nothing they 
did Consciousl) the) did somewhat, unconsciously how 
much I TliC) had their giants and their dwarfs, the) accom 
phshed their good and tlicir eiil, the) are gone, and retam 
no more Shall they not go with our blessing m tliese circum 
stances , with our mild farewell T 

II) post, by diligence, on saddle or sole , the) are gone 
towards the lour winds Not a few os er the marches, to rank 
at Coblenti Tluther wended Maury, among others, but In 
the end towanls Rome, — to be clothed tliere In red Cardinal 
plush , In falsehood as In a garment , pel son (licr last bom t) 
of the Scarlet IVoman TaJIeyTand P/ngonJ, carommunleated 
Constitutional Ikshop, will make his was to London to be 
Ambassador, spite of Uie Self den) mg l,aw, bnsk )'o«ng 
jfarquis Chauvehn acting as Ambassador’s Cloak In I-ond<w 
too, one finds Pulton the > irtuous , harangued and barangum; 
plfdpng the wmecup snth Constitutional Reform Club*, la 
solemn tascm-dinner Incorruptible Robespierre retires for a 
little to native Arras seven short weeks of i^ulet , the last 
appointed him in this world Public Accuser In the Pans 
Department, acknowletlged highpncsl of the Jacobins, tie 
glass of Incorruptible thin Palnotwm, for his narrow rmpha*,s 
Is los m 1 of all the narrow,— this man seems to lie ritmg 
whither ? He sells his small I entage at Viras , *eeonp*c5c«! 
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by a Brother and a Sister, he returns, scheming out with resolute 
timidity a small sure destiny for himself and them, to his old 
lodging, at the Cabinet-maker’s, tbc Hue St Honori : O 
resolute-tremulous incorruptible sea-green man, towards tchat 
a destiny 1 

Lafayette, for his part, will lay down the command. lie 
retires CincinnaUis-likc to his hc.arth and farm ; but soon 
leaves them again. Our National Guard, however, shall 
henceforth have no one Commandant ; but all Colonels shall 
command in succession, month .about. Other Deputies we 
have met, or Dame dc Stacl has nict, ‘ sauntering in a thoughtful 
manner ’ ; perhaps uncertain what to do. Some, as Bamnve, 
the Lameths, and their Duporl, will continue here in Paris; 
walcliing the new biennial Legislative, Parliament the First; 
tc.aching it to walk, if so might be ; and the Court to lead it. 

Thus these : sauntering in a tlioughtful manner ; travel- 
ling by post or diligence, — whither Fate beckons. Giant 
Mirabeau slumbers in the Pantheon of Great Itlen : and France ? 
andFairopc ? — the brass-lunged Hawkers sing ‘ Grand Accepta- 
tion, Monarchic Constitution ' through these gay crowds; the 
Morrow, grandson of Yesterday, must be what it can, as Today 
its father is. Our new biennial Legislative begins to constitute 
itself on the first of October 1791. 


CHAPTER II 

TIIK HOOK or THE 

If the august Constituent Assembly itself, faxing the regards 
of the Universe, could, at the present distance of time and 
place, gain comparatively small attention from us, how much 
less can this poor Legislative I It has its Right Side and its 
I^ft; the less Patriotic and the more, for Aristocrats exist 
not here or now : it spouts and speaks ; listens to Reports, 
reads Bills and Laws ; works in its vocation, for a season : 
but the Ilistor)' of France, one finds, is seldom or never there. 
Bnhappy Legislative, what can History do with it ; if not 
^rop a tear over it, almost in silence ? First of the two-year 
Parliaments of France, which, if Paper Constitution and oft- 
VOL. n. D repeated 
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BOOK\ rrpcaUd National Oath could avail aaght» were to follow la 
Ort. 1701 solllj strong indissoluble sequence wKiIe ^mc ran, — It bad to 
vanish dolefully within one. year , and there came no second 
like It, Alas ! jour bjcniual Parliaments in endless Indissoluble 
sequence , Ihej, and all that Constitutional babnc, built with 
such explosive Federation Oaths, and its top-stone brought 
out with dancing and vanegatcd radiance, went to pieces, 
like frail crockery, m the crash of things; and already, m 
eleven short months, were in that Limbo near the Aloon, with 
the ghosts of other Chimeras, There, except for rare specific 
purposes, let them rest, in melancholj peace 
On the whole, how unknown is a man to himself , or a public 
Body of men to itself f Alsop’s flj sat on the chanot wheel 
exclaiming ^\■hat a dust I do raise I Great Governors elad 
m purple with fasces and insignia, are governed bj llieir valets 
by the pouting of their women and children , or, in Constitu 
tional countries, b% the paragraplis of their Able Lditors, Say 
not, I am this or that , I am doing Uus or that I For thou 
knowest tl not, thou knowest orJj the name it as jtl goes by 
A purple 'Ncbuehadneaiar rejoices to 1«1 himsell now venly 
Emperor of this great Babj Ion which he has budded , and m 
a nondescript biped-quadruped, on the es e of a scs-en years 
course of grazing I Thc^ Sesen Hundred and Fortj five 
elected individuals doubt not but tbej are the first biennial 
rarliament, come to govern France bj parliamcntarj elo- 
quence and tliey err svhal ? And they have come to do 
what T Tilings foolish and not wise 1 

It is much lamcntetl bj man\ Uiat this J'irst Ihcnmal haii 
no members of the old Constituent m It, with Ihetr experience 
of parties and pailiamentarj tactics, tliat such was their 
(oohsh ‘^Ifdenjmg Low '^It»t surclj, old members of the 
Constituent haj been welcome to us here But, on tbe other 
hand wliat old or what new meml>efs of an\ Constituent under 
the Sun could hare efleetualU profited T There are f rst 
Inennial Parliaments so postured as to be, in a sense, i-rjvni 
wiiilori , where wwlom and foUj differ onlj in dej^vc. arJ 
wreckage and dissolution arc the appo-ntet! Im«< f'^ 
botlu 

0*d Cons’iluenU, your Bamases, Lametht, arwl the He, 
for whom a special Callers has been set apart, where they 
may sit in boneur ard 1 iten, are In the hal tt of s-eening »t 

Iboe 
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these new Lcgislnlors ; ^ but let not ns I The poor Seven CIIAl’. II 
Hundred nnd Forty-five, sent together by the nclivc citizens Oci. 1701 
o{ France, are -what they could be ; do what is fated them. 

That they arc of Patriot temper we can well undenstand. 
Aristoerat Noblesse had fled over the marches, or sat brooding 
silent in their unburnt CliAtcaus ; .small prospect had lhc 3 ’’ 
in Primarv Klcctoral Assemblies. What with Flights to 
Varennes, what with Day.s of Ponit^rd.s, with plot after plot, 
the People arc left to themselves ; the People must needs 
choose Defenders of the People, such as can be had. Choosing, 
ns ihey also will ever do, ‘ if not the ablest man, j-ct the man 
ablest to be chosen ’ ! Fervour of character, decided Patriot- 
Constitutional feeling ; these arc qualities : but free uttcr- 
anec, mastership in tongue-fence ; this is the quality of qualities. 
Accordingh' one finds, with little astonishment, in this First 
Biennial, that a.s mnn\’ as Four hundred Members arc of the 
Advocate or Attonicj* species. Men who can spcalc, if there 
be aught to .speak : naj* here arc men also who can think, nnd 
even act. Cniidour will say of this ill-fated First French 
Parliament, that it wanted not its modicum of Ualcnt, its modi- 
cum of honestj* ; that it, neither in the one rcsjicct nor in the 
other, sank below the average of Parliaments, l)ut rose above 
the average. Let average Parliament-s, whom the world docs 
nol guillotine, nnd cast forth to long infnmj', be thankful not 
to themselves but to their stars ! 

France, ns we saj’, has once more done what it could : fcr\'id 
men have come together from wide scp.aration ; for strange 
issues. Ficrj' Max Isnard is come, from the utmost .Southeast ; 
ficrj’ Claude Fauchet, Tc-Dcum Fauchet Bishop of Calvados, 
from the utmost Northwest. No Mirabcau now sits here, who 
had swallowed fonuulas : our onlj* ^lirabcau now is Danton, 
working as j'ct out of doors ; whom some call ‘ Mirabcau of 
the Sansculottes.* 

Nevertheless ^\•c have our gifts, — especially of speech and 
logic. An eloquent Vergniuud we have ; most mellifluous yet 
most impetuous of public speakers ; from the region named 
Gironde, of the Garonne ; a man unfortunatclj’^ of indolent 
habits ; who ^vjll sit playing with your children, when he 
ought to be scheming and perorating. Sharp-bustling Guadet ; 
considerate grave Gensonnd; kind-sparkling mirthful young 

' Dumoiiricz, ii, IS®, etc. 
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Ducos ; ValoK? doomed to a sad end : all these Ukewuc are ol 
that Gironde or Bordeaux re^on; men of Jenid Cortsiha- 
tional prindpTes: of quick talent, irrefragable logic, dear 
mpecUbaity; who will have the Reign of Liberty esUWUh 
itsd/, but only by respectable methods. Boimd whom other* 
of like temper will gather ; known by and by as GiVondinr, to 
the sorrowing wonder of the world. Of which sort note Con* 



dorret, Marquis and rUilosopbcr; who has sTorked at much, 
at Paris Slunicipol Corrslitutlon, BilTcrtntial Calculus, Kew*- 
paper CArortt^we de Parij, Biopnpby, Philosophy ; and nw 
kit* here ns two-year* Senator; a notable Condorect, wiih 
stoical Roman lac® and fiery heart ; * voleano tvid under ^ow ’ ; 
St j Jed Jilewlie, In Irm-ermt language, ‘rwuton peaee- 

ablest ol creatures bitten rabid ! Dr note, lastly, Jean-lVne 
Rrusot ; whom Destiny, long working noisily with h^, ha* 
htiried lu'ther, *ay, to has'C done with him, A biennial Senator 

be 
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he too; nay, for the present, tlic king of such. Restless, CHAP. 11 
scheming, scribbling Brissot ; who took to himself the style dc Oct 1701- 
Wannllc, heralds know not in the least why ; — unless it were 
that the fatlicr of him did, in an unexceptionable manner, 
perform Cookery and Vintnery in the Village of Oimrvillc ? 

A man of the w’indmill species, that grinds always, turning 
towards all winds ; not in the steadiest manner. 

In all these men there, is talent, faculty to work ; and they 
•will do it : working 
and shaping, not xvilh- 
out effect, tliough alas 
not in marble, only in 
quicksand I — ^But the 
highest faculty of them 
all remains yet to be 
mentioned ; or indeed 
has yet to unfold itself 
for mention : Captain 
Hippolyte Carnot, sent 
hither from the Pas 
de Calais ; with his 
cold mathematical 
head, and silent stub- 
bornness of will : iron 
Carnot, far - planning, 
imperturbable, uncon- 
querable ; who, in the 
hour of need, shall not 
be found wanting. 

His hair is yet black ; 

and it shall grow gray, under many kinds of fortune, 
bright and troublous ; and with iron aspect, this man shall 
face them all. 

Nor is C6t6 Droit, and band of King’s friends, wanting: 

Vaublanc, Dumas, Jaucourt the honoured Chevalier ; who love 
Liberty, yet with Monarchy over it; and speak fearlessly 
according to that faith; — ^whom the thick-coming hurricanes 
will sweep away. With them let a new military Theodore 
Lameth be named ; — '^verc it only for his two Brothers’ sake, 
who look down on him, approvingly there, from the Old-Con- 
stituents’ Gallery. Frothy professing Pastorets, honey-mouthed 

conciliatory 
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\ conaltatorj Lamourtttcj, and fpeechJcss nameless individuals 
«:3* sit plentiful, as Jlodcratts^ m the middle. SliU less w a CiU 
(TeucAe wanting • extreme Lelt , silting on the topmost beridjea. 
as if aloft on its spceulatoiy Height or Afevniatn, which will 
become a practical fulminatory Height, and msie the name of 
3fountain famous infamous to all times and lands. 

Honour waits not on this mountain , nor ns jtI cm loud 
dishonour Gifts it boasts not, nor, graces, of speaking or of 
thinking ; solcls this one gift of assu^ faith, of audacity that 
will del j the Earth and the Ilcas ens Foremost here arc the Cor- 
delier Ino • hot tferhn from TluonviUe, hot Baiairt, Attomevs 
both ; Chabot, disfrocked Cnpuchin, skilful in agio. Lawyer 
Ijictoix, who wore once as subaltern the tingle epaulette, has 
loud lungs and a Imngrj heart There loo is Couthon. little 
dreaming trhal he is , — whom a sad chance lias paralvscd in the 
lower extremities For, it seems, he sat once a whole night, 
not Warm in lus true-lo\e*8 bower (who indeed was by law 
nnolher’s), but sunken to the middle in a cold peat bc^; being 
hunted out from her ; quaking for Jus life. In the cold quaking 
momss ; ’ and goes now on crutches to the end Cambon 
likewise, m whom slumbers undeveloped such a finance talent 
for pnntmg of Assigunls , hallicr of Faper-moncy; wlio, in 
the hour of menace, shall utter this stem sentenee, * W ar to 
the Manor house, pence to the Hut, Currre out Chdlfaur, pcir 
cttr CAotimi^rrt / ’ * I..ecointre, the intrepid draper of \cr» 
saillcs IS welcome here , known since the Opera Ucpa.it and 
IftfurreelJon of Momrn Thunot too; Flector Tliunot. who 
stood in the embrasures of the UaitiHe, and saw Saint Antoine 
rising in mass; who has manj other things to see Lait and 
grimmest of all, ilote old Iluhl, witli his brown dusk) face and 
long white hair; of Alsatian l;ulhcran lirwl; a man whom 
age and liook learning have not taught ; who, haranguing the 
old men of Ilheims sluU hold up the Saeml .^fnpwlkj (Heaven 
sent, wherefrom Clovis and all Kings liave licen amanted) as 
a mere worthless t il bottle, and dash it to si enis on tlie pave- 
ment there ; wlio alas, sliall d-wh much to thrrds, and fjiaHy 
Ills own Wild head bv paled shot, and to end it. 

Such lava welters rrdhot In tlw bowels of this Sfounlam, 
unknown to the world and to itself t A mere fT»nn»onpt*ce 
Mountain hitherto; dutlnguahed from tl*e I’Uln chlefy by 
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BOORV and Without dissidence grows opposition, trer widening; 

1701 waxing into mcompatibilitv and internecme feud; t31 the 
strong IS abolished bj a sironger, himself fa hts turn bp a 
strongest 1 MTio can help it 7 Jaucourt and his Monarch 
ista, reuHlans, or 3IodcTates ; Bnssot and his Bnssotins, 
Jacobins, or Girondins; Uiese, with the Cordelier Tno. and 
nil men, must work what is appointed them and m the way 
oppointcd them 

And to think what fate these poor Seven Ilondred and 
Fortj five are assembled, most unwitting!} , to meet 1 Let no 
heart be so hard as not to pity them Their soul s wish was 
to li% e and work as the Hrst of the French rorliamenU ; and 
make the Conslitubon march. Did they not, at their very 
instalment, go through the most affecting Constitutional cere- 
mon> , almost with tears ? The Twcls e eldest are sent loleninly 
to fetch Uie Constitution itself, the pnntcd Book of the Law 
Archinst Camus, an Old Constituent appointed Archivist, 
he and the Ancient Twelve, amid blare o! mflitar} pomp and 
clangour, enter, bearing the distne Book and President and 
all legislative Senators Ia>mg their hand on the same, sue 
ccssivclj take the Oath, with cheers and heart 'effusion, unireml 
Ihrcc-timcs three ' In this manner they begin their Session 
Unlwipp} mortals! For, that same da}, )iis Majesty having 
received their Deputation of Welcome, as seemed, rather dnl}, 
the Deputation cannot but feel ■tiglitcd, cannot but lament 
such slight and thereupon our clieenng swearing first Patha 
ment sees itself, on the morrow, obliged to exploile into ferre 
retaliator) sputter of anti ro}al Fnaclmenl m to how Ihej, 
for their part, will receive Jlajcstj , and how Majest} shall 
not be called Sub anj more, except the} please am! then oa 
the followmg daj , to recall this F nnetment of thein, as loo 
hast}, and a mere sputter, tliough not unprovoked 

An efIcTTcscent well Intentloncd set of ‘wnalon , too com 
bustiUe, where continual sparks are fl}^ng ! Tlieir llistor) Is 
a sene* of spulten and quarrels , true desire to do their 
function fatal impovvibility to do It Denunciations, repri 
mandmgs of Kmga Mimsters. of tr&ftors suppo»«f am! real, 
hot rage and fulmlnallon against fulminating fjnfgranti « 
terror of Austrian Kaiser, of * Austrian Cranmiltee * In the 
Tunenes itself, rage and haunting lerrof, haste anti demit 
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nntl dim bewilderment ! — Hnsle, we sny ; nnd ycl the Const!- C'HAf’. If 
lotion hnd provided npainsL hnsle. No Hill enn be passed till iTiWit! 
it have been printed, till it have been thriec rend, with intcnmls 
of eight days ; — ‘ onlcss the Assembly shall beforehand decree * 
that there is nrpcncy.’ 'Wliich. ncenrdingly the Assembly, 
scnipuloos of the Constitution, never omits to do : Considering 
(his, nnd also considering that, nnd then that other, the 
Assembly decrees nlways ' qu'il 1/ a firgenre’; nnd there- 
upon * tlic Assembly, having decreed that there is nrgence,’ 
is free to decree — what indispensable distracted thing seems 
best to it. Two thousand nnd odd decrees, ns men reckon, 
within Klevcn months!* 
llic haste of the Con- 
stituent seemed great ; 
but this is treble-quick. 

For the time itself is 
rushing treble - quick ; 
nnd they have to keep 
p.ncc with that. Un- 
liappy Seven Hundred 
nnd Forty-five: tnic- 
patriotic, but .so com- 
bustible; being fired, 
they must needs fling 
fire : Senate of touch- 
wood nnd rockcl.s, in 
n world of srnokc- 
slonn, with iqtarks 
wind - driven continu- 
ally flying I 

Or think, on the other hand, looking fonvnrd some months, 
of tliat scene they cal! limner tie jMtnourclle I Tlic dangers 
of the country arc now grown imminent, immeasurable ; 

National Assembly, hope of France, is divided against itself. 

In such cxlrcine circumstances, honey-mouthed Abbd Lnmou- 
rette, new Bishop of Lyons, rises, whose name, Vamourdlc, 
signifies the sxrrrfhcarl, or Delilah doxy, — he rises, nnd, ivith 
pathetic honeyed eloquence, calls on nil nugust Senators to 
forget mutual griefs nnd grudgc.s, to .wear n new oath, and 
unite ns brothers’. Wicrcupon thej' nil, witli vi\’ats, embrace 

* Moninailhrt!, i, 237* 
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warfare an Armj, from three to fifteen thousand strong. eaUed 
the Brigands of Avignon ; which title they tfiemselres aeeept. 
With the addition of an epithet. ‘ The fcrcre B ngandi of Avignon t* 
It ts even so Jourdan the Headsman flod hither Iron that 
ChAtelet Inquest, from that InrurTcction ol ^^otncn; and 
began dealing in madder * but the scene was nfe m other than 
dye-stuBs ; so Jourdan shut his tnaddcr-shop, and has nsen, 
for he was the man to do iL The tile-beard of Jourdan u 
shaven off ; his fat visage has got coppered and studded with 
black carbuncles ; the Silenus trunk is swollen with dnnk and 
high Imng ; be wears blue National uniform with epaulettes, 
* an enormous sabre, two horsc-ptslols crossed »n his belt, and 
other two smaller sticking from his pockets’, iljles himself 
General, and is the tyrant of men.* Consider this one fact, O 
Header ; and what sort of facts must have preceded it, must 
aecompanj it t Such things come of old Hen^ ; ami of the 
question which has risen, ^\■hclhcr Avignon cannot now cease 
wholly to be Papal, and become French and free ? 

For some twenty five months the confusion has lasteil Say 
three months of arguing; then seven of raging; then finally 
some fillccn months now of fighting and men of lianging 
For alread> in February 17E>0, tlie Papal Anstocrata had set 
up four gibbets, for a sign , but the People rose In June, In 
rclnbutive frenzy , and, forcing the public Hangman to act, 
hanged four Aristocrats, on each I’apal pbliet a Papal Haman 
Then were Avignon I migrations. Papal Anitocrats emigrating 
oser the Hhone lUset; demission of Papal Consu!, flight, 
victory • re entrance of Papal I,egatc, truce, and new onslaught ; 
and the sranous turns of war. Petitions there were to National 
Assembly ; Cohgmie# of Townships ; threescore and odd 
Townships voting for French Reunion and the blessings o! 
liberty ; while some twelve of the imaller, manlpuUtexl by 
Anito^ts, ga\ e vote the oilier way : with shrieks and discord t 
Township against Township, Town against Town * Carpentm». 
long iealous of Asignoti, Is how turned out In open war with 
It and Jourdan Coupe l/'e, your first Cenend being lilletl 
in mutiny* closes his dye-shop; and does there vlnbly, with 
iiege-artillety , abo\*e all with bJuiter and tumult, with the 
‘brave Brigands of Avignon,* beleaguer the Ht*! Town, for 
two months, in the face of the world 
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Feats were done, doubt it not, far-famed in Parish History ; CHAP. Ill 
but to Universal History unknown. Gibbets we see rise, on 1789-91 
the one side and on the other ; and wretched carcasses swing- 
ing there, a dozen in the row ; wretched Mayor of Vaison 
buried before dead.^ The fruitful seedflelds lie unreaped, the 
vineyards trampled down; there is red cruelty, madness of 
universal choler and gaU. Havoc and anarchy everywhere ; a 
combustion most fierce, but wnlucent, not to be noticed here ! 

— ^Finally, as we saw, on 'the 14th of September last, the 
National Constituent Assembly, — Shaving sent Commissioners 
and heard them ; ^ having heard Petitions, held Debates, 
month after month ever since August 1789 ; and on the whole 
‘ spent thirty sittings ’ on this matter, — did solemnly decree 
that Avignon and the Comtat were incorporated with France, 
and his Holiness the Pope should have what indemnity was 
reasonable. 

And so hereby aU is amnestied and finished ? Alas, when 
madness of choler has gone through the blood of men, and 
gibbets have svning on this side and on that, what will a parch- 
ment Decree and Lafayette Amnesty do ? Oblivious Lethe 
flows not above groimd I Papal Aristocrats and Patriot Brigands 
are still an eye-sorrow to each other ; suspected, suspicious, 
in what they do and forbear. The august Constituent Assembly 
is gone but a fortnight, when, on Sunday the Sixteenth morning 
of October 1791, the unquenched combustion suddenly becomes 
luminous. For Anti-constitutional Placards are up, and the 
Statue of the Virgin is said to have shed tears, and grown red.® 
Wherefore, oh that morning. Patriot I’Escuyer, one of our ‘ six 
leading Patriots,’ having taken counsel with his brethren and 
General Jourdan, determines on going to Church, in company 
with a friend or two : not to hear mass, which he values little ; 
but to meet all the Papalists there in a body, nay to meet that 
same weeping Virgin, for it is the Cordeliers Church ; and give 
them a word of admonition. Adventurous errand; which 
has the fatalest issue ! What L’Escuyer’s word of admonition 
might be, no History records; but the answer to it was a 

^ Barbaroux, M^moirts^ p, 26. 

2 Lescene Desmaisons, Compte rendu h V Assemble Naiionalt lo Se^iembre 1791 
{^Choix des Rapports y vii. 273*93), 

® Froch-verhal de la Commune d^AvigncHy etc, (in Hist, Parh xii. 419*23), 
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B00K> bmk ^ouLb of Angaon, mth Cboai Drai^wns, dose in his 
iW-oa fcu 1 Wlh wdi swollen mass ol a ndcr no nag can run to 
advantage. The Urcd nag/ spur-dnven, does take the River 
Sorgne ; but sticks m the middle ol it ; him on that thiero 
fondo di Sorga; and will proceed no (urthcr for spumrgl 
Young Ligonnct dashes up; the Copper face menaces and 
bcUovrs, draws pistol, perhaps even snaps it; u neverthdess 
seized by the collar, willed firm, anMes under horse’s belly, 
and ndden back to A^ngnon, hardly’lo be sated from massacre 
on the streets there,* 

Such IS the combustion ol Avignon nnd the Southwest, 
when it becomes luminous. Long loud debate is m the august 
Legislative, in the Sfothcr Society, as to what now shall be 
done with It, iVmncsty, cry eloquent Vergniaud and all PatnoU 
Jet there be mutual pardon and rrpenlanee, irstoration, paeifi 
cation, and, if so might anjhow be, an end I Mliich vote 
ultimately pm ails. So the Southwest smoulders and welters 
again in on * Amnest j or Non ronembranee, which alas 
cannot tut remember, no Lethe flowing abos c ground ! Jouidan 
bunseff remains unhanged , gets loose again, as one not jet 
gallows npc , naj, as we tmnsicnllj discern from the distance. 
IS * ntmtd in Inumpb through the oUn of the South.' * >Miat 
things men carry 1 

With which transient glimpse, ol a Copper- faced Portent 
faring in this manner through the Cities ol the South, we must 
quit dicse regions and Jet them tmouJder They want not 
their AmtocmlJ ; proud old Nobles, not yet emigrated Aries 
has its ‘ CAifJoflne,' so. In sj-mbohcal cant, they name that 
Arutocrat SeeteC Aasocialion ; Arles has lu parrmenti pfled 
up, by and b>, into Aniloerat bamcadcs Agaiml which 
Rebeequi. tlie hot-eicar Patriot, must lead 3faneil'e«: with 
cannon The Rar ol Iron has not jet tuen to the top In the 
Raj ol Marseilles ; neither hare these hot Sons of tl>e I’boceans 
submitted to be slai’cs, Ilj clear management and hot IrMtanev, 
Rebeequi dmipates that CAt^imn/, without blood»he<! } restores 
the pavement of Aries, lie saHi In Const barks, this IUl«cequi, 
scrutinising iui|ucioui Jfartcllo- towers, with the Icen eye of 
J’atnotum , mimehes enrerUnd with despateK » ngly, or io 
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force ; to City after City ; dim scouring far and wide ; ^ — 
argues, and if it must be, fights. For there is much to do ; 
Jal^s itself is looking suspicious. Sp that Legislator Fauchet, 
after debate on it, has to propose Commissioners and a Camp 
on tlie Plain of Beaucaire ; with or without result. 

Of all which, and much else, let us note only this small con- 
sequence, that young Barbarous, Advocate, Toivn-Clerk of 
Marseilles, being charged to have these things remedied, arrives 
at Paris in tlie month of February 1792. The beautiful and 
brave : young Spartan, ripe in energy, not ripe in wisdom ; 
over whose black doom there shall flit nevertheless a certain 
ruddy fenmur, streaks of bright Southern tint, not wholly 
swallowed of Death 1 Note also that the Rolands of Lyons 
are again in Paris ; for tlie second and final time. King’s 
Inspectorship is abrogated at Lyons, as elsewhere : Roland 
has liis retiring-pension to claim, if attainable ; has Patriot 
friends to commune with ; at lowest, lias a Book to publish. 
Tliat young Barbaroux and the Rolands came together ; that 
elderly Spartan Roland liked, or even loved the young Spartan, 

and was loved by him, one can fancy : and ^ladame ? 

Breathe not, thou poison-breath. Evil-speech 1 That soul is 
taintless, clear as ^e mirror-sea. And yet if they tivo did 
look into each other’s eyes, and each, in silence, in tragical 
renuneiance, did find that the other was all-too lovely ? Honi 
soil ! She calls him ‘ beautiful as Antinous ’ ; he ‘ will speak 
elsewhere of that astonishing woman.’ — A jMadame d’Udon 
(or some such name, for Dumont docs not recollect quite clearly) 
gives copious Breakfast to the Brissotin Deputies and us Friends 
of Freedom, at her House in the Place VendOme ; "with tempo- 
rary celebrit}', with graces and ivreathed smiles ; not without 
cost. There, amid wide babble and jingle, our plan of Legisla- 
tive Debate is settled for the day, and much counselling held. 
Strict Roland is seen there, but does not go often." 

^ BsrMroux, p- 2I ; //iV/. Par/, xnu ^21-4. 

" Dumont, Soirz'cnirs, p. 374- 
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CHAPTER IV 

\a SCCAR 

SCCTi arc our inward troubles; seen in the Cues of the 
South ; extant, seen or unseen, m aJl cities and dwtnets. North 
as well as South For ill all are Anstocrats, more or less malig- 
nant ; watched bj PotnoUsm ; which again, being of vanoos 
shades, from light Fa>*ettUt Fcmllant down to deep-sombre 
Jacobin, has to watch even tUelf. 

Directories of Departments, what we call County JIagti 
trades, being chosen b> CiUzens of a too *acUic* doss, are 
found to pull one waj ; SluniapaliUcs, Town Magistraaes, to 
pull the other wa>. In all places loo are Dmidrnt Priests; 
whom the Legislative will have to deal with ; contumadous 
indiMduals. worlang on that nngritst cl passions; plotting 
enlisting for Coblentr; or suspected of plotting: fuel of a 
universal unconsUtutional heat. tMiat to do with them T 
TJjcy may be conscientious as well as eonlumanous genllj 
the) should be dealt with, and jtI It must be sperdilj. In 
umlluminatcd La Vend^ the simple are hVe to be seduced bj 
them : manj a simple peasant, a Calhelmcau the wooldcaler 
wa) faring meditative with his woolpaeks, in these hamltts, 
dubiously sliakes hii head 1 Two Assembly CommUstonert 
went tluther last Autumn ; considemle Gensonn#, not yet 
called to be a senator; Galloit, an editorial man These 
Two, consulting with General Dumounea, spaVe and worVed. 
soflls. with judgment ; they base hushed down the irritation, 
and prcxluccd a soft Ifrport,— -for the time 

Tlie General himself doubts not In Uie least but he can Vrrp 
peace lliete; l»einganable man. lie passes these frtw'y months 
among the pleasant people of Ntort, occupies ' lotcral 1/ Kami 
some apartments In the Castle of Nmrt/ and tempers the miwls 
of men.* DTiy is there but one Pumounnt f lJ»ewherr 
joii fini South or North, nothing but ontcmpeird obseurr 
jamng ; which brtaLs forth ever and anon into open elargwir 
of riot Soulbem Perpignan has its toesH. by torrMtg»-t j 
with rushing and onslaught • Northern Caen, not less, by day 
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light ; with Aristocrats ranged in arms at Places of Worship ; 
Departmental compromise proving impossible ; breaking into 
musketry and a Plot discovered 1 ^ Add Hunger too : for 
bread, always dear, is getting dearer : not so much as Sugar 
can be had; for good reasons. Poor Simoneau, Mayor of 
Etampes, in this Northern region, hanging out his Red Flag 
in some riot of grains, is trampled to death by a hungry exasper- 
ated People, IVhat a trade this of^Mayor, in these times! 
Mayor of Saint-Denis hung at the Lanterne, by Suspicion and 
Dyspepsia, as we saw long since ; Mayor of Vaison, as we saw 
lately, buried before dead; and now this poor Simoneau the 
Tanner, of Etampes, — whom legal Constitutionalism will not 
forget. 

With factions, suspicions, want of bread and sugar, it is 
verily what they call dScliird, tom asunder, this poor country : 
France and all that is Frendi, For, over seas too come bad 
news. In black Saint-Domingo, before that variegated Glitter 
in the Champs Elys6es was lit for an Accepted Constitution, 
there had risen, and was burning contemporary with it, quite 
another variegated Glitter and nocturnal I^lgor, had we 
known it : of molasses and ardent-spirits ; of sugar-boileries, 
plantations, furniture, cattle and men : sky-high ; the Plain 
of Cap Franfais one huge whirl of smoke and flame 1 

What a change here, in these two years ; since that first 
‘ Box of Tricolor Cockades ’ got through the Custom-house 
and atrabiliar Creoles too rejoiced that there was a levelling 
of Bastilles ! Levelling is comfortable, as we often say : 
levelling, yet only down to oneself. Your pale-white Creoles 
have their grievances : — and your yellow Quarteroons ? And 
your dark-yellow Mulattoes ? And your Slaves soot-black ? 
Quarteroon Oge, Friend of our Parisian-Brissotin Friends of 
the Blacks, felt, for his share too, that Insurrection was the 
most sacred of duties. So the tricolor Cockades had fluttered 
and swashed only some tliree months on the Creole hat, when 
Og6’s signal conflagrations went aloft ; with the voice of rage 
and terror. Repressed, doomed to die, he took black powder 
or seedgrains in the hollow of his hand, this Og6 ; sprinkled a 
film of white ones on the top, and said to his Judges, ‘ Behold, 
they are white ’ ; then shook his hand, and said, ‘ Where are the 
whites. Oil sont les blancs ? ’ 

^ FarL xii. 131, 141 ; xiii 114, 417. 
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ROOK V So now, in the Autmmi of 1701, lootia;: from the «ky wirdowt 
iroi-oi of Cap Franfaw, thick cloudi of imoke prdlc our homon, 
imoke m the day, in thc'nighl Rre; pfTrceded by fagiUt-c 
ihncXin;? while women, by Terror ant! Humoar. Ultek 
demonised sfpiadrons Krc massacring and harrying, wrth name- 
lea cnicUy. They fight and fire "from behind thickrtj and 
corerta,* for the Black man lores the Bush ; the) rush to the 
attack, thousands strong, with brandished cutlasses and funis, 
with capenngs, shoutings and vdafcration. — which, if the 
IVhitc Volunteer Cotnpanj stands firm, dwindle Into stapgerings, 
into quick gabblcment, into panic flight at the first sroBcy, 
perhaps before it.* Poor Ogi could be broken on the wheel ; 
this firr-whiriwind loo can be abated, driren up into the Jloun- 
tains ; but Saint Domingo it sAaJbm, as Ogi*i scedgralns were ; 
sliflking, wnthing In long homd death thro^ it is Black without 
remedj ; and rrmainj, as African Haiti, a monition to the 
world 

O my Parisian Fnends, is not Mir, as well as BegTaleT* and 
FeuiUant Plotten, one cause of the astonishing dearth of 
Sugar! The Grocer, palpitant, with drooping hp, sees his 
Sugar far/; weighed out by female Patnotism, In instant 
Ttlml, at the Inadequalt rate of Iwtnti five sous, or thirteen 
pence a pounA ‘ Abstain from it 1 ' Yes, ye Patnot Seelions. 
all je Jacobins, abstain! Ixruvct and Collot-d’lfcrbols so 
advise : resolute to make the sacrifice ; though * how shall 
literary men do without coffee?* Abstain, with an oath; 
that is the surest 1 * 

Also, forhke reason, must not Brest and the Shipping Interest 
languish T Poor Brest languishes, sorrowing, not without 
spleen : denounces an Arwtocrat Bertrand MoleviUe, traitorous 
Anstocrat Jlanne-Mmliter. Do not her Ships and King's 
Ships be rotting piecemeal in harbour ; Naeal OTlcrrs mostly 
felt, and on furtougli too, with pay ? little stirring there , 
if it be not the B*est CalVji, whlp-dnvcn. with their CalVy- 
SUves. — alas, with some Forty of our hap’ess Swiss SoLliers 
of Chileau \»eu*, among others t These forty Swi*s. too 
mindful of Kaftci, do now, in their red srool «ps, tug sorrow, 
lull) at tlie oar; looting into the Atlantic brine, which refeets 
only Ihetr own sorrowful sliaggy face* t •wrt forgotten of 
Hope 
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But, on the whole, may we not say, in figurative language, 
that the French Constitution which shall march is very rheu- 
matic, full of shooting internal pains, in joint and muscle ; 
and wiU not march without difficulty ? 


CRAPTER- V 

KINGS AND EMIGRANTS 

Extremely rheumatic Constitutions have been known to 
march, and keep on their feet, though in a staggering sprawl- 
ing manner, for long periods, in virtue of one thing only : 
that the Head were healthy. But this Head of the French 
Constitution ! What Bang Louis is and cannot help being. 
Readers already know. A King who cannot take the Consti- 
tution, nor reject the Constitution ; nor do anything at all, 
but miserably ask. What shall I do ? A King environed with 
endless confusions ; in whose own mind is no germ of order. 
Haughty implacable remnants of Noblesse struggling with 
humiliated repentant Barnave-Lameths ; struggling in that 
obscure element of fetchers and carriers, of Half-pay braggarts 
from the Cafe Valois, of Chambermaids, whisperers, and sub- 
altern officious persons ; fierce Patriotism looking on all the 
while, more and more suspicious, from without ; what, in such 
struggle, can they do ? At best, cancel one another, and 
produce zero. Poor King ! Bamave and your Senatorial 
Jaucourts speak earnestly into this ear ; Bertrand-Moleville, 
and Messengers from Coblentz, speak earnestly into that : the 
poor Royal head turns to the one side and to the other side ; 
can turn itself fixedly to no side. Let Decency drop a veil 
over it : sorrier misery was seldom enacted in the world. This 
one small fact, does it not throw the saddest light on much ? 
The Queen is lamenting to Madame Campan : ‘ What am I to 
d(J ? When they, these Bamaves, get us advised to any step 
which the Noblesse do not like, then I am pouted at ; nobody 
comes to my card-table ; the King^s Couchee is solitary.’ ^ In 
such a case of dubiety, what is one to do ? Go inevitably to 
the groimd ! 
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Itf Xb;;;* iOfrpt«3 tiii CcasUisttiru Jbecm.^ 
hard tha* jt wiU co* senre be studies jt, arid exttti*rt t‘ la 
the hope nianJr tha* It Kill be focnd laexer a taVe Kins* 
Ship* lie n harbour, their cfT'cen po-e, the \r’T«s 

dacr^rar wtj , robber* seoa' the IIiphKaya, Khich wear down 
unrepaired . all Pob’ie Service h« tladc aad K 3 J*e lh<» Lxecu 
tiTc nabts no e'^ert, or an elToct orJy to throw the blane on 
th** Cor*tj*t.tion. Shamnurp death. * /tfvtanX Ls nerl * * ^^■ba• 
Conjti^uUcT, use i* in th.! manner, can march * * Crow to 
dispuat the Nation.’ it will IruV * cnleM j«ni T it p ’ vj w tod 'pnit 
the Nation » It « Bertrand d* Mc^cviTc t p’an. and hJi 
Majrt*y*i , th- bet* th'v can form 

Or if. after * 11 , this best plan pnired loo slow , pnired a 
lailtr-e ? rVonden’ of that too the Qneen, shroud'd In deepes* 
mrf’rrv, * wn’es aH dav, En c’pher dii after dav to Cobfenti ’ , 
I.rp'ieerCopi.eUt, I •• of the N ef Sport whixn the lAfavettc 
\mnestv has delivered frewn I’nsoti, nde* and runs. Nowand 
then, on f » cceas-'on, a Bond lamHiar visit can be paid to that 
^aTe de 3^arfpe an arcc*i"P miwurapn;: Royal Speech 
(smeerr doub* it rot, for the mcment) can be delivered there 
ard the Sena*o*n all ehee' and a!“tort weep —at the sarnc 
time Jlallet do Fan has visible ceased cth’ir? and invisibly 
bears a* nsod a Kirp s Au’ofraph. solieitin? help frtsn the 
Fowipn Fo'mtatrs* Lnhappv Lous, do this thmp sir else 
that o’h'T— tf ibwi eew'ds'* ! 

The ihnp whieh the Km;; s Coremment d d do was to 
a’acrvr d t*rac*ed3v tnjm ct3C»radie*ioa to ecntradirt on aa<! 
wrd'* rp yirc to Rater enreJopc itse?/ m him-'p ami Mthr 
$*citT-t iH-ton and reedv c t i m i p ’ibV Fatnoti a"c inpped wi h 
pnfsert* of rash Ib'V accept the *op , thev nse rt^mVd 
bv i*. andw-travel their own wav* Nay, the Kir^* CoTtra- 
mer’ d,<l I kewise hi"’ lland-eb»ppe*n. c* eloptrarr person* to 
ap, la.itL Sulitfr'anean Kirarrl tas I"i**een Ifundr^ Men in 
Kinj * par at t*^ ra'c cf soe'e lOCOOlL ste^’ n; pc* r*ee*h 
what he c&Ti * a staT of pen.^ * FararTfph wrier*, llsranl 
Jjaf''al-s»* ’two 1 and etp^’v tpplatidrr*, at three 

*J i ir^ a dar * one of the strand's* ’•la*’* ever eommandctl 
by man.'— ihe rjui*e*-trri and aceotm* boohs of which s* 1 
rvst.* TVrrtrarx! >f ^levdle K."'*e’L in a way be th-nli sery 

u ^ k, « « ' t tm 

* /vt ». * »• ’ H.*» c* * * 

dra’eepos. 



KINGS AND EMIGRANTS 


71 


dexterous, contrives to pack the Galleries of the Legislative ; 
gets Sansculottes hired to go thither, and applaud at a signal 
given, they fancying it was P6tion that bade them : a device 
which was not detected for almost a week. Dexterous enough ; 
as if a man, finding the Day fast decline, should determine on 
altering the Clock-hands : that is a thing possible for him. 

Here too let us note an unexpected apparition of Philippe 
d’Orldans at Court : his^ last at the Levee of any King. 
D’Orldans, some time in the winter months seemingly, has 
been appointed to that old first-coveted rank of Admiral, — 
though only • over ships rotting in port. The wished-for 
comes too late 1 However, he waits on Bertrand-Molcville to 
give thanlvs : nay to state that he would willingly thank his 
majesty in person: that, in spite of all the horrible things 
men have said and sung, he is far from being his Majesty’s 
enemy ; at bottom, how far ! Bertrand delivers the message, 
brings about the royal Interview, winch does pass to the satis- 
faction of his Jlajesty; D’Orldans seeming clearly repentant, 
determined to turn over a new leaf. And yet, next Sunday, 
what do w'c see ? ‘ Next Sunday,’ says Bertrand, ‘ he came to 
the King’s Levee ; but the Courtiers ignorant of what had 
passed, the Crowd of Royalists who were accustomed to resort 
tliither on tliat day specially to pay their court, gave liim the 
most humiliating reception. They came pressing round him ; 
managing, as if by mistake, to tread on his toes, to elbow him 
towards the door, and not let him enter again. He went down- 
stairs to her Majesty’s Apartments, where cover was laid ; so 
soon as he showed face, sounds rose on all sides, “ MessieurSi 
take care of the dishes , as if he had carried poison in lus pockets. 
The insults, which his presence everysvhere extited, forced him 
to retire without having seen the Royal Family: the crowd 
followed him to the Queen’s staircase ; in descending, he 
received a spitting {crachai) on the head, and some others on 
his clothes. Rage and spite were seen visibly painted on his 
face ’ : ^ as indeed how could they miss to be ? He imputes 
it all to the King and Queen, who loxow nothing of it, who are 
even much grieved at it ; and so descends to liis Chaos again. 
Bertrand was there at the Ch&teau that day himself, and an 
eye-^vitness to these things. 

For the rest, Non-jurant Priests, and the repression of them, 
J Bertrand-Moleville, i. 177. 
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I500K% distract the King’* ecnscicnce; Era5g-ant Pnecw «»d 
I79i>93 Noblesse will Itrre hisn to ^oahle-dealmg : there must be rr*a 
on teio; amid the erer-miiiag Indignation ol men. For 
Patnotlsm, as we «aid, look* on from without, more and more 
eiispiaous Waaang tempest, blast alter blast, ol Patnetic 
indignation, from with out; dim inorganic whirl of Inlngnes, 
Fatmtjcs, within I Inorganic; fatuous ; from which the ere 
turns awa}. De Sta^ intnguca foj; her to gallant harbonne, 
to get him made or Minuter; and ceases not, having got 
him made The King thaU fly to Rouen; ihall there, with 
the gallant Karbonne, properiy ‘modifj the Constitution.* 
Thu is the tame bruk Narbonne, who, lart year, cut out from 
their entanglement, by force ol dragoons, those poor fupbrc 
Ito}‘al Aunt* • men «v he is at bottom their BfotheT, or even 
more, to scandalous is scandal lie drives now, with his De 
Sta^, rapidly to the Armies, to the Frontier Towns , pro 
duces rosc^Iourcd Reports, not too credible , perorates, ges 
ticulatcs ; wavers poising himself on the top, for a moment, 
seen of men ; then tumbles, dismissed, washed away by the 
Time flowl 

Also the fsir Pnnern dc l,amba!le Intngue*. bosom fnend 
of her Majesty* to the angenng of Patnotum Reautlful 
Unfortunate, why did she ever return from J^igland T Her 
■mall iiJvcT voice-, wlial ran it profit in that piping of the 
bUck oriel tornado 7 which wtH whirl hrr, poor fragile Ihnl 
of Paradue, against gnm rocks, Ijunballc and Itc Staff 
Intrigue vmblj, apart or togellier* but who sliall reckon bow 
many others, and in what infinite waji, inviiiblv I Is there 
not wluit one may rail an * Austrian Ccmmttre.* sitting Invuibb* 
In the TuIIene* ; “centre of an Invisible Anti National Spiderweb, 
which, for we sleep among myi^enes, stretches lU thread* 
to the ends of tlic I,art}i 7 Journalist Cams has now the 
elearcst certainty of It i to Ilrusotln Pa*notisjn, ard I ranee 
pmerally. It Is growing more an/l nore profnibV 

O Reader, liast Uiou no pits ft*r this Ccns’ilutWi 7 Itl»eu 
malic shooting pa,ns in ill members , pressure of hydfueeplvaV 
arwf hystene vapours on its ffra/n • a Cons'ifof^oo duwfrtf 
agamit itself; wHeh will never rnarrh, hardlv even stagger I 
Why were not Drouet and I*rocu*ror f^auisc in their twdi, tha* 
U"'’<wwsl Vair-ne* Night 7 MTjy did they not. in the Rar~e 
ol Hearm, let the KorfT Iterline go whither it Li*ed 7 Name* 
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less incohercncy, incompatibility, perhaps prodipes at ^’hich 
the ^orld still shudders, had been spared. 


But now comes the third tiling that bodes ill for the march- 
ing of this French Constitution : besides the French People, 
and the Frcncli King, there is thirdly — ^the assembled European 
World. It has become nccessarj' now to look at that also. 
Fair France is so luminous ; and round and round it, is troublous 
Cimmerian Night. C-alonncs, Breteuils hover dim, far-llown; 
ovemetting Europe witli intrigues. From Turin to Vienna; 
to Berlin, and utmost Petersburg in the frozen North ! Great 
Burke has raised his great voice long ago ; eloquently demon- 
strating that the end of an Epoch is come, to all appearance 
the end of Civilised Time. Him many answer : Camille Des- 
moulins, Clootz Speaker of ^lanldnd, Paine the rebellious 
Needleman. and honourable Gaelic Vindicators in that countiy 
and in this : but the great Burke remains unanswerable ; * the 
Age of Chivalry is gone,' and could not but go, having now 
produced the more indomitable Age of Hunger. Altars 
enough, of the Dubois-Rohan sort, changing to the Gobelcnd- 
TalleiTand sort, are faring by rapid transmutctlons to — shah 
we say, the right Proprietor of them ? French Gance zziz 
French Game-Preservers did alight on the Cliffs ci Borer, 
ivith cries of distress. ^Vho will say that the end cf mudh Ir 
not come ? A set of mortals has risen, who believe th^t Troth 
is not a printed Speculation, but a practical Fact ; that Freed” 
and Brotherhood are possible in this Earth, rrpposed a}ws.7T 
to be Belial*s, which ‘ the Supreme Quad: ' was to inherit ! 
Who will say that Cnurch, State, Throne, Altar are not in 
danger; that the sacred Strongbox itself, last Pallaamn ei 
effete Humanit^r, may not be blasphemously blown 


and its padlocks undone ? 

Tne poor Constituent Assembly might act with 
and diplomacy it would; declare that it aby 
with its neighbours, foreign conquest, and ao for 
fhe first this thing w^s to be predicted : that ol 
ncTT France could not subsht A Gj-oosculs 

oversetting State-Prisons and Feudalism: pm 
outburst of Fecerative Cannon, in face cf u 
Appearance is not Realitv, how shad it rnosnso 
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BOOK \ extra national ^ ersaHJes , a ^ enaHles i<i parfijttr bnpan^ 
l*7l-(r intn;;:ain{r {aroantim ftijLnpe^ocraey itself they sar, poea 
on there , all the old actintie*. on a sniall scale qnicknad by 
hungry RcTcrge 

Eathunasns, of loyalty, of hatred and hope has rsea to a 
high pitch , as, m any Cbblenta tarem you mar hear In speech 
and in singing Slau-y assista in the lateno- CouadS , much 
15 decided on for one.lhing tier keep hits of the dates of 
yourcTUgrating, a ncnth sooner or a month la’er dctcmur^ 
voor greater or your less nght to the coming Dmiion of the 
Spoil CazalH himself, because he bad ocou onally spoken 
with a Constitutional tone, was looked on eoldh at hn* so 
pure are cnir pnnaples,* And arms are a hammmng a* L»/ge , 
• three thousand horses * nmblirg hitherward l*ori the Fairs 
of Cennany Cavalry enrolling, likewise Foo**soMien, *b 
blue coat, red wais’coat ard nankeen trousers,* * They hare 
Ihcir secret domestic co-respondcnces as their open foreign t 
with disaffected Crypto- Ahstocrals snth eontumaeioos Priests, 
with Austrian Committee In the Tunenet, Deser*ers are 
spirited OTcr bv assiduous enmps , Itoyal AEemand is gone 
almost whollj Their route of march towards Franee and 
Uie Division of the Spoil, {s marked out were the Kaiser onee 
rrnily * It is said, ther mean to po*s«n the sourres , but,* 
aildi Patnotisri nakhg report of it * they will not polton 
the source of liberty * , whereat cm cpplnidit we cannot l«it 
app’aud Also they hasx manufaetones of lalie A«igna*t 
and men tliat areulate in the inteno* datributing and cLs 
I^mng the same , one of these we derounce cow to I>esr»- 
lalive Patnotism * a man Lebmn by name , nbou* thirty 
jeart of age with lion !e hair and in quantity has * only for 
the lir*e being surely *a b’aek-eye ersf J«eV, goes in a cniU 
snth a I lack horse * ‘ alsrays leepf'g his C g ' 

Unhappy Frrigrants 1* scat their lo* arwl tlie lc»t of franee 1 
They are ignoeart of r-vch lh.a* they fhoi M know of them 
sclrrs, of sdia* is aro* ryl them A Po! Meal Party that knows 
ro» srAen tl u Uc*rn riav t erre n e one of tl.e fatales* of ihbgs. 
to Psirif, am! to all \o*h rg srU oonefye these men tha* ihev 
canro* Kn»*tcr tl^r French nesolu*Ion at the f*s* t*ai* cf tlwtr 

• W.«/x»r%e* I*. J 171 Ti>» •a »* W 

* -f r*»t *<.11 vS,c»*i jis e/ 

♦ I'll 
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war-trumpet ; that the French Revolution is other than a C'FIAP. V 
blustering Elfervesccnce, ol brawlers and spouters, which, at iTai-OS 
the flash of chivalrous broadswords, at the rustic of gallows- 
ropes, will burrow itself, in dens the deeper the wclcomer. 

But, alas, what man docs know and measure himself, and the 
things that arc round him ; — else where were the need of physieal 
fighting at all ? Never, till they are cleft asunder, can these 
heads believe that a Sansculottic airn has any vigour in it : 
cleft asunder, it will be too late to believe. 

One may say, without spleen against lus poor erring brothers 
of any side, that above all other mischiefs, this of the Emigrant 
Nobles acted fatally on France. Could they have Icnoum, could 
they have understood I In tire beginning of 1789, n splendour 
and a terror still surrounded them ; the Conflagration of their 
Ch&teaus, kindled by montlis of obstinacy, went out after the 
Fourth of August ; and might have continued out, hod they 
at all knoivn what to defend, what to relinquish as indefen- 
sible. Tliey were still a graduated Hierarchy of Authorities, 
or the accredited similitude of such : they sat there, uniting 
King with Commonalty ; transmitting and translating gradu- 
ally, from degree to degree, tlie command of the one into the 
obedience of the other ; rendering command and obedience 
still possible. Had they understood their place, and what to 
do in it, this Frenclr Revolution, which went forth explosively 
in years and in months, might have spread itself over genera- 
tions : and not a torture-death but a quiet euthanasia have 
been provided for many firings. 

But they were proud and high, these men ; they were not 
rvise to consider. They spumed all from tliem in disdainful 
hate, they drew the sword and flung away* tire scabbard. 

France has not only no Hierarchy of Authorities, to translate 
command into obedience; its Hierarchy of Authorities has 
fled to the enemies of France ; calls loudly on the enemies of 
France to interfere armed, who want but a pretext to do that. 

Jealous Kings and Kaisers might have looked on long, medi- 
tating interference, yet afraid and ashamed to interfere : but 
now do not the King’s Brothers, and all French Nobles, 
Dignitaries and Authorities that are free to speak, which 
the King liimself is not,— passionately invite us, in the 
name of Right and of JKght ? Ranked at Coblentz, from 
Fifteen to Twenty thousand stand now brandishing their 

weapons. 
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COOK \ UrtzklasU there may be at Madar'C dXMon’g la the 

rUce Vendimel The alarm o| aH men u peat, !!»■’?. ye 
Patnot* ; and O at least agree ; lor the hocr ptasei. i rwt 
waa not ^Tt p>ne, when fn that * toVrahb hand^rre a|vut 
metii of the Castle o! Juort,* there arrived "a letter. Cenend 
Domounei must to Pans. It is War-3tln«tcf Narbcnne that 
wnies; the General shall jpve counsel about many thlap,* 
In the month of Febroar} 17P2, Bnssotm fnends welcome 
their Dmnounei Pdynetu , — comparable really to an anlvju- 
Ulysica in modem costume ; quick, elastic, shifty, insuppres. 
sible, ft * many-counsclled man.* 

Let the Reader fancy this fair France with ft whole Om 
menan Kuropc pirdlinjf her, roUiflfT H on her, black, to bunt 
In red thunder ol ar ; fair France herself hand shackled 
and foot shackled in the weltering corapleaiUe* of this Social 
aothmg, OT Constitution, which they have mode far her; 
a France that, in such Corutitution, cannot march ! Anti 
Hanger loo; am! plotting Anstocrati, and eacommunlcatiny 
Dissident Priests * the man Lehrun by name * urpng hU 
black ttsiki, visible to the eje ; and. still more terrible In hii 
Invisibility, Knpiieer Goguelat, with Queen’s eipber, ndinj* 
and running t 

The eieommunlcatory Pnerts give rtw trouble to the Jfalre 
and Loire , 1 a Vmdte. not CatheUneau the wool -dealer, has 
not ceased pimblirg and tumbling Nay l^bold JaV* itself 
once more i how often does that tea! Imaglnafy Camp of the 
Fiend require to be exllnguUlietl I For rear tsm years now, 
it has waned faint and aj^n waacd bright. In the liewlUfcretl 
soul of Patriotwmj actually, if Patrio’lim knew it, ooc of 
the most surprising produeu of Nature working wjjh Art 
Iloyalut Seigneurs, under this tr the other pretext, aisenhle 
the simple people of these CfTcnne* Mour tains; men not 
unuseij to retolt, and with heart for flghUng. coukl their poor 
heads be got persuaded The Roya’at Seigneur hararguesi 
harping trudnly oft the rthpous string i ‘True Pnests mal 
treated, false Priests intruded, Protmtarta (efice dragooned! 
i«nr tnumphmg things sacred pven to the dogs’; awl to 
produees, from the pious Lfountalneer thnnt, roegh growf 
ShsU see not testify, then, ye brave hearts of Ih* 
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C^vennes ; march to the rescue ? Holy Religion ; duty to CHAP. VI 
God and the King ? ’ — ‘ Si fail, si fait, Just so, just so/ answer 1792 
the brave hearts always : ‘ Mais il y a de him bonnes choses 
dans la E&voluiion, But there are main good things in the 
Revolution too 1 ’ — ^And so the matter, cajole as we may, will 
only turn on its axis, not stir from the spot, and remains theatrical 
merely/ 

Nevertheless deepen your cajolery, harp quick and quicker, 
ye Royalist Seigneurs ; with a dead-lift effort you may bring 
it to that. In the month of June next, this Camp of Jalhs 
will step forth as a theatricality suddenly become real ; Two 
thousand strong, and with the boast that it is Seventy thou- 
sand : most strange to see ; with flags flying, bayonets fixed ; 
with Proclamation, and D’Artois Commission of civil wax 1 
Let some Rebecqui, or other the like hot-clear Patriot; let 
some ‘Lieutenant-Colonel Aubry,’ if Rebecqui is busy else- 
where, raise instantaneous National Guards, and disperse and 
dissolve it ; and blow the Old Castle asunder,” that so, if 
possible, we hear of it no more 1 

In the Months of February and March, it is recorded, the 
terror, especially of rural France, had risen even to the tran- 
scendental pitch : not far from madness. In Town and Hamlet 
is rumour, of war, massacre : that Austrians, Aristocrats, above 
all, that The Brigands are close by. Men quit their houses 
and huts ; rush fugitive, shrieking, with wife and child, they 
know not whither. Such a terror, the eye-witnesses say, never 
fell on a Nation ; ncfr shall again fall, even in Reigns of Terror 
expressly so called. The Countries of the Loire, all the Central 
and Southeast regions, start up distracted, ‘ simultaneously 
as by an electric shock ’ ; — ^for indeed grain too gets scarcer and 
scarcer. ‘ The people barricade the entrances of Towns, pile 
stones in the upper stories, the women prepare boiling water ; 
from moment to moment, expecting the attack. In the Country, 
the alarm-bell rings incessant; troops of peasants, gathered 
by it, scour the highways, seeking an imaginary enemy. They 
are armed mostly with scythes stuck in wood ; and, arriving 
in wild troops at the barricaded Towns, are themselves some- 
times taken for Brigands.’ ^ 

^ Dampmartin, i. 201. 

- Moniteur, Stance du 15 Juillet 1792. 

® Newspapeis, etc. (in Hht, Part, xiii. 325). 

VOL. n. V So 
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BOOKX So rushfs old Frane^ oM Fratsce ts nnlung WTsai 

the end win be is known to no mcrtAl , that the end w nm 
all mortals majr know 


CHAPTEU VII 

covTTrrmos \ntJ not Marcn 

To all which our poor liejt»UU\T, Ued wp bv an unmarth 
ln;j Constitution, ean oppose nothing by way ot remedy, but 
mere bunts ol parliamentary eloquence I They go on, 
debating, denoanang, objurgating loud weltering Chaos, 
which drvoun thrlf 

But their two thousand and odd Decrees 7 Bender these 
happily concern not thee nor me 3Iere Occaiionid Decrees, 
foolish and not foolish , tuHicicnt for Mot day was its own 
enl 1 Of the whole two thousand there are not now half a 
•core, and these mostly blighted In the bud by rojal f 
that will profit or dtsproflt us. On the l*lh January the 
Legislative, for one thing got Its High Court, its IleuU Cevr, 
art up at Orlfcins The theorj had been given by the Con 
slituent, in 3Iay last, but this is the reality a C^rt for the 
trial of rohtical OtTences, a Court which cannot wart work 
To this it was decreed that there needed no ro)-al Areeplanee 
therefore that tiiere could be no I efa. AUo I*nests can now 
be mamed , ever since last October A patnolie adveotufoui 
Fnest had made bold to many himself th^ , ami not tl mling 
this enough erfme to the bar with his new spouse , lliat the 
whole world might bt^d honeymoon snlh Kim and a law be 
obtained 

Less jojful are the Laws agains* nefraetoey Pf{n*s , amf 
yet no* less needful 1 De t rees on Friests and IVtrfrs wi 
t.mlgn»n*s i these are the two brief Vries of Decrees, worled 
out wi'h endless delxs’e and then cancel’ed by f which 
mainly rveirem us here hor an augus* National \s»emlJjr 
must needs conquer ll.esr Befrartofies, Oerkal or IaIt aM 
ihumliscrrw them in*o clwdienee yet, Iwhoht, always as y<»i 
turn your Ieg*slAtive thumbscrew and wilt pwss and rsro 
truth tiM BefpsetorW glee way —King's I ft* s'eps in wt h 

rsr'^al 
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magical paralysis ; and your thumbscrew, hardly squeezing, CHAP. VII 
mudi less crusliing, does not act 1 • 1791-92 

Truly a melancholy Set of Decrees, a pair of Sets ; paralysed 
by Vdo ! First, under date the 28tb of October 1791, we have 
Legislative Proclamation, issued by herald and bill-sticker ; 
inviting Monsieur, the King’s Brother, to return within two 
months, under penalties. To which invitation Monsieur replies 
nothing ; or indeed replies by Newspaper Parody, inviting the 
august Legislative ‘ to return to common sense within two 
months,’ under penalties. Whereupon the Legislative must 
take stronger measures. So, on the 9th of November, we declare 
aU Emigrants to be ‘ suspect of conspiracy ’ ; and, in brief, 
to be ‘ outlawed,’ if they have not returned at Newyear’s-day : — 

Will the King say Vdo ? That ‘ triple impost ’ shall be levied 
on these men’s Properties, or even their Properties be ‘ put 
in sequestration,’ one can imderstand. But further, on New- 
year’s-day itself, not an individual having ‘ returned,’ we 
declare, and -svith fresh emphasis some fortnight later again 
declare. That Monsieur is dichu, forfeited of his eventful Heir- 
ship to the Crown ; nay more, that Condd, Calonne, and a con- 
siderable List of others are accused of high treason ; and shall 
be judged by our High Court of Orldans : Vdo ! — ^Then again 
as to Non-jurant Priests : it was decreed, in November last, 
that they should forfeit what Pensions they had ; be ‘ put 
under inspection, under surveillance,^ and, if need were, be 
banished : Vdo! A still sharper turn is coming ; but to this 
also the answer will be, Vdo. 

Vdo after Vdo ; your thumbscrew paralysed 1 Gods and 
men may see that the Legislative is in a false position. As, 
alas, who is in a true one ? Voices already ‘murmur for a 
‘ National Convention.’ ^ This poor Legislative, spurred and 
stung into action by a whole France and a whole Europe, 
caimot act ; can only objurgate and perorate ; with stormy 
‘ motions,’ and motion in which is no way ; with effervescence, 
with noise and fuliginous fury 1 

What scenes in that National Hall I President jingling his 
inaudible bell ; or, as utmost signal of distress, dapping on 
his hat ; ‘ the tumult subsiding in twenty minutes,’ and this 
or the other indiscreet Member sent to the Abbaye Prison . 
for three days ! Suspected Persons must be summoned and 

^ December 1791 {ffisi. Pari. xii. 257). 
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he * tears his papers, and witlulraws,’ tlie irascible adust little cnAP. Vll 
man. Nay honourable ^rembers will tear their papers, being 1702 
effervescent : l^Ierlin of Thionvillc ’ tears his papers, crying ; 

‘ So, the People cannot be saved by i/ou ! ’ Nor are Deputa- 
tions wanting : Deputations of Sections ; generally with com- 
plaint and denouncement, always with Patriot fen’our of 
sentiment : Deputation of Women, pleading that they also 
may be allowed to take Pikes, and exercise in the Clmmp- 
dc-Mars. IWiy not, ye Amazons, if it be in you ? Then 
occasionally, having done our message and got answer, we 
‘ defile through tlic Hall singing fa-ira ’ ; or ratlicr roll and 
wliirl through it, ‘ dancing our rondc pntriolique the while,* 

— our new Carmagnole, or Pyrrhic war-dance and liberty- 
dance. Patriot Huguenin, Ex-Advocate, Ex-Carbineer, Ex- 
Clerk of the Barriers, comes deputed, with Saint-Antoinc at 
liis heels ; denouncing Anti-patriotism, Famine, Forcstalmcnt 
and Nan-eaters ; asks an august Legislative : ‘ Is there not a 
tocsin in your hearts against these mangcurs d'hommes / ’ ^ 

But above all things, for this is a continual business, the 
Legislative has to reprimand the King’s Ministers. Of his 
Majesty’s Ministers we have said hitherto, and say, next to 
nothing. Still more spectral these ! Sorrowful ; of no 
permanency any of them, none at least since Montmorin 
vanished : the ‘ eldest of the King’s Council ’ is occasionally 
not ten days old." Fcuillant-Conslitutional, as your respect- 
able Cahicr dc Gcrville, ns your respectable unfortunate Dclcs- 
sarLs ; or Royalist-Constitutional, ns Montmorin last Friend 
of Nccker ; or Aristocrat, ns Bcrtrand-lVIolcvillc : they flit 
there phantom-like, in the huge simmering confusion ; poor 
shadows, dashed in the racking winds ; powerless, without 
meaning ; — whom the human memory need not charge itself 
with. 

But how often, we say, arc these poor Jlajcsty’s Ministers 
summoned over ; to be questioned, tutored ; nay tlirentcncd, 
almost bullied 1 They answer what, with adroitest simulation 
and casuistry, they can : of which a poor Legislative knows 
not what to make. One thing only is clear, Tliat Cimmerian 
Europe is girdling us in; that France (not actually dead, 
surely ?) cannot march. Have a care, ye lilinisters 1 Sharp 
Guadet transfixes you with cross-questions, with sudden 

* See Meniteur, Siinccs (in Hist. Pari. xiii. xiv.), » Dnmourici, ii. 137. 
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orator}", only wheezing and barldng ; — irremediable ; so that CHAP. Vil 
the august Assembly 1ms to adjourn ! ' A miracle ? Typical t70e 
miracle? One knows not: only* this one seems to know, 
that ‘ the Keeper of the Stoves teas appointed by Bertrand ’ 
or by some underling of his 1 — O fuliginous contused Kingdom 
of Dis> with thy Tanlalus-Ixion toils, with thy angry Fire* 
floods, and Streams named of Lamentation, why hast thou 
not thy I^rCthc too, tliat so one might finish ? 


CHAPTER VIII 

TIIK JACOBINS 

NEVimTircLnss let not Patriotism despair* Have we not 
in Paris at least, a virtuous Potion, a wholly Patriotic Jfuni- 
cipality ? Virtuous P<5tion, ever since November, is Jlayor 
of Paris : in our Municipalitj", the Public, for the Public is 
now admitted too, may behold an energetic Danton ; further 
an epigrammatic slow-sure jranucl ; a resolute unrepentant 
Billaud'VaTcnncs, of Jesuit breeding ; Tallicn ablc-cditor ; 
and notliing but Patriots, belter or worse. So ran the November 
Elections : to the joy of most citizens ; nay the very Court 
supported Potion rather than Lafayette. And so Bailly and 
his Fcuillants, long waning like the ^loon, had to withdraw 
then, making some sorrowful obeisance, “ into extinction : — 
or indeed into worse, into lurid half-light, grimmed by the 
shadow of that Red Flag of theirs, and bitter memory of the 
Champ-dc-Mars. How shrift is the progress of things and 
menl Not now docs Lafayette, as on that Federation-day, 
when his noon was, ‘ prcs?lus s^vord firmly on the Fatherland’s 
Altar,’ and swear in sight of France ; ah, no ; he, waning 
and setting ever since that hour, hangs now, disastrous, on the 
edge of the horizon ; commanding one of those Three moulting 
Crane-flights of Armies, in a most suspected, unfruitful, un- 
comfortable manner. 

But, at worst, cannot Patriotism, so many thousands strong 
in this Metropolis of the Universe, help itself ? Has it not 

* Courrier di Pans, 14 Janvier 1792 (Gorsas's Newspaper), in I/tst, ParL xiii. 83. 

Diuoitrs de Bailly, R/fense de Pitian {Monitcur du so Novembre 1791). 
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COOK \ Tight hands, pA« T nammering o! Piles, vrhich tou not to 
be prohibited by Maj'or Baillx, has been sanctioned bv Slavor 
r^bon , sanctioned by Lepislativr Assembh lloit not, •when 
the King s so-called Constitutional Guard * sras cait 

ndges in seeret*? Changes are necessary for the National 
Guard itsdf , this -whole FcuiUant Anstocrat Staff of the 
Guard must be disbanded. Lihemse atuccns without uniform 
maj surely rank in the Guard, the pihe beside the musket, in 
such n time the * active ’ atitcn and the passive who can 
fight lor us, are they not both •wdeorae? — Oh my Patriot 
Inends, mdubitablv kcsl haj the truth is, Patnotism 
throughout, •were it never so white-Inllcd, logical, respectable 
roust either lean itself heartilj on Sansculottisra the black 
bottomless , or else vanidi m the (nghtlidest waj to Limbo I 
Thus some, with upturned nose will altogether sniff and disdain 
Sansculottism , others •will lean heartily on it , naj others 
again mil Jean wliat ire call on it three sorts, 

each sort with a dcstmj corresponding 

In sudi point of new however have we not for the present 
a % oliintcer Allj, stronger than nil the rest , namclr Hunger T 
Hunger , and what rushing of Panic Terror this and tlic sum 
total of our other miseries mnj bnngl For Smsculottlsm 
grows by what all other things die of Stupid Peter BaiUe 
almost made an cpignim though unconsciously and with the 
Patriot world laughing not at it but at him when he xrrote j 
Tout ro fctm in Je pain manque All goes well here food is 
not to be had * ' 

Is cither if you knew it, is Patriotism without her Conslitu 
tion that con march her nai impotent Parliament or call it, 
Lcumemc Council, and General \ssefnbh of the Jean-Jaeques 
Churches the Xlontts Soorry namely 1 "Mother Soarl) 
with her three hundred full growrf Daughters , with what 
we can call little Grand -daughters trying to -widk m every 
village of Prance numerable as Burke thinks, bv the hundred 
thousand This is the true Constitution , made not I j Twelve 
hundred august Senators, but bs Nature herself , and has 
grown, unconsciously out of the wants and the efforts of these 
Twenty five Slilhons of men They are * I/jrds of the \rtic1es.* 
our Jacobins, they originate debates tor the legulativc, 
discuss Peace and \\ ar , settle beforehand what the legislative 

• IStiWovt, p. ^ 
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is to do. Greatly to the seandal of philosophical men, and of CHAP. VIII 
most Historians ; — ^who do in that judge naturally, and yet 1792 
not TOsely. A Governing power must exist : your other powers 
here are simulacra ; this power is it. 

Great is the Mother Society ; she has had the honour to 
be denounced by Austrian Kaunitz ; ^ and is all the dearer 
to Patriotism. By fortune and valour she has extinguished 
Feuillantism itself, at least the Feuillant Club. This latter, 
high as it once carried its head, she, on the 18th of FeTjruary, ' 
has the satisfaction to see shut, extinct ; Patriots having gone 
thither, with tmnult, to hiss it out of pain. The Mother 
Society has enlarged her locality, stretches now over the whole 
nave of the Church. Let us glance in, with the worthy 
Toulongeon, our old Ex-Constituent Friend, who happily has 
eyes to see. ‘ The nave of the Jacobins Church,’ says he, ‘ is 
changed into a vast Circus, the seats of which mount up circu- 
larly, like an amphitheatre to the very groin of the domed 
roof. A high Pyramid of black marble, bmlt against one of the 
walls, which was formerly a funeral monument, has alone been 
left standing : it serves now as back to the Office-bearers’ 

Bureau. Here on an elevated Platform sit President and 
Secretaries, behind and above them the white Busts of Mira- 
beau, of Franklin, and various others, nay finally of Marat. 

Facing tins is the Tribune, raised till it is midway between 
floor and groin of the dome, so that the speaker’s voice may 
be in the centre. From that point thunder the voices which 
shake all Europe : down below, in silence, are forging the 
thunderbolts and the fire-brands. Penetrating into this huge 
circuit, where all is out of measure, gigantic, the mind caimot 
repress some movement of terror and wonder ; »the imagination 
recalls those dread temples which Poetry, of old, had conse- 
crated to the Avenging Deities.’ ® 

Scenes too are in this Jacobin Amphitheatre, — ^had History 
time for them. Flags of the ‘ Three Free Peoples of the 
Universe,’ trinal brotherly flags of England, America, France, 
have been waved here in concert ; by London Deputation, of 
Whigs or Wighs and their Club, on this hand, and by young 
French Citoyennes on that; beautiful sweet-tongued Female 
Citizens, who solemnly send over salutation and brotherhood, 
also Tricolor stitched by their own needle, and finally Ears of 

^ Monitcnr, Stance du 29 Mars 1792. ” Toulongeon, ii. 124, 
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BOOK \ Woollen Caps or Sonnets Sotigej, agnznst roan} Uns^ ♦ and ts 
Mutli 17M the Tnsmegistus and Dalfi Lama of Patriot men, ^Thcnn 
nevertheless a shrill voiced httle man, j-rt vnth fine eyes and a 
broad beautifully sloping brow, rises respectfully to controvert ; 
he IS, say the Newspaper Reporters, * iL Louvet, Author of the 
charming Romance of Faublas' Steady, j*e Patriots I Pull 
not yet two ways ; with a FVance rushing panic-stnctcn in the 
rural distncts, and a Cimmerian Europe storming m on you ! 


CHAPTER IX 

ItlMSTER BOLa>D 

About the vernal equmox, however, one unexpected gleam 
of hope docs burst forth on Patriotism . the appointment of a 
thoroughl> Patriot ’Ministry. This also his Jlajesty, among 
his innumerable experiments of wedding fire to water, will trj . 
Quod honi/rn nl Sladame d Udon’s PreaLfarts ha>c jingled 
with a new iigniCcancc , not even Genevese Dumont but had 
a word in it Finallj, on the 15th and onwards to the 25d 
day of Slarch ITW, when all is negotiated, — this is the blessed 
issue ; this Patnot Slmistrj that we see 
General Dumounez, with the Foreign Portfolio, shall pi) 
Kaunita and the Kaiser, m another stjle than did poor Deles 
sorts ; whom indeed we liave sent to our High Court of Orleans 
lor his sluggishness, War-'^^lnlste^ Narbonne is washed nwa) 
by the Time-flood; poor Chciaher de Grave, chosen by the 
(iuit, IS fast washing awa> then shall austere Servan, able 
Engineer OfTicer, mount luddenl) to the War Department, 
Genevese Claviire sees an omen realised ; passing the Hnanec 
Il&tcl, long years ago, as a poor Genes esc exile, it was borne 
wondrousl) on his mind that he was to be Finance ifinwtcT ; 
and now be Is It ; — and hts poor Wfe, pven np bj the Doctors 
rises and walks, not the victim of nerves but their van/juishc^ 
And above all. our Sfmistcr of the Intcnor ? Roland dc fa 
Plalnhre, he of L)'ons t So have tlie RnssoUni, public or 
pnvate Opinion, and llteakfasls In the Place VendSme, deaded 
lU Slnct Roland, compared to a Qualer endinanchf, or Sunday 
* t><»cei, ( »,si 
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^Quaker, goes to kiss hands at the Tuileries, in round hat and CHAP. IX 
sleek hair, his shoes tied with m§re riband or ferrat. The March 1792 
Supreme Usher t\vitches Dumouriez aside : ‘ Q^o^, Monsieur ! 

No buckles to his shoes ? ’ — ‘ Ah, Monsieur,’ answers Dumouriez, 
glancing towards the ferrat : ‘ All is lost. Tout est perdu.^ ^ 

And so our fair Roland removes from her upper floor in 
the Rue Saint-Jacques, to the smnptuous saloons once occu- 
pied by Madame Necker. Nay still .earlier, it was Calonne 
that did all this gilding ; it was he who ground these lustres, 

Venetian mirrors ; who polished this inlaying, this veneering 
and or-moulu ; and made it, by rubbing of the proper lamp, 
an Aladdin’s Palace ; — and now behold, he wanders dim-flitting 
over Europe; hall-dro'svned in the Rhine-stream, scarcely 
saving his Papers 1 Vos non vohis. — ^The fair Roland, equal 
to either fortime, has her public Dinner on Fridays, the 
Ministers all there in a body : she withdraws to her desk (the 
cloth once removed), and seems busy writing ; nevertheless 
loses no word : if, for example. Deputy Brissot and Minister 
Clavi^re get too hot in argument, she, not without timidity, 
yet with a cunning gracefulness, will interpose. Deputy Brissot’s 
head, they say, is getting giddy, in this sudden height ; as 
feeble heads do. 

Envious men insinuate that the Wife Roland is Minister, 
and not the Husband : it is happily the worst they have to 
charge her with. For the rest, let whose head soever be 
getting giddy, it is not this brave woman’s. Serene and 
queenly here, as she was of old in her own hired garret of the 
Ursulines Convent ! She who has quietly shelled French- 
beans for her dinner ; being led to that, as a young maiden, 
by quiet insight and computation; and kno^Ving what that 
was, and what she was : such a one will also look quietly on 
or-moulu and veneering, not ignorant of these either. Calonne 
did the veneering : he gave inners here, old Besenval diplo- 
matically whispering to him ; and was great : yet Calonne 
we saw at last ‘ wallc with long strides.’ Necker next ; and 
where now is Necker ? Us also a swift change has brought 
^ hither ; a swift change will send us hence. Not a Palace but 
a Caravansera 1 

So wags and wavers this unrestful World, day after day, 
month after month. The streets of Paris, and all Cities, roll 

1 Madame Roland, iu 80-115. 
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BOOK V from the opposite gallery.’ Thou const look* O Philippe • »t 
MmVAfnj yg a ^Var hig mth issues, lor thee and lor aQ men, G^enaa 
Obscurantism and this thnce-glonous Hevolution shall wre^e 
lot it, then i some Foor-and Twentj jeais ; m immeasurable 
Bnarcus TTpcstle ; trampling and teariog ; before they can come 
to any, not agreement, but compromise, and approximate 
aseeitaiiiment cAdi of Tchat is in the other. 

I/ct our Three Generals on the Fronber look to it, there* 
fore; and poor Chevalier de Grove, the IVar iCoister, con 
sidtT \ihat he vrUl do “What is in the three Generals and 
Armies sre may guess As for poor Chevalier de Grave, he, 
m this whirl o( tWgs all coming to a press and pmch upon 
him, loses head, and merely Trhirls wjth them, m a totally dis 
tracted manner ; Eignmg himsell at last, * De Grave, iHayor of 
Faru * ; whereupon he dcimts, returns over the Channel, to 
walk m ZCensington Gardens ; * and austere Servon, the able 
Engineer-OIBcer, is elevated m his stead. To the post o! 
Honour t To that ol Difficult j, at least. 


CHAPTER X 

P^TXOV-V ATION AL-PIQUE 

Aren jcl, how, on dark bottomless Cataracts there plays 
the fooUshest fantastic coloured spray and shadow ; hiding the 
Abj-ss under vapoury rainbows I Alongside of this discussion 
as to Austrian Prussian War, there goes on not less but mote 
vehemently a discussion, lYhclher the Forty or Two-and 
Forty Swiss ofChAteau \ icux shall be liberated from the Brest 
Gaheyv J And then, DTiether, being liberated, they shall 
base a public Festival, or only pnsate ones ? 

Tliiroigne, as we saw, spoke , and Collot took up the tale 
lias not BouiU^’s final tli^lay of himself, m that final Night 
of Spurs, stamped your so-c^led ‘Ilevolt of Nanci’ Into a 
Mfassaene of Xano,* for all PAtnist judgmeftta) Hateful 1» 
Uiat massacre ; hateful the Lafayetle-beuiUant * public thanks ' 
given for Itf For Indeed. Jacobin Patnotlsm and difpersed 
FeuffianUsm arc now at death grips ; and do fight with ^ 
weapons, even with scenic shows The walls of Fans, accord 

» tU. l46-€4. • Dumoot, t. IS, #» 
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ingly, are covered with. Placard and Counter-Placard, on the 
subject of Forty Swiss blocldieads. Journal responds to 
Journal ; Player Collot to Poetaster Roucher ; Joseph Chdnier 
the Jacobin, squire of Thdroigne, to his Brother Andre the 
Feuillant ; Mayor Potion to Dupont de Nemours : and for 
the space of two months, there is nowhere peace for the thought 
of man, — ^till this thing be settled. 

Gloria in excelsis ! The Forty Swiss are at last got 
‘ amnestied.’ Rejoice, ye Forty ; doff your greasy wool 
Bonnets, which shall become Caps of Liberty, The Brest 
Daughter Society welcomes you from on board, with kisses on 
each cheek : your iron Handcuffs are disputed as Relics of 
Saints ; the Brest Society indeed can have one portion, which 
it will beat into Pikes, a sort of sacred Pilces ; but the other 
portion must belong to Paris, and be suspended from the dome 
there, along with the Flags of the Three Free Peoples 1 Such 
a goose is man ; and cacldes over plush-velvet Grand Monarques 
and woollen Galley-slaves ; over everything and over nothing, 
— and will cackle with his whole soul, merely if others cackle I 

On the ninth morning of April, these Forty Swiss block- 
heads arrive. From Versailles ; with vivais heaven-high ; with 
the affluence of men and women. To the Townhall we conduct 
them ; nay to the Legislative itself, though not without diffi- 
culty. They are harangued, bedinnered, begifted, — ^the very 
Court, not for conscience-sake, contributing something; and 
their Public Festival shall be next Sunday. Next Sunday ac- 
cordingly it is.^ They are mounted into a ‘ triumphal Car 
resembling a ship ’ ; are carted over Paris, with the clang of 
cymbals and drums, all mortals assisting applausive ; carted 
to the Champ-de-Mars and Fatherland’s Altar; and finally 
carted, for Time always brings deliverance, — ^into invisibility 
for evermore. 

Whereupon dispersed Feuillantism, or that Party which loves 
Liberty yet not more than Monarchy, will likewise have 
its Festival : Festival of Simoneau, unfortunate Mayor of 
Etampes, who died for the Law ; most surely for the Law, 
though Jacobinism disputes ; being trampled down with his 
Red Flag in the riot about grains. At which Festival the 
Public again assists, t^napplausive : not we. 

^ Newspapers of February, March, April 1792 ; lambe d’Andr^ Chenier snr la Fife 
des Smsses ; etc. etc. (in mst. ParL xiii, xiv.). 
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On the whole, Festivals are not wanting , beautiful rainbow 
spray when all is now rushing treble quick towards its Niagara 
Fall National Repasts there are , countenanced by Mayor 
Potion , Saint Antoine, and the Strong Ones of the Halles 
defiling through Jacobin Club, ‘ their felicity,’ according to 
Santerre, ‘not perfect otherwise’, singing many voiced their 
pa tra, dancing their ronde patriotique Among whom one Is 
glad to discern Saint Huruge, expressly ‘ in white hat,’ the 
Samt Chnstopher of the Carmagnole Nay a certam Tambovr, 
or National Drummer, having ]ust been presented with a httle 
daughter, detennmes to have the new Frenchwoman christened, 
on Fatherland’s Altar, then and there Repast once over, he 
accordingly has her chnstened , Fauchet the Te Deum Bishop 
acting m chief, 'Thunot and honourable persons standing 
gossips by the name, Pdtion National Pique 1 ^ Does Ibis 
remarkable Citizeness, now past the mendian of hfe, still walk 
the Earth ? Or did she die perhaps of teethmg ? Universal 
History is not mditferent 


CHAPTER XI 

THE HEKEDITAHY IIEPIIESENTATIVE 

And yet it is not by carmagnole dances, and singing of 
pa tra, that the work, can he done Duke Brunsmeh is uot 
dancing carmagnoles, but has his drill sergeants busy 
On the Frontiers, our Amues be it treason or not, behave 
m the worst wuy 'Troops badly commanded, shall we say ? 
Or troops mtnnsically bad? Unappomted, undisciplined, 
mutmous , that, m a thirty years peace, have never seen fire f 
In any case, Lafayette’s and Rochambeau’s httle clutch, which 
they made at Austnan Flanders, has prospered as badly as 
clutch need do soldiers starting at their own shadow , suddenly 
shneking, ‘ On nous irdhit,’’ and flymg off m wild panic, at or 
before the first shot managmg only to hang some two or 
three prisoners they had picked up, and massacre their own 
Commander, poor Theobald DiUon dnven mto a granary by 
them in the Town of Lille 

1 »50t»Newsp»peO itifftU Part * i 4S» , 
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And poor Gouvion : he who snL shifUci-s in thal Insurrcclion CHAP. XI 
of Women 1 Gouvion quilled the I.cgislntivc Ilnll and 
rarliamcnlnrj’ duties, in disgust and despair, when those 
Galley-slaves of Chritcau-Vieux were admitted there. He said, 

‘Between the .Austrians and the Jacobins there is nothing hut 



nuKP- cnABi,r,s or miuNswicic. 


a soldier’s dc.ath for it ’ ; * and so, ‘ in the dark stormy night,’ 
he has flung himself into the throat of the Austrian cannon, 
and perished in the skirmish at IMaubeuge on the ninth of 
June. A\qiom Ixigislativc Patriotism shall mourn, with black 
mort-cloths and melody in the Champ-dc-Mars ; many a 
Patriot shiftier, truer none. Lafayette Iiimsclf is loolcing 

' Toulonccon, \u 149* 
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BOOKV altogether dubious, m place of beating the Austnans, is 
about writing to denouncfe the Jacobins Rochambeau, all 
disconsolate, quits the service there remains only LUckner, 
the babbhng old Prussian Grenadier 

Without Armies, without Generals I And the Cmunenan 
Night has gathered itself , Brunswick preparing his proclama 
tion , just about to march 1 Let a Patnot Mmistry and Legis 
lative say, what m these circumstances it will do ? Suppress 
internal enemies, for one thing, answers the Patnot Legislative , 
and proposes, on the 24th of May, its Decree for the Banishment 
of Pnests Collect also some nucleus of determined mtemal 
friends, adds War Mmister Servan , and proposes, on the 7th 
of June, his Camp of Twenty thousand Twenty thousand 
National Volunteers , Five out of each Canton, picked Patnots, 
for Roland has charge of the Intenor they shall assemble 
here m Pans , and be for a defence, cunnmgly devised against 
foreign Austnans and domestic Austrian Committee ahke So 
much can a Patnot Ministry and Legislative do 

Reasonable and cunningly devised as such Camp may, to 
Servan and Patriotism, appear, it appears not so to Feud 
lantism , to that FeuiUant Anstocrat Staff of the Pans Guard , 
a Staff, one would say again, which wQl need to be dissolved 
These men see, m this proposed Camp of Servan’s, an offence , 
and even, as they pretend to say, an insult Petitions there 
come, m consequence, from blue Feuillants m epaulettes , ill 
received Nay, m the end there comes one Petition, called 
* of the Eight thousand National Guards * so many names are 
on it, mcludmg women and children Which famed Petition 
of the Eight thousand is indeed received and the Petitioners, 
all under arms are admitted to the honours of the sittmg — ^if 
honours or even if sittmg there be , for the instant their bayonets 
appear at the one door, the Assembly * adjourns,’ and begins 
to flow out at the other ^ 

Also m these same days it is lamentable to see how National 
Guards cscortmg Fite Dieu or Corpus Chnslt ceremonial, do 
collar and smite down any Patnot that does not uncover as 
the HosUe passes They clap their bayonets to the breast of 
Cattle butcher Legendre, a known Patnot ever smce the Bastille 
days, and threaten to butcher him, though he sat quite 
respectfully, he says in his Gig at a distance of fifty paces, 

‘ Aftn Uur S4»i)ce du 10 Ju a 1793 
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waiting till the thing were by. Nay orthodox females were CHAP. 1 
slirieking to have down the Lanierne on him.^ 178 

To such height has Feuillantism gone in this Corps. For 
indeed, are not their Officers creatures of the chief Feuillant, 
Lafayette ? The Court too has, very naturally, been tamper- 
ing with them ; caressing them, ever since that dissolution of 
the so-called Constitutional Guard. Some Battalions are 
altogether ‘ pMris, kneaded full ’ of F.euillantism, mere Aristo- 
crats at bottom : for instance, the Battalion of the Filles- 
Saint-Thomas, made up of your Bankers, Stockbrokers, and 
other Full-purses of the Rue Vivienne. Our worthy old Friend 
Weber, Queen’s Foster-brother Weber, carries a musket in 
that Battalion, — one may judge with what degree of Patriotic 
intention. 

Heedless of all which, or rather heedful of all which, the Legis- 
lative, backed by Patriot France and the feeling of Necessity, 
decrees this Camp of Twenty-thousand. Decisive though con- 
ditional Banishment of malign Priests it has already decreed. 

It will now be seen therefore, "Whether the Hereditary Repre- 
sentative is for us or against us ? "Wliether or not, to all our 
other woes, this intolerablest one is to be added ; which renders 
us not a menaced Nation in extreme jeopardy and need, but a 
paralytic Solecism of a Nation ; sitting wrapped as in dead 
cerements, of a Constitutional-Vesture that were no other than 
a winding-sheet ; our right hand glued to our left : to wait 
there, writhing and wriggling, unable to stir from the spot, 
till in Prussian rope we mount to the gaUows ? Let the Heredi- 
tary Representative consider it well : The Decree of Priests ? 

The Camp of Twenty-thousand ? — ^By Heaven, he answers. 

Veto! Veto! — Strict Roland hands-in his Letter to the King; 
or rather it was Madame’s Letter, who wrote it aU at a sitting ; 
one of the plainest-spoken Letters ever handed-in to any King. 

This plain-spoken Letter Kang Louis has the benefit of reading 
overnight. He reads, inwardly digests ; and next morning, 
the whole Patriot Ministry finds itself turned out. It is the 
18th of June 1792." 

Dumouriez the many-counselled, he, with one Duranthon 
called Minister of Justice, does indeed linger for a day or two ; 
in rather suspicious circumstances ; speaks with the Queen, 

^ Dibais dcs /acohitts (m Hisi* ParU xiv. 429)* 

® Madame Roland, il. 1 15. 
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BOOK \ almost weeps with her but m the enct, he too sets off for the 
Jane 1792 Armj » leaving what Un patriot or Semi Patriot Mmistry and 
■Ministries can now accept the helm, to accept it. Name them 
not , new qmck-diaogmg Phantasms, whnji shift like magic 
lantern figures , more spectral than ever I 
Unhappj Queen, xmhappj Louis I The two Vetos were so 
natural are not the Priests martjvs, idso inends t This 
Comp of Twentj thousand, could it be other than of storm 
fulest Sansculottes ? Natural , and j et, to JVance, unendur 
able Pnests that co-operate with Cohlentz must go ^ewhither 
with their martyrdom* stormful Sansculottes, these and no 
other kmd of creatures will drive ba(d>. the Austnans If thou 
prefer the Austnans, then, for the love of Heaven, go ]om them 
If not, join frankly with what will oppose them to the death- 
^nddle course is none 

Or, alas, what extreme course was there left now lor a man 
like Louis ? Underhand Boyahsts, Ex Jlmister Bertrand 
Sloleville, Ex Constituent JIalouet, and all manner of tm 
helpful individuals, advise and advise "With face of hope 
turned now on the Legislative Assembly, and now on Austria 
and Cohlentz, and round generally on the Chapter of Chances 
an ancient Kingship is redmg and spinning, one knows not 
whitherward, on the flood of thmgs 


CHAPTER XIl 

rnoCESSTON op the black breeches 

But is there a thinking man m France who, m these circum 
stances, can persuade himself that the Constitution wiH match f 
Brunswick IS stirring, he, m few days now, wiU march- 
Shall France sit still, wrapped m dead cerements and grave- 
clothes, its right hand glued to its left, till the Brunswick 
Saint Bartholomew amve , till France be as Poland, and its 
Bights of Man become a Prussian Gibbet ? 

Verdy it is a moment fnghttul for all men National Death , 
or dse some preternatural convulsive outburst of National Life , 
—that same demonic outburst I Patnots whose audacity has 
limits had m truth better retire like Bamave , court pnvatc 
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felicity at Grenoble. Patriots whose audacity has no limits must 
sink down into the obscure ; and, daring and defying all things, 
seek salvation in stratagem, in Plot of Insurrection. Roland 
and young Barbaroux have spread out the Map of France before 
them, Barbaroux says ‘ ivith tears ’ : they consider what Rivers, 
what Mountain-ranges are in it: they will retire behind this 
Loire-stream, defend these Auvergne stone-labyrinths ; save 
some little sacred Territory of the Free ; die at least in their 
last ditch. Lafayette indites his emphatic Letter to the Legis- 
lative against Jacobinism ; ^ wliich emphatic Letter will not 
heal the unhealable. 

Forward, ye Patriots whose audacity has no limits ; it is 
you now that must either do or die ! The Sections of Paris 
sit in deep counsel ; send out Deputation after Deputation to 
the Salle de Manage, to petition and denounce. Great is 
their ire against tyrannous Veto, Austrian Committee, and the 
combined Cimmerian Kings. What boots it ? Legislative 
listens to the * tocsin in our hearts ^ ; grants us honours of the 
sitting, sees us defile with jingle and fanfaronade; but the 
Camp of Tsventy-thousand, the Priest-Decree, be-vetoed by 
^lajesty, are become impossible for Legislative. Fiery Isnard 
says, " We will have Equality, should we descend for it to the 
tomb.’ Vergniaud utters, hypothetically, his stem Ezekiel- 
visions of the fate of Anti-national Kangs. But the question 
is : Will hypothetic prophecies, will jingle and fanfaronade 
demolish the Veto ; or will the Veto, secure in its Tuileries 
Chateau, remain undemolishable by these ? Barbaroux, dash- 
ing away his tears, writes to the Marseilles Municipalitj^ that 
they must send him ‘ Six hundred men who know how to die, 
qui savent mourir.^ ^ No wet-eyed message this, but a fire- 
eyed one ; — ^which, will be obeyed I 

Meanwhile the Twentieth of June is nigh, armiversar}^ of 
that world-famous Oath of the Tennis-Court : on which da^^, 
it is said, certain citizens have in ^dew to plant a Mai or Tree 
of Liberty in the Tuileries Terrace of the FeuiUants ; perhaps 
also to petition the Legislative and Hereditary Representative 
about these Vetos;— witii such demonstration, jingle and 
evolution, as may seem profitable and practicable. Sections 
have gone singly, and jingled and evolved : but if they all 
went, or great part of them, and there, planting their Mai in 

1 MonUtxir, Seance du iS Jiun I792‘ “ BaiKiroux, p. 40. 
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llvese alartnmg cmiumslances, sounded the tocsm m tUtir 
hearts ? 

Among King’s Friends there can be but one opimon as to 
such a step among Nation’s Fnends there may be tvro On 
the one Imnd, might it n6t by possibility scare away these 
imblessed Vetos ? Private Patriots and even Legislative 
Deputies may have each his own opinion, or own no opinion 
but the hardest task falls evidently on Jlayor Potion and the 
Municipals, at once Patriots and Guardians o! the pubhc 
TranquiUity Hushmg the matter down with the one hand , 
tickling It up with the 
other 1 Mayor Pdtion 
and Municipality may 
lean this way , Depart 
ment Directory with 
Procureur - Syndic 
Roedercr, having a 
Femllant tendency, 
may lean that On 
the whole, each man 
must act according 
to his one opinion or 
to his two opimons, 
and all manner of m 
fluences, official repre 
sentations cross one 
another m the fool 
ishest way Perhaps 
alter all, the Project, 
desirable and yet not desirable, will dissipate itself, being run 
athwart by so many compleiaties , and come to nothing ? 

Not so, on the Twentieth morning of June, a large Tree 
of Liberty, Lombardy Poplar by kmd, hes visibly tied on its 
car, m the Suburb Saint Antome Suburb Samt Marceau 
too, m the uttermost Southeast, and all that remote Onental 
region, Pikemen and pikewomen. National Guards, and the 
unarmed curious are gathering —mth the peaceablest inten 
tions m the world A tricolor Municipal amves , speaks 
Tush it is all peaceable, we tell thee, in the way of Law an 
not Petitions allowable, and the Patriotism of Mats ? The 
tricolor Mumcipal returns without effect your Sansculottic 
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rills continue flowing, combining into brooks ; towards noontide, CHAP. XII 
led by tall Santerre in blue uniform, by tall Saint-Huruge in 20 , 
wliite hat, it moves westward, a respectable river, or complica- 
tion of still-swelling rivers. 

IVliat Processions have we not seen : Corpus-Christi and 
Legendre waiting in liis Gig ; Bones of Voltaire with bullock 
chariots, and goadsmen in Roman Costume ; Feasts of Chateau- 
Vieux and Simoneau ; Gouvion Funerals, Rousseau Sham 
funeral, and the Baptism of P6tion-National-Pike ! Never- 
theless this Procession has a character of its o%vn. Tricolor 
ribands streaming aloft from Pike-heads ; ironshod batons ; 
and emblems not a few ; among wliich see specially these two, 
of the tragic and the untragic sort : a Bull’s Heart transfixed 
with iron, bearing this epigraph, ‘ Cceur d’Aristocrate, Aristo- 
crat’s heart ’ ; and, more striking still, properly the standard 
of the host, a pair of old Black Breeches (silk, they say), ex- 
tended on cross-staff, liigh overhead, with these memorable 
words : ‘ TremUez, iyrans ; voild. les Sansculottes, Tremble, 
tyrants ; here are the Sans-indispensables ! ’ Also, the Pro- 
cession trails two cannons. 

Scarfed tricolor Municipals do now again meet it, in the 
Quai Saint-Bernard, and plead earnestly, having called halt. 

Peaceable, ye virtuous tricolor Municipals, peaceable are we as 
the sucking dove. Behold om? Tennis-Court Mai. Petition is 
legal ; and as for arms, did not an august Legislative receive 
the so-called Eight-thousand in arms, Feuillants though they 
were ? Our Pikes, are they not of National iron ? Law is 
our father and mother, whom we will not dishonour; but 
Patriotism is our o^vn soul. Peaceable, ye virtuous Muni- 
cipals ; — and on the whole, limited as to tfme 1 Stop we 
cannot; march ye with us. — ^The Black Breeches agitate 
themselves, impatient ; the cannon-wheels grumble : the 
many-footed Host tramps on. 

How it reached the Salle de Manage, like an ever-waxing 
river ; got admittance after debate ; read its Address ; and 
defiled, dancing and fa-ira-ing, led by tall sonorous Santerre 
and tall sonorous Saint-Huruge : how it flowed, not now a 
waxing river but a shut Caspian lake, round all Precincts of 
the Tuileries; the front Patriot squeezed by the rearward 
against barred iron Grates, like to have the life squeezed out 
of him, and looking too into the dread throat of cannon, for 

National 
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BOOKV having recognised themselves to be incongruoxis, somctWng 
June 20, must be made of it. The, Fates know what. 

1793 jg the world-famous Twentieth of June, more worthy 

to be called the Procession of the Black Breeches. With wluch, 
what we had to say of this First French biennial Parliament, 
and its products and nctiviUes, may perhaps fitly enough 
terminate. 


Cook Sixth 
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THE MARSEILLESE 


CHAPTER I 

EXECUTIVE THAT DOES NOT ACT 

How could your paralytic National Executive be put ‘ in 
action,’ in any measure, by such a ISventieth of June as this ? 
Quite contrarimse : a large sympathy for Majesty so insulted 
arises everywhere ; expresses itself in Addresses, Petitions, 
‘Petition of the Twenty-thousand inhabitants of Paris,’ and 
suchlike, among aU Constitutional persons ; a decided rallying 
round the throne. 

Of which rallying it was thought King Louis might have 
made something. However, he does make nothing of it, or 
attempt to make; for indeed his views are lifted beyond 
domestic sympathy and rall)dng, over to Coblentz mainly. 
Neither in itself is tins same sympathy worth much. It is 
sympathy of men who believe still that the Constitution can 
march. Wherefore the old discord and ferment^ of Feuillant 
sympathy for Royalty, and Jacobin sympathy for Fatherland, 
actmg against each other from within ; with terror of Coblentz 
and Brunswick acting from without : — ^this discord and ferment 
must hold on its course, till a catastrophe do ripen and come. 
One would think, especially as Brunswick is near marching, 
such catastrophe cannot now be distant. Busy, ye Tiventy-five 
French Millions : ye foreign Potentates, minatory Emigrants, 
German drill-sergeants ; each do what his hand findeth I 
Thou, 0 Reader, at such safe distance, wilt see what they 
make of it among them. 

Consider, therefore, this pitiable Twentieth of June as a 
futility; ao catastrophe, rather a catasiasis, or heightening. 

Do 
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noOKM by War-imnister, ore shy of affording cash; it may he, >our 
July 10 , poQi- Federates cannot arm themselves, cannot march, till the 
Daughter Society of the place open her pocket and subsenbe 
There vnll not ha^e am%ed, at the set day, Three-thousand of 
them in all And yet, thm and feeble as these streaks of Feder 
ntes seem, they are the only thing one discerns moving "with 
any clearness of aim in this strange scene Angry buzz and 
simmer; uneasy tossing and moanmg of a huge France, aB 
enchanted, spellbound by unraarchmg Constitution, mto fnght 
ful conscious nnd unconscious Slagnetic sleep ; rvhich frightful 
Jlagnetic sleep must now issue soon in one of two things 
Death or gladness 1 The Fiddles carry mostly m their pocket 
some earnest cry and Petition, to liave the * National Executive 
put in action ’ ; or as a step towards that, to have the King’s 
DicJi^anee, King’s Forfeiture, or at least his Suspension, pro 
nounced They ^all be welcome to the Legislative, to the 
Mother of Patriotism , and Pons wiU provide for their lodging 
DichSance, indeed . nnd what next ? A France spell free, 
a Kevolution saved, nnd anythmg, and all things next I so 
answer gnmly Danton nnd the unlimited Patriots, doivn deep 
m their subterranean region of Plot, whither they ha\e now 
dived Dichiance, answers Bnssot with the limited* and if 
next the httle Prmce Royal were crowned, and some Regency 
of Girondms and recalled Patriot Mmistry set o’ler him? 
Alas, poor Bnssot ; looking, as mdeed poor man does always, 
on the nearest morrow os his peaceable promised land ; deciding 
what must reach to the world’s end, yet with an insight that 
reaches not beyond his own nose 1 Wiser are the unlmuted 
subterranean Patriots, who with light for the hour itself, leave 
the rest to the go<is 

Or were it not, as ^vc now stand, the probablest issue of 
all, that Bninswici., in Coblentz, just gathering his huge limbs 
towards him to rise, might arrive first ; and stop both 
and theorising on it ? Brunswick is on the eve of marching , 
with Eighty thousand, they say j fell Prussians, Hessians, 
feller Emigrants : a General of the Great Fredenck, with such 
an Army And our Armies? And our Generals? As io* 
Lafa>ette, on whose late %*isit a Committee is sitting and all 
France is jamng and censuring, he seems readier to fight us than 
fight Bnmswick. Ltickner and Lafayette pretend to be inter* 
changing corps, and arc making movements, which Patriotism 

cannot 
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cannot understand. This only is very clear, that ilicir corps CHAP, 
go marcliing and sliiililing, in the Interior ol the country ; lo 
much nearer Paris than formerly 1 Luckner has ordered 
Dumonricz donm lo him ; do^^Tl from JIauldc, and the Fortified 
Camp there. ^M\ich order the many-connselled Dumonricz, 
vdth tlic Austrians hanging close on liim, he busy mcamvhilc 
training a few thousands lo stand fire and be soldiers, declares 
that, come of it what will, he cannot obey.' AVill a poor Legis- 
lative, therefore, sanction Dumonricz ; who applies to it, * not 
knovdng whether tlicrc is any War-ministry ’ ? Or sanction 
Luckner and tlicsc Lafayette movements ? 

Tlic poor Legislative knows not what to do. It decrees, 
however, tlmt Uie Staff of the Paris Guard, and indeed all 
sudi Staffs, for they arc Fcuillants mostly, shall be broken 
and replaced. It decrees earnestly, in what manner one can 
declare, that tlic Coxtnirii is in Dmjgcr. And finally, on the 
11th of July, tlic morrow of that day when the I^Hnistry struck 
work, it decrees that ihc Counirij he, with all despatch, declared 
in Danger* ^Micrcupon let the King sanction ; let the I^Iunici- 
pality take measures : if such Declaration will do service, it 
need not fail. 

In Danger truly, if ever Countrj’ was ! Arise, 0 Country ; 
or be trodden donm to ignominious min 1 Naj% are not the 
chances a hundred to one that no rising of the Country will 
save it ; Brunswick, the Emigrants, and Feudal Europe drawing 
nigh ? 


CHAPTER II 

J.TJV US ^rAllCH 

But, to our minds, the notablcst of all these moving pheno- 
mena is that of Barbaroux’s ‘ Six-hundred Marseillcse wdio 
know how to die.’ 

Prompt to the request of Barbaroux, the Marseilles Jlunici- 
pality has got these men together : on the fifth morning of 
July, the Townhall says, * Marchez, ahaitez le Tyran, JIarch, 
strike down the Tyrant ’ ; - and they, with grim appropriate 
'Marchons,^ are marching. Long journey, doubtful errand; 

' Dumouricz, ii. I, 5* " Dampmartin, if. 1S3. 
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book VI Enfans de la Paine, may a good gemus gmde you! Their 
July s, 1782 own wild heart and what faith it has will guide them and 
IS not that the monition of some gemus, better or worse ? 
Five hundred and Seventeen able men, with Captams of fifties 
and tens , well armed all, musket on shoulder, sabre on thigh 
nay they dnve three pieces of cannon , for who knows what 
obstacles may occur ? Municipalities there are, paralysed by 
'IVar mmister , Commandants with orders to stop even Federa 
tion Volunteers good, when sound arguments will not open 
a Towngate, if you have a petard to shiver it ' They have 
left their sunny Phocean City and Seahaven, with its hustle 
and its bloom the thronging Course, with high frondent 
Avenues, pitchy dockyards, almond and olive groves, orange 
trees on house tops and white ghttenng bastides that crown 
the hills, are all behind them They wend on their wild way, 
from the extremity of French land through unknown cities, 
toward an unknown destmy , with a purpose that they know 
Sludi wondermg at this phenomenon, and how, m a peace 
able trading City, so many householders and hearthholders do 
severally flmg down their crafts and mdustnal tools , gird 
themsdves with weapons of war, and set out on a journey of 
SIX hundred miles, to * strike down the tyrant,’ — ^you search 
jn all Histone^ Books, Pamphlets and New^apers, for some 
hght on It unhappily without effect Rumour and Terror 
precede this march , which still echo on you , the march itself 
an unknown thmg Weber, m the back stairs of the Tuilenes 
has understood that they were Forfots, Galley slaves and mere 
scoundrels, these Marse^ese , that, as they marched through 
Lyons, the pfople shut their shops , — also that the number of 
them was some Four Thotesand Equally vague is Blanc 
GiUi, who likewise murmurs about Formats and danger of 
plunder ' For^ais they were not , neither was there plunder 
or danger of it Men of regular hfe, or of the best filled purse, 
they could hardly be , the one thing needful m them was that 
they ‘ knew how to die ‘ Fnend Dampmartm saw them, 
with his own eyes, march ‘gradually’ through his quarters 
at ViffefeincAe m the Feaujofais bat ssvr la die r^gsest 
manner , being indeed preoccupied, and himself minded for 
marching just then — across the Bhme Deep was his astonish 
ment to think of such a march, without appointment or arrange 
* See Barbafoujt Mimotns (^ote in pp. 40 4l>. 
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ment, station or ration ; for the rest, it was ‘ the same men he CHAP. II 
had seen formerly ’ in tlic troubled of the South ; ‘ perfectly 17^^- 
civil ’ ; though lus soldiers could not be kept from talldng a 
' little vntYi them.^ 

So vague are all these ; Moinieur, Ilisioirc Parlcmcniaire 
are as good as silent : garrulous History, as is too usual, will 
say notliing where you most wish her to speak ! If enlightened 
Curiosity ever get sight of the lyiarscillcs Council-Books, will 
it not perhaps explore iliis strangest of Municipal procedures ; 
and feel called to fish-up what of the Biographies, creditable 
or discreditable, of these Five-hundred and Seventeen, the 
stream of Time has not yet irrevocably swalloAved ? 

As it is, these Ararscillcsc remain inarticulate, undistinguish- 
able in feature ; a blackbrowcd Mass, full of grim fire, who 
wend there, in the hot sultry weather : very singular to con- 
template. They wend ; amid the infinitude of doubt and dim 
peril; tlrey not doubtful: Fate and Feudal Europe, having 
decided, come girdling in from witliout; they, having also 
decided, to marcli within, Dustj’' of face, with frugal refresh- 
ment, they plod onwards ; unwcariable, not to be turned aside. 

Such march will become famous. The Thought, wliich works 
voiceless in this blackbrowcd mass, an inspired Tyrtcean Colonel, 

Rouget de Lille, whom the Earth still holds, “ has translated 
into grim melody and rhythm ; into his Hymn or ^larch oj ihc 
Marseillcse : luckiest musical-composition ever promulgated. 

The sound of which will make the blood tingle in men’s veins ; 
and whole Armies and Assemblages will sing it, with eyes 
weeping and burning, vdth hearts defiant of Death, Despot 
and Devil, ^ 

One sees w^ell, these ^larseillese will be too late for the Federa- 
tion Feast. In fact, it is not Champ-de-lMars Oaths that they 
have in view. Tliey have quite another feat to do : a paralytic 
National Executive to set in action. Tliey must ‘ strike down ’ 
whatsoever ‘ Tyrant,’ or Slartyr-Faindant, there may be who 
paralyses it ; strike and be struck ; and on the whole prosper, 
and know how to die. 

^ Dampmartin, iibi supra. — As to Dampmartin himself and what became of him 
further, see Mimoires dc la Comitsse de JLtchlettatt, Merits par cllc-ineme; traduits dc 
PAllemand (i I^ondres 1809), i. 200*7 ; ii. 78*91. 

“ A.i). 1836. 
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BOOK VI 
July IIO** 


CHAPTEK 111 

SOME CONSOLATION TO MANKIND 

Of tJie Federatjon Feast itsdl we sHaU say almost Tirt tj tm g 
There are Tents pitched in the Champ de IMars , tent for 
National Assembly , tent for Hereditary Representative — 
■who mdeed is there too early, and has to -wait long m it There 
are Eighty three symbolic Departmental Trees of Liberty , 
trees and inais eno'ugh beaulifulest of all, there is one huge 
>7U«, himg round "With effete Scutcheons, Emblazonries and 
Genealogy books, nay better still, with Lawyers’ hags, ‘ sacs 
de procidure ’ , whidi shall be burnt The Thirty seat ^ows 
of that famed Slope are again full, -we have a bngbt Sun, 
and all is marching streamermg and blanng but what avails 
it ? Virtuous Mayor Petion, whom FeuiUantism had sus 
pended was reinstated only last night, by Decree of the Assem 
bJy Men’s humour is of the sourest Men’s hats hare on 
them, ■written in chalk, ‘ Vive P^ton ’ , and even, ‘ Ration or 
Death P^iou ou la AZort * 

Poor Louis, who has waited till five o’clock before the 
Assembly ■would arrive, swears the National Oath this time, 
with a quilted cuirass under his waistcoat which will turn 
pistol bullets ^ Madame de Sta^l, from, that Royal Tent 
stretches out the neck m a kmd of agony, lest the waving 
multitude which received him may not render him back abve 
No cry of Vxve le Rot salutes the ear , cnes only of Vtve PHton , 
Tilton o« la Mart The National Solemnity vs as it were 
huddled by, each cowenng off almost before the evolutions 
are gone through The very ilZat with its Scutcheons and 
La^wyers’ bags js forgotten, stands unbumt , till ‘ certain 
Patriot Deputies,’ called by the people, set a torcik to it, by 
way of voluntary alter piece Sadder Feast of Pikes no man 
ever saw 

Jlayor Petion, named on hats is at his zemth in this Pcdera 
tion Lafayette agam is close upon bis nadir Why does the 
storm bell of Samt Koch speak out, next Saturday , why do 

1 C»iiipan c. 20 De Stae1 i c 7 
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the citizens shut their shops ? ^ It is Sections defiling, it is fear CIIAPi 111 
of effervescence. Legislative Committee, long deliberating on 1702 
Lafayette and that Anti-Jacobin visit of Ins, reports, this day, 
that there is * 710 / ground for Accusation ’ 1 Peace, ye Patriots, 
ncverUiclcss ; and let that tocsin cease : the Debate is not 
finished, nor the Report accepted ; but Brissot, Isnard and the 
Jrountain vn\l sift it, and rcsift it, pcrliaps for some three weeks 
longer. 

So many bells,' storm-bells and noises do ring ; — scarcely 
audible ; one dromiing the oUicr. For example : in tliis same 
Lafayette tocsin, of Saturday, was there not withal some 
faint bob-minor, and Deputation of Legislative, ringing the 
Chevalier Paul Jones to his long rest ; tocsin or dirge now all 
one to him I Not ten days hence Patriot Brissot, beshouted 
this day by the Patriot Galleries, shall find himself begroaned 
by tlicm, on account of his limited Patriotism ; na)’’ pelted at 
wliilc perorating, and ‘ hit with two prunes.’ “ . It is a dis- 
tracted empty-sounding world ; of bob-minors and bob-majors, 
of triumph and terror, of rise and fall I ' 

The more touching is this other Solemnity, whicli happens 
on the morrow of the LafaycLle tocsin : Proclamation that the 
Coxiniry is in Danger. Not till the present Sunday could 
such Solemnity be. The Legislative decreed it almost a 
fortnight ago ; but Royalty and the ghost of a i\[inistry held 
back as they could. Now however, on this Sunday, 22d day 
of July 1792, it will hold back no longer ; and the Solemnity 
in very deed is. Touching to behold 1 Municipality and 
Mayor have on their scarfs ; cannon-salvo booms alarm from 
the Pont-Neuf, and single-gun at intcrv^als all day. Guards are 
mounted, scarfed Notabilities, Halberdiers, and* a Cavalcade; 
with streamers, emblematic flags ; especially with one huge 
Flag, flapping mournfully : Citoyens, la Pairic cst en Danger. 

They roll through the streets, vdtli stem-sounding music, and 
slow rattle of hoofs ; pausing at set stations, and vnth doleful 
blast of trumpet singing out tlirough Herald’s throat, what the 
Flag says to the eye : ‘ Citizens, our Country is in Danger I ’ 

Is there a man’s heart that hears it TOthout a thrill ? The 
many-voiced responsive hum or bellow of these multitudes is 
not of triumph ; and yet it is a sound deeper than triumph. 

But when the long Cavalcade and Proclamation ended ; and 

* Monittur^ Stance du 21 Juillct 1792. - Pari, xvi. 185. 
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our huge Flag -was fixed on the Font Neuf, another like it on 
the H6te] de ViUe, to -ware there till better da 5 *s; and each 
Slxinicipal sat m the centre of his Section, m a Tent raised in 
some open square. Tents surmounted vriUx flags of Patna an 
J^ttnger, and topmost of all a Pike and bonnet Sw^e, and, 
on two drums in front of him, there Jaj a plank table, and on 
tlus an open Book, and a Clerk sat, like recording angel, ready 
to -wnte tlie lists, or as we say to enlist I O, then, it seems, 
the very gods might have looked down on it Young Patriotism, 
Culottic and Sansculottic, rushes forward emulous That is 
my name , name, blood and life is all my country’s , whj have 
I nothing more I Youths of short stature weep that they are 
b^ow size Old men come forward, a son in each hand 
brothers themselves will grant the son of their travail , send 
him, though with tears And the multitude bellows Fire la 
Pofne, far reverberating And fire flashes m tlie e-ies of men , 
— and at e^ent]de, your Slumcipal returns to the Townhall 
folloned by his long train of Volunteer 'valour, hands in bis 
List , saj’s proudlj , looking round. This is mj dnj ‘s harvest,' 
Thej will march, on the morrow, to Sois^ons , small bundle 
holding all their chattels 

Soi, with Fire la Paine, Firr la Libcrli, stone Pans rcicr 
berates hke Ocean in his cai es , da> after daj , Afunicipals 
enlisting m tricolor Tent , the Ilag flapping on Pont Keuf 
and Townhall, CUoyens, la Paine est en JDanger Some Ten 
thousand fighters, without discipline but hdl of heart, me on 
matdi m few days The like is doing m every Town of France 
— Consider, therefore, whether the Countrj will want defenders, 
had we hut a National E'cecutive ? L«t the Sections and Pn 
mary Assemblies, at any rate, become Permanent ! They do 
become Permanent, and sit contmuallj tn Pans, and over 
France, bj Legislative Decree, dated Wednesday the 25th * 

JIark contranwise how, m these aerj hours, dated the 25th, 
Brunswick ‘ shakes himself, s’ftronle,’ in Cbblenti , and takes 
the road I Shakes himself indeed , one spoken -word becomes 
such a shakmg Successive, simultaneous dirl of thirt\- 
thousimd muskets shouldered , prance and jingle of ten 
thousand horsemen, fanlaronading Emigrants m the van , 
drum, kcttle-drum, noise of weeping, swearing; and tiic 

* TMa)4 dt % r»tn« en tltnsw 

• Jd*nt{tur, Si»ne« du 8 S Juliet 179* 
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BOOK M black terror haunts him O brave Barbarous; snlt thou not 
smuggle me to ManseilleS. ‘disguised as a jockey*?* In 
Pahus Roval and aH public places, as ive read, there is sharp 
acbvity , private individiials haiangumg that Valour may 
enhst, haranguing that the Executtve taav be put la sebon. 
Royahst Journals ought to be solemnly burnt argument 
thereupon , debates, which generall} end m single-stick, covps 
dt Cannes * Or think ot this , the hour midnight place Salle 
de Manege , august Assembly just adjoummg ‘ Gbzens of 
both seites enter m a rudi, erdaiming. Vengeance , they are 
pciJoimg our BrtOhers ' ; — baking braved glass among then 
bread at Soissons 1 Vergmaud has to speak soothmg words. 
How Commissioners are alieadv sent to mvestigate this brayed 
glass, and do what is needful Iherem ; — tiH the rudi of Gtizens 
* makes profound ^ence , and goes home to its bed 
Such IS Pam, the heart of a France like to it. Preter 
natural suspicion, doubt, disqmetude, nameless anticipation 
from shore to diore* — and those blackhpowed MarseSlese 
martdung dusty, unwearied, through the midst of it, not 
doubtful thev Marching to the gnm music of their hearts, 
thev consinne continually the long road, these three weeks and 
mo’e , heralded bv Tenor and Rumour The Brest TM&es 
anrre on the 26th, through hirtTahmg streets. Determined 
men are these also, bearing or not bearing the Saoed Pikes 
of Ch&teau Meux , and on the whole deadedly dismdmed for 
Soissons as vet, Surdv the Marseillese Brethren do draw nigber 
aO dal's. 


CHAPTER V 

AT DIKVER 

Ir was a bnght dav for Charenton, that 29th of the month, 
when the MaiseiHese Brethren actually came m si^t, 
Baibaroux; Santerre and Patriots have gorie out to meet the 
gnm VTavfarcrs. Patnot dasps dust\ Patriot to his bosom , 
there is footwashmg and refection * dinner of twelve-hundred 
covers at the Blue Dial Cerdrun Bleu* ^ and deep intenor 

* p. fioL 

» Nun wwl Doccjaet.* {/r«^ tr _(0 m. 3<59V 
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consultation, that one wots not of.^ Consultation indeed which CHAP. IV 
comes to little ; lor Santerre, with an open purse, with a loud July 29 , 
voice, has almost no head. Here, however, we repose this 
night : on the morrow is public entry into Paris. 

Of wluch public entry the Day-Historians, Diurnalists, or 
Journalists as they call themselves, have preserved record 
enough. How Saint-Antoinc male and female, and Paris gene- 
rally,, gave brotherly welcome, with brt^vo and hand-clapping, 
in crowded streets ; and all passed in the peacablest manner ; 

— except it might be our hlarseillese pointed out here and 
there a riband-cockade, and beckoned that it should be snatched 
away, and exchanged lor a wool one ; wliich was done. How 
the Mother Society in a body has come as far as the Bastille- 
ground, to embrace you. How you then wend onwards, 
triumphant, to the Townhall, to be embraced by Mayor Pdtion ; 
to put down your muskets in the Barracks ol Nouvelle France, 
not far olf ; — ^then towards tlie appointed Tavern in the Champs 
Elysdes, to enjoy a frugal Patriot repast.- 

01 all whidi the indignant TnUeries may, by its Tickets of 
Entry, have warning. Red Swiss look doubly sharp to their 
Ch&teau-Grates ; — ^though surely there is no danger ? Blue 
Grenadiers of the Filles-Saint-Thomas Section are on duty 
there this day : men of Agio, as we have seen ; with stuffed 
purses, riband-cockades ; among whom serves Weber. A 
party of these latter, with Captains, with sundry Feuillant 
Notabilities, Moreau de Saint-Mdry of the three-thousand 
orders, and others, have been dining, much more respectably, 
in a Tavern hard by. They have dined, and are now drink- 
ing Loyal-Patriotic toasts ; while the Marseillese, Naiional- 
Patriotic merely, are about sitting down to their frugal covers 
of delf. How it happened remains to this day undemon- 
strable ; but the external fact is, certain of these FiUes-Saint- 
Thomas Grenadiers do issue from their Tavern ; perhaps 
touched, surely not yet muddled with any liquor they have 
had; — tissue in the professed intention of testifying to the 
Marseillese, or to the multitude of Paris Patriots who stroll 
in these spaces. That they, the Filles-Saint-Thomas men, if 
well seen into, are not a whit less Patriotic than any other 
class of men whatever. 

' Deux AviiSf viii. 90-101, 

2 Hist» Pari, xvi, 196. See Barbaroux, pp. 51-5, 

It 
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BOOK VI August , that miserable business oi Lafayette may be expected 
Aug 3-5, to terminate on the eighth 
1792 Or will the humane Reader glance into the Levee day of 
Sunday the fifth ? The last Levee ! Not for a long time, 
‘ never,’ says Bertrand Jloleville, had a Levee been so bnlhant, 
at least so crowded A sad presaging interest sat on every 
face , Bertrand’s own eyes were filled with tears For indeed, 
outside of that Tricolor Riband on the FeuiUants Terrace, 
Legislative is debating, Sections are defiling, all Pans is astir 
this very Sunday, demandmg Dichiance ^ Here, however, 
withm the nband, a grand proposal is on foot, for the hundredth 
tune, of carrymg his Majesty to Rouen and the Castle of Gaillon 
Swiss at Courbevoye are in readiness , much is ready , Majesty 
himself seems almost ready Nevertheless, for the hundredUi 
tune. Majesty, when near the pomt of action, draws hack , 
writes, after one has waited palpitating an endless summer 
day, tiiat ‘ he has reason to believe the Insurrection is not so 
npe as you suppose * "Whereat Bertrand Molevdle breaks forth 
‘ mto extremity at once of spleen and despair, d humeur et de 
disesfmr * * 


CHAPTER VI 

THE STEEPLES AT MIDMGHT 

Foe, m truth, the Insurrection is just about npe Thurs 
day IS the ninth of the month August if Forfeiture be not 
pronounced by the Legislative that day, we must pronounce 
it ourselves 

Legislative? A poor waterlogged Legislative can pro 
nounce nothing On Wednesday the eighth, after endless 
oratory once again, they cannot even pronounce Accusation 
agamst Lafayette , but absolve him, — ^hear it, Patnotism I 
by a majority of two to one Patnotism hears it , Patnot 
ism, hounded on by Prussian terror, by Preternatural Suspi 
cion, roars tumultuous round the Salle de Manage, all day, 
msults many leadmg Deputies, of the absolvent Right side , 
nay daases them, collars them with loud menace Deputy 
Vaublanc, and others of the lAe, are glad to take refuge in 
1 P»rl xvv. 5J7 9. * Bcttrond StoUrJk 
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Guardhouses, and escape by Ihc back ^vindow. And so, next CHAP. Vi 
(lay, there is infinite coinplninl ; J^ctler niter Letter from a, i#aii 
insulted Deputy: mere complaint, debate and sclf-canccllinp 
jargon : tlic sun of Thursday sets like the others, and no 
Forfeiture pronounced. AYhcroforc in fine, To your tents, 0 
Israel I 

The Mother Society ceases speaking; groups cense har- 
anguing; Patriots, ^vilh closed lips now. Make one another's 
arm ’ ; walk off, \u tows, two and two. at. a brisk busiucss-pacc ; 
and vanish afar in the obscure places of the Fast.' Sanlcrrc 
is ready; or we will make him ready. Forty-seven of the 
Forty-eight Sections arc ready ; nay, PMlcs-Saint-Thoinas itself 
lunis up the Jncohin side of it, turns down the Fcuillant side of 
it, and is ready loo. I/Ot the unlimited Patriot look to lus 
weapon, be it pike, he il. firelock ; and the Brest brethren, — 
above all, the black-hrowcd Mnrscillcsc, prepare themselves for 
the extreme hour ! Syndic lUrderer knows, and laments or 
not as the issue may t\irn, that ‘ five-thousand bal(-cartridgcs, 
tvilhin these few days, have !)ccn distriliulcd to I'Yddr^s, at 
the Ilotcbdc-Yille.’ “ 

And yo likewise, gallant genUemen, defenders of Boyally, 
crowd ye on your side to the Tuilcries. Not to a Levee : no, 
to a Couchcc ; where much will be j^ut to bed. Your Tickcl>s 
of Entry are needful ; nccdfulcr your blunderbusses ! — Ilicy 
come and crowd, like gallant men who also know how to die : 
old Mailld the Camp-Mandial has come, his eyes gleaming once 
again, though dimmed by the rlxeum of almost fourscore years. 

Courage, Brothers I AVc have a thousand red Swiss ; men 
stanch of heart, stedfast as the granite of their Alps. National 
Grenadiers arc at least friends of Order ; Commandant Jlnndat 
breathes loyal ardour, will * answer for it on his bead.’ J^Iandal 
w!I, and his Staff ; for the Staff, though there stands a doom 
and Decree to that effect, is happily never yet dissolved. 

Commandant Mandat has corresponded vnUx Mayor Potion ; 

(xirrics a willen Order from him these three days, to repel 
force by force. A squadron on the Ponl-Ncuf with cannon 
shall turn* back these MarsciUese coming across the River: a 
squadron at the Townhall shall cut Saint-Antoinc in two, ‘ ns 
it issues from the Arcade Saint-Jean ’ ; drive one-half hack to 

^ Vft/x j^lrnhf vVu, 129-88. 

- Ua?<lctcr K la liairc (Seance <lu 9 Aoul, in ///;/, xvi. 393), 
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BOOSYI tbs ctsrsre Crrre tbs oibK ball lanrartk ‘tb»:^ tJjs 
ii*c. 9, l»SS TTwieis cf tfcs JjcKrrse.’, Sqssdnsis cot a few, *sd raooctrf 
sjssdrKis ; sqcadrcea ia tbs Esbds Royal, ia ths Kacs T«a- 
d5=ss5 s!I tbsss sbaU cbsrpr, st tiis rijbt totsseot; strwp 
tbis street, acd tb^i sweep that. Sosas new Twisitjeib cl 
Jcae ws shall tave ; oaly stHI laore icsSectcsl ? Or prc3ssi2v 
tbs las a rrgc U oa -will cot dsrs to liss at sH? Jlaadat's 



SqxadKEs, Hctse-jradacaiejs sad l^e Gasrds narrb , clatter- 
isg, tradTsag; ilaadsl’s Caaaccttss readme. eked 

ol cj^t ; to tbs socad c! las I’^sAcIe, -wiSfk begsas d raaraia g 
wbsa taeo sbocH go to bed- It is tbs 5tb sagbt of Aagast 
17?2i 

Oa tbs other bairS, lbs rcsty-e^t eecres^ by 

sxift xscssec^^s; &re t bg *tiiw 

with faU powers.* Sjedie Eerdsrer, Mayer Petroa sre ^ssit 
for to tbs TeSeriss : coaiageocs Legislatcsrs, wbca tbs errea 
beats daastr.sbosddirpajr to tbeir Sails. DesoeseSe Ibsro^ 





TUB S^n^EPLES AT MIDNIGHT 181 

has ou her grcnadicr*bouucl, short-Hkirted riding-habit; two CIIAI*. VI 
pistols garnish her small waist, and sabre hangs in baldric by -fVup. n, I7l» 
her side. 

Sucli a game is playing ii\ this Paris Pandemonium, or City 
of All the Devils I — And yet the Night, ns Mayor Potion walks 
here in the Tuilcrics Garden, * is bcauliful and calm ’ ; Orion 
and the Pleiades glitter down quite serene. Potion 1ms come 
forth, the ‘ heal ^ inside was so oppressive,' Indeed, his 
Majesty’s reception of him was of the roughest; ns it well 
might be. And now there is no oulgatc; Mandat’s blue 
Squadrons turn you back at every Grate ; naj* the Fillcs- 
Saint-Thomas Grenadiers give themselves liberties of tongue, 

IIow a virtuous Mayor ‘ shall pay for it, if there be mischief,’ 
and the like ; though others again arc full of civility. Surely 
if any man in France is in straits this night, it is ^^layor Potion : 
bound, under pain of death, one may say, to smile dexterously 
wiUi the one side of his face, and weep with the other ; — dcalli 
if he do it not dexterously enough ! Not till four in the morning 
docs n National Assembly, hearing of his plight, summon him 
over * to give account of Paris ’ ; of which he knows nothing : 
whereby, however, he shall gel home to bed, and only his gilt 
coach be left. Scarcely less delicate is Syndic Itordcrcr’s task ; 
who must wait, whether he will lament or not, till he see the 
issue. Janus Bifrons, or Mr, Faciur^-hotJhxcaijs, as vernacular 
Bunyan has it 1 They walk there, in the meanwhile, ihcj-c 
two Januscs, with oUicrs of the like double conformation ; 
and ‘ talk of indifferent matters.’ 

Rocdcrcr, from lime to time, steps in ; to listqn, to speak ; 
to send for the Dcpartmcnt-Dircclory iLscU, he their Procurcur 
Sjmdic not seeing how to act. Tlic Apartments arc all crowded ; 
some seven-hundred gentlemen in black elbowing, bustling ; 
red Swiss standing like rocks ; ghost, or partial-ghost of a 
Ministry, with Rocdcrcr and advisers, liovcring round tljcir 
Majesties ; old Marshal Mailld kneeling at the Iving’s feet to 
say, lie and these gallant gentlemen arc conic to die for him. 

List I through the placid midnight ; clang of the distant storm- 
bell 1 So, in very sooth : steeple after steeple takes up the 
wondrous talc. Black Courtiers listen at the windows, opened 

' Rordcrer, Chroniquc dc CifiquanU Jenrs ; Kicit dt PithiU Townhall Records, elc, 

(in Hist. Pari, xvi, 399*466). 
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BOOKM for air; discriminate the steeple bells ; ^ this is the tocsm of 
Aug a, 17S2 Saint "Roch ; that again, is it not Samt Jacques, named de Ut 
Bwckerie ? Yes, Slessieurs I Or even Saint Germain rAuxct- 
rois, hear ye it not ? The same metal that rang storm, two 
hundred and twenty years ago; but by a Majesty’s order 
then ; on Samt'Eartholomew’s Eve I * — So go the steeple bells ; 
which Courtiers can discriminate Nay, meseems, there is 
the Townhall itself ; we know it by its sound ' Yes, Friends, 
that IS the Townh^ ; discoursing so, to the Night. Sfiracu- 
lously ; by miraculous metal tongue and man’s arm : Marat 
himself, if you knew it, is puUmg at the rope there 1 Marat is 
pulling; Robespierre bes deep, invisible for the next forty 
hours ; and some men have heart, and some have as good as 
none, and not even frenzy will give them any, 

■\Vhat strugghng confusion, as the issue slowly draws on; 
and the doubtful Hour, with pain and blmd struggle, brmgs 
forth Its Certainty, never to be abolished I — The Full power 
Delegates, three from each Section, a Hundred and forty-four 
m all, got gathered at the Townhall, about midnight Mandat’s 
Squadron, stationed there, did not hinder their entering * are 
they not the ‘ Central Committee of the Sections ’ who sit here 
usually ; though m greater number tomght ? They are there : 
presided by Confusion, Irresolution, and the Clack of Tongues. 
Swift scouts fly ; Rumour buzzes, of black Courtiers, red Swiss, 
of Iklandat and his Squadrons that shall charge Better put 
off the Insurrection ? Yes, put it off Ha, hark 1 Saint- 
Antome hoommg out eloquent tocsm, of its own accord 1 — 
Fnends, no . ye cannot put off the Insurrection ; but must 
put it on, and b'^e with it, or die with it 

Swift now, therefore; let these actual Old Blunicipals, on 
sight of the Full powws, and mandate of the Sovereign elective 
People, lay down their functions , and this New Hundred and 
Forty four take them up I tYill ye mil ye, worthy Old Mum 
cipals, go ye must. Nay is it not a happmess for many a 
Mnnieipal that he can wash his hands of such a business ; and 
sit there paralysed, unaccountable, till the hour do bnng forth ; 
or even go home to his mght’s rest ? * Two only of the old, 
or at most three, we retain : Mayor Potion, for the present 
walking in the Tuilencs ; Procureur Manuel ; Procoreur- 

^ Rocdcrer, ubi supri ^ August 157^ 

• Section Documeptt, Toirtibill VocnmtPit Tarl nbi supri) 

Substitute- 
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BOOK VI storm IS m the air I li the Insurrection tome ? If jt come, 
Aug 10 and tall t Alas in that case, may not black Courtiers -with 
blunderbusses, red Swiss with bayonets rush over, flushed vnth 
victory, and ask us Thou imdefinable, waterlogged self 
distractive self destructive Legislative, what dost thou here 
WBJWnI? — Or figure the poor National Guards bivouacking 
in ‘ temporary tents ’ there , or standmg ranked, shifting from 
leg to leg all through the weary night , New tricolor Mum 
cipals ordermg one thing old Mandat Captains ordering another 
Procureur Manuel has ordered the cannons to be withdrawn 
from the PontNeuf, none ventured to disobey bun It 
seems certain, then the old Staff so long doomed, has finally 
been dissolved, in these hours , and Mandat is not our Com 
mandant now, but Santerre ? Yes, friends Santcrre hence- 
forth, — surely Slandat no more 1 The Squadrons that were 
to charge see nothing certam, except that they are cold hungry, 
worn down with watching , that it were sad to slay French 
brothers , sadder to be slam by them Without the Tuilenes 
Circuit, and withm it, sour uncertam humour sways these men 
only the red Swiss stand steadfast Them their ofBeere refresh 
now with a slight wettmg of brandy , wherein the Nationals, 
too tar gbne for brandy, refuse to participate 

King Louis meanwhile had laid hun down lor a httle sleep , 
his Wig when he reappeared had lost the powder on one side * 
Old Marshal Maill6 and the gentlemen m black nse alwajs in 
spirits, as the Insurrection does not nse there goes a witty 
sajmg now, * Le tocsin ne rend pas* The tocsm, like a dry milk 
cow, does not jneld For the rest, could not one prodaun 
Martial Law ? Not easily , for now, it seems Mayor Potion 
is gone On the other h^d our Interim Commandant, poor 
Mandat being off ‘ to the H6tel de V lUe ’ complains that so 
many Courtiers in black encumber the service, are an ejesorrow 
to the National Guards To which her Majesty answers with 
emphasis. That they will obey all, will suffer all that they arc 
sure men these 

And so the j ellow lamplight dies out m the graj ot mortong 
m the lungs Palace over such a scene Scene of jostling 
elbowing of confusion and indeed conclusion lor the thing is 
about to end Itcederer and spectral Ministers jostle in the 

> Reedew ubi »uptl. 
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press ; consult, in side-cabinets, with, one or with both Majesties. 
Sister Elizabeth takes the Queen to the window : ‘ Sister, see 
what a beautiful sunrise,’ right over the Jacobins Church and 
that quarter 1 How happy if the tocsin did not yield ! But 
Mandat returns not ; Potion is gone : much hangs wavering in 
the invisible Balance. About five o’clock, there rises from the 
Garden a kind of sound ; as of a shout which had become a 
howl, and instead of Vive le Roi were ending in Vive la Nation. 
* Mon Dieu ! ’ ejaculates a spectral Minister, ^ what is he doing 
down there ? ’ For it is his Majesty, gone down with old 
Marshal Maill6 to review the troops ; and the nearest companies 
of them answer so. Her Majesty bursts into a stream of tears. 
Yet on stepping from the cabinet, her eyes are dry and calm, 
her look is even cheerful. ‘ The Austrian lip, and the aquiline 
nose, fuller than usual, gave to her countenance,’ says Peltier,^ 
" something of majesty, which they that did not see her in these 
moments cannot well have an idea of.’ O thou Theresa’s 
Daughter ! 

King Louis enters, much blown with the fatigue ; but for 
the rest with his old air of indifference. Of aU hopes now, 
surely the joyfulest were, that the tocsin did not yield. 


CHAPTER VII 

THE SWISS 

Unhappy Friends, the tocsin does yield, has yielded ! Lo 
ye, how with the first sunrays its Ocean-tide* of pikes and 
fusils, flows glittering from the far East ; — ^immeasurable ; 
bom of the Night ! They march there, the grim host ; Saint- 
Antoine on this side the River ; Saint-Marceau on that, the 
blackbrowed Marseillese in the van. With hum, and grim 
murmur, far-heard ; like the Ocean-tide, as we say : drawn 
up, as if by Luna and Influences, from the great Deep of Waters, 
they roll gleaming on; no King, Canute or Louis, can bid 
them roll back. Wide-eddying side-currents, of onlookers, 
roll hither and thither, unarmed, not voiceless ; they, the steel 
host, roll on. New-Commandant Santerre, indeed, has taken 

^ In Toulongeon, ii. 241 . 
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IS clear to them, that o{ standing bj their post , and they 
•will perform that. ' 

But the gUttenng steel tide has arrived 5 it beats now against 
the Ch&tcau bamcrs and eastern Courts; irresistibly loud 
surgmg far and wide breaks m, fills the Court of the Ca^usel, 
blnckbrowed MarsciUese in the v’an ICmg Louis gone, saj you ; 
over to the Assemblj I lYcU and good : but till the Assembly 
pronounce Forfeiture of him, what boots it ? Our post is m 
that Ch&tcau or stronghold of his , there till then must we 
continue Tlunk, ye stanch Swiss, whether it were good that 
gnm murder began, and brothers blasted one another m pieces 
for a stone edifice ? — Poor Swiss I they know not how to act * 
from the southern windows, some flmg caitndges, m sign of 
brotherhood; on the eastern outer staircase, and withm through 
long stairs and comdois, thej stand firm ranked, peaceable 
and j*et refusmg to stir 'Westermann speaks to them m 
Alsatian German ; Slarsedlese plead, in hot Provcnfal speech 
and pantomime; stunning hubbub pleads and threatens, 
infinite, around. Tlie Swiss stand fast, peaceable and j'Ct 
immovable ; red granite pier m that waste-Qashmg sea of steel 

■\Vho can help the mentahle issue; MarseiUese and all 
France on this side ; granite Swiss on that ? The pantomime 
grows hotter and hotter; MarseiUese sabres flounshmg by 
way of action ; the Swiss brow also doudmg itsdf, the Swiss 
thumb bnnging its firelock to the cock And hark 1 high 
thundetmg above all the dm, three MarseiUese cannon from 
the Carrousel, pomled by a gunner of bad mm, come rattling 
over the roofs 1 Ye Swiss, therefore ; Fire / The Swiss fire ; 
by vollej, by, platoon, m rolling fire . MarseiUese men not a 
few, and * a tall man that was louder than any,’ be silent, 
smashed upon the pavement ; — not a few MarseiUese, alter the 
long dusty march, have made halt htre The Carrousel is void ; 
the black tide rccoilmg ; * fugitives rushmg os far as Saint- 
Antoine before thej stop.’ The Cannoneers without linstock 
have squatted mvisible, and left their cannon; which the 
Swiss seize. 

Think what o voUey reverberating doomfuf <0 tfie four 
comers of Pans, and through all hearts ; like the dang of 
BeUona’s thongs! The hlackbrowed MarseiUese, rJIjang on 
the instant, have become black Demons that know how to 
die. Nor is Brest bdundhand ; nor ^Usatian Westexmann , 
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ou la mart ! From all Patriot al’tillery, great and small ; 
from Feuillants Terrace, and all terraces and places of the 


Aug. 10, 
1702 


■wide-spread Insurrectionary sea, there roars responsive a red 


blazing -whirhvind. Blue Nationals, ranked in the Garden, 


cannot help their muskets going off, against Foreign murderers. 
For there is a sympathy in muskets, in heaped masses of men : 
nay, are not Mankind, in wliole, like tuned strings, and a cun- 
ning infinite concordance and unity ; you smite one string, 
and all strings •null begin sounding, — in soft sphere-melody, 
in deafening screech of madness I lllounted Gendarmerie 


gallop distracted ; are fired on merely as a thing running ; 
galloping over the Pont Royal, or one kno-o's not whither. 
Tlie brain of Paris, brain-fevered in the centre of it here, has 


gone mad ; what you call, taken fire. 

Behold, the fire slackens not ; nor does the S'wiss rolling- 
fire slacken from within. Nay they clutched cannon, as we 
saw ; and now, from the other side, they clutch three pieces 
more ; alas, cannon ivithout linstock ; nor -will the steel-and- 
flint answer, tliough they try it.^ Had it chanced to answer ! 
Patriot onlookers have tlieir misgivings ; one strangest Patriot 
onlooker thinks that the S’wiss, had they a commander, would 
beat. He is a man not unqualified to judge ; the name of 
him Napoleon- Buonaparte." And onlookers, and women, 
stand gazing, and the •wittj’- Dr. jNIoore of Glasgow among 
them, on the other side of the River : cannon rush rumbling 
past them ; pause on the Pont Royal ; belch out their iron 
entrails there, against the Tuileries ; and at every new belch, 
the women and onlookers ‘ shout and clap haijds.’ “ City of 
all the Devils ! In remote streets, men are drinking break- 
fast-coffee ; following their affairs ; -vnth a start now and then, 
as some dull echo reverberates a note louder. And here ? 


Marseillese fall wounded; but Barbaroux has surgeons; 
Barbaroux is close by, managing, though underhand and under 
cover. Marseillese fall death-struck ; bequeath their firelock, 
specify in which pocket are the cartridges ; and die murmur- 
ing, ‘ Revenge me. Revenge thy coxmtry ! ’ Brest Fddere 
Officers, galloping in red coats, are shot as Swiss. Lo you. 


^ Dinx AtniSi viii. I79'88. 

^ See Hist. Pari, xvii. 56 ; Las Cases, etc. 

® Moore, /ottmal during a Residence in Prance (Dublin, 1793), 26. 
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BOOK VI them to some Twelve hundred No child’s play was it nor 
Avjf 10 , xs xt ! Till two m the afternoon the massacring, the brealong 
and the bummg has not ended , nor the loose Bedlam shut 
itself again 

How deluges of frantic Sansculottism roared through all 
passages of this Tuilenes, ruthless m vengeance, how the 
Valets were butchered, hewn down, and Dame Campan saw 
the MarseiUese sabre flash over her head, but the Blackbrowed 
said, * V a Cen, Get thee gone,’ and flung her from him unstruck , ^ 
how m the cellars wme bottles were broken, wine butts were 
staved m and drunk , and, upwards to the very garrets, all 
windows tumbled out their precious royal furnitures and, 
with gold muTors, velvet curtams, down of npt feather beds, 
and dead bodies of men, the Tuilenes was like no Garden of 
the Earth — all this let him who has a taste for it see amply 
in Mercier, in acnd Montgaillard, or Beauheu of the Dmx Arms 
A hundred and eighty bodies of Swiss he piled there , naked, 
unremoved till the second day Patnotism has tom their red 
coats mto snips , and marches with them at the Pike’s point 
the ghastly bare corpses he there, under the sim and under 
the stars , the cunous of both sexes crowdmg to look Which 
let not us do Above a hundred carts, heaped with Dead, fate 
towards the Cemetery of Samte Madeleine , bewailed, bewept , 
for all had kindred, all had mothers if not here, then there tt 
IS one of those Carnage fields, such as you read of by the name 
* Glorious Victory,' brought home m this case to one's own 
door . 

But the bl%ckbrowed MarseiUese have struck down the tyrant 
of the Chhteau He is struck down, low, and hardly again 
to nse "What a moment for an august I/Cgislative was that 
when the Hereditary Bepresentative entered, under such cir 
cumstances, and &e Grenadier, carrying the httle Prince 
Royal out of the Press, set him down on the Assembly table I 
A moment, — ^which one had to smooth off with oratory , watt 
mg what the next would bring 1 Louis said fciv words * Ife 
was come iuther to prevent a great crane , he behei’sd hanseli 
safer nowhere than here ' President Vergmaud answered 
bnefly, m vague oratory as we say, about * defence of Con 
stituted Authonties,' about dying at out post.^ And so King 

I CaoTOo b e. 51 * Mffi /tur Siauw do to Aofit I79» 
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Louis sat him down ; first here, then there ; for a difficulty CHAP. VIll 
arose, the Constitution not permitting us to debate ^vhile the 
King is present: finally he settles himself TOth his Family 
in the ‘ Logo of the Logograplic,^ in tlie Reporter’s-Box of a 
Journalist ; wliich is beyond the enchanted Constitutional 
Circuit, separated from it by a rail. To such Lodge of the 
Logographe, measuring some ten feet square, mth a small 
closet at the entrance of it behind, is the IQng of broad France 
now limited : here can he and his sit pent, under the eyes of 
the world, or retire into their closet at intervals ; for the space 
of sixteen hours. Such quite peculiar moment has the Legis- 
lative lived to see. 

But also what a moment ^Yas that other, few minutes later, 
when the three Marseillese cannon went off, and the S^viss roll- 
ing-fire and universal thunder, like the crack of Doom, began 
to rattle ! Honourable Members start to their feet ; stray 
bullets singing epicedium even here, sbivering-in %vith window- 
glass and jingle. ‘ No, this is our post ; let us die here ! ’ 

Tliey sit therefore, like stone Legislators. But may not the 
Loge of the Logographe be forced from behind ? Tear down 
the railing that divides it from the enchanted Constitutional 
Circuit J Ushers tear and tug ; his Majesty himself aiding 
from within : the railing gives way ; Majesty and Legislative 
are united in place, unloiown Destiny hovering over both. 

Rattle, and again rattle, went the thunder; one breathless 
wide-eyed messenger rushing in alter another : King’s order to 
the Swiss went out. It was a fearful thimder ; but, as we 
know, it ended. Breathless messengers, fugitive Swiss, denun- 
ciatory Patriots, trepidation ; finally tripudiation I — ^Before 
four o’clock much has come and gone. , 

The New Municipals have come and gone ; with Three Flags, 
lAherti, Egaliii, Patrie, and the clang of vivats. Vergniaud, 
he who as President few hours ago talked of dying for Con- 
stituted Authorities, has moved, as Committee-Reporter, that 
the Hereditary Representative he suspended ; that a National 
Convention do forthwith assemble to say what further ! An 
able Report ; which the President must have bad ready in 
his pocket ? A President, in such cases, must have much 
ready, and yet not ready ; and Janus-like look before and after. 

IGng Louis listens to all ; retires about midnight ‘ to three 
little rooms on the upper floor ’ ; till the Luxembourg be pre- 
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pared for hun, and * tlie safeguard of the Nation * Safer if 
Brunswick were once here ! Or, alas, not so safe ? Ye hap 
less discrowned heads I Crowds came, next morning, to cat^ 
a glimpse of them, m their three upper rooms BlontgaiUard 
says the august Captives wore an air of cheerfulness, even of 
gaiety, that the Queen and Princess Lamhalle, who had 
joined her overmght, looked out of the opened window, ‘ shook 
powder from their hair on the people below, and laughed ’ * 
He IS an acnd distorted man 

For the test, one may guess that the Legislative, above all 
that the New Mumcipahty continues busy Messengers, Mum 
cipal or Legislative, and swift despatches rush off to all comers 
of France , full of tnumph, blended with mdignant wail, for 
Twelve hundred have fallen France sends up its blended 
shout responsive , the Tenth of August shall he as the Four 
teenth of July, only bloodier and greater Tbe Court has con 
spired ? Poor Court the Court has been vanquished , and 
will have both the scath to bear and the scorn How the 
statues of Kmgs do now all fall I Bronze Henn himself though 
he wore a cockade once, jingles down from the PontNeuf, 
where Paine floats tn Danger Much more does Louis Four 
teenth, from the Place VendSme, jingle down , and even breaks 
in falling The curious can remark, written on his horse’s shoe 
‘ 12 Aoid 1692 * , a Century and a day 

The tenth of August was Friday The week is not done, 
when our old Patnot Mimstry is recalled, what of it can be 
got stnct Roland, Genevese Claviire , add heavy Monge the 
Mathematician, once a stone hewer , and for Mimstcr of 
Justice, — ^Danton, * led hither,’ as himself says, in one of his 
gigantic figures ‘ through the breach of Patnot cannon I ' 
These, under Legislative Committees, must rule the wreck 
as they can confusedly enough , with an old Legislative 
water logged, with a new Mumcipahty so bnsk. But National 
Convention will get itself together , and ihen ! Without delay, 
however, let a new Jury Court and Cnmmal Tribunal be set 
up in Pans, to try the cnmes and conspiracies of the Tenth 
High Court of Orleans is distant, slow the blood of the Tweh c- 
hundred Patnots whatever become of other blood shall be 
inquired after Tremble, ye Cnminals and Conspirators , the 

• Montgullird I 135 67 
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IMinister of Justice is Danton 1 Robespierre too, after the CHAP. VIII 
victory, sits in the New Municipality ; insurrectionary ‘ im- Aug, 13, 
provised Municipality,’ Avhich calls itself Council General of the 
Commune. 

For tliree days now, Louis and his Family have heard the 
Legislative Debates in the Lodge of tlie Logographc; and 
retired nightly to their small upper rooms. The Luxembourg 
and safeguard of the Nation could not be got ready : nay, it 
seems the Luxembourg has too man}^ cellars and issues ; no 
jRIunicipality can undertake to watch it. The compact Prison 
of the Temple, not so elegant indeed, was much safer. To 
the Temple, therefore t On Monday 13th day of August 
1792, in ]\Iayor Potion’s carriage, Louis and his sad suspended 
Household fare thither ; all Paris out to look at them. As 
they pass through the Place Vend6me, Louis Fourteenth’s 
Statue lies broken on the ground. P6tion is afraid the Queen’s 
looks may be thought scornful, and produce provocation ; 
she casts down her eyes, and does not look at all. The ‘ press 
is prodigious,’ but quiet : here and there, it shouts Vive la 
Nation; but for most part gazes in silence. Prench Royalty 
vanishes within the gates of the Temple : these old peaked 
Towers, like peaked Extinguisher or Bonsoir, do cover it up ; — 
from which same Towers, poor Jacques Molay and his Templars 
were burnt out, by French Royalty, five centuries since. Such 
are the turns of Fate below. Foreign Ambassadors, English 
Lord Gower have all demanded passports ; are driving indig- 
nantly towards their respective homes. 

So, then, the Constitution is over ? For ever* and a day 1 
Gone is that wonder of the Universe ; First biennial Parlia- 
ment, water-logged, waits only till the Convention come ; and 
will then sink to endless depths. One can guess the silent rage 
of Old-Constituents, Constitution-builders, extinct Feuillants, 
men who thought the Constitution would march ! Lafayette 
rises to the altitude of the situation ; at the head of his Aimy. 

Legislative Commissioners are posting towards him and it, on 
the Northern Frontier, to congratulate and perorate ; he 
orders the Mimicipality of Sedan to arrest these Commissioners, 
and keep them strictly in ward as Rebels, till he say further. 

The Sedan Municipals obey. 


The 



148 THE MARSEILLESE 


BOOK VI The Sedan Municipals obey , but llie Soldiers of the 
Aug 13, Lafayette Army ? The Soldiers of the Lafayette Army have, 
as all Soldiers have a kind of dim feeling that they themselves 
are Sansculottes in buff belts , that the victory of the Tenth 
of August IS also a victory for them They viU not use and 
follow Lafayette, to Pans , they will nse and send him thither I 
On the 18th, which is but next Saturday, Lafayette with some 
two or three mdignant Staff officers one of whom is Old Con 
stituent Alexandre de Lameth, havmg first put his Lmes m 
what order he could — ndes swiftly over the marches towards 
Holland Hides, alas swiftly into the claws of Austnans I 
He, long wavermg, trerablmg on the verge of the Horuon, has 
set, in Ohnutz Dungeons , this History knows him no more 
Adieu, thou Hero of two Worlds , thinnest but compact 
honour worthy man I Through long rough mght of captivity, 
through other tumults, triumphs and changes, thou wilt swing 
well, * fast anchored to the Washmgton Formula ’ , and be the 
Hero and Perfect-character, were it only of one idea The 
Sedan Iklumcipals repent and protest , the Soldiers shout Vtve 
la h^ciion Dumounez Polymetis from his camp at Maulde 
sees himself made Commander m Chief 

And, O Brunswick 1 what sort of * mihtary execution. ’ will 
Pans merit now ? Forward, ye wdl drilled extcnmnatory 
men , with your artillery wagons, and camp kettles jmglmg 
Forward, tall chivalrous Kmg of Prussia , fanfaronading 
Emigrants and wargod Broghe, ‘ for some consolation to man 
kmd ’ which venly is not without need of some 
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CHAPTER I 

THE IMTROVISEr) COMMUNE 

Ye have roused her, then, ye Emigrants and Despots of the 
world ; France is roused. Long have ye been lecturing and 
tutoring this poor Nation, like cruel uncalled'-for pedagogues, 
shaking over her your ferulas of fire and steel : it is long that 
ye have pricked and filliped and affrighted her, there as she 
sat helpless in her dead cerements of a Constitution, you 
gathering in on her from all lands, with yoiu* armaments and 
plots, yoiu invadings and truculent bullyings ; — and lo now, 
ye have pricked her to the quick, and she is up, and her blood 
is up. The dead cerements are rent into cobwebs, and she 
fronts you in that terrible strength of Nature, which no man 
has measured, which goes do^vn to Madness and Tophet : see 
now how ye will deal with her. 

This month of September 1792, which has become one of 
the memorable months of History, presents itself under two 
most diverse aspects ; all of black on the one side, all of bright 
on the other. Whatsoever is cruel in the panic frenzy of 
Twenty-five million men, whatsoever is great in the simul- 
taneous death-defiance of Thventy-five million men, stand here 
in abrupt contrast, near by one another. As indeed is usual 
when a man, how much more when a Nation of men, is hurled 
suddenly beyond the limits. For Nature, as green as she 
looks, rests everywhere on dread foxmdations, were we farther 

down; 
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BOOK I down , and Pan, to whose music the Nymphs dance, has a cry 
Aag-^pt in him that can dnve all men distracted 

' Very frightful it is when a Nation, rending asunder its Con 

stitutions and Regulations which were groTra dead cerements 
for it, becomes /ranjcendental , and must now seek its wild 
way through the New, Chaotic, — ^where Force is not yet dis 
tingmshed into Bidden and Forbidden, hut Crime and Virtue 
welter unseparated — m that domam of what is called the 
Passions, of what we call the IMiracles and the Portents! 
It IS thus that, for some three years to come, we are to contem 
plate France, m this final Third Part of our History Sans- 
culottism reigning m all its grandeur and in all its hideousness 
the Gospel (God’s message) of Man’s Hights, !M!an’s mtg^ or 
strengths, once more preached irrefragably abroad , along with 
this, and still louder for the tune, the fearfulcst Devil’s Message 
of Man's weaknesses and sms , — and all on such a scale, and 
under such aspect* cloudy ‘death birth of a world’ huge 
smoke cdoud, streaked with rays as of heaven on one side , g^ 
on the other as with hell fire ! History tells us many things 
but for the last thousand years and more, what thing has she told 
us of a sort like this ? "Which therefore let us two, O Header, 
dwell on willingly, for a little , and from its endless significance 
endeavour to extract what may, m present circumstances, be 
adapted for us 

It IS unfortunate, though very natural, that the history of 
this Penod has so generally been written m hystencs Exaggera 
tion abounds, execration, wailing , and, on the whole, darkness 
But thus too, when foul old Rome had to be swept from the 
Earth, and t^se Northmen, and other homd sons of Nature, 
came m, ‘ swallowmg formulas,’ as the French now do, foul 
old Rome screamed execratively her loudest ; so that the true 
shape of many things is lost for us Attila’s Huns had arms 
of such length that they could hft a stone without stooping 
Into the body of the poor Tatars cxecrative Roman Histoiy 
intercalated an alphabetic letter , and so they continue Tartars, 
of fdl Tartarean nature, to this day Here, in like manner, 
search as we will m these multiform innumerable French 
Records, darkness too frequently covers, or sheer distraction 
bewilders One finds it difficult to imagine that the Sun 
shone m this September month, as be does in others Never 
theless it is an mdisputable fact that the Sun did shine ; and 

there 
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there was weather and work, — ^nay as to that, very bad weather 
tor harvest-work I An unlueky Editor may do his utmost ; 
and after all, require allowances. 

He had been a wise Frenchman, who, looking close at hand 
on tliis waste aspect of France all stirring and whirling, in 
ivays new, untried, had been able to discern where the cardinal 
movement lay ; which tendency it was that had the rule and 
primary direction of it then ! But at forty-four years’ distance, 
it is different. To aU men now, two cardinal movements or 
grand tendencies, in the September whirl, have become dis- 
cernible enough : that stormful effluence towards the Frontiers ; 
that frantic crowding towards Town-houses and Council-halls 
in the interior. Wild France dashes, in desperate death- 
defiance, towards the Frontiers, to defend itself from foreign 
Despots ; crowds towards Townhalls and Election Committee- 
rooms, to defend itself from domestic Aristocrats. Let 
the Reader conceive well these two cardinal movements ; 
and what side-currents and endless vortexes might depend on 
these. He shall judge too, whether, in such sudden wreckage 
of all old Authorities, such a pair of cardinal movements, 
half-frantic in themselves, could be of soft nature ? As in 
dry Sahara, when the winds waken, and lift and winnow the 
immensity of sand 1 The air itself (Travellers say) is a dim 
sand-air ; and dim looming through it, the wonderfulest un- 
certain colonnades of Sand-Pillars rush whirling from tliis 
side and from that, like so many mad Spinning-Dervishes, of 
a hundred feet in stature ; and dance their huge Desert-waltz 
there I — 

Nevertheless, in aU human movements, were they but a day 
old, there is order, or the beginning of order. Consider two 
things in this Sahara-waltz of the French Twenty -five millions ; 
or rather one thing, and one hope of a thing ; the- Commune 
(Municipality) of Paris, which is already here; the National 
Convention, which shall in a few weeks be here. The Insur- 
rectionary Commune, which, improvising itself on the eve of 
the Tenth of August, worked this ever-memorable Deliverance 
by explosion, must needs rule over it, — ^till the Convention 
meet. This Commime, which they may well caU a spontaneous 
or ‘improvised’ Commune, is, for the present, sovereign of 
France. The Legislative, deriving its authority from the 
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BOOK I Old, how can tt now have authonty when the Old »s exploded 
Aag ^ept by msurrectton ? As a floating piece ol wreck, certain things 
*792 persons, and interests may stUl dcave to it volunteer de- 
fenders, riflemen or pikemen in green uniform, or red night 
cap (of bonnet rouge) deBle before it daily, just on the wmg 
towards Brunswick , with the brandidimg of aims , always 
with some touch of Leomdas-doquence, often with a fire of 
darmg that threatens to outhcrod Herod, — the Galleries 
‘ especially the Ladies, never done with applaudmg’* Ad 
dresses of this or the hke sort can be received and answered 
m the hearmg of all France , the Salle de Manage is still useful 
as a place of proclamation. For which use, indeed, it now 
chiefly serves Veigiuaud ddivers spml stimng orations , 
but always with a prophetic sense only, lookmg towards the 
commg Convention ‘ Let our memory perish,’ cnes Vergmaud , 
‘ but let France he free 1 ’ — ^whereupon they all start to their 
feet, shoutmg responsive ‘Yes yes, pirtsse noire mimoire, 
pourva que la France eott libre / * * Disfrocked Chahot adjures 
Heaven that at least we may * have done with Kmgs ’ , and 
fast as pcfwder under spark, we all blaze-up once more and 
with waved hats shout and swear ‘ Yes nous le jurons , 
plus de rotj / ' * AH which, as a method of proclamation is 
very convement. 

For the rest, that our busy Bnssots, rigorous Rolands men 
who once had authonty, and now have less and less , men 
who love law, and will have even an Explosion explode itself 
as far as possible accordmg to rule, do find this state of matters 
most unoflicial unsatisfactory, — is not to be denied Com 
plaints are made , attempts are made but without effect. 
The attempts even recod , and must be desisted from for fear 
of worse the sc^tre has departed from this Legislative once 
and ^ways A poor I^egislative, so hard was fate, had let 
itself be hand gyved, nailed to the rock hke an Andromeda, 
and could only wall there to the Earth and Heavens , miracu 
lously a winged Perseus (or Improvised Commune) dawned 
out of the void Blue and cut her loose but whether now 
IS it she, with her softness and musical speech or is it he 
with his hardness and sharp falchion and ffgis that shall 
have costmg vote T Melodious agreement of vote , this were 
the rule I But if otherwise, and votes diverge then surely 

« Ms. * Niu r*n »ni. 467 I 
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Andromeda’s part is to weep, — if possible, tears of gratitude 
alone. * 

Be content, O France, with this Improvised Commune, such 
as it is ! It has the implements, and has the hands : the 
time is not long. On Sunday the t^Ycnty-sixth of August, 
otir Primary Assemblies shall meet, begin electing of Electors ; 
on Sunday the second of September (may the day prove lucky 1) 
tlie Electors shall begin electing Deputies ; and so an all- 
healing National Convention niU come together. No viarc 
d^argeni, or distinction of Active and Passive, now insults the 
Frendx Patriot: but there is universal suffrage, unlimited 
liberty to clioosc. Old-Constituents, Present-Legislators, all 
France is eligible. Nay it may be said, the flower of all the 
Universe (dc rUnivers) is cUgibIc ; for in these very days we, 
by act of Assembly, * naturalise ’ Die cliicf Foreign Friends of 
Humanity : Priestley, burnt out for us in Birmingham ; Klop- 
stock, a genius of all countries ; Jeremy Bentham, useful 
Jurisconsult ; distinguished Paine, the rebellious Nccdlcman ; — 
some of whom may be chosen. As is most fit ; for a Con- 
vention of this kind. In a word. Seven-hundred and Forty- 
five unshackled sovereigns, admired of the universe, shall 
replace this hapless impotcncy of a Legislative, — out of wliich, 
it is likely, the best ^Icmbcrs, and the ^Mountain in moss, may 
be rc-elcctcd. Roland is getting ready the Salle dcs Cent 
Sut^scs, as prdiminar)’^ rendezvous for them; in that void 
Palace of the Tuilcrics, now void and National, and not a 
Palace, but a Caravansera. 

As for the Spontaneous Commune, one may say that there 
never was on Earth a stranger Town-Council. Aciniinistration, 
not of a great City, but of a great ICingdom in a slate of revolt 
and £renz>% this is the task that has fallen to it. Enrolling, 
provisioning, judging ; devising, deciding, doing, endeavouring 
to do : one wonders the human brain did not give way under 
all this, and reel. But happily human brains have such a 
talent of taking up simply what they can carry, and ignoring 
all the rest ; leaving all the rest, as if it were not there I 
IVhereby somewhat is verily shifted for ; and much shifts for 
itself. This Improvised Commime walks along, nothing 
doubting; promptly making front, %vithout fear or fluny, 
at what moment soever, to the wants of the moment. Were 
the world on fire, one improvised tricolor Municipal has but 

one 
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BOOR I one life to lose They are the drar and chosen men of Sans 
culottic Patnotism, promoted to the forlorn hope, un 
speakable victory or a high gallows, this is their meed They 
sit theire, in the Towidiall, these astonishing tncolor Municipals , 
in Council General , m Committee of Watchfulness (efe Sur 
vetllance, which will even become da Salut Fubltc, of Public 
Salvation), or what other Committees and Sub committees 
are needful , — managing i nfini te Correspondence , passing 
infimte Decrees one hears of a Decree being ‘ the ninety 
eighth of the day ’ Ready I is the word They carry loaded 
pistols in their pocket , also some improvised lum^eon by 
way of meal Or mdee^ by and by, traiiewrs contract for the 
supply of repasts, to be eaten on the spot, — too lavishly, as 
it was afterwards grumbled. Thus they girt m their tncolor 
sashes , Mumcipal note paper in the one hand fire anns m the 
other They have their Agents out all oyer France , speaking 
m townhouses, market places highways and byways , agitating 
urging to arm , all hearts tingling to hear Great is the fire of 
Anti aristocrat eloquence nay some, as Bibhopohc Momoto, 
seem to hmt afar off at somethmg which smells of Agrarian 
Law, and a surgery of the orcrswoln dropsical strongbox 
itself , — whereat mdeed the bold Bookseller runs nsk of being 
hanged and Ex Constituent Ruzot has to smuggle him off * 
Governing Persons, were they never so inSig^cant mtnnsi 
cally, have for most part plenty of Memoir writers , and the 
cunous m after times, can learn minutely their gomgs out 
and comings m which, as men always love to know their 
fellow men m singular situations, is a comfort, of its kmd 
Not so with these Governing Persons, now m the Townhall I 
And yet what most ongmal fellow man, of the Govcromg 
sort, high chancellor, kmg, kaiser, secretary of the home or 
the foreign department, ever showed such a phasis as Clerk 
Tolhem Pfocureur Manuel, future Procureur (iaumette, here 
in this Sand waltz of the Twenty five miUioiis now do t O 
brother mortals — thou Advocate Pamg, fnend of Danton, 
kinsman of Santerre , Engraver Sergent, smee called Agate 
Sergent , thou Huguemn, with the tocsin m thy heart ! But, 
as Horace says they wanted the sacred memoir wnter {tacro 
vote) , and we know them not. Jfen bragged of August and 
its doings, publishing them m high places , but of this Sep- 
* i/iWim Suttt (Pum, iSjj) p. 83. 
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t ember none now or nflorwarcls would brng. The September 
world remains dark, fnlipinotis, as Lapland wilch-midtiighl ; — 
from wWdi, indeed, very slrangc shapes will evolve them- 
selves. 

Understand this, liowcvcr: that incorruptible Pobespierre 
is not wanting, now when the brunt of battle is past; in a 
stenlthy way the scagreen man sits there, his feline eyes excel- 
lent in the twilight. Also \uulerstnnd this other, a single 
fact worth many: tliat Mnr.at is not only tlicrc, but lias a 
scat of honour assigned him, a fn7n/?ir 'i)arliculurr. How 
changed for Marat; lifted from Ins dark cellar into this lumin- 
ous ' peculiar tribune ’ 1 All dogs have their day ; even 
mbid dogs. Sorrowful, iucumblc Phitoclelcs Marat ; without 
w]\om Troy cannot be taken 1 Hither, ns a main element of 
the Governing Power, has Marat been raised. Koyallsl types, 
for w'c have ‘ supprcs'jcd ' innumerable Durosoys, Iloyous, and 
even clnpt them in prison, — lloyallst ty]>cs replace the worn 
types often snatched from a Pcojde's-Fricnd in old ill days. 
In our * peculiar tribune ’ we write and redact : Placards, of 
due monitor}' terror; Ainis-du-Vntplr (now under the name of 
Jounml dc la licpubUqu ^^) ; and sit obeyed of men. ‘ Marat,' 
says one, * is llie eonseicnec of the H6tchdc-VUle.’ Keeper, as 
some call \U of the Sovereign's Conscience ; which surely in 
such hands will not lie hid in a nnj)kir) ! 


CIlAr. I 

Aug.-^'C'pt. 

1702 


Two great movements, ns we said, agitate this distracted 
National mind : a rushing against domestic Tmitors, a rtish- 
ing against foreign l^csjxits. Mad movements both, restrain- 
able by no known rule ; strongest passions of liuman nature 
driving them on : love, hatred, vengeful sorrow, bmggart 
Nationality also vengeful, — and pale Panic over all 1 Twelve- 
hundred slain Patriots, do (hey not, from their dark catacombs 
there, in Death’s dumb-show, jdend (0 ye Legislators) for 
vengeance ? Such was the destructive rage of these Aristocrats 
on the cvcr-mcmorablc Tenth. Nay, nj)nrt from vengeance, 
and with an eye to Public Salvation only, arc there not still, 
in this Paris (in round numbers) * Thirty-thousand Aristocrats,* 
of the most malignant humour; driven now to their last 
tnimp'Card ?~lJc patient, ye Patriots: our new High Court, 
* Tribunal of Uic Seventeenth,' sits; each Section has sent 
Four Jurymen ; and Danton, extinguishing improper judges, 

improper 
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BOOK I hammered into piles, chains themselves shall be -welded 
Awg 29 together mto pikes Th^ very cofiBns of the dead are raised , 
{or melting into balls All Church bdls must down into the 
furnace to make cannon, all Church plate mto the mmt to 
make money Also, behold the lair swan bevies of Cttoyennes 
that have tdighted in Churches and sit there with swan neck, 
— sewmg tents and regimentals I Nor are Patnotic Gifts 
wanting, from those that have aught left , not stingily given 
the faur Villaumes, mother and daughter, JlUlmers m the Rue 
St Martin, give a ‘ silver thimble, and a com of fifteen sous 
(sevenpcnce halfpenny),’ -with other similar effects , and offer, 
at least the mother does to mount guard Men who ha\e 
not even a thimble, give a thimbleful, — ^were it but of mven 
tion One Citoyen has wrought out the scheme of a wooden 
cannon , which France shall exclusively profit bj, in the first 
instance It is to be made of staves, by the coopers, — of 
almost boundless cahbre, but uncertam as to strength ! Thus 
they hammermg schemmg sbtchmg, founding -with all 
their heart and -with all their soul Two bells only are to 
remam in each Pansh — for tocsm and other purposes 

But mark also, precisely while the Prussian batteries were 
playmg their briskest at Longwi in the Northeast, and our 
dastardly Lavergne saw nothing for it but surrender, — south 
westward, m remote, patriarchal Xa Vendfe, that sour ferment 
about Nonjunng Pnests, after long working is npe, and ex 
plodes at the -wrong moment for us 1 And so we have ‘ eight 
thousand Peasants at Cb&tiUon sur SSvre * who will not be 
balloted for soldiers, will not have their Curates molested. 
To whom Bonchamps Larochejaqueleins, and Seigneurs enough 
of a Royahst turn, will join themselves , -with StofOets and 
Charettes , -with Heroes and Chouan Smu^Iers , and the 
loyal warmth of a simple people, blown into flame and fury 
by theological and seignonal bellows ! So that there shall be 
fightmg from behind ditches, death volleys bursting out of 
thickets and ravmes of nvera , huts burmng feet of the pitiful 
women hunymg to refuge with their cbildten on their back , 
seed fields fallow, whitened with human bones * eight} 
thousand of all ages, ranks, sexes, flying at once across the 
Loire,’ with wad borne far on the -winds and in hnef, for 
years coming such a suite of scenes as glonous war has not 
offered m these late ages, not smee our Albigcnsea and Crusad 

uig* 
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ings were over, — save indeed some chance Palatinate, or so, 
we might have to ‘ burn,’ by way 6i exception* The * eight- 
thousand at Ch&tillon ’ will be got dispelled for the moment ; 
the lire scattered, not extinguished. To the dints and bruises 
of outu^ard battle there is to be added henceforth a deadlier 
internal gangrene. 

This rising in La Venddc reports itself at Paris on Wednesday 



CHARETTK 


the 29th of August ; — ^just as we had got our Electors elected ; 
and, in spite of Brunswick and Longwi, were hoping still to 
have a National Convention, if it pleased Heaven. But indeed 
othenvise this Wednesday is to be regarded as one of the nota- 
blest Paris had yet seen : gloomy tidings come successively, 
like Job’s messengers ; are met by gloomy answers. Of Sar- 
dinia rising to invade the Southeast, and Spain threatening the 
South, we do not speak. But are not the Prussians masters of 
Longwi (treacherously yielded, one would say) ; and preparing 
VOL. n. L to 
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to besiege Verdun ? Qairfait and his Austrians are encom 
passing ThionviUe , darkening the North Not Jletzland now, 
bat the Clermontais is getting hamed , fljTOg halans and hussars 
have been seen on the Chalons road, almost os lar as Samte- 
Henehould Heart, ye Patriots , if j e lose heart, je lose all 1 
It IS not without a dramatic emotion that one reads in the 
Parliamentary Debates of this Wednesday evenmg * past seven 
o'clock,’ the scene with, the military fugitives from Longwi 
Wayworn, dusty, disheartened, these poor men enter the 
Legislative, about sunset or after, give the most pathetic 
detail of the frightful pass they were in Prussians billowing 
round hy the myriad, ^ olcanically spoutmg fire for fifteen hours 
we, scattered sparse on the ramparts hardly a cannoneer to 
two guns , our dastard Commandant Lavergne nowhere show 
mg face , the pruning would not catch , there was no powder 
m the bombs, — what could we do 7 ‘ Mourir, Die I ’ answer 
prompt voices , ' and the dusty fugitives must shrink else 
whither for comfort — ^Yes Ulourtr, that is now the word 
Be Longwi a proverb and a hissing among French strong 
places let it (says the Legislative) be obliterated rather, from 
the shamed face of the Earth, — and so there has gone forth 
Decree, that Longwi shall, were the Prussians once out of it, 

* be rased ’ and exist only as ploughed groimd 
Nor are the Jacobins milder , os how could they, the flower 
of Patriotism ? Poor Dame likvergne wife of the poor Com 
mandant, took her parasol one evening and escorted by her 
Father came over to the Hall of the mighty Mother , and 
‘ reads a memoir tending to jusbfy the Commandant of Longin ’ 
Lafarge, PrSsident makes answer , * Citoyenne, the Nation 
Will judge Lavergne , the Jacobins are bound to tell him the 
truth He would have ended his course there {iemtni »a 
carrtere) if he had loved the honour of his country * * 


CHAPTER II 

DAN TON 

But better than rasing of Longwi or rcbukmg poor dusty 
soldiers or soldiers wives Danton had come over, lost night, 
' ffut ParL jTu. 148. * ltd. x!* 300- 

and 
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and demanded a Decree to search Iqt arms, since they were CHAP. II 
not yielded voluntarily. Let ‘ Domiciliary visits,’ \vith rigour Au^. 20, 
of authority, be made to tliis end. ’ To search for arms ; for 
horses, — ^Aristocratism rolls in its carriage, Avhile Patriotism 
cannot trail its cannon. To search generally for munitions of 
war, ‘ in the houses of persons suspect,’ — and even, if it seem 
proper, to seize and imprison the suspect persons themselves 1 
In the Prisons their Plots will be harmless ; in the Prisons they 
will be as hostages for us, and not without use. This Decree 
the energetic ]\Iinister of Justice demanded last night, and 
got ; and this same night it is to be executed ; it is being 
executed at tlie moment when these dusty soldiers get saluted 
witli Mourir. Two-thousand stand of arms, as they count, 
are foraged in tliis way ; and some four-hundred head of new 
Prisoners ; and, on the whole, such a terror and damp is struck 
through the Aristocrat heart, as all but Patriotism, and even 
Patriotism were it out of this agony, might pity. Yes, Mes- 
sieurs 1 if Brunswick blast Paris to ashes, he probably will 
blast the Prisons of Paris too : pale Terror, if we have got 
it, we will also give it, and the depth of horrors that lie 
in it; the same leaky bottom, in these wild waters, bears 
us all. 

One can judge what stir there was now among the ‘ thirty- 
thousand Rojuilists ’ : how the Plotters, or the accused of 
Plotting, shrank each closer into his lurking-place, — ^likc 
Bertrand-Moleville, looking eager towards Longwi, hoping the 
weather would keep fair. Or how they dressed themselves in 
valet’s clothes, like Narbonne, and ‘ got to England as Dr. 

Bollman’s famulus ’ : how Dame de Stael bestirred herself, 
pleading mth Manuel as a Sister in Literature, pleading even 
with Clerk Tallien ; a prey to nameless chagrins ! ' Royalist 
Peltier, the Pamphleteer, gives a touching Narrative (not 
deficient in height of colouring) of the terrors of that night. 

From five in the afternoon, a great city is struck suddenly 
silent; except for the beating of drums, for the tramp of 
marching feet ; and ever and anon the dread thunder of the 
knocker at some door, a Tricolor Commissioner with his blue 
Guards (6ZacJk-guards 1) arriving. All Streets are vacant, says 
Peltier ; beset by Guards at each end : all Citizens are ordered 
to be mthin doors. On the River float sentinel barges, lest we 

^ De Stael, Cousidirations sur 2 a Rivoltiiion^ ii. 67*81. 
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BOOK I escape by water the Banners hermetically closed Pnghlful I 
Angr 29 The Sun shines , serenely westcnng m smokeless mackerel 
1792 5 ]jy ^ Pans is as if sleeping as if dead — Pans is holding its 
breath, to see what stroke -mil fall on it Poor Peltier I Acta 
of Apostles, and idl jocimdity of Leading Articles, are gone 
out, and it is become bitter earnest instead , polished satire 
changed now into coarse pike pomts (hammered out of raihng) , 
all logic reduced to this one primitive thesis An eye for an eye 
a tooth for a tooth 1 — Peltier, dolefully aware of it, ducks low , 
escapes unscathed to England , to urge there the inky war 
anew , — ^to have Trial by Jury, in due seasom aud dehyerance 
by young Whig eloquence, world celebrated for a day 

Of ‘ thirty thousand * naturally great multitudes were left 
unmolested , but as we said, some four hundred, designated as 
‘ persons suspect ’ were seized , and an unspeakable terror fell 
on all Wo to him who is guilty of plotting of Anti emsm. 
Royalism Feuillantism , who, guilty or not guilty, has an 
enemy m his Section to call hun guilty 1 Poor old M de 
Cazotte is seized , his young loved Daughter with him, refusing 
to qmt him TrVhy, O Cazotte, wouldst thou qmt romancmg 
and Diable Amourexix, for such reality as this ? Poor old 
de Sombreuil he of the Invahdes, is seized, a man seen 
askance bj Patnotism ever smee the Bastille days, whom 
also a fond Daughter will not quit With joung tears hardly 
suppressed and old wavenng weakness rousmg itself once 
more, — O my brothers O my sisters 1 
The famed and named go, the nameless if they have an 
accuser Necklace Lamotte^s Husband is m these Ihisons 
{she long since squelched on the London Pavements) , but gets 
delivered Gross de Jlorande, of the Cimmer de VEurojfe, 
hobbles distractedly to and fro there but they let him hobble 
out , on right nimble crutches , — ^his hour not being yet come 
Advocate Maton de la Varenne veiy weak in health is snatched 
off from mother and km , Tricolor Rossignol (joumejunan gold 
smith and scoundrel lately, a risen man now) remembers an old 
Pleading of Maton’s 1 Jourgniae de Saint JKard goes , llic 
brisk frank soldier he was in the mutiny of Nanci, in that 
* effervescent Regiment du Roi,’ — on the irrong side Saddest 
of all Abb^ Sicard goes , a Pnest who could not take the 
Oath, hut who could teadi the Deaf and Dumb in his Section 
one man he saj-s, had a grudge at him , one man, at the fit 
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lionr, launclies an arrest against him ; 'which hits. In the CHAP, II 
Arsenal quarter, there arc dumb heart3 maldng wail, with signs, Aup. 29, 
with wild gestures; he their miraculous healer and speech- 
bringer is rapt away. 

Wliat with tl\e arrestments on this night o£ the Twenty- 


ninth, what with those that have gone on more or less, day 
and night, ever since the Tenth, one may fancy what the Prisons 
now were. Crowding and confusion ; jostle, hurry, vehemence 
and terror 1 Of the poor Queen’s Friends, who had followed 
her to the Temple, and been committed elsewliither to Prison, 
some, as Governess de Tourzelle, are to be let go : one, the poor 


Princess dc Lamballe, is not let go ; but waits in the strong- 
rooms of La Force there, what will betide further. 


Among so many hundreds whom the launched arrest hits, 
who are rolled off to Tovmhall or SectionhaU, to preliminary 
Houses of Detention, and hurled in thither as into cattle-pens, 
we must mention one other : Caron de Beaumarchais, Author 
of Figaro ; vanquisher of Maupeou Parlements and Goezman 
helldogs ; once numbered among the demigods ; and now — ? 
We left him in his culminant state ; what dreadful decline is 
this, when we again catch a glimpse of him 1 ‘ At midnight ’ 

(it was but the 12th of August yet), ' the servant, in his sliirt,’ 
'with 'wide-staring eyes, enters your room : — ^Monsieur, rise, all 
the people are come to seek you ; they are knocking, like to 
break-in the door I ‘ And they wxre in fact knocldng in a 
terrible manner (d’wne fagon ierrible), I fling on my coat, 
forgetting even the waistcoat, nothing on my feet but slippers ; 
and say to him ’ — ^And he, alas, answers mere negatory inco- 
herences, panic interjections. And through the shutters and 
crevices, in front or rearward, the dull street-lamps disclose 
only streetfuls of haggard countenances ; clamorous, bristling 
with pikes : and you rush distracted for an outlet, finding 
none ; — and have to take refuge in the crockery-press, down 
stairs ; and stand there, palpitating in that imperfect costiime, 
lights dancing past your key-hole, tramp of feet overhead, 
and the tumult of Satan, ‘ for four hours and more ’ 1 And 
old ladies, of the quarter, started up (as we hear next morn- 
ing) ; rang for their bonnes and cordial-drops, with shrill in- 
terjections ; and old gentlemen, in their sliirts, ‘ leapt garden- 
walls ’ ; flying while none pursued ; one of whom tmfortunately 

broke 
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BOOKl broke his leg^ Those sixty thousand stand of Dutch Anns 
(whidi never amve), and the bold stroke of trade, have turned 
out so ill 1- 

Beaumarchais escaped for this tune , but not for the next 
tune, ten days after. On the evening of the Twenty ninth 
he IS still in that chaos of the Pnsons, in saddest -wrestlmg 
condition , unahle to get justice, even to get audience , * Pams 
scratching his head ’ when yon speak to him, and making off 
Nevertheless let the lover of IVgaro know that Procuretir 
Slanuel a Brother in Literature, found him, and dchveted 
him once more But how the lean denugod, now shorn of 
his splendour, had to lurk m bams, to roam over harrowed 
fields, pantmg for hfe , and to wait under eavesdrops, and sit 
in darkness ‘ on the BouJevarde amid paving stones and 
boulders * longmg for one word of any Minister, or Mmister’s 
Clerk, about those accursed Dutch muskets, and gettmg none, 
— with heart fuming m spleen, and terror, and suppressed 
canine madness , alas, how the swift sharp hound, once fit to 
be Diana’s, breaks his old teeth now, gnawing mere whin 
stones , and must * fly to England ’ , and, returning from 
England, must creep mto the comer, and he qmet, toothless 
(moneyless), — all this let the lover of Figaro fancy, and weep 
for We here, without weepmg not without sadness, wave 
the withered tough fellow mortal our farewell His Figaro 
has returned to the French stage , nay is, at this day, some 
times named the best piece there And mdecd, so long as 
Man’s Life can ground itself only on artificiality and andity , 
each new Revolt and Change of Dynasty turning up only a 
new stratum of dtt/'rufcfcish, and no soil yet coming to view, 
— ^may it not be good to protest against such a lafe in many 
ways, and even in the Figaro way ? 


CHAPTER III 

VUMOVniEZ 

Seen are the lost days of August 1702 ; days gloomy, disas 
trous, and of evil omen "What will become of this poor France f 

* BMitmatthtas MMtirtt tttr Ut (P»n*, i8 Jj) t lT9iio. 
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Dumouriez rode from the Camp of Maulde, eastward to Sedan, CHAP. Ill 
on Tuesday last, the 28th of the month; reviewed that so- 2, 179Z 
called Army left forlorn there by Lafayette ; the forlorn soldiers 
gloomed on him ; were heard growling on him, ‘ This is one of 
them, ce b — e Id, that made War be declared.’ ^ Unpromising 
Army I Recrviits flow in, fiitermg through Ddp6t after Ddp&t ; 
but recruits merely : in want of all ; happy if they have so 



DUMOURIEZ. 

much as arms. And Long^ has fallen basely ; and Brunswick, 
and the Prussian King, with his sixty-thousand, will beleaguer 
Verdun ; and Clairfait and Austrians press deeper in, over the 
Northern marches : ‘ a hundred and fifty thousand ’ as fear 
coTmts, ‘ eighty -thousand ’ as the returns show, do hem us in ; 
Cimmerian Europe behind them. There is Castries-and-Broglie 
chivalry ; Royalist foot ' in red facing and nankeen trousers ’ ; 
breathing death and the gallows. 

And lo, finally, at Verdun on Sunday the 2d of September 

* Dumoutiei, Mimoirts, ii. 383. 
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!00K I 1792, Bnmswick is here With his King and sixty thousand 
t. 2, 1792 gli'^tenng over the heights, trom bejotid the Tending Meuse 
River, he looks down on us, on our * high citadel ’ and all our 
confectionery ovens (for we are celebrated for confectionery), 
has sent courteous summons, m order to spare the effusion of 
blood I — Resist him to the death ? Every day of retardation 
precious ? How, O General Beaurepaire (asks the amazed 
Municipahty) shall we resist him ? We, the Verdun Mum 
cipals, see no resistance possible Has he not sixty thousand, 
and artillery without end ? Retardation Patnoti^ is good , 
but so likewise is peaceable baking of pastry, and sleeping in 
whole skm — ^Bbipless Beaurepaire stretches out his hands, and 
pleads passionately, m the name of country, honour, of Heaven 
and of Earth to no purpose The Municipals have by law, 
the power of ordering it , — ^with an Army officered by Royahsm 
or Crypto Royalism, such a Law seemed needful and they order 
it, as pacific Pastry cooks, not as heroic Patnots would — 
To surrender 1 Beaurepaire stndes home, with long steps 
his valet, entenng the room, sees him ‘wnting eagerly,’ and 
withdraws His valet hears then, in few mmutes the rqiort 
of a pistol Beaurepaire is lymg dead, ins eager wntmg 
had been a bnel smcidal farewell In this manner died Beau 
repaire, wept of France , buned m the Pantheon, with honour 
able Pension to his ^\idow, and for Epitaph these words Tie 
chose Dealh rather than ynrM io Despots The Prussians, 
descending from the heights are peaceable masters of Verdun 
And 50 Brunswick advances, from stage to stage who shall 
now stay him, — covenng forty miles of country ? Foragers 
fly far , the villages of the Kor^east are hamed , your Hessian 
forager has only * three sous a-day ’ the \ ery Emigrants, it 
IS said, will take silver plate — by way of revenge Clermont, 
Samte Menehould, Vorennes especially, y e Towns of the Ntghl 
of Spurs, tremble y e 1 Procureur Sausse and the Magistracy 
of Varennes have fled , brave Bomface I/C Blanc of the 2?fKW 
ifOr IS to the woods Mrs Le Blanc, a y oung v, oman fair to 
look upon, with her joung infant, has to Ii%c m greenwood, 
like a beautiful Bessy Bell of Song her bower thatched with 
ruihas > cst^asg premature jheumatjsm ' Clermont may 
ring the toesm now, and illuminate itself I Clermont lies at 
the foot of its Caw (or Vaehe, so they name that Mountam) a 

‘ IIctenMamn lh»m« Uatrt/nm /hiM {loodoa l79*-93) in- 0* 
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prey to the Hessian spoiler : its fair women, lairer than most, CHAP. Ill 
arc robbed ; not ol liic, or what dearer, yet ol all that is Sept. 2, 1792 
cheaper and portable ; for Necessity, on tlirec half-pence a-day, 
has no law. At Saintc-^Icnchould Hie enemy has been ex- 
pected more than once, — our Nationals all turning out in 
arms ; but was not yet seen. Postmaster Drouet, he is not in 
the woods, but minding his Election ; and will sit in the Con- 
vention, notable King-talcer, and bold Old-Dragoon as he is. 

Thus on the Northeast all roams and runs ; and on a set 
day, the date of which is irrecoverable by Historj', Brunswick 
‘ has engaged to dine in Paris,’ — the Powers willing. And 
at Paris, in the centre, it is as we saw ; and in La Vendde 
Southwest, it is as we saw ; and Sardinia is in tlie Southeast, 
and Spain in the South, and Clairfait with Austria and sieged 
Thionvillc is in the North; — and all France leaps distracted 
like the ■ninnowed Sahara waltzing in sand colonnades ! More 
desperate posture no country ever stood in. A country, one 
would say, which the lilajesty of Prussia (if it so pleased liim) 
might partition and clip in pieces, like a Poland ; flinging the 
remainder to poor Brother Louis, — ^\vith directions to keep it 
quiet, or else toe will keep it for liim 1 

Or perhaps the Upper Powers, minded that a new Chapter 
in Universal History shall begin here and not further on, may 
have ordered it all otherwise ? In that case, Brunswick will 
not dine in Paris on the set day ; nor, indeed, one knows not 
when 1 — crllj^, amid this wreckage, where poor Prance seems 
grinding itself down to dust and bottomless ruin, who knows 
what miraculous salient-point of Deliverance and New-life 
may have already come into existence there ; and be already 
working there, though as yet human eye discern it not ! On 
the night of that same twenty-eighth of August, the unpromis- 
ing Beview-day in Sedan, Dumouriez assembles a Council 
of War at his lodgings there. He spreads out the map of 
this forlorn war-district ; Prussians here, Austrians there ; 
triumphant both, •with broad highway, and little hinderance, 
all the way to Paris : we scattered, helpless, here and here : 
what to advise ? The Generals, strangers to Dumouriez, look 
blank enough ; know not well what to ad'vise, — ^it if be not 
retreating, and retreating till our recruits accumulate ; till 
perhaps the chapter of chances turn up some leaf for us ; or 
Paris, at all events, be sacked at the latest day possible. The 
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BOOK I proposing that Tnelve shall go and dig personally on Mont 
Sept 2, 1792 martre , which is decreed by acclaim 

But better than diggmg personally with acclaim, see Danton 
enter , — the black brows clouded, the colossus figure tramping 
heavy, gnm energy lookmg from all features of the rugged 
man ! Strong is that gnm Son of France and Son of Earth , 
a Beahty and not a Formula he too and surely now i! ever, 
bemg hurled low enough, it is on the Earth and on Reahlics 
that he rests * Legislators I ’ so speaks the stentor voice, as 
the Newspapers yet preserve it for us, ‘ it is not the alarm 
cannon that you hear it is the pas de charge against our 
enemies To conquer them, to hurl them back, what do wc 
require ? Jl nous faut de Vaudace, et encore tfc Vaudexe, et 
toujours de Vaudace To dare, and agam to dare, and without 
end to dare I ’ * — ^Right so thou brawny Titan , there is nothing 
left for thee but that Old men, who heard it, will still tell you 
how the reverberatmg voice made all hearts swell, m Uiat 
moment , and braced them to the sticking place , and thrilled 
abroad over France, hke electnc virtue, as a word spoken in 
season 

But the Commune, enrolling m the Champ de Iilars ? But 
the Committee of IVotchfuIness, become now Committee of 
Pubhc Salvation , whose conscience is Slarat ? The Commtme 
enrolhng enrolls many , provides tents for them m that Mars 
Field, that they may martih with daivn on the morrow praise 
to this part of the Commune 1 To Marat and the Committee 
of Watchfulness not praise , — not even blame, such as could 
be meted out m these insufficient dialects of ours , expressive 
silence rather 1 Lone Slarat, the man forbid, meditating long 
in his Cellars of refuge, on his Styhtes Pillar, could see sahation 
m one thing only in the fall of ‘ two-hundred and sixtj 
thousand Anstocrat heads * “With so many score of Naples 
Bravoes, each a dirk m his nght hand, a muff on his left, he 
would traverse France, and do it But the world laughed, 
mockmg the scvere-bcnevolence of a People’s Fnend , and lus 
idea could not become an action but only a fixed idea. Lo 
now, however, he has come down from his Stjhtes Pillar to a 
Tribune parttculiire , here now, without the dirks without the 
mu(Js at least, were it not grown possible, — now m the knot of 
the crisis when salvation or destruction tiangs m the hour t 
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The Icc-Towcr ol Avigiion was noised of sufTicicntly, and CHAP. IV 
lives in all memories ; but tlic authors were not punished ; nay Sept. 2, 1702 
we saw Jourdan Coupc-tCtc, borne on men’s shoulders, like a 
copper Portent, ‘ traversing the cities of the South,’ — ^Vhat 
phantasms, squalid»homd, shaking their dirk and muff, may 
dance tlrrough the brain of a ]\Iarat, in this dizzy pealing of 
tocsin-miserere and universal frenzy, seek not to guess, O 
Reader 1 Nor what the cruel Billaud ‘ in Iris short brown coat ’ 
was tliinking ; nor Sergent, not yet -^(fgafe-Sergent ; Nor Panis 
the confidant of Canton ; — ^nor, in a word, how gloomy Orcus 
does breed in her^ gloomy womb, and fashion her monsters and 
prodigies of Events, which thou scest her visibly bear 1 Terror 
is on tlxese streets of Paris ; terror and rage, tears and frenzy : 
tocsin-miserere pealing tlirough the air; fierce desperation 
rushing to battle ; motliers, with streaming eyes and wild 
hearts, sending fortli their sons to die, ‘ Carriage-horses are 
seized by the bridle,’ that they may dra^v cannon ; ‘ the traces 
cut, the carriages left standing,’ In such tocsin-miserere, and 
murky bewilderment of Frenz}^ arc not jMurdcr, Atd and all 
Furies near at hand ? On slight liint — v^ho knows on how 
slight ? — may not ^lurdcr come ; and, with her snaky-sparkling 
head, illuminate this murk ! 

How it was and went, what part might be premeditated, 
what was improvised and accidental, man will never know, till 
the great Day of Judgment make it Imovn. But wdth a 
Jlarat for keeper of the Sovereign’s Conscience — ^And we loiow 
what the ultima ratio of Sovereigns, when they arc driven to 
it, is 1 In this Paris there are as >vicked men, say a hundred 
or more, as exist in all the Earth : to be hired, and set on ; 
to set on, of their own accord, unliircd. — ^And yet we will 
remark tliat premeditation itself is not performance, is not 
surety of performance ; that it is perhaps, at most, surety of 
letting whosoever wills perform. From the purpose of crime 
to the act of crime there is an abyss ; wonderful to think of. 

The finger lies on the pistol ; but the man is not yet a mur- 
derer : nay his whole nature staggering at such consummation, 
is there not a confused pause rather, — one last instant of possi- 
bility for liim ? Not yet a murderer ; it is at the mercy of 
light trifles whether the most fixed idea may not yet become 
unfixed. One slight twitch of a muscle, the death-flash bursts ; 
and he is it, and vnW for Eternity be it ; and Earth has become a 
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this mood, law is as no-Iavr , and killing, by what name soever 
called, is but work to be done 

So sit these sudden Courts of ild Justice, with the Prison 
Hegistexs before them , unwonted wild tumult howling all 
round, the Pnsoners m dread expectancy within Swift 
a name is called, bolts jmgle, a Prisoner is there A few 
questions are put , swiftly this sudden Jury decides Iloyalist 
Plotter or not ? Qearly not , in that case, let the Prisoner 
be enlarged with Vtve la Natton Probably yea, then still. 
Let the Prisoner he enlarged, but without Vtte la Nation , or 
else it may run. Let the Prisoner be conducted to La Force 
At La Force again their formula is Iict the Prisoner be con 
ducted to the Abbaye — ‘ To La Force then 1 * Volunteer 
bailiffs seize the doomed man , he is at the outer gate , * en 
larged * or * conducted,’ not into La Force, but mto a howling 
sea , forth under an arch of wild sabres axes and pikes , 
and sinks, hewn asunder And another sinks, and another, 
and there forms itself a piled heap of corpses, and the kennels 
begin to run red Fancy the yells of these men, their faces 
of sweat and blood , the crueller shrieks of these women for 
there are women loo , and a fellow mortal hurled naked mto 
it all I Jourgmac de Samt ^I&ird has seen battle has seen 
an effervescent Regiment du Roi m mutiny , hut the bravest 
heart may quad at this The Swiss Pnsoners remnants of 
the Tenth of August, ‘ clasped each other spasmodicallj , and 
hung back, gray veterans crying “Jlercj, Messieurs, ah 
mercy 1 ’ But there was no mercy Suddenly, however, 
one of these men steps forward He had on a blue frockcoat , 
be seemed about thirty, his stature was above common, hw 
look noble and martial “ I go first,” said he, ‘ smee it must 
be so adieu I ” Then dashmg Vus hat sharply bchmd him 
“ "Which way ? ” cned he to the Bngands “ Show it me, then ” 
They open the foldmg gate , he is announced to the multitude 
He stands a moment motionless, then plunges forth among 
the pikes and dies of a thousand wounds ’ ‘ 

3Ian after man is cut down , the sabres need sharpening 
the killers refresh themselves from ^vlnc-JUgs Onward and 
onward goes the butchery , the loud yells -weary mg down into 
bass growls A sombrc-faccd shifting multitude looks on , m 
dull approval or dull disapproval , m dull weogmtion that 
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it is Necessity. ‘An Anglais in drab greatcoat ’ was seen, or CHAP. IV 
seemed to be seen,' serving liquor from his own dram-bottle ; Sept. 2-6, 
— ^for what purpose, ‘ if not set on by Pitt,’ Satan and himself 
know best ! Witty Dr. Moore grew sick on approaching, 
and turned into another street.^ — Quick enough goes this 
Jury-Court; and rigorous. The brave are not spared, nor 
the beautiful, nor the weak. Old M. de Montmorin, the 
Minister’s Brother, was acquitted by the Tribunal of the 
Seventeenth ; and conducted back, elbowed by howling gal- 
leries ; but is not acquitted here. Princess de Lamballe has 
lain ‘down on bed : ‘ Madame, you are to be removed to the 
Abbaye.’ ‘ I do not ^vish to remove ; I am well enough here.’ 

There is a need-be for removing. She will arrange her dress 
a little, then ; rude voices answer, ‘ You have not far to go.’ 

She too is led to the hell-gate ; a manifest Queen’s-Friend. 

She shivers back, at the sight of bloody sabres ; but there is 
no return : Onwards ! That fair hind head is cleft with the 
axe ; the neck is severed. That fair body is cut in fragments ; 
with indignities, and obscene horrors of mustachio grands- 
Uvres, which human nature would fain find incredible, — ^which 
shall be read in the original language only. She was beautiful, 
she was good, she had known no happiness. Young hearts, 
generation after generation, mil think with themselves : O 
worthy of worship, thou king-descended, god-descended, and 
poor sister-woman ! why was not I there ; and some Sword 
Balmung or Thor’s Hammer in my hand ? Her head is fixed 
on a pike ; paraded under the windows of the Temple ; that 
a still more hated, a Marie Antoinette, may see. One Muni- 
cipal, in the Temple with the Royal Prisoners at the moment, 
said, ‘ Look out.’ Another eagerly whispered, ‘ Do not look.’ 

The circuit of the Temple is guarded, in these hours, by a 
long stretched tricolor riband : terror enters, and the clangour 
of infinite tmnult ; hitherto not regicide, though that too may 
come. 

But it is more edifying to note what thriUings of affection, 
what fragments of wild virtues tiun up in this shaking asunder 
of man’s existence ; for of these too there is a proportion. 

Note old Marquis Cazotte : he is doomed to die : but his 
young Daughter clasps him in her arms, with an inspiration 
of eloquence, with a love which is stronger than very death : 

^ Moore’s Joitmal^ i. 185-95. 
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BOOR I the heart of the kUlers themselves is touched by it, the old 
Sept. 2, 1792 man is spared Yet he whs guiltj , if plotbng for lus King is 
guilt m ten days more, a Court of Law condemned him, and 
be had to die elsewhere , bequeathing his Daughter a lock of 
bis old gray hair Or note old M de Sombreuil, who also had 
a Daughter ^My Father is not an Aristocrat O good gentle- 
men, I will swear it, and testify it, and m all ways prove it , 
we are not , we hate Aristocrats I ‘ W ilt thou dnnk Aristocrats’ 
blood ? ’ The man hits blood (if universal Rumour can be 
credited) , * the poor maiden docs dnnk- * This Sombreuil 
IS innocent, then I * Y«, indeed, — and now note, most of bB, 
how the bloody pikes, at this news, do rattle to the ground , 
and the tiger yells become bursts of jubilee over a brother 
saved , and the old man and his daughter are clasped to bloody 
bosoms, with hot tears , and borne home m triumph of Vive 
la Nation, the killers rcfusmg even money 1 Docs it seem 
strange, this temper of theirs ? It seems very certain, well 
proved by Royalist testimony in other instances , * and very 
significant. 


CHAPTER V 

A TBILOGl 

As all Dehneation, in these ages, were it never so Epic, 

* speaking itself and not singing itself,’ must cither found on 
Belief and provable Fact, or have no foundation at all (nor, 
except as floating cobweb, any existence at all) — the Reader 
will perhaps prefer to take a glance with the very eyes of eye 
witnesses ; and see, m that way, for lumscll, how it was Brave 
Jourgniac, innocent Abbi Sicard, judicious Advocate Malon, 
these, greatly compressing themselves shall speak, each an 
instant Jourgmac’s Agony of Thirty eight Jloura went through 

* above a hundred editions,’ though intrinsically a poor work 
Some portion of it may here go through above the hundred 
and first, for want of a better 

* Toirard* ttxen o’efocA,’ (Sunday mght at the Abbaye, for 

> DnlatiK EtfHHUt kuttrtjutt dil fnnaf^yx ivimtmfn! i* U /"Aw/Wkw li. vA 
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•lourgniac poc^i by tinier) : ' We iwv Uvo men cntcr> their (niAP. V 
hniuls bloody and armed M*ith sabres ; a turnkey, with a lorcli, i!, 1702 
lighted them ; he pointed to the bed of the unfortunate Swiss, 

Uedinp. Hedinp spoke with a dying voice. One of them 
paused; but the other cried, Atlous done; lifted the unfor- 
tunate man; carried him out on his back to (he sired. He 
was inass:u'red there. 

‘We all looked at one another in silence, we clasjicd each 
other’s hands. Motionless, with fixed eyes, we ga'/cd on the 
pavement of our prison ; on which lay the moonligld » chequered 
with the Irijdc stnnchcons of our windows.’ 

* Thrr^r in the tnornfnp: They were breaking-in one of the 
prison-doors. We al first thought they were coming to kill 
ns in our room; but heard, by voices on the stairaise, that 
it was .a room wJierc some Prisoners had barricaded lliemsclves. 

They were all butchered there, as we shortly gathered.’ 

^ Ten oV/or/;; The Abbe I^mfant and the Ahhc dc Clmpt- 
Hnstignac nppcaml in the jndpit of the Chapel, which was 
our prison ; they had entered by a door from the .stairs. They 
said to us that our end vras at hruul ; that we must compose 
ourselves, and rt‘crivc their last liles'ing. An electric move- 
ment, not to be defined, lhrt:w us all on our knees, and we 
received it. These two white-haired old men, blessing us from 
their place above ; death hovering over our heads, on all hands 
environing us; the moment is never to be forgotten. Half 
an hour after, they were both mrvssncrcd, and we heard their 
cries.’ * — Tims Jourgniac in his *"fgorjt/ in the Abbayc : how it 
ended with Jourgniac, we sh.all see anon. 

Hut now let the good Mnton sjienk, what he, over in La 
Force, in the same hours, is suffering and witnessing. This 
JU^surrcciion by him is greatly the best, the least theatrical of 
these Pamjihlcls ; and .stands testing by documents : 

‘ Towards seven o’clock,’ on Sunday night, ‘ prisoners were 
called frequently, and they did not reajijicar. Kach of us 
reasoned, in his own way, on tins singnlarity : hut our ideas 
hccxunc calm, as we persuaded ourselves that the Memorial T 
had drawn up for the National Assembly was producing effect/ 

‘ At one in the morning, tlic grate wliich led to our quarter 
opened anew. Four men in unifona, each with a drawn .sabre 

* Jourj^ntic Saint-McaTtl, rle treutt^hmt (rcprinicd in ///;/. /'jr/, 

xviii. 103.35). 
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BOOK! and blazing torch came pp to our corridor, preceded by a 
‘*«pt. 2, 179’ turnkey , and entered an apartment dose to ours, to mvestigate 
a box there, which we heard them break up This done, thej 
slept mto the gallery, and questioned the man Cuissa, to know 
where Lamotte ’ (Necklace’s Widower) * was Lamotte, the\ 
said, had some months ago, under pretest of a treasure he 
knew of, swindled a sum of three-himdred hvres from one 
of them, mviting him to diimer for that purpose The 

wretched Cmssa, now in their hands, who mdeed lost his hfe 
this mght, answered trembhng That he remembered the !act 
well, but could not tdl what was become of Lamotte Deter 
to find Lamotte and confront him with Cuissa, they 
rummaged, along with this latter, through various other apart 
meats , but without effect, for we heard them say “ Come 
seardi among the corpses, then , for, ftom de Ditti / we must 
find where he is ” 

* At this same time, I heard Louis Bardy, the Abbi Bardy’s 
name called he was brought out, and directlj massacr^, 
as 1 leamt. He had been accused, along with bis concubine, 
file or six years before, of having murdered and cut In pieces 
his own Brother, Auditor of the Chatribre des Comptes of Mont 
pcher , but had by Ins subtlety, his dexterity, naj his eloquence, 
outwitted the judges, and escaped. 

‘ One may fancy what terror these words, “ Come search 
omong the corpses, then,” had thrown me into I saw nothing 
for it now but resigning myself to die I wrote my last will , 
concludmg it by o petition and adjuration, that the paper 
should be sent to its address Scarcely had I quitted the pen, 
when there came two other men in uniform, one of them 
whose arm and sleeve up to the very shoulder, as well as his 
sabre, were covered with blood, said. He was as weary as a ho<l 
man that had been beating plaster ’ 

* Baudin de la Chenaj e was called , sixty years of virtues 
could not save him They said, A TAhbaye he passed the 
fatal outer gate , gave a cry of tenor, at sight of the heaped 
corpses , cov cred his cj es with his hands, and died of mnumcr 
able wounds At every new opemng of the grate, I lliought 
I should hear mj own name colled and sec llossignol 
enter’ 

‘ I fivmg off my nightgown and cap , I put on a coarse un 
washed shirt, a worn frock without waistcoat, an old round 
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liat ; these things I had sent for, some days ago, in the fear CHAP. V 
of what might happen. * Sept. 4, 1792 

‘ The rooms of this corridor had been all emptied but ours. 

We were lour together ; whom they seemed to have forgotten : 
we addressed our prayers in common to the Eternal to be 
delivered from this peril.’ 

* Baptiste the turnkey came up by liimself, to see us. I 
took him by the hands ; I conjured liim to save us ; promised 
liim a hundred louis, if he would conduct me home. A noise 
coming from the grates made him hastily withdraw. 

‘ It was the noise of some dozen or fifteen men, armed to 
the teeth; as we, lying flat to escape being seen, could see 
from our windows. “ Up-stairs 1 ” said they : “ Let not one 
remain.” I took out my penlcnile ; I considered where I 
should strike myself,’-;— but reflected ‘ that the blade was too 
short,’ and also ‘ on religion.’ 

Finally, howesver, between seven and eight o’clock in the 
morning, enter four men with bludgeons and sabres ! — ‘ To 
one of whom Gdrard my comrade wliispered, earnestly, apart. 

During their colloquy I searched ever3rwhere for shoes, that I 
might lay off the Advocate pumps {pantoufles de Palais) I 
had on,’ but could find none. — ‘ Constant, called le Sauvage, 

Gdrard, and a third whose name escapes me, they let clear off : 
as for me, four sabres were crossed over my breast, and they 
led me down. I was brought to their bar ; to the Personage 
•with the scarf, who sat as judge there. He was a lame man, 
of -tall lank stature. He recognised me on the streets and 
spoke to me, seven months after. I have been assured that 
he was son of a retired attorney, and named Chepy. Crossing 
the Court called Des Nourrices, I saw Manuel haranguing in 
tricolor scarf.’ The trial, as we see, ends in acquittal and 
resurrection} 

Poor Sicard, from the violon of the Abbaye, shall say but 
a few words ; true-looking, though tremulous. Towards three 
in the morning, the killers bethink them of this little violon ; 
and Imock from the court. ‘ I tapped gently, trembling lest 
the murderers might hear, on the opposite door, where the 
Section Committee was sitting : they answered gruffly, that 
they had no key. There were three of us in this violon ; my 
companions thought they perceived a kind of loft overhead. 

^ Maton de la Varenne, Ma Risnrrection (in ParL xviii. 135-56), 
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BOOK I But jt was very hjgh , only one of us could reach it by mounting 
Sept. 4 1792 on the shoulders of both the others One of them said to me, 
that mj life was usefuUer than theirs I resisted, they insisted 
no demal 1 I fling mjself on the neck of these two delis crers , 
never was scene more touching I mount on the slioulders of 
the first, then on those of the second, finally on the loft , and 
address to my two comrades the expression of a soul over 
whelmed with natural emotions ’ ^ 

The two generous companions, we rejoice to find, did not 
pensh But it is time that Jourgmac de Saint SKard should 
speak his last words, and end this singular tnlogj The 
night had become day , and the day has again become night 
Jourgniac, worn down with uttermost agitation was fillcn 
asleep, and had a cheenng dream he has also contrived to 
moke acquamtance with one of the volunteer baihffs and 
spoken m native Provenjal with him On Tuesday, about 
one m the mommg, his Agony is reaching its cnsis 

‘ By the glare of two torches I now desened the tembic 
tribunal, where lay m> life or my death The President, m 
gray coat, with a sabre at his side stood leaning u ith his hands 
against n table, on which were papers, on inkstand tobacco 
pipes and bottles Some ten persons were around, seated or 
standing , two of whom had jackets and aprons others were 
sleeping stretched on benches Two men, in bloody shirts, 
guarded the door of the place , an old turnkey had his hand on 
the lock In front of the President three men held a Prisoner, 
who might be about sixtj * (or seventy he was old Marshal 
Maill6 of the Tuilenes and August Tenth) ‘ They stationed 
me m n comer , my guards crossed their sabres on my breast 
I looked on all sides for m> Pro\ enjal two National Guards, 
one of them drunk, presented some appeal from the Section of 
Croix Bougc in fniour of the Pnsoncr, the 5Ian in Gray 
answered “ Thej nre useless, these appeals for traitors ’* 
Then the Prisoner exclaimed ** It is frightful , jour judgment 
IS a murder ” The President answered “ Jfy hands are 
washed of it , take M jrnilld away ’* They drove him into the 
street, where, through the opening of the door, I saw hmi 
massacred 

* The President sat down to write , registering, I suppose, 

• Abb< 5 cmJ a atitn oJrttU* 4 w* ifr «» •<• ( //trf Ftrl. t 




A TRILOGY 


183 


the name of tliis one whom they had finished ; then I heard CHAP, V 
him sa}’’ : ‘‘ Another, A un attire ! Sept. 4, 1792 

* Behold me then haled before this swift and bloody judgment- 
bar, where the best protection was to have no protection, 
and all resources of ingenuity became null if they were not 
founded on truth. Two of my guards held me each by a hand, 
the third by the collar of my coat. “ Your name, your profes- 
sion ? ’’ said the President. “ The smallest lie ruins you,’’ 
added one of the Judges. — My name is Jourgniac Saint- 
M6ard ; I have served, as an officer, twenty years : and I 
appear at your tribunal with the assurance of an innocent 
man, who therefore ynH not lie.” — “ We shall see that,” said 
the President ; ** Do you Icnow why you are arrested ? ” — 

“ Yes, Monsieur le President ; I am accused of editing the 
Journal De la Coiir ei de la Ville, But I hope to prove the 
falsity.” ’ — ^But no ; Jourgniac’s proof of the falsity, and defence 
generalty, though of excellent result as a defence, is not interest- 
ing to read. It is long^vinded ; there is a loose theatricality 
in the reporting of it, which does not amount to unveracity, 
yet which tends that way. We shall suppose him successful, 
beyond hope, in proving and disproving ; and sldp largely, — 
to the catastrophe, almost at two steps, 

* ‘‘ But after all,” said one of the Judges, “ there is no smoke 
without kindling ; tell us why they accuse you of that.” — 

“ I was about to do so ” ’ — ^Jourgniac does so ; with more and 
more success. 

‘ “ Nay,” continued I, they accuse me even of recruiting 
for the Emigrants 1 ” At these words there arose a general 
murmur. “ O Messieurs, Messieurs,” I exclaimed, raising my 
voice, ‘‘ it is my turn to speak ; I beg M. le President to have 
the kindness to maintain it for me ; I never needed it more.” 

— True enough, true enough,” said almost all the Judges 
vith a laugh : “ Silence ! ” 

‘ While they were examining the testimonials I had pro- 
duced, a new Prisoner was brought in, and placed before the 
President. It was one Priest more,” they ^id, “ whom they 
had ferreted out of the Chapelle.” After very few questions : 

A la Force ! ” He flung his breviary on the table ; was 
hurled forth, and massacred. I reappeared before the tribunal. 

‘ “ You tell us always,” cried one of the Judges, with a 
tone of impatience, * that you are not this, that you are not 

that; 
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BOOK I that ; what are you, then t ** — “ I was an open Royalist.” 
—There arose a general fnurraur, which was miraculously 
appeased hy another ol the men, who had seaned to take an 
interest m me “IVe are not here to judge opinions,” said 
he, but to judge the results of them ” Could Rousseau and 
Voltaire both in one, pleading for me, have said better? — 
”Yea, Messieurs,” cned I, “always till the Tenth of August 
1 was an open Roj'nhst Ever since the Tenth of August 
that cause has been fimshed I am a Frenchman, true to mj 
countrj I was nlwaj-s a man of honour ” ’ 

‘ “ My soldiers never distrusted me Nay, two days before 
that husmess of Nanci, when their suspicion of their ofTicers 
Was at its height, thej chose me for commander, to lead them 
to Lun^ville, to get back the prisoners of the Regiment Mestre- 
de Camp, and seize General Jfalseigne " * Which fact there 
is, most luckily, an individual present who by a certain token 
can confirm 

‘The President, this cross-questionms being over, took off 
his hat and said • “ I see nothing to suspect in this man 1 
, nm for granting him his libcrtj Is that ^ our v ote ? ” To 

which nil the Judges answered “ Oui, Oui ; it is just ! ” ’ 

And there arose vivats within doors and without ; * escort 
of three,’ amid sliouUngs and embracings thus Jourgniac 
escaped from jurj trial and the jaws of death* Slaton and 
Sicard did, cither by trial and no bill found, lank President 
Chepy finding ‘absolutclj nothing,’ or else by evasion, and 
new favour of Jloton the brave watchmaker, likewise escape ; 
and were embraced and wept over, weepmg in return, as 
thej well might 

Thus they three, in wondrous tnlogj, or tnple soliloquj * 
Uttenng simultaneously, through the dread rught watches, 
their Night thoughts,— grown audible to us I They Three 
arc become audible but the otlier ‘Thousand and Fight j 
nine, of whom Two-hundred and two were Pnests * who also 
had Night thoughts, remain inaudible , choked for c> cr m 
black Death. Heard only of President Chepj and the ^fan 
vn Gray I — • 

* .f/iK,/ (at tspri b // t I. llJ). 
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CHAP. VI 

• Sppt. 2-0, 

CHAPTER VI 

Tin: cincnnAK 

Rut Uic ConsUtulcd Autliorilics, all this mIuIo ? The 
Legislative Assembly; the Six Ministers; the Townlmll ; 

Santerre with the National (Juartl ? — It is very curious to 
think wlmt a City is. Theatres, to the number of some twenty- 
three, were open every niglit during these prodigies ; while 
right-anns here grew weary with slaying, right-arms there 
were twiddlcdceing on melodious catgut: at the very instant 
when Abbe Sicanl was clambering u]i his second jiair of shoulders 
three-men high, five hundred thousand human individuals 
were lying horir.ontah ns if nothing were amiss. 

As for the poor Legislative, the .sceptre Jiad (ieparted /roni 
iU The IiCgislativc did send Deputation to the rrisons, to 
these Street-Courts ; and poor M. Dusa\dx did harangue 
there; but pn>duccd no conviction whatsoever: nay at Inst, 
as he continued haranguing, the Street-Court interposed, not 
without threats; and he had to cease, and wilhdnvw. Tins 
is the same poor worthy old M. Du^nulx who told, or indeed 
almost r^ang (though with cracked voice), the Ta/;iHg of the 
JhstUlc, to our satisfaction, long since, lie was wont to 
announce himself, on ‘Uieh and on all occasions, as the Trans- 
laioT of Jxn nwL ^ Good Cili/ens, you see before you a man 
who loves Ins eounir\‘, who is the TVanslntor of Juvenal,’ said 
he once. — ' Jnvemd ? ’ intcrnipts Sansculottism : *lVho the 
deni is Juvenal ? One of your sacr^s Aristocrats ? To the 
IsanterneV From an orator of thi.s kind, conviction was not 
to be expected. The Legislative had much ado to save one 
of its own Members, or cx-Mcmhers, Deputy Jounneau, who 
clmnccd to he lying in arrest for mere Parliamentary delin- 
quencies, in these Prisons. As for poor old Dusaulx and 
Company, they returned to the Salle dc Manage, sajdng, ‘ It 
was dark ; and they could not see well what was going on.’ * 

Poland writes indignant messages, in the name of Order, 
riumanity and the Law ; but there is no Force at In's disposal. 

Snntcrrc’s National Force seems lazy to rise : though he made 

» Debate of jd Scptcml)er 1792. 
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BOOK I men read, -mtli a certain sickness ot heart, items and entries 
Sept 3, 1793 not usual in Town iBooks ! ‘ To workers employed in preserv* 
ing the salubrity o£ the air in the Prisons, and persons who 
presided over these dangerous operations,’ so much,- — in various 
items, nearly seven hundred pounds sterling. To carters 
employed to ‘ the Burying grounds of Clamart, Jlontrouge, 
and Vaugirard,’ at SO much a journey, per cart ; this also is 
an entry. Then so many francs and odd sous ' for the necessary 
quantity of quick-Ume ’ I * Carts go tdong the streets ; Ml 
of stript human corpses, thrown pell-mell ; limbs sticking up ; 
— seest thou that cold Hand sticking up, through the heaped 
embrace of brother corpses, in its yellow paleness, in its cold 
rigour ; the palm opened towards Heaven, as if in dumb prayer, 
in expostulation de profundis. Take pity on the Sons of Slen t 
— ^Mercicr saw it, as he walked down * the Rue Saint-Jacques 
from Jlontrouge, on the morrow of the Massacres ’ : but not a 
Hand ; it was a Foot,- — which he reckons still more significant, 
one understands not wdl why. Or was it as the Foot of one 
spuming Heaven 1 Ruslung, like n wild diver, in disgust and 
despair, towards the depths of Annihilation f Even there 
shall Ill's hand find thee, and His right-hand hold thee, — 
surely for right not for wrong, for good not evil ! * I saw 
that Foot,’ saj-s Mefcier ; * I shall know it again at the great 
Day of Judgment, when the Eternal, throned on his thunders, 
shall judge both Kings and Septemberers.* * 

That a shriek of inarticulate horror rose over this thing, 
not only from French Aristocrats and Jfoderates, but from 
all Europe, and has prolonged itself to the present day, was 
most natuM and right. The thing lay done, irrevocable; a 
thing to be counted beside some other things, which lie very 
black in our Earths Annals, yet which wflf not erase thenr- 
from. For man, as was remarked, has transcendentalisms in 
him ; standing, ns he does, poor creature, every way * in the 
confluence of Infinitudes ’ ; a mystery to himself and others : 
in the centre ot twO Etenuties, of three Immensities, — in the 
intersection of primeval Light with the everlasting Dark I— 
Thus have there been, especially by vehement tempers redu^ 
to a stale of desperation, verj' miserable things done. Sicilian 
‘ uKimtt fayitt^ar It Ctinmmmt it /Vm (in nuL *31). 

* >Ieicj«r, Knttt*» vi. ai. 

Vespers, 
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Vesper.'!, and ‘ eiphl thoii.snntl .slniipht cred in two hoiins,’ nre u CIIAI’, VI 
known Ihinjr. ICinps thcmsolvc.s, luU. in desperntion, but only 
in didiculty, Imvc sn( IniU'hinft, for year and day (nay I)c 
Tlion says for seven years), their Bartholomew Businc.ss ; and 
then, at the rijjht moment, also on an Avitumn Stmday, this 
very Hell (they say it is the identical metal) of Saint-Germain 
r.-Vn\orrois was set a-pcalinjj — with effect.* Nay the same 
black bn\ilder-stones of tJvese Paris Prisons have seen Prison- 
massacres before now; men massacring countrymen, IJurgnn- 
dic.s massacring Armngnnes, whom they had suddenly im- 
prisoned. till, as jiow, there were piled heaps of carcasses, and 
the streetsS ran red; — the Mayor IVtion of the time speaking 
the austere language of the law, and answered by the Killers, 
in old l''rcneh (it is some four hundred years old) : ‘ ^^augrt^ 
him, Strr, — Sir, God’s malison on your "justice," your “pity," 
yo\ir " right reason." Cun-ed be of God whoso shall have pity 
on these false traitoro\is Armngnacs, Knglish ; dogs they arc ; 
they h.ave destroyed us, wasted thi*: realm of France, and sold 
it to Uic English. ‘ ' And so they slay, and flijig aside the 
slain, to Uu' extgnt of ‘ fifteen hundred and eighteen, among 
whom arc found four Bishops of false, and d.amnablc counsel, 
and two Presidents of Parlcmcnt.’ For though it i.s not 
Satan’s world this that we live in, Satan always lias his place 
in it (underground properly) ; and from time to time buniLs up. 

Well may mankind shriek, inarticulately anathematising n.s they 
c.an. nicre arc actions of such emphasis that no shrieking can 
be loo emphatic for them. Shriek ye ; acted have they. 

Shriek who might in this France, in this Paris Legislative 
or Pnri.s Townhall, there arc I'en Men wlio do not shriek. A 
Circular goc.s out from the Committee of Sntut Public, dated 
fld of September 1702 ; directed to all Townhall.s ; a Slate- 
paper too remarkable to be overlooked. ‘ A p.art of the ferocious 
conspirators detained in the Prisons,’ it say.s, ‘ have been put 
to death by the People ; and we cannot doubt but Uic whole 
Nation, driven to the edge of min by such endless series of 
treasons, will make haste to adopt this means of public sal vat ion : 
a id all Frenchmen will cry as the men of I’aris : IVc go to fight 
the enemy ; but we will not leave robbers behind us, to butcher 
our wives and children.’ To which arc legibly appended these 

* O’h lo t3t!i Scptcml>cf 1 572 (Dulaurc, //iVA ift iv. 2S9), 

- l>ahtuc» Vn. 

signaltircs : 
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BOOK I the breach, as of stormed Cities and Nations , amid the sweep 
Sept. 9,1702 of Tenth of August cannon, the rustle of Prussian gallows 
ropes, the smiting of September sabres , destruction all round 
him, and the rushmg down of worlds Minister of Justice is 
his mime , but Titan of the Forlorn Hope, and Enfant Perdu 
of the Revolution, is his quahtj, — and the man acts according 
to that ‘ We roust put our enemies m fear 1 ’ Deep fear, is 
it not, os of its own accord, lalUng on our enemies ? The 
Titan of the Forlorn Hope, he is not the man that would swiftest 
of all prevent its so fidling Forward, thou lost Titan of an 
Enfant Perdu, thou must dare, and agam dare, and without 
end dare , there is nothmg left for thee but that I ‘ Que mon 
nom 8(ni fliln, Xet my name be bhghted ’ what am 1 ? The 
Cause alone is great , and shall live, and not pensh, — So, 
on the whole, here too is a Swallower of Formulas , of still 
wider gulp than Jlirabeau this Danton, Mimbcau of the 
Sansculottes In the September daj's, this Mimstcr was not 
heard of as co operatmg with strict Roland , his husmess might 
he elsewhere, — with Brunswick and the Hfltel de Ville IWicn 
applied to by an official person, about the Orleans I»nsoncrs, 
and the nsks they ran, he answered gloomily, twice mer, 
‘ Are not these men guilty ? ’ — ^\Vhen pressed, he ‘ answered 
m a terrible %oice,’ and turned his ba^* A thousand slam 
in the Pnsons , homble if you will , but Brunswick is within 
a day’s journey of us , and there are Five and twenty Millions 
yet, to slay or to save Some men have tasks, — f^ghtfuUcr 
than OUTS I It seems strange, hut is not strange, that this 
Stimster of Sloloch Justice, when any suppliant for a Incnd 8 
life got access to him, was found to ha\e human compassion , 
and jnelded and granted * always ’ ; * neither did one personal 
enemy of Danton pensh in these days ’ * 

To shnek, we say, when certain things arc acted, is proper 
and unavoidable Nevertheless, articulate speech, not shnek- 
ing, IS the faculty of man . when speech is not yet possible, let 
Uierc be, with the shortest delay, at least — silence Silence 
acconlingly, in this forty fourth year of the husmess, ami 
eighteen hundred and tiurty sixth of an * Era called Christian 
as lueus A non,' is the thing we recommend and practise Naj , 
instead of shneking more, it were perhaps edifying to remark, 
i Bxirtfiu <Ut U «u< »i p. S7 * 
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on the otluT 8Ulc» u ;>infrulnr tiling Cnstoms (in Latin, ClfAP, vt 

(,lfow) nrc; ami liow fitly the Virtue, Vtr^ius, ]\fanhoof] or 
Worth* that in a man, is called his ^loraUiy or Cuf:toin(iri* 
ness. Fell Slntightcr, one of the most authentic i)roduels of 
the Pit you wotdd say. oner give it Customs, become*; W/ir, 
with Laws of V nr ; and is Custoninry and ^fond enough ; and 
ml individuals carry the tools of it girt round their liriunchcs, 
not without an air of pride,— v. Inch do thou nov/isc l^Inrne. 

While, See ! so hmg as it is hut dressed in hodden or russet ; 
ntul K evolution, less frerjurnl tljnrj War, Jias not yet got Jt.s 
Laws of Kcvolutioin but the hodden or ru*^*ct individunls arc 
Uneu*^tomr*ry -O shri^ddng beloved brotlifr blockheads of 7»Inrj- 
hind, let tts rhi^e {lirv^- vide rnotiUis of ours; let ue cease 
«hriehing» ond begin considering ! 


(‘HAPTKK VII 
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BOOK I the work goes bravely along. The Convention Is getting dioscn. 
Sept. 1792 — really in a decisive spirit ; in the Townhall we already date 
First year of the Eepvhlic. Some Two-hundred ol our best 
Legislators may be re-elected, the Mountmn bodily: Robespicirc, 
with Mayor Potion, Buzot, Curate Gr^goire, Ilabaut, some 
three-score Old-Constituents ; though we had once only * thirty 
voices.’ All these ; and along with them, friends long known 
to Revolutionary fame : Camille Desmoulins, though he stutters 
in speech : Manuel, Tollien and Company ; Journalists Gorsas, 
Cana, Mercler, Louvet 
of Fauilas ; Clootz 
Speaker of ^lankind; 
CoUot d’llerbois, tear- 
ing a passion to rags ; 
Fabre d’Eglantine, 
speculative Pamphle- 
teer ; Legendre, the 
solid butcher ; nay 
Marat, though rural 
France can hardly 
helies’c it, or even 
believe that there is a 
Ararat, except in print. 
Of Jlinister Danton, 
who will lay down 
Ills mimstiy for a 
>tembcrship, we need 
BUZOT, not speak. Paris is 

fervent ; nor is the 
Country wanting to itself. Batbaroux, Rebccqui, and fervid 
Patriots arc coming from Marseilles. Seven-hundred end 
forty-five men (or indeed forty-nine, for Avignon now sends 
four) arc gathering : so many arc to meet ; not so many are 
to part I 

Attorney Carrier from Aurillac, Ex-Priest Lebon from Arms, 
these shall both gain a name. Mountainous Auvergne re-elects 
her Romme i hardy tiller of the soil, once Matlicmatical Pro- 
fessor; who, unconscious, carries in petto a remarkable Nere 
Calendar, with Messidors, Pluvioses, and suchdike ; — and having 
given it well forth, shall deport by the death they call Roman. 
Sieyes Old Constituent comes ; to make New Constitutions 
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as runny nn wanted t for thr rr^t, prcriiif: nut of hts rlrnr ca\itio\tH rHAl\ Vil 
eyes, he nill cowrr l^nv in nu\ny an rtn^r^^rnry* and find hilrnre 
safest, Yotnu: S:\int-dust is ronunjr. drpnted hv Aisnr in tlie 
Nt'rt!j ; rnor\' UKc a Stndrnt than a Senator; not f<a»r*ntul* 
twenty yet ; wlu^ has writlrtr Jtook* : a youtli <»f rli^ht stntun% 
with mild inrlli»w vm<^* rnthn^inst olivr rntnplr\ion and lon/if 
htnoh lour, IVnnnh from the far vallry l)*Anrr in the folds 
of the IVtrtwr* » U mminf; ; an nrdrnt Urpnhiirnn ; doomed to 
fame, at least in <lrath» 

All mnnnrr «»f ralriot mrn arr co:n5itp : Tmrhrrs, llushnml- 
men, I'rirsts mul Trader., l)ivrt<^r. ; nh<ivr all, 

TnlUtn^, tc th^ Altonwy snecirs, Mmrmithvivrs, as Lavas* 

'^rur of th^ Sarth'*, atr i>f‘t v,n!itii4% Nor Artists: pros*, 

David, with th^ swoln rl»erl, has lonp painted, wit!» peninn in 
a stntr of fonvtih.ian ; a?nl wjl! nu‘,v IrpiOntr. I'hr- jovoln 
clifr':, chohinp his wor\ts in th.r- birth, totally di’^rpinlifirs him 
ns nn ornti^r ; but \n\ prtHul, Ids head* bis pro**, hui lirart, 
wit!i prTuus \n a etntr of ronvnlsiom b^^ th»"rr, A man 

>dily jn:ut 5nrt^t-s!!y sv. rihorbr^-Ved. di'.OTxijmrllonivtr ; flrtbby- 
laTv*r. iiu-trn.d t>f ptrat ; v enb wltlial as iir a stx\le of ronvid* 
sirua rmt in n of contjKi-'.tirr : *0 !rt him piny his 

part, N<ir atr urAoralb^-d Itenrfnetors of the Spreirs for- 

pottr?i ; Prirsttry, clrrtrfl by thr Ome Df parttnerU. bid da- 
r!intnp : Pnhir the rtl'^llinus Nerdlrman, by the Pav dr ('nlnis, 
vdio a^^pt *• . 

IV-.v Ntddrs c^unr, atul yet not none. PfUtbPranroin Pnrrns, 

* noblr as the Pnrra^es, c>!tl ns the r<M-hs r>f Provrnre * ; he is 
'Ilir rrrUe*<, thipwrrrhed man: (hmp nslif^re on the 
r»sr.st oi tb.e Maldives lonp nro, while fnilinp and foldierinp n»; 

Indian Pirhtrr : fliinp ashorr* since tlien. rvs Inmpry I’nrisian 
plrasttrednmtrr and lialbpny, on runny a (‘irre Islnnd, with 
temporary riichantment^ temporary ronvenuon into bensthood 
and hoph'xKl ;-dhe rrmote Var Department has now sent 
him hither, A man of hent nml hnste ; defective in ntler- 
nnee : deferUvr indeed in nnylhinp lo utter; ycl not without 
:\ certain rapidity r»( plnnee, n certain svdft IrauMcnt coiirapc ; 
who in the^*' limes, rnrUme favourinp, may po far. He is 
tedl, hamhorne to tlie eye, * only the crmiplexion a little yellow ' ; 

Iml ‘ with a rob^ of pur[)b% willi n scarlet cloak and plume of 
Irieolor, on occasions of ?olemnity/ Uic man v/ill look wtIU 

^ P/ ?>/•"? t;V»* 5 Turrit'S. 


Lcj)clletier 
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BOOK 1 Lepdletier Saint Fargeau Old Consbtnent, is a kind ot noble 
Sept- and of enotmous irealUi > he too has come hither '-~to hare the 
Pam of Death ohofwft/d? Hapless Ex Pariementeer 1 Na> 
among onr Sixty Old Constituents, see Phihppe d Orifens a 
Pnnce of the Blood I Not no'w D OrUam for. Feudalism 
being swept from the 17011(1, he demands of his iroithy fnends 
the Electors of Pans, to have a new name of their choosmg, 
•whereupon Procureur Manuel like an antithetic Utcraij man 



recommends EquaUty Epalit^ A Philippe Egalit^ therefore 
will sit , seen of the Earth and Heaven 
Such a Convenbon is galhenng itself together "Mere angry 
poullrv in nioutbng season whom Brunswick s grenadiers and 
cannoneers will give short account of ttould the weather 
as Bertrand is al-ways praying onli mend a little I * 

In vain O Bertrand 1 The weather will not mend a whit 
nav even it it did ? Domounez Polymetis, though Bertrand 

* r<nr»».S U.JJS- 

know* 
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Icnows it not, started from brief slumber at Sedan, on that CHAP. Vll 
morning of the 29th of August; with stealthiness, with Sopt. 1792 
promptitude, audacity. Some three mornings after that, 
Brunswick, opening %Yidc eyes, perceives the Passes of the 
Argonne all seized ; blocked with felled trees, fortified with 
camps ; and that it is a most shifty swift Dumouriez this, 
who has outwitted him I 

The manoeuvre may cost Brunswick ‘ a loss of three weeks/ 
very fatal in these circumstances, A [Mountain-wall of forty 
miles lying between him and Paris : which he should have 
preoccupied ; — ^which how now to get possession of ? Also 
the rain it raineth every day ; and we arc in a hungry Cham- 
pagne Pouilleusc, a land flowing only ivith ditch-water. How 
to cross this ^lountain-wall of the Argonne ; or what in the 
world to do with it ? — ^Thcre arc marchings and wet splasliings 
by steep paths, with sacltcrmcnis and guttural interjections ; 
forcings of Argonne Passes, — ^^vhich unliappily will not force. 

Through the woods, volleying War reverberates, like huge 
gong-music, or IMoIoch’s kettledrum, borne by the echoes ; 
swoln torrents boil angrily round the foot of rocks, floating 
pale carcasses of men. In vain 1 Islettes Village, with its 
church-stccplc, rises intact in the ]\Iountain-pass, between the 
embosoming heights ; your forced marches and climbings have 
become forced slidings and tumblings back. Prom the liill- 
tops thou scest nothing but dumb crags, and endless wet moaning 
woods ; the Clermont Vachc (huge cow that she is) disclosing 
herself ’ at intervals ; flinging-off her cloud-blanket, and soon 
taking it on again, drowned in the pouring Heaven, The 
Argonne Passes will not force : you must skirl the Argonne : 
go round by the end of it. 

But fancy whether the Emigrant Seigneurs have not got 
their brilliancy dulled a little ; whether that ‘ Foot Regiment 
in red-facings with nankeen trousers ’ could be in field-day 
order 1 In place of gasconading, a sort of desperation, and 
hydrophobia from excess of water, is threatening to supervene. 

Young Prince de Ligne, son of that brave literary De Ligne 
the Thundergod of Dandies, fell backwards ; shot dead in 
Grand-Pr6, the Northmost of the Passes : Brunswick is skirt- 
ing and rounding, laboriously, by the extremity of the South. 

Four days ; days of a rain as of Noah, — ^without fire, without 

* See Helen Maria Williams, Letters, iii. 79 - 81 , 


food ! 
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BOOK I food J For fire 5 *ou cut down green trees, and produce smoke , 
SfpL 1793 for food j-ou cat green grapes, and produce colic, pcstflcntial 
dj-sentcry, o>Jkovto Xao«l And the Peasants assassinate 
us, thej do not jom us ; shnli women ciy shame on us threaten 
to draw their > cry scissors on us 1 O ye hapless dulled hnght 
Seigneurs, and hjdrophobic splashed Nankeens; — ^hut O, ten 
times more, poor rackennctitmg ghastly visagcd Hessians 
and Hulans, f^en on j^our backs ; who had no call to die there, 
except compulsion and three-halfpence a-day 1 Nor has Sirs 
Lc Blanc of the Golden Arm a good time of it, m her bower 
of dnppmg rushes ikssassinatmg Peasants are hanged ; Old 
Constituent Honourable Member^ though of venerable age, 
nde m carts with their hands tied these are the woes of war 
Thus they , sprawling and wngglmg, far and wide, on the 
slopes and passes of the Aigonnc ; — a loss to Brunswick of 
fivc’ond twenty disastrous daj-s There is wnggUng and 
strugglmg , facing, backing and ngbt about facing : as the 
positions shift, and the A^nnc gets partlj rounded, partly 
forced — ^but still Diunounez, force him, round him as j*ou 
will, slicks Ukc a rooted fixture on the ground ; fixture with 
many Amges , whcchng now this way, now that , showing 
always new front, in the most unexpected manner: nowise 
consenting to take lumsclf away. Recruits stream up on him 
full of heart ; >cl rather difficult to deal with Behind Grand 
Pj^, for example. Grand Prf which is on the wrong side of the 
Argonne, for we arc now forced and rounded,— the full heart, 
in one of those wheelings and showmgs of new front, did as it 
were oxerset itself, ns full hearts arc liable to do, and there 
rose a shnek of mure ffwt prtf, and a death panic which had 
nigh rumed all 1 So that the General had to come galloping , 
and, with thunder* words, with gesture, stroke of drawn swoni 
cs cn, check and rallj , and bnng back the sense of shame ; * 
— naj to seize the firrt shtickets and ringleaders ; * shai c their 
heads and eyebrows,* and pack them forth into the world as 
n sign Thus too (for reallj the rations arc short, and wet 
camping with hungry storaadi brings bad humour) there I* 
like to be TOutin^. \Vhercupon agam Dumourie* *amv« at 
the head of Ihcir Imc, with his statl, and on escort of a hundred 
hussars. He had placed some squadrons behind them, tlie 
arliUer) m front 5 he said to them : *' iVs for jou, for I will 

* DaoMKniu. U. *9- 
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neither call you citizens, nor soldiers, nor my men (m mes CHAP. VII 
enfans), you see before you this artillery, behind you this Sept. 1792 
cavaby. You have dishonoured yourselves by crimes. If 
you amend, and grow to behave like this brave Army which 
you have the honour of belonging to, you will find m me a good 
father. But plunderers and assassins I do not suffer here. 

At the smallest mutiny I will have you shivered in pieces 
(hacher en •pieces). Seek out the Scoundrels that are among 
you, and dismiss them yourselves ; I hold you' responsible for 
them/^ ^ ^ 

Patience, O Dumouriez ! This uncertain heap of shriekers, 
mutineers, were they once drilled and inured, will become a 
phalanxed mass of Fighters ; and wheel and whirl, to order, 
swiftly like the wind or the whirlwind : tanned mustachio- 
figures ; often bare-foot, even bare-backed ; with sinews of 
iron ; who reqmre only bread and gunpowder : very Sons of 
Fire, the adroitest, hastiest, hottest ever seen perhaps sin^e 
Attila’s time. They may conquer and overrun amazingly, 
much as that same Attila did ; — ^whose Attila’s-Camp and 
Battlefield thou now seest, on this very ground ; ^ who, after 
sweeping bare the world, was, with ^fficulty, and days of 
tough fighting, checked here by Roman Altius and Fortune ; 
and his dust-cloud made to vanish in the East again ! — 

Strangely enough, in this shrieking Confusion of a Soldiery, 
which we saw long since fallen all suicidally out of square, in 
suicidal collision,— at Nanci, or on the streets of Metz, where 
brave Bouille stood with drawn sword ; and which has collided 
and ground itself to pieces worse and worse ever since, down 
now to such a state : in this shrieking Confusion, and not 
elsewhere, lies the first germ of returning Order for France 1 
Round which, we say, poor France nearly all ground down 
suicidally likewise into rubbish and Chaos, wUl be glad to 
rally ; to begin growing, and new-shaping her inorganic dust ; 
very slowly, through centuries, through Napoleons, Louis- 
Philippes, and other the like media and phases, — into a new, 
infinitely preferable France, we can hope 1 — 

These wheelings and movements in the region of the Argonne, 
which are all faithfully described by Dumouriez himself, and 
more interesting to us than Hoyle’s or Philidor’s best Game 

' Dumouriez, Mimoircs^ iii. 55, ^ Helen Maria Williams, iii. 32. 

of 



200 


SEPTEMBER 


noOKl of Chess, let us nevertheless, O Reader, entirelj omit; — and 
Sept 20, hasten to remark tiro things the first a mmute private, the 
second a lai;ge pubhc thing Our mmute private thing is* 
the presence, in the Prussian host, of a certain 5Ian, belonging 
to the sort called ImmoTtal , Tsho, m days since then, is becoming 
visible more and more m that character, as the Transitory 
more and more v anishcs for from of old it was remarked that 
when the Gods appear among men, it is seldom m recognisable 
shape , thus Admetus’s neatherds give Apollo a draught of 
their goatskin whej bottle {well if tliej do not give him strokes 
mth their oxrungs) not dreaming that he is the Sungod t 
This man’s name is Johann ITolfgang von Goeiht lie is 
Herzog Weimar's Minister, come witli the small contingent 
of Weimar , to do insignificant unmihtary dutj here , vci^ 
irrecognisable to nearly all ! lie stands at present, with 
drawn bndle, on the height near Sarnie ^Itnchould maVang 
an expenment on the ‘ cannon fever ’ , hav^ng ndden thither 
against persuasion, into the dance and finng of the emnon 
balls, witli a scientific desire to understand what that same 
cannon fev ermaj he ‘ The sound of them,' sa>*s he, * is curious 
enough , 05 if it were compounded of the humming of tops, 
the gurgling of water and the nlustle of birds Bj degrees 
jou get a verj uncommon sensation, which can onij be 
described bj similitude It seems as if jou were in some 
place cxtremelj hot. and at the same time were completclj 
penetrated bj the heat of it, so that jou feel as if vou and 
this element jou are m were pcrfcctlv on a pat The eje* 
sight loses nothing of its strength or distinctness; and jet 
it is os if nil things had got a kind of brown red colour, which 
makes the situation and the objects still more impressive on 

JOU ’ * 

This IS the cannon fever, os a orld Poet feels iL — A man 
entirely irrceogmsable I In whose irrecognisable head, mean 
while, there vcnlj is the spiritual counterpart (and call it 
complement) of tlus same huge Death Birth of the \S orld , 
which now crrcclunles itsdf outwardlj m the Argonne in 
such Cannon thunder, mwardh, m the irrceogmsable head, 
quite otherwise than bj thunder ! Mark, that man, O Reader, 
ns the memomblest of all the memorable in this Argonne 
Campaign MTiat we saj of him is not dream nor flounsh 

• Coethr, Csm/^t iit llltrl* *«*. Tjt 
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ol rhetoric, but scientific historic fact ; as many men, now at CHAP. Vll 


this distance, see or begin to sec. 

But tlie large public thing we had to remark is this : That 
the Twcntictlx of September 1792 was a raw morning covered 
rvith mist ; tliat from three in the morning, Saintc-Menehould, 
and those Villages and homesteads rve laiow of old, were stirred 
by the I’umblc of artillery-wagons, by the clatter of hoofs and 
many-footed tramp of men : all mamier of military. Patriot 
and Prussian, taking up positions, on the heights of La Lune 
and other Heights ; shifting and shoving, — seemingly in some 
dread chess-game ; which may tlic Heavens turn to good I 
The Miller of Valmj' has fled dusty under gi’ound ; his Mill, 
were it never so windy, will have rest today. At seven in the 
morning the mist clears off : see Kcllermann, Dumouriez’ 
second in command, with ‘ eighteen pieces of cannon,’ and 
deep-serried ranks, drawn up round that same silent Windmill, 
on his knoU of strength ; Brunswick, also with serried ranks 
and cannon, glooming over to Iiim from the Height of La Lune : 
onl}' the little brook and its little dell now parting them. 

So that the much-longed-for has come at last ! Instead of 
hunger and dysentery, we shall have sharp shot ; and then ! — 
Dumouriez, with force and fimx front, looks on from a neigh- 
boiuring height; can help only with his wishes, in silence. 
Lo, the eighteen pieces do bluster and bark, responsive to the 
bluster of La Lune ; and thunder-clouds mount into the air ; 
and echoes roar tlirough all deUs, far into the depths of Argonne 
Wood (deserted now) ; and limbs and lives of men fly dissipated, 
this way and that. Can Brunsudek make an impression on 
them ? The dtdled-bright Seigneurs stand biting their thiunbs ; 
these Sansculottes seem no( to fly like poultry I Towards noon- 
tide a cannon-shot blows Kellermann’s horse from under him ; 
there bursts a powder-cart high into the air, xvith knell heard 
over all ; some swagging and swaying observable ; — ^Brunsxvick 
will try I ' Camarades/ cries Kellermann, ‘ Five la Patrie I 
Allofts vaincrc pour elle, Come let us conquer for her.’ ‘ Live 
the Fatherland ! ’ rings responsive to the welkin, like rolling- 
fire from side to side .* our ranks are as firm as rocks ; and 
Brunswick may rccross the dell, ineffectual ; regain his old 
position on La Lune ; not xmbattered by the way. And so, 
for the length of a September day, — ^with bluster and bark ; 
with bellow far-echoing 1 The cannonade lasts till sunset ; 

and 
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BOOK 1 and m rapid Meliboean stanzas onlj a few lines each, they 
Sept. 29* propose motions not a few That the comer stone of our 
Constitution is. Sovereignty of the People, that our 
Constitution shall be accepted by the People or be null , further 
that the People ought to be avenged and have right Judges , 
that the Imposts must continue till new order, that landed 
and other Property be sacred for ever, finallj that *Ro>altj 
from this day is abolished m France ’ — Decreed all before 
four o clock strike, with acclamation of the world!* The tree 
was all so npe , only shake it, and there fall such jellow cart 
loads 

And BO os et in the Vahny Region, as soon as the news come, 
what stir is this, audible, nsible from our muddj Heights 
of La Lune ? * Universal shouting of the French on their 
opposite hiU side , caps raised on bayonets and a sound as 
of Itipuhhgiue T'^ire la borne dubious on the winds 1 

— On the morrow morning so to speak, Brunswick shngs his 
knapsacks before day, lights any fires he has , and marches 
without tap of drum Dumounez finds ghasllj sjTnptoms 
in that camp , ‘ lotnuM full of blood ' ! * The chivalrous 
King of Prussia, — for he, as wc saw, is bene in person —may 
long rue the day , may look colder than ever on these dulled 
bright Seigneurs, and French Pnnccs their Country’s hope, — 
and, on the whole, put on his greatcoat without ceremony, 
happy tliat he has one They retire, all retire with convenient 
dcspitcli through a Champagne trodden mto a (juagmirc, the 
wild weather pouring on them Dumounez, through his Keller 
manns and Dillons, pntking them a hltlc m the hinder parts 
A Iillle, not much , now pnekmg, now negoliatmg for Bruns 
wick has his eyes opened, and the Jlajesty of Prussia Is a 
repentant Majesty 

Nor has Austria prospered , nor the Rooden Horse of Thion 
sille bitten hts liay , nor Lille City surrendered itself The 
LiMe trenches opened on the iOth ol the month , with baits 
and shells and redhot halls , as it not trendies but Vesuvius 
and the Pit had opened. It was frightful, «ay all ey e-witncsscs , 
but It is mcflectual Tlic Lillcrs has e risen to such temper , 
especially after these news from Argonne and the Last. Not a 

* lint Farl III. J9, • MiUasu, Ll 71 
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SansMudispcnsablcs in Lille that would surrender for a King’s ciIAP. viii 
ransom, llcdhot balls rain, day and niglit; ‘ six thousand,’ Oct n, 1792 
or so, and bombs ‘ filled iulcrnally with oil ol turpentine which 
splashes up in flame ’ ; — ^mainly on the dwellings of the Sans- 
culotlcs and Poor; the strccls ol the Pich being spared. But 
the Sansculottes get water-pails ; form quenching-regulations : 

‘ The ball is in Peter’s house ! ’ ‘ Tlic ball is in John’s ! ’ They 
di\ddc their lodging and substance with each other ; shout 
Vive In UipuhUguc ; and faint not in heart. A ball thunders 
through the main chamber of the II6tcl-dc-Villc while the 
Commune is there assembled : * We arc in permanence,’ says 
one coldly, proceeding with his business ; and the ball remains 
permanent too, sticking in the wall, probably to this day.^ 

The Austrian Archduchess (Queen’s Sister) will herself see 
red artillery fired : in their over-haste to satisfy an Arch- 
duchess, ‘ t\YO mortars explode and kill thirty persons.’ It is 
in vain ; Lille, often burning, is always quenched again ; Lille 
will not yield. The very boys deftly wrench the matches out 
of fallen bombs : ^ a man clutches a rolling ball with liis hat, 
which takes fire; when cool, they crown it with a horryici roiige,^ 

Jlcmorablc also be that nimble Barber, who wlicn the bomb 
burst beside him, snatched up a sherd of it, introduced soap 
and lather into it, crying, ‘ Voila inon plat d harhc, My new 
shaving-dish 1 ’ and shaved ‘ fourteen people ’ on the spot. 

Bravo, thou nimble Shaver; worthy to shave old spectral 
Rcdeloak, and find treasures ! — On the eighth day of this 
desperate siege, the sixtli clay of October, Austria, finding it 
fruitless, draws off, with no pleasurable consciousness ; rapidly, 

Dumouricz tending thiVliersvard ; and Lille too, black with 
ashes and smoulder, but jubilant skyhigh, flings its gates open. 

Tlic Plat d harhc became fashionable ; ‘ no Patriot of an elegant 
turn,’ sa3"s Mcrcicr several years afterwards, ‘ but shaves 
himself out of the splinter of a Lille bomb.’ 

Quid imilia, 'Why many words ? The Invaders are in flight ; 
Brunswick’s Host, the third part of it gone to death, staggci's 
disastrous along the deep highways of Champagne ; spreading 
out also into ‘ the fields of a tough spongy red-coloured clay ’ : 

— like Pharaoh through a Bed Sea of mud,’ says Goetlie ; 

‘ for here also lay broken chariots, and riders and foot seemed 

* Botn 6 ar(fefnett( <{c Lillt (in Hist. ParU xx. 63*71), 
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ROOK I slrceK — straight indeed and good, but proportionabh tar too 
Oct. II iras narrow I haw m ri\ life, seen nothing like it the aspect 
of it might perhaps be compared to that ot a swoln netr 
which has been mging over meadows and fields, and is now 
again obliged to press itself through a narrow bridge, and flow 
on m Its bounded channel Down the long street all visible 
from our windows, there swelled continualh the strangest 



1 rNFlLU 


tide a high donble-«eale\l travelling coach towered aa«Wc 
owe the flood ot things. >\e thought of the fair Freoeh 
iTomen sve had «ccn m the morning It was not the\ bow 
ever, it was Count llaugwitx him j'ou could look at. with a 
kind ot saixlonic malice rocking onward*, step bN step there 
In sueh untnuro pliant Ihoccssion has the llrunswick Mam 
festo issueil 1 Nav in worse ‘ in Negotiation with these nu« 
emats’ — the first news of which produced such a ren’oon 
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in the Emigrant nalnre, ns ptil our Kcicnlific World-PocL * in CHAP, VIII 
fear for the \viti5 of .several.*' There is no help: they niusltM. 
fare on, these poor Emijp'ant.s, nngn* n-ith nil }>crsons and 
things, ntul making nil persons nngry in tlic hapless course 
they slnick into. Landlord and landlady testify to yo\i, nt 
fahks-dlintt, how insupportahlo these Fnmehtnen arc : how, 
in spite of stteh hvuniliation. of poverty and probable beggary, 
there is ever tljc same struggle for precedence, the same forward- 
ness and want of discretion. High in hojuujr, nl the head of 
the table, you witli yo\ir own eyes observe not a Seigneur, 
hut the automaton of a Seigneur fallen into dotage; still 
worshipped, reverently waited on and fed. In misecllancous 
scats is a miscellany of soldiers, commissaries, adventurers ; 
consxtming silently their barbarian victuals, ' On all brows 
is to he read a hard destiny; all are silent, for each has his 
own sufferings to hear, and looks forth into misery witliout 
bounds/ One hasty wanderer, coming in, and eating without 
tmgrrvciousness what is set before him, the landlord lets off 
almost scot-free, ' lie is/ whispered the landlord to me, 

‘ the first of the^^e cursed people I have seen condescend to 
taste our German black bread/ " 


And Dnmourier. is in Paris; lauded a!\d feasted; paraded 
in glittering saloons, floods of hentdifulcst blonde-dresses and 
hroadclolh-coals flowing past liim, endless, in admiring jo}% 
One night, nevertheless, in the splendour of one such scene, 
he sees himself suddenly apostrophised by a squalid tmjoyful 
Figtirc, who has come in uninvited, nay dosjiito of nil lackeys ; 
nn unjoyful Figixrc ! The Figure is come * in express mission 
from the Jacobins/ to inquire shnri>ly, l5cLtcr llicn than Inter, 
to\iching certain things : * Shaven eyebrows of Volunteer 

Patriots, for instance ? ’ Also, * your tJircats of shivering in 
pieces ? ’ Also, * why you Irnvc not chased Brunswick hotly 
enough ? * Tlius, with sharp croak, inquires the Figijrc. — 
’ Ah, c^cst voUs^ qu'on appcllc Maral, You arc he they call Marat ! ’ 
answers the General, and turns coldly on his heel." — ‘Afaral ! * 
Tlic blonde-gowns quiver like aspens ; the dress-coats gather 


^ Cj r !/ 7 in /Vj fihei'h , Grtet h C** U"frle,%xr. 152. ^ pp. 2 1 o* 1 2. 

* Darrtojficr, iil. 115.— MaraCs ncconnl, in ihc Pihis tie i JtUf lifts ant! fatrnal de 
In /I/fu^!iptf {//isf. Pnrl, xit. r.^rcfs to the liirnin;: on the heel, but striven to 

interpret h ilifTercntly. 

voi.. ir. o round ; 


o 




210 


SEPTEMBER 


BOOK I round ; Actor Talma (for it is his house). Actor Talma, and 
Oct 11, 1702 almost the very chandelier-lights, are blue: till this obscene 
Spectrum, sirart unearthly ^’lsual-Appeaxance, vaiuA, badt 
into its native Night. 

General Diunomiez, in lew brief days, is gone again, towards 



the Netherlands; will attack the Netlierlands, winter though 
it be. And General Jfontesquioa, on the Southeast, has drircn 
in the Sardini.'in Jlajcsty ; nay, almost without a shot 
has taken Savoy from him, which longs to become a pie« ®‘ 
the Republic, And Gcnci^ Cuiline, on the Northeast, has 
' dashed 
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(lushed forth on Spires atul its Arsenal ; atul then on Electoral CHAP. VIll 

Mcnlr. not uninvited, wherein arc Gennan Democrats 11,1702 

no shadow of an I’ilcetor now: so that in the last days of 

Ocloher, Frau I'orslcr, a daughter of Hcync’s, somewhat 

dcmocralic, walking out of the Gale of Menlz with her Husband, 

ilnds l‘>cnch soldiers playu^g at bowls with cannon-balls there. 

Forster trij)s (diccrfully over one iron bomb, Milh * Live the 

Republic!’ A black-bearded National Guard answers: * 7 ?//e 

viira //fen sans vous, It will probublv live independently of 

von/ ' 

% 

* jeSAun CIcorv: /«>;>/;;• .v tKr^), i. SS. 
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TiiK urunrRATnr 

France therefore has done two things verj completely* she 
has hurled bach her Cimmenan Invaders far os*er Aie marches , 
and IDscwise she has shattered her own internal Social Consti 
tuUon, eaen to the minutest fibre ol it, into wreck and dis 
solution Utterh it is all altered * from King down to Parish 
Constable, all Authontics, Magistrates, Judges, persons that 
bore rule, have had* on the sudden, to alter themsch eo, so far 
05 needful , or else, on the sudden, and not without violence, 
to be altered , a Patnot * Executive Counal ot Ministers,* 
with a Patriot Danton in it, and then a whole Nation and 
National Convention, have taken care of that. Not n Parish 
Constable, in the farthest handet, who has said De par te Hot, 
and shown loindtj, but must retire, making wax for a new 
improved Parish Constable who can saj Df par la Ufpxihhqaf 
It IS a change such as llistorj must her readers to imapne, 
tindescnbed. An instantaneous change of the whole bodx* 
politic, tlie soul politic being all changed , such a change 
as few bodies, politic or other, can experience in this world 
Saj, perhaps, such as poor Njonpb Semelc's bodx did expen 
cncc, when she trould needs, with woman’s humour, see her 
OljTnpian Jove as xtrx Jove; — and so stood, poor Nvmph. 
this moment Semele, neat moment not Semele. but FLxme and 
a Stntue of red hot Ashes 1 France has looked upon Demo- 
cracy , seen it face to face —The Cimmenan Invaders will 
rally, in humbler temper, with better or worse luck * the wreck 
and dissolution must reshape itself Into a social Arrangeroent 
as it can and max But as for this National Convention, 

whteb 
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^vluoh 5s lo scUlc every U\5n}», 51 il do, as Deputy Tainc and 
France jicncrnlly expects, j^ct alt finished ^ in a few monllis/ 
we shall call il a most dc(l Convention. 

In Inilh, it is very sin«xular lo see liow this mercurial French 
People plunged stuldcnly from FiVr Ic Jioi to FiVr la JttpuhUquc ; 
and goes simtnering and dancing, shaking off daily (so lo speak), 
and tnnnpling into the dust, its old social garnitures, ways of 
thinking, rules of existing ; and cheerfully dances towards the 
Hulelcvs» Unknown, with such hope in its heart, and nothing 
but Freedom f Equality, and Brotherhood in its mouth. Is it 
two ccnt\iries, or is it only two years, since all France roared 
simultaneously to the welkin, bursting forth into sound and 
smoke at its Feast of Pihes^, * Live the Restorer of Frcncli 
Liberty ’ ? Three sliorl years ago there was still Versailles 
and an Oal-de-Ra'uf : now there is that watched Circuit of 
the Temple, girl uith dragon-eyed Mimicipals, wlicrc, ns in 
its final iirnbo, Royalty lies extinet. In the year 17S0, Con- 
sUtticnt Deputy Rarrtire ‘wept,’ in his Jhcah-of-Day News- 
paper, at sight of a reconciled King I.ouis; and now in 1T02, 
Convention Deputy Barre^rc, perfectly tearless, may be consider- 
ing, whcUicr the reconciled King Louis shall he guillotined 
or not 1 

Old garnitures and social vestures drop off (we say) so fast, 
being indeed quite decayed, and arc trodden under the National 
dance. And the i^cw vestures, where arc they ; the new modes 
and rules? Liberty, Kqualily, Fratenuty: not vestures, but 
the wish for vestures I The Nation is for the present, figura- 
tively speaking, naked ; it has no rule or vesture ; but is naked, 
— a Sansculotlic Nation. 

So far therefore, and in such manner, Imvc our Patriot 
Brissots, Gundets triumphed, ’l^'crgniatidts Kr^ckicl-visions of 
the fall of thrones and croums, which he spake liypothctically 
and prophetically in the Spring of the year, have suddenly 
come to fulfilment in Uic Autumn. Our eloquent Patriots of 
the Legislative, like strong Conjurors, by the %vord of their 
mouth, have swept Royalism with its old modes and formulas 
to the winds ; and shall now govern a France free of formulas. 
Free of formulas 1 And yet man lives not except with formulas ; 
vnlh customs, xcays of doing and livdng : no text truer than this ; 
whidi will hold tnic from the Tea-table and Tailor’s shopboard 
up lo the High Senate-houses, Solemn Temples ; nay through 

all 
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bU provinces of 3Iind and Imagination, onwards to the outmost 
confines of articulate Bcmg , — Vbi homxnes runt rnodt runt 
There are modes whemer there are men It is the deepest 
law of man’s nature ; wherehy man is a craftsman and * tool 
using animal ’ ; not the slave of Impube, Chance, and brute 
Nature, but in some measure their lord Twenty five milhons 
of men, suddenly stnpt bare of their modi, and dancing them 
down in that manner, are a terrible thing to govern 1 

Eloquent Patriots of the Legislati\e, meanwhile, have pre- 
cisely this problem to sohe Under the name and mclmame 
of ‘statesmen, hommer d'itat* of ‘moderate men, modA’cnlmf,* 
of Bnssotms, Ilolandms, finally of Gtrondirts, they shall become 
world famous m soUung it For the Twentj fi\e nulhons are 
Gallic effers escent too , — filled both with hope of the unuttcr 
able, of universal Fraternity and Golden Age , and with terror 
of the unutterable, Cimmerian Europe all ralljung on us It 
IS a problem like few Truly, if man, as the Philosophers brag, 
did to any extent look before and after, what, one may ask, 
m many coses would become of lum ? MTiot, in this case, 
would become of these Seven hundred and Fortj rune men t 
The Con\'ention, seeing clearly before and after, were a paralj’sed 
CQn\ cntion Seeing clearly to the length of its own nose, it w not 
paral j sed 

To the Contention itself neither the work nor the method 
of doing it IS doubtful 1 To make the Constitution , to defend 
tile Republic till that be made Speedily enough, accordingly, 
there has been a ‘ Committee of the Constitution * got together 
Sieyis, Old Constituent, Constitution builder by trade; Con 
dorcct, fit for belter tlungs , Deputy Pame, foreign Benefactor 
of the Species with that * red carbuncled face and the black 
beammg cy es ’ ; ll^rault de S^cUcs, Ex Patlemcnteer, one 
of the handsomest men in France , Uicse, with infenor guild 
brethren, are girt dieerfully to the work ; will once more ‘ make 
the Constitution * , let us hope, more effectually than last 
time For that the Constitution can be made, who doubts 
— unless the Gospel of Jean Jacques came into the world in'aln ? 
True, our last Constitution did tumble within the year, to 
lamentably. But what then , except sort tlie rubbish and 
boulders, and build Uiera up again better? ‘Miden your 
basis.’ for one thing —to Unii crsal Suffrage, if nceil be ; exclude 
rotten malenals. Royalism and suchlike, for another thing 
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And h\ brief, huiUit 0 n!^?Jpcnkablc Sicyes nncl Company, nn- CHAIM 
wearied I Frequent pcriloiiK downnusbinj: of Kcaffolding and Sqiu 2 i, 
nibblcwork, bo that nn irritation, no discouragement. Start 
ye always again, clearing aside the wreck ; if with broken limbs, 
yet with whole hearts ; m\d btiild, we say, in the name of Heaven, 

— till either the work do stand ; or else matddnd abandon it, 
and the Constitution-builders be paid off, with laughter and 
tears ! One good time, in the course of Ktcniity, it was 
appointed that this of Social Contract loo should trj' itself out. 

And so the Committee of Constitution shall toil : with hope and 
faith ; — with no disturbance from any render of these pages. 

To make the Constitution, then, and return home joyfully 
in a few months ; this is the prophecy our National Convention 
gives of itself; by this seientiftc program shall its operations 
and cvenCs go on. But from the l)rst scientific program, in 
s\ich a case, to the nclunl ftilfilmcnl, what a difference 1 Every 
reunion of men, is it not, ns we often say, n reunion of incnlcul- 
able Influences ; every unit of it a microcosm of Influences ; 

— of which how shall Science calculate or prophesy ? Science, 
which cannot, \rith all its calculuses, differential, integral, and 
of variatious, caletdate the Prohlem of Three gravitating 
Ilmlics, otight to hold her pence here, and say only : In this 
National Convention tlicrc arc Seven-hundred and Forty-nine 
vcr>‘ singular Bodies, that gn*avilatc and do much else ; — who, 
probably in an anuiring manner, will work the appointment of 
Ileavcm 

Of National Asscmhlngcs, Parliaments, Congresses, which 
have long sat ; which arc of saturnine temperament ; above 
all. which arc not * dreadfully in earnest,’ something maj' be 
computed or conjectured : yet even these arc n kind of Alysleiy" 
in progress, — whereby accordingly we see the Journalist 
Reporter find livelihood : even these jolt madly out of the 
nils, from time to time, IIow mucli more a poor National 
Convention, of French vehemence ; urged on at such velocity ; 
without routine, without rut, track or landmark ; and dread- 
fully in earnest every man of them I It is a Parliament literally 
such as there was never elsewhere in the world. Themselves 
arc new, unarranged ; thc^' arc the Heart and presiding centre 
of a France fallen wholly into maddest disarrangement. From 
all cities, hamlets, from the utmost ends of this France with its 
Twenty-five million vehement souls, thick-streaming influences 

storm-in 
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BOOK n storm m on that same Heart, m the Salle de Manage, and 
Sept. 21, storm out again such fiery venous arterial circulation is the 
function of that Heart Seven himdred and Forty lune human 
individuals, we say, never sat together on our Earth under more 
onginal circumstances Common mdividuals most of them, 
or not far from common yet in virtue of the position they 
occupied, so notable How, in tjus wild pipmg of the whirl 
wind of human passions, with death, victory, terror, vdour, 
and all height and all depth pealing and piping, these men, left 
to their own guidance, will speak and act ? 

Readers know well that this French National Convention 
(quite contrary to its own Program) became the astomshment 
and horror of mankind, a kmd of Apocalyptic Convention, 
or black Bream become real , concerning which History seldom 
speaks except m the way of interjection . how it covered 
France with wo, delusion, and delinmn , and from its bosom 
there went forth Death on the pale Horse To hate this poor 
National Convention is easy , to praise and love it has not been 
found impossible It is, as we say, a Parliament m the most 
original circumstances To us, m these pages, be it as a fuli- 
ginous fiery mystery, where Upper has met Nether, and m 
such alternate glare and blackness of darkness poor bedazzled 
mortals know not which is Upper, which is Nether , but rage 
and plunge distractedly, as mortals in that case will do A 
Convention which has to consume itself, smeidally, and 
become dead ashes — ^with its "World 1 Behoves us not to 
enter exploratively its dim embroiled deeps , yet to stand with 
unwavering eyes, looking how zfc welters , what notable phases 
and occurrences it will successively throw up 

One general superficial circumstaJice we remark with praise 
the force of Pohteness To such depth has the sense of civihsa 
tion penetrated man’s hfe , no Drouet, no Legendre, in the 
maddest tug of war, can altogether shake it off Debates 
of Senates dreadfully m earnest are seldom given frankly to 
the world , else perhaps they would surpnse it Did not the 
Grand Monarque himself once chase his Louvois with a pair 
of brandished tongs ? But reading long volumes of these 
Convention Debates, all m a foam with fonous earnestness, 
earnest many tunes to the extent of hfe and death, one is 
struck rather with the degree of contmence they mamfest w 

speedi. 
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speech; mul how in such wild ebullition, there is still a kind 
of polite rule slnip/^Hng for mastery, and the forms of social 
life never alto^tcther diKaj>jH\nr. Tlxese men, though they 
menace with clenchc<l right-hands, do not clutch one another 
by tlic collar; they dmw no daggers, except for oratorical 
purj)oscs, and this not often : jn-ofanc K^vcnring is almost un- 
known, though the Keports arc frank cnoiigh ; we find only 
one or two oaths, oaths by Marat, reported in all. 

For the rest, that there is ‘effervescence’ who doubts? 
Kf/ervc5ccrmc enough; Decrees passed by acclamation locIaj% 
rcpcaletl by vociferation tomorrow; Icmjxcr fitful, most rota- 
tory-changeful, always headlong ! The * voice of the orator is 
covered with nimoxirs ’ ; a hundred ‘ honourable ISIcmhcrs nish 
with menaces towards the Left side of the Hall ’ ; Pn\sidcnt has 
‘ broken three hells in suecession,’ — c!nj)s on Ixis hat, ns signal 
that tlic country is near nnned, A fiercely cffcrv’csccnt Old- 
CalHc Assemblage ! — Ah. how the loud sick so\inds of Debate, 
and of Life, which is a dchatr, sink silent one after another : 
so loud now, and in a little while so low I Brennus, and 
those antique Gael Captains, in their way to Home, to Galatia 
and s\U'h places, nhithcr they were itx the habit of marching 
in the most fiery manner, had Debates effervescent, doubt 
it not; though no Mouitrur lias reported them. They scolded 
in Celtic Webb, those Ilnumuscs ; neither were the}" Sans- 
culotte ; nay rather breeehes {hraccer, say of felt or rough- 
leather) were the only thing they had ; being, ns Livy testifies, 
naked down (n the haunches and, sec, it is the same sort 
of work and of men still, now when they have got coats, and 
speak nasally a kind of broken Latin 1 Hut, on the wliolc, 
docs not Tnu\ envelope this present National Convention ; as 
it did those Brennuses, and ancient august Senates in felt 
breeches ? Time surely : and also Eternity. Dim dusk of 
Time, — or noon, which will I)c dusk ; and then there is night, 
and silence ; and Time u*ith all its sick noises is swallowed in 
the still sea. Pity thy brother, 0 son of Adam ! The angriest 
frothy jargon that he niters, is it not properly the whimpering 
of an infant which cannot speak what ails it, but is in distress 
clearly, in the inwards of it ; and so must squall and whimper 
continually, till its Mother take it, and it gel — to sleep ! 


CHAIM 
Sept, 21, 
1702 


This Convention is not four days old, and the melodious 

Melibcean 
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BOOK II he draTTs forth — a Pistol , and setting it to his Bead the 
Sfpt Si seat of such thought and prophecy, sa^•s * If thej had passed 
iras their Accusation Decree, he, the People’s Fnend irould have 
blown his brains out,* A People s Fnend has that faculty 
in him For the rest, as to this of the two-hundred and strtj 
thousand Aristocrat Heads, Barat candidly savs, ' Cest U 
non n-is. Such is mj opinion ’ Also is it not indisputable 
* No power on Earth can prevent me from seeing into traitors, 
and unmaskmg them ’ — by m\ superior onginahty of mind t ^ 
\n honourable loeniber like this Fnend of the People few 
terrestrial Parbaments have had 

We observe, however that this first onslaught bj the Fnends 
of Order as sharp and prompt as it was, has faded For 
neither can Robespierre, summoned out bv talk of Dictator- 
ship and greeted with the like rumour on showing himself 
be thrown into Prison into Accusation , not though Bar- 
barous openl\ bear testimony against him and sign it on 
paper tWth sudi sanctified meekness does the Incorrupbhlc 
lift his seagteen dteek to the smiter , hft his thm voice, and 
with jesmtic dextent\ plead, and prosper, asking at lasK m a 
prosperous manner * But what witnesses has the Citoyen Bar- 
baroux to support his tcstimona ? * * Voi f ’ cnes hot Rebecqxu 
standing up striking his breast with both hands and answer- 
ing * Me 1 * * Neverthdess thft Seagreen pleads again, and 
mahes it good the long huih burly, * personal merdv,* while 
so much public matter bcs fallow, has ended m the order of 
the da\ O Fnends of the Gironde, whv will von occupr our 
august sessions with mere paltry Peisonahties, while the grand 
Nationahtv hes m such a stale t — The Gironde has toudied, 
this da\ , on the foul black-spot of its fair Convention Domain , 
has trodden on it, and vet net trodden it down \las, it is a 
trfll-rpnng as we said this hlad: spot , and will not tread 
down I 

• V'-mt/xr Nos. **I *01. fttaSint Mo<*« */■»»»*- 

••I 1$ *•«. liCirtTtr car reita'a, W la cs<«, Vetoly 

* A -xisrxr « sjwi » j <of<wibre. 


Chapter II 




THE EXECUTIVE 221 


CHAP. II 
Sept. 1792 

CHAPTER II 

THE EXECUTIVE 

May not conjecture therefore that round this grand 
enterprise of Making the Constitution, there will, as hereto- 
fore, very strange embroilments gather, and questions and 
interests complicate themselves ; so that after a few or even 
several months, the Convention will not have settled every- 
thing ? Alas, a whole tide of questions comes rolling, boiling ; 
growing ever wider, without end 1 Among which, apart from 
tliis question of September and Anarchy, let us notice three 
which emerge oftener than the others, and promise to become 
Leading Questions : Of the Armies ; of the Subsistences ; 
thirdly, of the Dethroned King. 

As to the Armies, Public Defence must evidently be put on 
a proper footing ; for Europe seems coalising itself again ; 
one is apprehensive even England will join it. Happily 
Dumouriez prospers in the North ; — ^nay, what if he should 
prove too prosperous, and become Liberiicide, Murderer of 
Freedom I — ^Dumouriez prospers, through this winter season ; 
yet not without lamentable complaints. Sleek Pache, the 
Swiss Schoolmaster, he that sat frugal in his Alley, the wonder 
of neighbours, has got lately — ^whither thinks the Reader ? 

To be Minister of War! Madame Roland, struck with his 
sleek ways, recommended him to her husband as Clerk ; the 
sleek Clerk had no need of salary, being of true Patriotic temper ; 
he would come with a bit of bread in his pocket, to save dinner 
and time ; and munching incidentally, do three men’s work 
in a day; punctual, silent, frugal, — ^the sleek Tartuffe that 
he was. Wherefore Roland, in the late Overturn, recom- 
mended him to be War-Minister. And now, it would seem, 
he is secretly undermining Roland ; playing into the hands of 
your hotter Jacobins and September Commune ; and cannot, 
like strict Roland, be the Veto des Coquins ! ^ 

How the sleek Pache might mine and undermine, one knows 
not well ; this however one does know : that his War-Office 
has become a den of thieves and confusion, such as all men 

1 Madame Roland, ii. 237, etc. 


shudder 



224 


REGICIDE 


BOOR 11 Peputies, reporting this business, adnut that, on the edge of 
Sept-Oct homd death, they did fix, or affect to fix the Pnce of Gram 
1792 loj. ^hich, be it also noted, the Convention, a Convention that 
^nll not be trifled "mth, sees good to reprimand them ' 

But as to the ongm of these Gram Riots, is it not most 
probably your secret Royalists agam ? Glimpses of Priests 
yrere discermble m this of Chartres, — to the eye of Patnotism 
Or indeed may not * the root of it all he m the Temple Pnson 
m the heart of a perjured Kmg ’ well as we guard him ? * 
Unhappy perjured Kmg I — And so there shall be Baker s 
Queues by and by, more sharp tempered than ever on every 
Raker’s door rabbet an iron rmg, and coil of rope , whereon, 
^Yith firm gnp, on this side and that, we form our Queue 
but mischievous deceitful persons cut the rope, and our Queue 
becomes a ravelment, wherefore the coil must be made of 
jTon cham * Also there shall be Pnees of Gram well fixed , 
but then no gram purchasable by them bread not to be had 
except by Ticket from the Mayor, few ounces per mouth daily , 
after long swaying, with firm gnp, on the cham of the Queue 
And Hunger shall stalk direful, and Wrath and Suspicion, 
whetted to the Preternatural pitch, shall stalk , as those 
other preternatural ‘ shapes of Gods in their wrathfulness * 
were discerned stalking, m * glare and gloom of that fire ocean,’ 
when Troy Town fell 1 — 


CHAPTER III 

DISCED ED 

But the question more pressmg than all on the Legislator, 
as yet, IS this third What shall be done with Kmg Loms ? 

King Louts, now King and Majesty to his own family alone 
m their own Prison Apartment alone, has, for months past, 
been mere Ixmis Capet and the Traitor Veto with the rest of 
France Shut m his Circuit of the Temple, he has heard and 
seen the loud whirl of thmgs , ydls of September Massacres, 
Brunswick war thunders dying off m disaster and discomfitur^ 
he passive, a spectator merely, waiting whither it would 

» JM tarl Jti. 4,0. * Titd IX 409 ’ M«tc er Pans 
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please to ^vlurl with him. From the neighbouring ^vin(lowf^, CHAI*. Ill 
the curious, not Avilhout pity, might see him walk daily, at a Bcpl.-Oct. 
certain hour, in the Temple Garden, wth liis Queen, Sister 
and two Children, all Uiat now belongs to him in this Earlh.^ 

Quietly he walks and waits ; for lie is not of lively feelings, 
and is of a devout heart. Tlic wearied Irresolute has, at 


least, no need of resolving now. Ilis daily meals, lessons to 
his Son, daily walk in the Garden, daily game at ombre or 
draughts, fill up the day : the morrow will provide for itself. 

The morrow indeed ; and yet How ? Louis asks, IIow ? 
France, witli perhaps still more solicitude, asks. Howl A 
King dethroned by insurrection is verily not easy to dispose 
of. Keep him prisoner, he is a secret centre for the Dis- 
affected, for endless plots, attempts and hopes of tlicirs. 
Banish him, he is an open centre for them ; his royal %var- 
standard, with wliat of divinity it has, unrolls itself, summon- 
ing tlic world. Put him to death ? A cruel questionable 
extremity that too: and yet the likeliest in these extreme 
circumstances, of insurrcclionarj’' men, wliosc own life and 
dcatlx lies staked : accordingly it is said, from the last step of 
Uic tlironc to the first of tlic scaffold there is short distance. 


But, on the whole, we will remark here that this business 


of Louis looks altogether different now, as seen over Seas and 
at Uic distance of forty-four years, from wliat it looked then, 
in France, and stniggling confused all round one. For indeed 
it is a most lying thing that same Past Tense always : so 


beautiful, sad, almost Elysian-.sacrcd, ‘ in the moonliglit of 


Memorj',’ it seems ; and seems only. For observe, always one 
most imporhint element is surreptitiously (we not noticing it) 
withdrawn from the Past Time : the liaggard element of Fear ! 
Not there does Fear dwell, nor Uncertainty, nor Anxiety ; but 
it dwells here ; haunting us, tracking us ; running like an 
accursed ground-discord through all the music-tones of our 
Existence ; — mailing the Tense a mere Present one ! Just to 
is it %vith tins of Louis. 'Why smite the fallen ? aslrs ^fagna- 
nimity, out of danger now. He is fallen so low this once-high 
man I no criminal nor traitor, how far from it ; but the un- 
happiest of Human Solecisms : whom if abstract Justice had 
to pronounce upon, she might well become concrete Pity, 
and pronounce only sobs and dismissal ! 


J Mwe, t 123 ? 224, etc. 
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BOOKtl So argues retrospective Magnanimity but Pusillanimitj, 
Sept^ct. present, prospective? Reader, tbou hast never lived for 
months, under the rustle of Prussian gallovrs ropes , never 
wert thou portion of a National Sahara waltz. Twenty five 
millions ninnmg distracted to fight Brunswick 1 Knights 
Errant themselves, when they conquered Giants usually slew 
the Giants quarter was only for other Knights Errant, who 
knew courtesy and the laws ot battle The French Nation 
in sfflvultaneous, desperate dead pull and as if by nuiacle of 
madness, has pulled down the most dread Gohath, huge with 
the growth of ten centuries , and cannot heheve, though his 
giant bulk, covermg acres, lies prostrate, bound with peg and 
packthread, that he will not nse again, man devouring , that 
the victory is not partly a dream Terror has its scepticism , 
miraculous victory its rage of vengeance Then as to cnmin 
ality, IS the prostrated Giant who will devour us if he nse, 
an innocent Giant ? Curate Grdgoire who indeed is now 
Constitutional Bishop Gr^goire asserts, m the heat of elo- 
quence, that ICingship by the very nature of it is a crune 
capital , that Kmgs* Houses are as wild beasts' dens * Lastly 
consider this that there is on record a Tnal of Charles First I 
This prmted Trial of Charles First is sold and read e\ery 
where at present spectacle ' Thus did the Enghsh 

People judge their XjTant and become the fitest of Free Peoples 
which feat, by the grace of Destmy, may not France now 
nval ? Scepticism of terror, rage of miraculous victorj , sub 
hme spectacle to the umverse — all thmgs pomt one fatal 
way 

Such leadmg questions, and their endless incidental ones — 
of September Anarchists and Departmental Guard , of Gram 
Riots, plaintive Interior Mimsters , ot Annies, Hassenfratz 
dilapidations , and what is to be done with Louis, — ^beleaguer 
and embrod this Convention , which would so gladly make the 
Constitution rather All w^ch questions, too, as we often 
urge of such thmgs, are m grcmili , they grow in every French 
head, and can be seen growing also, very curiously, m this 
migbty welter of Parhamentary Debate, of Public Business 
which the ConvenUon has to do A question emerges so 
small at first , is put off, submerged , but always xeemerges 

* Mvn liur S^inci-da al Sepltmbre An 

» Moore s/»«r*ta/ u. 16^ 


bigger 
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bipgcr iJian before. It is n curious, indeed an indescribable 
sort of growth which such things have. 

^Vc perceive^ however, both by iis frequent recmcrgcncc 
and by its ra])id cnlarpcinci\l of bulk, that this Question of 
King Louis will take the lead of all the rest. And truly, in 
that ease, it 'will take the lead in u much deeper sense. For 
as Anron^s Rod swallowed all the other serpents; so will the 
Foremost Question, whichever may get foremost, absorb all 
other questions and interests ; and from it and the decision of 
it will they all, so to speak, be horn, or new-boni, and have 
shape, physiognomy and destiny corresponding. It was 
appointed of Fate that, in tliis wide-weltering, strangely 
growing, monstrous stupendous imbroglio of Convention Busi- 
ness, the grand First-Parent of all the questions, controversies, 
measures and enterprises wliich were to be evolved there to 
(he world’s astonislimcnL should be this Question of King 
I^uis. 


CHAP. Ill 
{?cpU-Oct. 
1702 


CHAPTER IV 

THi: i.osi:n pays 

Tun SixUi of November 1702 was a great day for the Re- 
public : outwardly, over the Frontiers ; inwardly, in the Sollc 
dc Manege, 

Outwardly : for Dumouricr,, ovcminning Uic Netherlands, 
did, on Uiat day, come in contact with Saxc-Tcschen and the 
Austrians ; Dumouricz wide-winged, they vdde-winged ; at 
and around the village of Jemappes, near Mens. And fire- 
hail is whistling far and wide there, the great guns playing, 
and the small ; so many green Heights getting fringed and 
maned wnth red Fire. And Dumouricz is sivcpt back on this 
wing, and swept back on that, and is like to be swept back 
utterly ; when he rushes up in person, the prompt Polj’mctis ; 
speaks a prompt word or two ; and then, with clear tenor- 
pipe, ‘ uplifts the Hymn of the Alarscillcsc, cnionna la Mar- 
seillaise,'^ ^ ten-thousand tenor or bass pipes joining ; or say, 
some Forty-thousand in all ; for every heart leaps at tlie 

* Dumouricr, Mentoira, iii. 174. 
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BOOK II Sotind , and so -wit^ rhythmic march melody, •waxmg ever 
No» 6 , 1792 to double and to treble quich, they rally, they ad 

Vance, they rush, death-de^ung, man-devourmg ; carry 
batteries, r^outes, ^whatsoever is to be earned , and, ULe the 
hre-w^hirlivind, sweep all manner of Austrians from the scene 
of action. Thus, through the hands of Dumounez, may Rouget 
de LiUe, m figurative speech, be said to have gamed, miraeu 
lously, like another Orpheus, by his JlarseOlese fiddle-stnngs 
{fidibus eanoru), a Victory of Jemappes, and conquered the 
Ikiw Countnes 

Young General Egaht^ it would seem, shone brave among 
the bravest on this occasion Doubtless a brave Egahtd, — 
whom however does not Dumounez rather talk of oftener 
than need were t The Mother Society has her own thoughts 
As for the elder Egaht^, he flies low at this tune , appears 
m the Convention for some half hour daily, with rubicund, 
preoccupied or impassne quasi-eontemptuous countenance, 
and then takes himself away ^ The Netherlands are conquered, 
at least overrun. Jacobin missionanes, your prolj’s, Pereuus, 
follow m the tram of the Armies , also Convention Commis 
sioners, melting church plate, revolutiomsing and remodeling, 
— among whom Dantou, m bnef space, does immensities of 
busmess ; not neglecting his own wages and trade-profits, it 
IS thought. Hassenfratz dilapidates at home , Dumounez 
grumbles and thev dilapidate abroad witlua the walls there 
IS sinning, and without Idie walls there is sinning 

But m the Hall of the Convention, at the same hour with 
tins victory of Jemappes, there went another thing forward 
Report, of great length, from the proper appomted Com 
mitte^ on the Crimes of Louis The Galleries listen breath 
less; take comfort, ye Galleries Deputy Yalaz 4 Bepoiter 
On this occasion, thinks Ixiuis very cnnunal , and that, if 
Convenient, he should be tried , — poor Girondm Valazi, who 
may be tried himself, one day 1 Comfortable so far hay 
here comes a second Committee-reporter, Deputy Mailhe, with 
a Legal Argument, very prosy to read now, very refreshing to 
hear then. That, by the Law of the Country, Louis Capet 
Was only called Inviolable by a figure of rhetone , but at 
bottom was perfectlv violable, triable , that he can, and even 
should be tned This Question of I/)uts, emeiging so often 
* M<w 11. uS* 
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as an angry confused possibility, and submerging again, has CHAP. IV 
emerged now in an articulate shape. Nov. C, 1792 

Patriotism growls indignant joy. The so-called reign of 
Equality is not to be a mere name, then, but a thing ! Try 
Louis Capet ? scornfully ejaculates Patriotism. Mean criminals 
go to the gallows for a purse cut ; and this chief criminal, 
guilty of a France cut; of a France slashed asunder with 
Clotho-scissors and Civil war ; with his victims ‘ twelve- 
hundred on the Tenth of August alone ’ lying low in the Cata- 
combs, fattening the passes of Argonne Wood, of Valmy and 
for Fields ; hCy such chief criminal, shall not even come to 
the bar? — ^For, alas, O Patriotism! add we, it was from of 
old said, The loser pays ! It is he who has to pay all scores, 
run up by whomsoever ; on him must all breakages and charges 
fall ; and the tu^elve-hundred on the Tenth of August are 
not rebel traitors, but victims and martyrs : such is the law 
of quarrel. 

Patriotism, nothing doubting, watches over this Question 
of the trial, now happily emerged in an articulate shape ; and 
will see it to maturity, if the gods permit. With a keen solici- 
tude Patriotism watches ; getting ever keener, at every now 
difficulty, as Girondins and false brothers interpose delays ; 
till it get a keenness as of fixed-idea, and will have this Trial 
and no earthly thing instead of it,— if Equality be not a name. 

Love of Equality ; then scepticism of terror, rage of victory, 
sublime spectacle to the universe : all these things are strong. 

But indeed this Question of the Trial, is it not to all persons 
a most grave one ; filling vdtli dubiety many a Legislative 
head I Regicide? asks the Gironde Respectability. To kill 
a king, and become the horror of respectable nations and 
persons ? But then also, to save a king ; to lose one’s footing 
with the decided Patriot ; ' the undecided Patriot, though 
never so respectable, being mete hypothetic froth and no 
footing ? ^The dilemma presses sore ; and between the horns 
of it you wriggle round and round. Decision is nowhere, 
save in the Mother Society and her Sons, These have decided, 
and go forward : the others ^vriggle round uneasily within 
their dilemma-homs, and make way nowhither. 


Chapter V 
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BOOK II 
OcL Sd-Nov 
6, 1732 

CHAPTER V 

STRETCHIXG OF FORJIULAS 

But how this Question of the Tnal grew lahonously; through 
the wecTis of ge^tion, now that it has been articulated or 
conceived, were superfluous to trace here It cme^ed and 
submerged among the infinite of questions and embroilments 
The Veto ol Scoundrels writes plamtive I>ctters as to Anarchy , 
‘ concealed Royalists ’ aided by Hunger produce Riots about 
Gram Alas, it is but a weei. ago, these Girondms made a 
new fierce onslaught on the September l^Iassacres ! 

For, one day, among the last of October, Robespierre, bemg 
summoned to the tribune by some new hint of that old calumny 
of the Bictator^p, was speaking and pleading there, with 
more and more comfort to himself, till nsmg high m heart, 
he cned out vahantly Is there any man here that dare speci 
fically accuse me ? ‘ Moi > ' exclaimed one Pause of deep 
silence a lean angry httle Figure with broad bald brow, 
strode swiftly towards the tnbune, takmg papers from its 
pocket * I accuse thee, Robespierre,’ — I, Jean Baptiste 
Louvet I The Seagreen became tallowgrecn , shrinking to a 
comer of the tnbune Hanton cned * Speak, Rohespienre , 
there are many good citizens that listen ’ , hut the tongue 
refused its office And so Louvet, with a shnll tone, read 
and recited cmne after crime dictatonal temper, exdusive 
popularity, buUymg at elections mob retmue, September 
Hassacres> — till aU the Convention shrieked again, and had 
almost mdictcd the Incorruptible there on the spot Never 
did the Incorruptible run such a nsk Louvet, to his dying 
day, will regret that the Gironde did not take a bolder attitude, 
and ejrtmguish hun there and then 

Not so, however the Incorruptible about to be indicted 
m this sudden manner, could not be refused a week of delay 
That week, he is not idle , nor is the Mother Society idle — 
fierce tremulous for her chosen son He is ready at the daj 
with his written Speech , smooth as a Jesmt Doctor’s , and 
convinces some And now ? IVhy now lazy Vergmaud does 
not nse with Demosthenic thunder , poor Louvet, unprepared 

can 
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can do little or nothing : Barr^re proposes that these com- CHAP. V 
paratively despicable * personalities ^ be dismissed by order of Oct 29-Nov. 
the day ! Order of the day it accordingly is. Barbaroux 
cannot even get a hearing ; not though he rush down to the 
Bar, and demand to be heard there as a petitioner.' The 
Convention, eager for public business (with that first articulate 
emergence of the Trial just coming on), dismisses these com- 
parative miseres and despicabilities : splenetic Louvet must 
digest his spleen, regretfully for ever : Robespierre, dear to 
Patriotism, is dearer for the dangers he has run. 

This is the second grand attempt by our Girondin Friends 
of Order to extinguish that black-spot in their domain ; and 
we see they have made it far blacker and wider than before ! 

Anarchy, September Massacre : it is a thing that lies hideous 
in the general imagination ; very detestable to the undecided 
Patriot, of Respectability : a thing to be harped on as often 
as need is. Harp on it, denounce it, trample it, ye Girondin 
Patriots : — and yet behold, the black-spot will not trample 
down ; it will only, as we say, trample blacker and wider : 
fools, it is no black-spot of the surface, but a well-spring of the 
deep 1 Consider rightly, it is the Apex of the everlasting 
Abyss, this black-spot, looking up as waters through thin ice; ' 

— say, as the region of Nether Darlcness through your thin 
film of Gironde Regulation and Respectability : trample it 
not, lest the film break, and then — ! 

The truth is, if our Gironde Friends had an tmderstanding 
of it, where were French Patriotism, with all its eloquence, at 
this moment, had not that same great Nether Deep, of Bedlam, 

Fanaticism and Popular wrath and madness, risen unfathom- 
able on the Tenth of August ? French Patriotism were an 
eloquent Reminiscence ; s^vinging on Prussian gibbets. Nay, 
where, in few months, were it still, should the same great 
Nether Deep subside ? — ^Nay, as readers of Newspapers pretend 
to recollect, this hatefulness of the September Massacre is 
itself partly an after-thought : readers of Newspapers can quote 
Gorsas and various Brissotins approving of the September 
Massacre, at the time it happened ; and calling it a salutary 
vengeance.^ So that the real grief, after all, were it not so 

^ Louvet, Mimoires (Paris, 1823), P* 52 ; MoniUur (Stances, du 29 Octobre, 

5 Novembre, 1792) ; Moore, ii. 178, etc. 

- See HUU ParU xvii. 401 ; Newspapers by Gorsas and others (cited ihid, 42S). 
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BOOK II much righteous horror, as gnef that one’s own power was 
Nov 20, departing ? Unhappy Girondms I 

In the Jacobin Society, therefore, the decided Patriot com 
plains that here are men who with their pnvate ambitions and 
animosities will rum Liberty, Equahty, and Brotherhood, all 
three they check the spint of Patnotism , throw stumbimg 
blocks in Its way , and instead of pushmg on, all shoulders at 
the wheel, will stand idle there, spitefully clamounng what 
foul ruts there are, what rude jolts we give I To which the 
Jacobin Society answers with angry roar , — with angry shnek, 
for there are Citoyennes too thick crowded m the galleries 
here Citoyennes who bnng their seam with them, or their 
knitting needles , and shnek or knit as the case needs , famed 
Tncoteuses, Patnot Kmtters, Mere Duchesse, or the like 
Deborah and Mother of the Faubourgs, giving the key note 
It IS a changed Jacobm Society, and a still changing Where 
Mother Duchess now sits, authentic Duchesses have sat High 
rouged dames went once in jewels and spangles , now, mstead 
of jewels you may take the kmttmg needles and leave the 
rouge the rouge will gradually give place to natural brown, 
clean washed or even unwashed and Demoiselle Th^roigne 
herself get scandalously fustigated Strange enough, it is 
the same tnbune raised m mid air, where a high Jlirabeau, a 
high Bamave and Aristocrat Lameths once thundered , whom 
gradually your Bnssots Guadets, Vergmauds, a hotter style 
of Patnots m htmnei rouge, did displace, red hea^ as one 
may say, supersedmg hght And now your Bnssots in turn, 
and Bnssotins, Rolandms Girondms, are becoming super- 
numerary , must desert the sittings, or be expelled the light 
of the ilighty Mother is bummg not red but blue I — Pro 
vmcial Daughter Societies loudly disapprove these thmgs, 
loudly demand the swift reinstatement of such eloquent Giron 
dms, the swift ‘erasure of Marat, radiotim de Marat ^ The 
Mother Society, so far as natural reason can predict, seems 
ruimng herself Nevertheless she has at all crises seemed so , 
she has a prrfematural bfe m her, and will not mm 

But, m a fortnight more, this great Question of the Tnal, 
while the fit Committee is assiduously but silently working on 
it, receives an unexpected stimulus Our readers remember 
poor Louis’s turn for smith work how, m old happier days, a 

certain 
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certain Sieur Gamain of Versailles was wont to come over CHAP. V 
and instruct him in lock-making ; — often scolding him, they Nov. 20 , 
say, for his numbness. By whom, nevertheless, the royal 
Apprentice had learned something of that craft. Hapless 
Apprentice ; perfidious Master-Smith 1 For now, on this 
20th of November 1792, dingy Smith Gamain comes over to 
the Paris Municipality, over to Minister Roland, with hints 
that he. Smith Gamain, knows a thing ; that, in Slay last, 
when traitorous Correspondence was so brisk, he and the 
royal Apprentice fabricated an ‘ Iron Press, Armoire de Per,' 
cuimingly inserting the same in a wall of the royal chamber in 
the Tuileries ; imnsiblc under the wainscot ; where doubtless 
it still sticks ! Perfidious Gamain, attended by the proper 
Authorities, finds tlie wainscot panel which none else can find ; 

■wrenches it up ; discloses the Iron Press, — full of Letters and 
Papers ! Roland clutches them out ; conveys them over in 
towels to the fit assiduous Conunittee, wliich sits hard by. In 
towels, we say, and "without notarial inventory ; an oversight 
on the part of Roland. 

Here, however, ore Letters enough : which disclose to a . 
demonstration the Correspondence of a traitorous self-preserv- 
ing Court ; and this not with Traitors only, but even with • 

Patriots so-called I Barnave’s treason, of Correspondence with 
the Queen, and friendly advice to her, ever since that Varennes 
Business, is hereby manifest ; how happy that we have him, 
this Bamave, lying safe in the Prison of Grenoble, since Sep- 
tember last, for he had long been suspect ! Talleyrand’s 
treason, many a man’s treason, if not manifest hereby, is next 
to it. Mirabeau’s treason : wherefore his Bust in the Hall of 
the Convention ‘ is veiled with gauze,’ tUl we ascertain. Alas, 
it is too ascertainable ! His Bust in the Hall of the Jacobins, 
denounced by Robespierre from the tribune in mid-air, is not 
vefied, it is instantly broken to sherds ; a Patriot mounting 
swiftly ■with a ladder, and shivering it do"wn on the floor ; — it 
and others : amid shouts.^ Sueh is iheir recompense and 
amount of wages, at this date : on the principle of supply and 
demand. Smith Gamain, inadequately recompensed for the 
present, comes, some fifteen months after, with a humble 
Petition; setting forth that no sooner was that important 
Iron Press finished off by him, than (as he now bethinks him- 

' Journal des Dibats des Jacobins (in Hist. Part. xxii. 296). 
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may sit down ' Louis sits down • it is the very seat, they 
say, same timber and stuffing, from which he accept^ the 
Constitution, amid dancing and illumination, autumn gone a 
year. So much woodwork remains identical ; so much dse is 
not identical Loms sits and listens, Tnth a composed look 
and mmd 

Of the Fifty seven Questions we shall not give so much as 
one They are questions captiously embracmg all the mam 
Documents seized on the Tenth of August, or found lately m 
the Iron Press , embracmg all the mam incidents of the Revolu- 
tion History ; and they ask, in substance, this : Louis, who 
wert Kmg, art thou not guilty to a certam extent, by act and 
written document, of trying to continue Kmg ? Neither m the 
Answers is there much notable Mere quiet negations, for 
most part; an accused man standmg on the simple basis of 
No ; I do not recognise that document ; I did not do that act ; 
or did it according to the law that then was Whereupon 
the Fifty seven Questions, and Documents to the number of 
a Hundred and Sixty two, bemg exhausted m this manner, 
Eaniie finishes, after some three hours, with his ; * Louis, I 
invite you to withdraw.* 

Louis withdraws, under Mnmcipal escort, mto a neigh- 
bourmg Committee room ; having first, m leaving the bar, 
demanded to have Legal Counsel He dechnes refreshment, 
in this Committee-room, then, seemg Chaumette busy with 
a small loaf which a grenadier had divided with him, says, he 
will take a bit of bread It is five o’clock ; and he had break 
fasted but slightly, m a mormng of such dnunmmg and alarm 
Chaumette breaks his half loaf • the King eats of the crust ; 
mounts the green Carnage, catmg ; asks now, "What he shall 
do with the crumb ? Chauraette’s clerk takes it from him ; 
flmgs it out mto the street Louis sajs. It is pity to flmg 
out bread, in a time of dearth ‘ Sly grandmother,’ remarks 
Chaumette, ‘ used to say to me. Little hoy, never waste a crumb 
of bread ; you cannot make one.’ ‘ Monsieur Chaumette,’ 
answers Louis, ‘ your grandmother seems to have been a 
sensible woman ’ * Poor innocent mortal ; so quictlj he waits 
the drawing of the lot , — fit to do this at least well ; Passivity 
alone, without Activity, sufficing for it I He talks once of 
trsTeUmg over Frsacc by and by, to bate a geographical and 

, rredhoTOtnt t Netitpapei Hut ftr! JUV 
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topograpHcal view of it ; being from of old fond of geography. CHAP. VI 
— ^The Temple Circuit again receives him, closes on him ; gazing Hec. il, 
Paris may retire to its hearths amd coffee-houses, to its clubs 
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and theatres ; the damp Darkness has sunk, and with it the 
drumming and patrolling of this strange Day. 

Louis is now separated fron his Queen and Family; given 
up to his simple reflections and resources. Dull lie these 
stone walls round him ; of his loved ones none with him. ^ In 
this state of uncertainty,’ providing for the worst, he writes 

his 
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nooK II — slxnli Gallenes supplying very vanably, the tenor and treole. 
Dec. 1752 It 'were a dull tone otherwise 

The Patnots in Jfountam and Gallenes, or taking counsel 
nightlj in Section house, in Jlother Society, amid their shrill 
Tncotnises, have to watch IjTix-eyed, to give voice when 
needful , occasionally verj loud Deputj Thunot, he who was 
Advocate Thunot, who Elector Thunot, and from the 
top of the Bastille saw Samt Antome nsmg like the ocean , 
this Thunot can stretch a Formula as hcartil\ as most men 
Cruel BiUaud is not silent, il jou incite him Nor is cruel 
Jean Bon silent , a kmd of Jesuit he too ; — ^wnte him not, as 
the Dictionanes too often do Jamion which signifies mere 
Hamt 

But, on the whole, let no man conceive it possible that Louis 
is not gmltj The only question for a reasonable man is or 
was Can the Convention judge Louis ? Or must it be the 
whole People , m Pnmarj Assembly, and with delay ? Always 
dela^ , je Girondms false hommfs d'etat I so bellows Patriotism, 
Its patience almost failmg — ^But mdeed if we consider it, 
what shah these poor Girondms dot Speak their conviction 
that Louis IS a Pnsoner of War , and cannot be put to death 
without injustice, solecism, peril? Speak such conviction, 
and lose utterl> J our footing with the decided Patriot I hay 
properly it is not eien s conviction, but a conjecture and 
dim puzzle How many poor Girondms are sure of but one 
thing That a man and Girondm ought to htre footmg some- 
where and to stand firmly on it , keeping well with the Be 
spectable Classes I This is what conviction and assurance of 
faith they have They must wnggle painfully between their 
dilemma boms ' 

Nor IS Prance idle nor Europe It is a Heart this Con 
venlion, as wc said, which sends out influences and receives 
them A IGng’s Execution call it IitartyTjdom, call it Pumsh 
ment, were an influence t — ^Two notable mfluences this Con 
vention has already sent forth over all Nations, much to its 
own detriment On the 19th of November it emitted a Decree, 
and has smee confirmed and unfolded the details of it. That 
any Nation which might see good to shake off the fetters of 
Despotism was thereby, so to speak, the Sister of Prance, 

1 EsUlcU frwn ibeir m //*rf /W xii. I jS 

and 
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and should have help and countenance. A Decree . 
noised of by Diplomatists^ Editors, International La’wyejQ^ 
such a Decree as no living Fetter of Despotism, nor Per?|. 
in Authority anjrvvhere, can approve of ! It was Depr^^ 
Chambon the Girondin who propounded this Decree;-"; 
bottom perhaps as a flourish of rhetoric. . 

The second influence we speak of had a still poorer origi^j^^ 
in the restless loud-rattling slightly-furnished head of c 
Jacob Dupont from the Loire country. The Convention^j^^ 
speculating on a plan of National Education : Deputy Dupc^ j 
in his speech says, ‘ I am free to avow, M. le President, thajj^^ 
for my part am an Atheist/ ^ — ^thinking the world might 1 ^^^ 
to Icnow that. The French world received it without 
mentary ; or with no audible commentary, so loud was Frai^^^j 
otherwise. The Foreign world received it with confutati'^^^^ 
with horror and astonishment ; ^ a most miserable influe^^g 
this ! And now if to these two were added a third influe^ 9 
and sent pulsing abroad over all the Earth ; that of Regicid^j^ 

Foreign Courts interfere in this Trial of Louis ; Sp^ 
England : not to be listened to ; though they come, as^^^ 
were, at least Spain comes, with the olive-branch in one ha^^^^ 
and the sword without scabbard in the other. But at ho^^^ 
too, from out of this circumambient Paris and France, wJ: 
influences come thick-pulsing I Petitions flow in ; pleadj 
for equal justice, in a reign of so-called Equality. The liVg^^ 
Patriot pleads ; — O ye National Deputies, do not the d^^^ 
Patriots plead ? The Twelve-hundred that lie in cold obsti^^ 
tion, do not they plead ; and petition, in Death’s dumb-shlj^ 9 
from their narrow house there, more eloquently than speeq * 
Crippled Patriots hop on crutches round the Salle de Man^^j.^ 
demanding justice. The Wounded of the Tenth of Aug^ [ 
the Widows and Orphans of the Killed petition in a bot^*^^ 
and hop and defile, eloquently mute, through the HaU : 
wounded Patriot, unable to hop, is borne on his bed thitl^j^" 
and passes shoulder-high, in the horizontal posture.^ The C^ 
vention Tribune, wliich has paused at such sight, commenJ^j^ 
again,— droning mere Juristic Oratory. But out of do^ , 
Paris is piping ever higher. Bull-voiced Saint-Huruge is heai ^ 


' Moniteur, Stance du 14 D&embre 1792. 

" Mrs. Hannah More, Letter to Jacob Dupont (London, 1793) ; etc. etc. 
® Hist. Pari. xxii. 131 ; Moore, etc. 
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BOOK II and the hysteric eloquence of Mother Duchess, ‘Varlet, 
Dec 1793 Apostle of Liberty,’ mth pike and red cap, fhes hastily, carry 
mg his oratorical folding stool Justice on the Traitor I cncs 
all the Patriot "world Consider also this other cry, heard loud 
on the streets ‘ Give us Bread, or else kdl us ! ’ Bread and 
Equahty , Justice on the Traitor, that we may have Bread J 
The Liimted or undecided Patnot is set against the Decided 
Mayor Chamhon heard of dreadful notmg at the Thidtre de 
la Nation it had come to notmg, and even to fist work, 
hetween the Decided and the Undecided, touchmg a new 
Drama called Ami des Lois (Fnend of the Laws) One of 
the poorest Dramas ever wnttcn, but which had didactic 
applications m it, wherefore powdered wigs of Fnends of 
Order and black hair of Jacohm heads are flying there, and 
Mayor Chamhon hastens with Santerre, in hopes to quell it 
Far from quelhng it, our poor Mayor gets so * squeezed,’ says 
the Report, and likewise so blamed and bulbed, say we, — 
that he, -mth regret, quits the bnef Mayoralty altogether, 
‘his lungs hemg affected-’ This rmserahle Ami des Lots is 
debated of m the Convention itself , so nolent, mutually 
enraged are the Limited Patnots and the Unlimited ^ 

Between which two classes, are not Aristocrats enough, and 
Crypto Aristocrats, busy ? Spies running over from London 
with important Packets , spies pretendmg to run I One of 
these latter, Viard was the name of him, pretended to accuse 
Roland, and even the Wife of Roland to the joy of Ctahot 
and the Mountain But the Wife of Roland came, hemg 
summoned, on the instant, to the Convention Hall , came, m 
her high clearness , and, with few clear words, dissipated this 
Viatd into despicahihty and air , all Fnends of Order applaud 
mg * So, with Theatre nots, and * Bread, or else kdl us ’ . 
with Rage, Hunger, preternatural Suspicion, does this wild 
Pans pipe Roland grows ever more querulous, m his Messages 
and Letters , nsmg almost to the hystencal pitch JIarat, 
whom no po"wer on Earth can prevent seeing into Traitors and 
Rolands, takes to bed for three days, almost dead, the mvalu 
able People’s Fnend, "with heart bret^, with fever and headache 
‘ 0 PettpU hdbtllard, « tu savats agtr, People of Babblers, if 
tliou couldst but act I ’ 

To crown all victonous Dumounez, in these New year’s 

‘ // t Far! x* l It 48 etc • Mcnximr Spinet du 7 IMeembre 179* 
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days, is arrived in Paris ; — one fears for no good. He pretends 
to be complaining of Minister Pache, and Hassenfratz dilapi- 
dations ; to be concerting measures for tbe spring Campaign ; 
one finds him much in tlie company of the Girondins. Plotting 
with them against Jacobinism, against Equality, and the Punish- 
ment) of Louis? We have letters of liis to the Convention 
itself. Will he act the old Lafayette part, this new victori- 
ous General ? Let him withdraw again ; not undenounced.^ 

And still in the Convention Tribime, it drones continually, 
mere Juristic Eloquence, and Hypothesis without Action ; and 
there are still fifties on the President’s List. Nay these Gironde 
Presidents give their own party preference : we suspect they 
play foul with the List ; men of the ]\Iountain cannot be heard. 
And still it drones, all through December into January and a 
New year ; and there is no end ! Paris pipes round it ; multi- 
tudinous ; ever higher, to the note of the whirlwind. Paris 
will ‘ bring cannon from Saint-Denis ’ ; there is tallc of ^ shutting 
the Barriers,’ — ^to Roland’s horror. 

Whereupon, behold, the Convention Tribune suddenly ceases 
droning : we cut short, be on the List who likes ; and make 
end. On Tuesday next, the Fifteenth of January 1793, it 
shall go to the Vote, name by name ; and one way or other, 
this great game play itself out I 


CHAPTER VII 

THE THHEE VOTINGS 

Is Louis Capet guilty of conspiring against Liberty ? Shall 
our Sentence be itself final, or need ratifying by Appeal to the 
People ? If guilty, what Punishment ? This is the form 
agreed to, after uproar and ‘ several hours of tumultuous 
indecision ’ : these are the Three successive Questions, whereon 
the Convention shall now pronounce. Paris floods round their 
Hall multitudinous, many-sounding. Europe and all Nations 
listen for their answer. Deputy after Deputy shall answer to 
his name : Guilty or Not guilty ? 

As to the Guilt, there is, as above hinted, no doubt in the 

^ Dumouriez, Mi moires^ iii. c. 4. 
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BOOKII tnmd of Patriot men Overwhelnung majority pronounces 
Jsn 16-10 Guilt the unanimous Convention votes for Guilt, only some 
feeble twenty eight votmg not Innocence but refusmg to vote 
at all Neither does the Second Question prove doubtful 
whatever the Girond ns might calculate Would not Appeal 
to the People be another name for civil war? Majority of 
two to one answers that there shall be no Appeal this also 
IS settled Loud Patriotism now at ten o clock may hush 
itself for the mght and retire to its bed not without hope 
Tuesday has gone well On the morrow comes "What Punish 
ment ? On the morrow is the tug of war 

Consider therefore if on this Wednesday morning there is 
an affluence of Patriotism , if Pans stands a tiptoe and all 
Deputies are at their post I Seven hundred and Forty nine 
honourable Deputies only some twenty absent on mission 
Duch&tel and some seven others absent by sickness Jlean 
while expectant Patnotism and Pans standing a tiptoe have 
need of patience For this Wednesday again passes in debate 
and effervescence Girondms proposing that a majonty of 
three fourths shall be required Patriots fiercely resisting 
them Danton who has just got hack from mission m the 
Netherlands does ohtam order of the day * on this Cirondin 
proposal nay he obtains further that we decide sans disem 
parer m Permanent session till we have done 

And so finally at eight m the evening this Third stupendous 
Voting by roll call or appel nomtnal does hegm What 
Pumshment ? Girondms undecided Patriots decided men 
afraid of Royalty men afraid of Anarchy must answer here 
and now Infinite Patnotism dusky m the lamp light, floods 
all comdoTS crowds all galleries , sternly waiting to hear 
Shrill sounding Ushers summon you by Name and Depart 
ment you must rise to the Tnbune and saj 

Eye wtnesses have represented this scene of the Third 
Voting and of the votings that grew out of it — a scene pro 
tracted like to be endless lasting with few bnef intervals 
from Wednesday till Sunday mormng — as one of the strangest 
seen in the Revolution I<ong night wears itself into day 
mornings paleness is spread over all faces and again the 
wintry shadows sink and the dim lamps are 1 1 but through 
daj and night and Uie vicissitudes of hours Member after 

jfember 
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Member is mounting continually those Tribune-steps ; pausing 
aloft there, in the clearer upper light, to speak his Fate-word ; 
then diving down into the dusk and throng again. Like 
Phantoms in the hour of midnight; most spectral, pande- 
monial I Never did President Vergniaud, or any terrestrial 
President, superintend the like. A King’s Life, and so much 
else that depends thereon, hangs trembling in the balance. 
Man after man mounts ; the buzz hushes itself till he have 
spoken : Death ; Banishment ; Imprisonment till the Peace. 
Many say, Death; with what cautious well-studied phrases 
and paragraphs they could devise, of explanation, of enforce- 
ment, of faint recommendation to mercy. Many too say. 
Banishment ; something short of Death. The balance trembles, 
none can yet guess whitherward. Whereat anxious Patriotism 
bellows ; irrepressible by Ushers. 

The poor Girondins, many of them, under such fierce bellow- 
ing of Patriotism, say Death ; justifying, moiivani, that most 
miserable word of theirs by some brief casuistry and Jesuitry. 
Vergniaud himself says. Death ; justifying by Jesuitry. Rich 
Lepelletier Saint-Fargeau had been of the Noblesse, and then 
of the Patriot Left Side, in the Constituent ; and had argued 
and reported, there and elsewhere, not a little, against Capital 
Punishment : nevertheless he now says, Death ; a word which 
may cost him dear. Manuel did surely rank with the Decided 
in August last ; but he has been sinldng and backsliding ever 
since September and the scenes of September. In this Con- 
vention, above all, no word he could speak would find favour ; 
he says now, Banishment ; and in mute wrath quits the place 
for ever, — much hustled in the corridors. Philippe Egalit4 
votes, in his soul and conscience. Death : at the sound of which 
and of whom, even Patriotism shakes its head ; and there 
runs a groan and shudder through this HaU of Doom, Robes- 
pierre’s vote cannot be doubtful ; his speech is long. Men 
see the figure of shrill Siey^s ascend ; hardly pausing, passing 
merely, this figure says, ‘ La Mori sans phrase, Death without 
phrases ’ ; and fares onward and downward. Most spectral, 
pandemonial I 

And yet if the Reader fancy it of a funereal, sorrowful or 
even grave character, he is far mistaken : ‘ the Ushers in the 
Mountain quarter,’ says Mercier, ‘ had become as Box-keepers 
at the Opera ’ ; opening and shutting of Galleries for privileged 

persons, 
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BOOK n persons, for ‘ D Orleans Egalit^ s mistresses,* or other high 
Jan 20 , dizened Tvomen bf condition, rustlmg vnth laces and tncolor 
Gallant Deputies pass and repass thitherward treating them 
■with ices retreshments and small talk , the high duened heads 
beck responsive , some have their card and pm pricking down 
the Ayes and Noes, as at a game of Rouge et Notr Farther 
aloft reigns Mire Duchesse with her unrouged Amazons , she 
cannot be prevented makmg long Ilahas, when the vote is not 
La Mart In these Gallenes there is refection drinking of 
wine and brandy ‘ as m open tavern, en pletne iabagte ’ Betting 
goes on m all coffeehouses of the neighbourhood But withm 
doors, fatigue, impatience, uttermost 'weanness sits now on all 
■visages , lighted up only from time to time by turns of the 
game Members have fallen asleep , Ushers come and awaken 
them to \ ote other Members calculate whether they shall not 
have time to run and dme Figures nse like phantoms pale 
in the dusky lamplight; utter from this Tnbune, only one 
word Death *Tout est opUque,* sa>s Meicier, ‘The ivorld 
is all an optical shadow ’ ^ Deep m the Thursday night, 
when the loting is done, and Secretaries are summing it up, 
sick Duchatel, more spectral than another, comes borne on a 
chair, ■wrapped m blankets in. * mghtgowu and nightcap,’ to 
vote for Mercy one vote it is thought may turn the scale 

Ah no 1 In profoundest silence, President Vergmaud, with 
a voice full of sorro^w, has to say * I declare, in the name of 
the Convention that the pumshment it pronounces on Louis 
Capet IS that of Death.’ Death by a small majority of Fifty 
three Nay, if ■we deduct from the one side, and add to the 
other, a certain Twenty six, who said Death but coupled some 
faintest meffectual surmise of mercy inth it, the majonty ivill 
be but One 

Death is the sentence but its execution f It is not executed 
yet I Scarcely is the vote dedared when. Louis's Three Advo- 
cates enter ; -with Protest m his name, with demand for Delay, 
lor Appeal to the People For this do Desize and Tronchet 
plead, with bnef eloquence brave old Malesherbes pleads 
for It mth eloquent ivant of eloquence, in broken sentences, 
m embarrassment and sobs, that brave time-honoured face, 
with Its gray strength, its broad sagacity and honest}, is 

• hleraet, tJ, 156-591 Mos)cu}Jar<], iu. $4! $fi ilocrf tie 
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mastered "svitli emotion, melts into dumb tears.^ — ^They reject CHAP. Vll 
the Appeal to the People ; that having been already settled. Jan. 20, 
But as to the Delay, what they call Sursis, it shall be considered ; 
shall be voted for tomorrow : at present we adjourn. Where- 
upon Patriotism ‘ liisses ’ from the Mountain : but a ‘ tyrannical 
majority ’ has so decided, and adjourns. 

There is still this iourth Vote, then, growls indignant Pat- 
riotism : — ^this vote, and who knows what other votes, and 
adjournments of voting ; and the whole matter still hovering 
hypothetical ! And at every new vote those Jesuit Girondins, 
even they who voted for Death, would so fain find a loophole ! 

Patriotism must watch and rage. Tyrannical adjournments 
there have been ; one, and now another at midnight on plea 
of fatigue, — all Friday wasted in hesitation and higgling ; in 
re-counting of the votes, which are found correct as they stood ! 

Patriotism bays fiercer than ever ; Patriotism, by long watching, 
has become red-eyed, almost rabid. 

‘ Delay : yes or no ? ’ men do vote it finally, all Saturday, 
all day and night. Men’s nerves are worn out, men’s hearts 
are desperate ; now it shall end. Vergniaud, spite of the 
baying, ventures to say Yes, Delay ; though he had voted 
Death. Philippe Egalitd says, in his soul and conscience. No. 

The next Member mounting : ‘ Since Philippe says No, I for 
my part say Yes, moi je dis Oui.’ The balance still trembles. 

Till finally, at three o’clock on Sunday morning, w'e have ; 

No Delay, by a majority of Seventy ; Death, within jour-and- 
iwenty hours ! 

Garat, Minister of Justice, has to go to the Temple with this 
stern message : he ejaculates repeatedly, ‘ Quelle commission 
affreuse, What a frightful function ! ’ ~ Louis begs for a Con- 
fessor *, for yet three days of life, to prepare himself to die. 

The Confessor is granted, the three days and all respite are 
refused. 

There is no deliverance, then ? Thick stone walls answer. 

None. Has King Louis no friends ? Men of action, of courage 
grown desperate, in this his extreme need ? King Louis’s 
friends are feeble and far. Not even a voice in the coffee- 

^ Moniteur (in Hht. Pari, xxiii. 210). See Boissy d’Anglas, Vie de Malesherbes, ii. 

139 - 

® Biographit des Ministresy p. 157. 
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BOOK 11 houses nses for him At M6ot the Restaurateur’s no Captam 
Jan 20, Dampmartm now dines , or sees death-domg whisVerandoes 
1793 ojj furlough exhibit daggers of improved structure Moot’s 
gallant Royalists on furlough are far across the marches , they 
are "wandeiing distracted over the world or their bones he 
whitemng Aigonne ^\ood Only some weak Pnests ‘leave 
Pamphlets on all the bourne stones,’ this mght, calling for a 
rescue calling for the pious women to nse, or are taken 
distnbutmg Pamphlets, and sent to Prison ^ 

Nay there is one death doer, of the anuent SKot sort, who, 
with effort, has done 
even less and worse 
slam a Deputy, and set 
all the Patnotism of 
Pans on edge I It was 
live on Saturday even 
mg when Lepelletier 
Samt Fargeau, havmg 
given his vote, No 
Delay ran o\er to 
Fdvners m the Palais 
Royal to snatch a 
morsel of dinner He 
had dined, and was 
paymg A thickset 
man ‘ with black hair 
and blue beard,’ in a 
GASAT loose kind of frock, 

stept up to him , it 
was, as Fdvner and the bystanders bethought them, one 
Pans of the old Kmg’s Guard * Are you Lepelletier ? * asks 
he — * Yes ’ — * You voted in the Iting s Busmess — ? * — * I 
voted Death * — * Sc^lirat, take that I ’ cnes Pons, flashing out 
a sabre from under his frock, and plunging it deep m Lepe! 
letier’s side Fdvner clutches him but he breaks off, is 
gone 

The "v otcr Lepelletier lies dead , he has expired m great 
pain, at one m the morning , — two hours before that Vote of 
No Delay was fully summed up Guardsman Pans is flymg 
over France , cannot be taken » will be found some months 

* See paper Jt /^ru /M Pari uui, 318) 

after. 
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after, seU*shot u\ n remote no1u’*ij>icrrc jiccK tennoa to 

tliiak that Prince (PArlois himndf in ]invatcly in Town : tlint 
lUc Convcnlum wilt he \nileUer\H\ in Uic lump, PalrioliMU 
.nonmln men'* wail and venpennee : Snnterre doubles and trebles 
all bin jvnlnd*^. Pity in lonl in rajje and fear; the I’onvention 
has refined the three days of life and all 


CllArTKU Vlll 

1‘KAn: nr. i.a arvoiAvrioN’ 

To thin eonrbiMnn, then, hast thou mine, O hnjdenn Touint 
The Son of SiNty Kinrn 5'* to die on the Scaffold by form of 
Law. ruder Sixty Kinr"* t^on same fonn of Law, fonn of 
SiK'lcty, h:v. been fa*buminr it*.eU to^^rtlor the'*e ihntinnnd 
yearn ; and has bfc<nne, one way and another, a nucit slrnnjjc 
Machine. Surely, if nrrdfub it is abo friiddful, this Maeiruu* ; 
<!ead. Wind I not %\hnt it ihould he; ulueh, v.ith swift stroke, 
fC hy roUl 'Imv torture, han v.astrd the live’* and souls of in- 
nuturmblc men. And hrludd now a Kin;: himself, or say 
r.ither KinehtH>^l in his per on, is to rxpin' here in enirl torltm's ; 
'—like a Phalaris shut in the belly of his own reddiratcd llrarcn 
Hull i It in ever so; and thou thouldsl V;uow it, () Imuehty 
tyrannous man: injustice breeds injustice; curses and false- 
IhvckIs do verily return * aUvayn vridr as they may wander. 

Innocent Louis benni the rdnn of many ;:rncralionn : be loo 
experiencen that man'?; Iribunal is not in this Ivarth ; tlml if he 
hnd no Iliplier one. it were not well with him, 

Kini: dyini: hy <:urh violence apj>cnb; impressively to the 
imagination ; as the like must do, and ourht to do. And 
yet at bottom it in not the Kin;; dyinr* hut the man ! Kin;t- 
jhip is a coat; the rn\nd Inns is of the fdcin. The man fnun 
whom you take his Life, to him can the whole combined world 
do vwrr ? Lally went on bin hurdle ; his innnlh filled with a 
pi;:, Miscrahlesl Mortals, doomed for jiiekin/;; porkct 5 , have 
a whole five-act Trap;cdy in them, in that dumb pain, as they 

* //I'f. /Vr.n ttill 275, 51R: IVlii IV fff .iav.V/ /^//U/firr i,^fi /Wr, 

a 61, rlc. IVIU, Vijih Cal'- tnr K\t it'- tnUsOitrii, ^\\\ \\z\t \X lhal Xht SokiiU In itc 
(cn r.Ol I'iik, tcl * uinc a.'uJ!/ rJ*^rrr of hit. 
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BOOK II it IS as a city enchanted into silence and stone * one carnage 
Jan 21, -with its escort, slowly rumbling, is the only sound Ixmis 
reads, in his Book of Devotion, the Prayers of the Dying* 
clatter oi this death march falls sharp on the ear, m the great 
silence , but the thought would fam struggle heavenward, and 
forget the Earth 

As the clocks strike ten, behold the Place de la Revolution, 
once Place de Louis Qumze the Gmllotme, mounted near 
the old Pedestal where once stood the Statue of that Louis I 
Far round, all bristles with cannons and armed men spec 
tators crowdmg m the rear; D’Orldans Egaht6 there m 
cabnolet Swift messengers, hoquelons, speed to the Town 
hall, every three min utes • near by is the Convention sitting, 
— ^vengeful for Lepelletier Heedless of all, Louis reads his 
Prayers of the Dymg ; not till five minutes yet has he fimshed ; 
then the Carnage opens "What temper he is m ? Ten different 
witnesses will give ten different accounts of it He is in the 
colhsion of all tempers ; arrived now at the black MoMstrom 
and descent of Death m sorrow, in mdignation, in resigna 
lion struggling to be resigned ‘ Take care of M Edgeworth,’ 
' he straitly charges the Lieutenant who is sitting with them 
then they two descend 

The drums are beating • * Taisez vous, Silence 1 ’ he cncs 
‘ in a terrible voice, d unc votx temble ’ He mounts the scaffold, 
not without delay , he is m puce coat, breeches of grey, white 
stockings He strips off the coat , stands disclosed m a sleeve 
waistcoat of white fiannel The Executioners approach to 
bind him he spurns, resists , Abb4 Edgeworth has to remind 
him how the Saviour, in whom men trust, submitted to be 
bound His hands are tied, his head bare , the fatal moment 
IS come He advances to the edge of the Scaffold, ‘his face 
very red,’ and says ‘ Frenchmen, I die innocent it is from 
the Scaffold and near appeanng before God that I tell you 

80 I pardon my enemies , I desire that France ' A 

General on horseback, Santerre or another, prances out, inth 
uplifted hand • * Tambours / * The drums drown the voice 
‘Executioners, do >our duty!’ The Executioners, desperate 
lest themselves be murdered (for Santerre and his Armed 
Ranks will strike, if th^ do not), seize the hapless Louis 
sue of them desperate, him singly desperate, struggling there , 
and bind him to their plank Abb6 Edgeworth, stoopmg, 

bespeaks 
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bespeaks him : ‘ Son of Saint Louis, ascend to Heave”' CHAP. VIII 

Axe clanks down ; a King’s Life is shorn away. It is Monday Jan. 21, 
the 21st of January 1793. He was aged Thirty-eig^^ years 
four months and twenty-eight days.^ 

Executioner Samson shows the Head : fierce shouf Vive 
la RSpublique rises, and swells ; caps raised on bayod®^®' 
waving : students of the College of Four Nations tal^® 
on the far Quais ; fling it over Paris. D’Orldans dri/®® ^ 
his cabriolet : the Townhall Councillors rub their handP’ saying, 

‘ It is done. It is done.’ There is dipping of handL^®’^®^^®^®’ 
of pike-points in the blood. Headsman Samson, tP®^S^ 
afterwards denied it,^ sells locks of the hair : fractio”® 
puce coat are long after worn in rings,® — ^And so, in sP”^® half- 
hour it is done ; and the multitude has all departed. Ps,st^- 
cooks, coffee-sellers, milkmen sing out their trivial guotidian 
cries : the world wags on, as if this were a common I” 

the coffeehouses that evening, says Prudhomme, Patr“^ shook 
hands with Patriot in a more cordial manner than usP”^' 
till some days after, according to Mercier, did public ®®® 


what a grave thing it was. 


A grave thing it indisputably is ; and wiU have ®* 

On the morrow morning, Roland, so long steeped tP 
in disgust and chagrin, sends in his demission. His ac^°””^® 
all ready, correct in black-on-white to the uttermost f^Jthmg : 
these he wants but to have audited, that he might 
remote obscurity, to the country and his books. They never 
be audited, those accounts ; he wfil never get retired 

It was on Tuesday that Roland demitted. On Tiiursday 
comes Lepelletier Saint-Fargeau’s Funeral, and pass^S® fo 
Pantheon of Great Men. Notable as the wild pag^””^ ” 

•winter day. The Body is borne aloft, half-bare ; the winding- 
sheet disclosing the death-wound : sabre and blooi^y clothes 
parade themselves ; a ‘ lugubrious music ’ wailing haf®^ iKBnice. 
Oak-crowns shower down from windows ; President Vergniaud 
walks there, with Convention, with Jacobin Society* 

Patriots of every colour, all mourning brotherlike. 


* Newspapers, Municipal Records, etc, etc. (in ffis/. Pari, xxiii. ! Deux 

Amisy ix. 369"373 ; Mercier, Nouveau Paris^ iii. 3-8. 

® His Letter in the Newspapers Path ubi supra). 

^ Forster’s Briefwechsel^ i. 473. \ 
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THE GIRONDINS 


CHAPTER I 

CAUSE AKD EFFECT 

This huge Insurrectionary Movement, which we hken to a 
breaking out of Tophet and the Abyss, has swept away Royalty, 
Aristocracy, and a King's life The question is, ’What will it 
next do , how will it henceforth shape itself ? Settle down 
mto a reign of Law and Liberty , according as the habits, 
persuasions and endeavours of the educated, moneyed, respect- 
able class prescribe ? That is to say the volcamc lava flood, 
bursting up m the manner descnbed, Avill explode and flow 
according to Girondin Formula and pre-established rule of 
Philosophy ? If so, for our Girondm friends it will be well 
ifennwhile were not the prophecy rather, that as no external 
force, Royal or other, now remains which could control this 
RIovement, the Movement will follow a course of its own , 
probably a very ongmal one ? Further, that whatsoever man 
or men can best mlerpret the mwatd tendencies it has, and give 
them voice and activity, will ohtam the lead of it ? For the 
rest, that os a thing xcHhout order, a thing proceeding from 
beyond and beneath the region of order, it must work and 
welter, not as a Regularity but as a Chaos ; destructive and 
self destructive , always till somethmg that has order onsc, 
strong enough to bind it into subjection agam ? ^^^llch some 
thing, we may further conjecture, will not be a Formula, with 
yilttVosaphvc?! proposAvoBS atiA toicnsvc tVwpvtwce; but a 
Reality, probably with a sword in its hand I 
As for the Girondin Formula, of a respectable Republic 
for the Middle Classes, all manner of Anstocracies being now 
sufTicicntly demolished, there seems little reason to expect that 

the 
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the business will stop there. Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, CHAP, 
these are the words ; enunciative and prophetic. Republic Feb. 25 
lor the respectable washed Middle Classes, how can that be 
the fulfilment thereof ? Hunger and nakedness, and night- 
mare oppression lying heavy on Twenty -five million hearts ; 
this, not the wounded vanities or contradicted philosophies of 
philosophical Advocates, rich Shopkeepers, rural Noblesse, was 
the prime mover in the French Revolution ; as the like will 
be in all such Revolutions, in all countries. Feudal Fleur-de- 
lys had become an insupportably bad marching-banner, and 
needed to be tom and trampled : but ]\Ioneybag of Mammon 
(for that, in, these times, is what the respectable Republic for 
the Middle Classes will signify) is a still worse^ while it lasts. 
Properly, indeed, it is the worst and basest of all baimers and 
symbols of dominion among men ; and indeed is possible only 
in a time of general Atheism, and Unbelief in anything save 
in brute Force and Sensualism ; pride of birth, pride of office, 
any kno%vn land of pride being a degree better than purse- 
pride. Freedom, Equality, Brotherhood : not in the Money- 
bag, but far elsewhere, will Sansculottism seek these things. 

We say therefore that an Insurrectionary France, loose of 
control from without, destitute of supreme order from within, 
will form one of the most tumultuous Activities ever seen on 
this Earth ; such as no Girondin Formula can regulate. An 
immeasurable force, made up of forces manifold, heterogeneous, 
compatible and incompatible. In plainer words, this France 
must needs split into Parties ; each of which seeking to make 
itself good, contradiction, exasperation will arise ; and Parties 
on Parties find that they cannot work together, cannot exist 
together. 

As for the number of Parties, there will, strictly counting, 
be as many Parties as there are opinions. According to which 
rule, in this National Convention itself, to say nothing of France 
generally, the number of Parties ought to be Seven-hundred 
and Forty-nine; for every unit entertains his opinion. But 
now, as every unit has at once an individual nature or necessity 
to follow his own road, and a gregarious nature or necessity 
to see himself travelling by the side of others, — ^what can 
there be but dissolutions, precipitations, endless turbulence 
of attracting and repelling ; till once the master-element get 
evolved, and this wild alchemy arrange itself again ? 

VOL. n. R 
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BOOK HI To the length of Seven hundred and Forty nine Parties, 
Feb 25, however, no Nation was ever yet seen to go Nor indeed 
1793 much beyond the length of Two Parties , two at a tune , — 
so mvincible is man^s tendency to unite, with all the invincible 
divisiveness he has ! Two Parties, we say, are the usual 
number at one tune let these two fight it out, all mmor shades 
of party rallying under the shade Iikest them , when the one 
has fought down the other, then it, in its turn, may divide, 
self destructive , and so the process contmue, as far as needful 
This IS the way of Revolutions, which sprmg up as the French 
one has done , when the so called Bonds of Society snap asunder, 
and all Laws that are not Laws of Nature become naught and 
Formulas merely 

But, quittmg these somewhat abstract considerations, let 
History note this concrete reahty which the streets of Pans 
exhibit, on Monday the 25th of February 1703 Long before 
daylight that mommg, these streets are noisy and angry 
Petitiomng enough there has been ; a Convention often solicited 
It was but yesterday there came a Deputation of Washer- 
women with Petition , coraplaimng that not so much as soap 
could be had; to say nothing of bread, and condiments of 
bread The cry of women, round the Salle de Jlan^ge, 
was heard plaintive * Du potn et du savon. Bread and 
soap ’ ^ 

And now from six o’clock, this Sfonday morning, one per 
ccivcs the Bakers’ Queues unusually expanded angnly agitating 
themselves Not the Baker alone, but two Section Conunis 
sioners to help him , manage with difficulty the daily distnbu 
tion of loaves Soft spoken assiduous, m the early candle 
light, are Baker and Commissioners and yet the pale chill 
February sunrise discloses an unpromismg scene Indignant 
Female Patriots, partly supplied with bread, rush now to the 
shops, declaring that they will have grocenes Groceries 
enough, sugar barrels rolled forth mto the street. Patriot 
Citoyennes weighing it out at a ]ust rate of elevenpence a 
pound ; likewise coffee-chests, soap-chests, nay emnamon and 
clovcs-idiests, with aguamta: and other forms of alcohol, 
a just rate, which some do not pay , the pale faced Grocer 
silently wringing his hands I tVhat help ? The distnbutive 

» UtHUtur, etc. {ritst Ptrl M r JJJ <S) 
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Citoyennes are of violent speecli and gesture, their long cHAP. I 
Eumenides-liair hanging out of curl ; nay in their girdles Feb. 26, 
pistols are seen sticking : some, it is even said, have beards, ^7^3 
— ^male Patriots in petticoats and mob-cap. Thus, in the 
street of Lombards, in the street of Five-Diamonds, street of 
Pulleys, in most streets of Paris does it effervesce, the live- 
long day ; no Municipality, no Mayor Pache, though he was 
War-^Iinister lately, sends military against it, or aught against 
it but persuasive-eloquence, till seven at night, or later. 

On ^londay gone five 'weelcs; which was the twenty-first of 
January, we saw Paris, beheading its King, stand silent, like 
a petrified City of Enchantment : and now on tliis Monday it 
is so noisy, selling sugar 1 Cities, especially Cities in Revolu- 
tion, are subject to these alternations ; tlie secret courses of 
civic business and existence effervescing and efflorescing, in this 
manner, as a concrete Phenomenon to the eye. Of which 
Phenomenon, when secret existence becoming public effloresces 
on the street, tlie philosophical cause and effect is not so easj’^ 
to find. "What, for example, may be tire accurate philosophical 
meaning, and- meanings, of this sale of sugar ? These things 
that have become visible in the street of Pulleys and over Paris, 
whence are they, we say ; and whither ? — 

That Pitt has a hand in it, the gold of Pitt : so much, to 
all reasonable Patriot men, may seem clear. But then, through 
what agents of Pitt ? Varlet, Apostle of Liberty, was dis- 
cerned again of late, with his pike and red nightcap. Deputy 
Marat published in his Journal, this very day, complaining of 
the bitter scarcity, and sufferings of the people, till he seemed 
to get wroth : ‘ If your Rights of Man were anything but a 
piece of written paper, the plunder of a few shops, and a fore- 
staUer or two hung up at the door-lintels, would put an end 
to such things.’ ' Are not these, say the Girondins, pregnant 
indications ? Pitt has bribed the Anarchists ; Marat is the 
agent of Pitt : hence this sale of sugar. To the Mother Society, 
again, it is clear that the scarcity is factitious ; is the work of 
Girondins, and suchlike ; a set of men sold partly to Pitt ; 
sold wholly to their own ambitions and hard-hearted pedantries ; 
who will not fix the grain-prices, but prate pedantically of 
free-trade ; wishing to starve Paris into violence, and embroil 
it with the Departments : hence this sale of sugar. , .i 

^ Hist, Part, xxiv. 353-56. 
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BOOK HI And, alas, li to these two notabilities, of a Phenomenon 
Feb 1793 and such Theones of a Phenomenon, we add this third notability. 
That the French Nation has beheved, for several years now, 
in the possibihty, nay certamty and near advent, of a umveisal 
Millenmum, or reign of Freedom, Equahty, Fraternity, wherem 
man should be the brother of man, and sorrow and sm flee 
away ? Not bread to eat, nor soap to wash with , and the 
reign of Perfect Fehcity ready to arrive due always smce the 
Bastille fell I How did our hearts bum withm us, at that 
Feast of Pikes, when brother flung himself on brother’s bosom , 
and m sunny jubilee. Twenty five milhons burst forth into 
sound and cannon smoke I Bright was our Hope then, as 
sunlight , red angry is our Hope gro'wn now, as consummg 
fire But, O Heavens, what enchantment is it, or devihsh 
legerdemam, of such effect, that Perfect Fehcity, always withm 
arm’s length, could never be laid hold of, but only in her stead 
Controversy and Scarcity ? This set of traitors after that 
set ! Tremble, ye traitors , dread a People which calls itself 
patient, long suffering , but which caimot always submit to 
have its pocket picked, m this way, — of a l^Iillennium 1 
Yes, Reader, here is the miracle Out of that putrescent 
rubbish of Sceptieism, Sensuahsm, Sentimentalism, hollow 
Machiavehsm, such a Faith has venly risen, flaming m the 
heart of a People A whole People, awakemng as it were to 
consciousness m deep misery, believes that it is withm reach 
of a Fraternal Heaven on Earth With longing arms, it 
struggles to embrace the Unspeakable , cannot embrace it, 
owmg to certain causes — Seldom do we find that a whole 
People can be said to have any Faith at all , except m thmgs 
which it can eat and handle ^Vhensoeve^ it gets any Faith, 
its history becomes spirit stirring noteworthy But smce the 
time when steel Europe shook itself simultaneously at the 
word of Hermit Peter, and rushed towards the Sepulchre 
where God had lam, there was no umversal impulse of Faith 
that one could note Smce Protestantism went silent, no 
Luther’s voice, no Zisca’s drum any longer proclamung that 
God’s Truth was not the Devil’s Lie ; and the Last of the 
Cameromans (Renwick was the name of him , honour to the 
name of the brave 1) sank, shot, on the Castle hill of Edin 
burgh, there was no partial impulse of Faith among Nations 
Till now, behold, once more, this French Nation believes I 

Herein, 
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llcrcitu Nvc Kny, in Uu\l nstoni*>‘hinj: Fnilh of Ihcin;, lies the 
miracle. It is u Fnilh nndouhtcdly of Uic more prodigious 
scrip even among Faiths; nnd will embody ilscU in prodigies. 
Jt is the soul of Hint worhhprodigy named French devolution ; 
whereat the world still pm/cs nnd shudders. 

Hut, for the rest, let no man aslc Jlistorj' to explain by ca\isc 
nnd effect how the business proceeded licnoeforUi. This battle 
of Mountain nnd Gironde, nnd what follows^ is the battle of 
Fanaticisms and Miracles; unsuitable for cause nnd effect. 
The sound of it, to the mind, is ns n hubbub of voices in dis- 
IracHon ; litUc of articulate is to be gathered by long listening 
nnd studying; only battle tumult, shouts of triumpli, shrieks 
of despair. The Mountain has left no Memoirs ; the Girondins 
have left Memoirs, which arc too often little other than long- 
drawn Interjections, of Jf'or tar, n!ul Carmf he ye. So soon 
ns History can philosophicnlly ilrhneutc the connugralion 
of a kiTidlcd Fireship, she may try tins other task. Here 
lay the bitumen-slratum, there the brimstone one; so ran the 
vein of gunpowder, of nitre, terebinth nnd fo\)l jp^casc : this, 
were she inquisitive enough* History might partly know. Ihit 
how they neted nnd reacted below decks, one nrc-slmlum 
playing into the oUicr, by its nature nnd the art of man, now 
when all hands ran ringing, nnd the flames lashed high over 
shrouds and topmast: this let not History attempt. 

The Fireship is old France, ii\c old French Fonn of Life; 
her crew n Generation of men. Wild arc their cries and their 
ragings Utcre, like spirits tonnented in that flame. Hut, on 
the whole, are they not gone, O Header ? Their Fireship 
nnd they, frightening Uie world, have sailed away ; its flames 
and iis thunders quite away, into the Deep of Time. One 
thing therefore History will do : pity them all ; for it went 
hard witli them all. Not even the sengreen Incorruptible but 
shall have some pity, some human love, though it takes an 
effort. And now, so much once thoroughly attained, the rest 
will become easier. To Uic eye of equal brotherly pity, in- 
numerable pcrv’crsions dissipate themselves ; exaggerations 
and execrations fall off, of tlicir own accord. Standing Wist- 
fully on the safe shore, we will look, and see, what is of interest 
to us, what is adapted to us. 


CHAP. 1 
Kcb. 
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CHAPTER II 

CULOTTIC AND SaNSCULOTTIC 

Gibonde and Mountain are now in full quarrel ; their mutual 
rage, says Toulongeon, b growing a *pale* rage. Curious, 
lamentable ; all these men have the word Republic on their 
lips ; in the heart of every one of them is a passionate wish 
for something which he c^s Republic : yet see their death- 
quarrel 1 So, however, are men made. Creatures who live 
in confusion; who, once thrown together, can readily fall 
into that confusion of confusions which quarrel is, simply 
because their confusions differ from one another; still more 
because they seem to differ 1 Men’s words are a poor exponent 
of their thought ; nay their thought itself is a poor exponent 
of the inward unnamed Mystery, wherefrom both thought and 
action have their birth. No man can explain himself, can get 
himself explained; men see not one another, but dbtorted 
phantasms which they call one another ; which they hate and 
go to batUe with : for all battle b weU smd to be misunder- 
standing. 

But indeed that similitude of the Fireship; of our poor 
French brethren, so fiery themselves, worling also in an efemenf 
of fire, was not insignificant. Consider it well, there is a 
shade of the truth in it. For a man, once committed head- 
long to republican or any other *rranscendentalbm, and fight- 
ing and fonaticising amid a Nation of hts like, becomes os it 
were enveloped in an ambient atmosphere of Transcendentalism 
and Belirium : lus individual self is lost in something that is 
not himself, but foreign though inseparable from him. Strange 
to think of, the man’s cloak still seems to hold the same man : 
and yet the roan b not there, lus volition is not there ; nor 
the source of what he will do and devise ; instead of the man 
and hb volition there is a piece o! Fanaticism and Fatalism 
incarnated in the shape o! him. He, the hapless incarnated 
Fanaticism, goes lus road ; no man can help lum, he lumsell 
least of all. It b n wonderful, tragical predicament; — such 
ns human language, unused to deal with these Uungs, being 
contrived for the uses t»f common life, struggles to shadow 

out 
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out in figures. The ambient element ol material fire is not CHAP. II 
wilder tlian tliis of Fanaticism ; nor, though visible to the Feb. i703 
eye, is it more real. Volition bursts forUi involuntary-volun- 
tary ; rapt along ; tlic movement of free human minds becomes 
a raging tornado of fatalism, blind as the winds ; and Moun- 
tain and Gironde, when Uicy recover themselves, arc alike 
astounded to see where it has flung and dropt them. To 
such height of miracle can men work on men ; the Conscious 
and the Unconscious blended inscrutably in this our inscrut- 
able Life ; endless Necessity environing Freewill f 

The weapons of Unc Girondins arc Political Philosophy, 
Respectability, and Eloquence. Eloquence, or call it rhetoric, 
really of a superior order; Vergniaud, for instance, turns a 
period as sweetly as any man of that generation. Tlic weapons 
of the Mountain arc those of mere Nature : * Audacity and 
Impetuosity whicli may become Ferocity, as of men complete 
in their determination, in their conviction ; nay of men, in 
some eases, who as Scptcmbcrcrs must either prevail or perish. 

Tlxc ground to be fought for is Popularity : further, you may 
ciUxer seek Popularity witli the friends of Freedom and Order, 
or with the friends of Freedom Simple ; to seek it with both 
has uixhappily become impossible. Witlx the former sort, and 
generally with the Authorities of the Departments, and such 
as read Parliamentary Debates, and arc of Respectability, 
and of a peace-loving moneyed nature, the Girondins carry 
it. With Uxe extreme Patriot again, with the indigent IMillions, 
especially with tlxc Population of Paris who do not read so 
much as hear and see, tlxc Girondins altogether lose it, and 
the Jlountain carries it. 

Egoism, nor meanness of mind, is not wanting on cither 
side. Surely not on the Girondin side; where in fact the 
instinct of sclf“prcscr\^ation, too prominently unfolded by 
circumstances, cuts almost a sorry figure ; where also a certain 
finesse, to the length even of shuffling and shanxming, now 
and then shows itself. They arc men sldllul in Advocate-fence. 

They have been called the Jesuits of the Revolution ; ' but 
that is too hard a name. It must he owned likewise that this 
rude blustering Sloimtain has a sense in it of what the Revolu- 
tion means ; which these eloquent Girondins are totally void 
of. Was' the Revolution made, and fought for, against the 

^ Bumouriez, hUmoircty ui. 314 . 
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BOOK III world, these four weary years that a Formula might be sub 
Feb 1793 stantiated , that Society might become methodic, demonstrable 
by logic , and the old Noblesse with their pretensions vanish t 
Or ought it not withal to bring some glimmenng of light and 
alleviation to the Twenty five Millions, who sat m darkness, 
heavy laden, till they rose with pikes m their hands ? At 
least and lowest, one would think, it should brmg them a pro 
portion of bread to hve on ? There is m the Mountain here 
and there , m Marat People’s tnend , in the mcomiptible 
Seagreen hunself, though otherwise so lean and formularj, 
a heartfdt knowledge of this latter fact, — ^without which 
knowledge all other knowledge here is naught and the choicest 
forensic eloquence is as soundmg brass and a tinklmg cymbal 
Most Cold, on the other hand most patronising unsubstantial 
IS the tone of the Girondms towards * our poorer brethren ’ , 
— those brethren whom one often hears of tinder the collective 
name of * the masses,' as if they were not persons at all, but 
mounds of combustible explosive matenal, for blowing down 
Bastilles withl In very truth a Revolutionist of this kind, 
IS he not a Solecism ? Disowned by Nature and Art , deserving 
only to be erased, and disappear! Surely, to our poorer 
brethren of Pans, all this Girondm patronage sounds deadenmg 
and killmg if fine spoken and mcontrovertible m logic, then 
all the falser, all the hatefuler in fact. 

Nay doubtless, pleading for Popularity, here among our 
poorer brethren of Pans, the Girondm has a hard game to 
play If he gam the ear of the Respectable at a distance, it 
IS by insisting on September and suchlike , it is at the expense 
of this Pans where he dwells and perorates Hard to per 
orate m such an auditory! ^Vherefo^e the question anscs 
Could we not get ourselves out of this Pans ? Twice or oftener 
such an attempt is made If not we ourselves, thinks Guadet, 
then at least our SuppIMns might do it. For every Deputy 
has his Suppliant, or Substitute, who will take his plare if 
need be might not these assemble, say at Btnirgcs, which w a 
quiet episcopal Town, m quiet Rem, forty good leagues off t 
In that case, what profit were it for the Pans Sanseulottcry 
to insult us , our SuppUans sitting quiet m Bourges, to whom 
we could run ? Nay, even the Primary electoral Assemblies, 
thinks Guadet, might be reconvoked, and a New Convention 
got. With new orders from the Sovereign People , and rght 
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glad were Lyons, •were Bordeaux, Rouen, Marseilles, as yet CHAP, II 
Provincial Towns, to welcome us in their turn, and become a Feb. 1703 
sort ol Capital Towns ; and teach these Parisians reason. 

Fond schemes ; which all misgo ! If decreed, in heat of 
eloquent logic, today, they arc repealed, by clamour and pas- 
sionate wider considerations, on (he morrow.^ Will you, 

0 Girondins, parcel us into separate Republics, then ; like the 
Swiss, like your Americans; so that there be no lilctropolis 
or indi%*isiblc French Nation any more ? Your Dcparlmental 
Guard seemed to point that way ! Federal Republic ? Fede- 
ralist ? Men and Knitting-women repeat F6d6ralislc, with or 
without much Dictionary-meaning ; but go on repeating it, 
as is usual in such eases, till the meaning of it becomes almost 
magical, fit to designate all mystery of Iniquity ; and F6d6ra~ 
lisle has grown a word of Exorcism and Apage-Satams. But 
furthermore, consider what ‘ poisoning of public opinion ’ in 
the Departments, by these Brissot, Gorsas, Caritat-Condorcct 
Newspapers ! And then also ivliat counter-poisoning, stiU 
feller in quality, by a Fere Duchesne of Ildbcrt, brutalcst News- 
paper yet published on Earth ; by a Jloitgifj of Guffroy ; by 
the ‘ ineendiary leaves of Marat ’ 1 More than once, on com- 
plaint given and effervescence rising, it is decreed tliat a man 
cannot both be Legislator and Editor; that he shall choose 
between the one function and the other." But this too, which 
indeed could help little, is revoked or eluded ; remains a pious 
wish mainly. 

' Jlcanwhilc, as tlic sad fruit of such strife, behold, 0 ye 
National Representatives, how, between the friends of Law 
and the friends of Freedom everywhere, mere heats and 
jealousies have arisen ; fevering the whole Republic ! Depart- 
ment, Provincial Town is set against Metropolis, Rich against 
Poor, Culottic against Sansculottic, man against man. From 
the Southern Cities come Addresses of an almost inculpatory 
character; for Paris has long suffered Newspaper calumny. 

Bordeaux demands a reign of Law and Respectability, mean- 
ing Girondism, w'ith emphasis. With emphasis Marseilles 
demands the like. Nay, from JlarsciUcs there come two 
Addresses ; one Girondin ; one Jacobin Sansculottic. Hot 
Rebecqui, sick of this Convention-work, has given place to his 

' MoniUur^ 1793, No. X40, etc. * lint. Part, xxv. 25, etc. 
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BOOK III But the second sore place of the Mountain is this anom- 
March 1793 aJous Monseigneur Equahty Prince d’Ori&ins, Behold these 
men, says the Gironde , mth a whilom Bourbon Pnnee among 
them • they are creatures of the D’OrUans Faction , they mil 
have Phihppe made Emg , One Eing no soonei guillotined 
than another made m his stead 1 Girondms have moved, 
Buzot moved long ago, from prmciple and also from Jesuitism, 
that the whole race of Bourhons should be marched forth from 
the soil of Prance ; this Prmce Egahtfi to bimg up the rear 
Slotions which might produce some effect on the public, — 
which the Mountain, ill at ease, knows not what to do with 
And poor Orlfians Egaht6 himself, for one begins to pity 
even him, what does he do with them ? The disowned of all 
parties, the rejected and foolishly bednfted hither and thither, 
to what comer of Nature can he now drift with advantage ? 
Feasible hope remains not for lum unfeasible hope, in p^id 
doubtful glimmers, there may still come, bewildering, not 
cheermg or lUummatmg — from the Dumounez quarter; and 
how if not the time wasted Orleans Egaht^, then perhaps the 
young unworn Chartres Egalit£ might use to be a kmd of 
King ? Sheltered, if shelter it be, m the delts of the Moun 
tain, poor Egahti will wait one refuge in Jacobinism, one in 
Dumounez and Counter Revolution, are there not two chances ? 
However, the look of him. Dame Genhs says, is groivn gloomy ; 
sod to see SiUery also, the Genlis’s Husband, who hovers 
about the Mountam, not on it, is m a bad way. Dome Genhs 
IS come to Ramey, out of England and Bury St Edmunds, in 
these days; being summoned by Egalit£, with her joung 
charge. Mademoiselle Egaliti,^that so Mademoiselle might 
not ^ counted among Emigrants and hardly dealt with But 
it pro\es a ravelled business Genlis and charge find that they 
must return to the Netherlands ; must wait on the Frontiers 
for a week or two , till Slonselgneur, by Jacobm help, get it 
wound up * Next mormng,* saj-s Dame Genlis, ‘ Monseigneur, 
gloomier than ever, gave me his arm, to lead me to the carnage 
I was greatly troubled ; JIademoiselle burst mto tears , her 
Father was pale and tremblmg After I had got seated, he 
stood immovable at the carnage-door, with his ejes fixed on 
me ; his mournful and painful look seemed to implore pity 
** Adieu, Madame/** said he The altered sound of his voice 
completely overcame me ; unable to utter a word, I held out 

my 
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my hand ; he grasped it close 5 then tximing, and advancing CHAP. Ill 
sharply towards the postilions, he gave them a sign, and wc Mnrcli 1703 
rolled away.’ ' 

Nor are Peace-makers wanting ; ol whom likewise we 
mention two ; one fast on the crown of the ^fountain, the 
oilier not yet alighted anjivlicrc ; Danton and Barrirc. 

Ingenious Barrirc, Old-Conslilucnt and Editor, from the 
slopes of the PjTcnccs, is one of the uscfulcst men of tliis 
Convention, in his way. Tndh may lie on both sides, on 
cither side, or on neither side ; my friends, ye must give and 
take : for tlic rest, success to the winning side 1 This is the 
motto of Barrirc. Ingenious, almost genial ; quick-sighted, 
supple, graceful ; a man that will prosper. Scarcely Belial 
in tlio assembled Pandemonium was plausiblcr to car and 
eye. An indispensable man : in the great Art of Varnish he 
may be said to seek his fellow. Has there an explosion arisen, 
as many do arise, a confusion, unsightliness, which no tongue 
can speak of, nor eye look on ; give it to Barrire ; Barrire 
shall be Committcc-Ilcportcr of it ; you shall sec it transmute 
itself into a regularity, into the very beauty and improvement 
that was needed. ^Vithout one such man, we say, how were 
this Convention bestead 1 Call him not, as exaggerative 
^Icrcier doc.s, * the greatest liar in France ’ : nay it may be 
argued there is not truth enough in him to make a real lie of. 

Call him, with Burke, Anaereon of the Guillotine, and a man 
serviceable to this Convention. 

The other Peace-maker whom we name is Danton. Peaee, 

O peace with one another 1 cries Danton often enough : Arc 
we not alone against the world ; a little band of brothers ? 

Broad Danton is loved by all the ^fountain ; but they think 
him too casy-tcmpcrcd, deficient in suspicion : he has stood 
between Dumouricz and much censure, anxious not to ex- 
asperate our only General : in the shrill tumtdt Danton’s 
strong voice reverberates, for union and pacification, llfeetings 
there are ; dinings witlx the Girondins : it is so pressingly 
essential that there be xmion. But the Girondins are haughty 
and respectable : this Titan Danton is not a man of Formulas, 
and there rests on him a shadow of September. ‘ Your 
Girondins have no confidence in me ’ : this is the answer a 

^ Gcnlis, (London, 1825), iv. 1x8. 
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Commissioner Merim, the ThionTiller, ‘ malnng sallies, at the 
head o! the besieged ’ ; — ^resist to the death ; but not longer 
than that. How sad s reverse for Mentzl Brave Forster, 
brave Lux planted Liberty trees, amid fa ira mg music, m the 
snow-slush of last wmter, there ; and made Jacobin Soaebes , 
and got the Territory mcorporated with Ranee; they came 
hither to Pans, as Depubcs or Delegates, and have their 
eighteen francs a-day : but see, before once the Liberty tree 
IS got nghtly m leaf, Mentz is changing mto an explosive crater ; 
vomiting fire, bevomiled with fire I 

Neither of these men shall agam see Hentz; they have 
come hither only to die, Forster has been round the Globe; 
he saw Cook pensh under Owjhee dubs ; but like this Pans 
he has yet seen or suffered nothing Poverty escorts him* 
from home there can nothing come, except Job’s news; the 
eighteen daily francs, which we here as Deputy or Delate 
with difficulty * touch,* are m paper oxngnolr, and smk fast 
m value. Poverty, disappomtment, inacbon, obloquy; the 
brave heart slowlv breakmg ! Such is Forster’s lot. For the 
rest. Demoiselle Th&oigue snules on you m the Soirfes ; ‘ a 
beautiful brownlockcd face,’ of an exalted temper, and con 
tnves to keep her carnage. Prussian Trcnck, the poor subter- 
ranean Boron, jargons and jangles m an unmelodious manner. 
Thomas Paine’s face is red pustuled, ‘ but the eyes uncommonly 
hnght,’ Convenbon Depubcs ask you to dinner : very cour- 
teous , and * we all play at plumpsaei, ’ ^ * It is the Explosion 
and New-creabon of a TTorid,* savs Forster ; * and the actors 
m it, such small mean objects, buzzing round cme inr<> a handful 
of flies * — 

Likewise there is war with Spam. Spam will advance 
through the gorges of the Pyrenees; rustling with Bourbon 
banners, jingling with artillery and menace. And England 
has donned the red coat ; and xnardies, with Hoyal Highness 
of York, — ^whom some once spake of mvibng to be our King 
Changed that humour now : and ever more diangmg , till no 
hateluler thmg walk tln< Earth a denizen of that tyrannous 

Island , and Pitt be declared and decreed, with eflervescence, 

* L’enneni du genre Aunain, The enemv of mankind ' ; and, 
very singular to sav, you make order that no Soldier ol liberty 
give quarter to an Whidi order, however, the 

* F«cstei’* JBru/wmku., u. 514. 4te, 
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Soldier of Liberty docs but partially obey. We will lake no 
Prisoners then, say the Soldiers of Liberty ; they shall all be 
* Deserters ’ Mini we takc.^ It is a frantic order ; and attended 
with inconvenience. For surely, if you give no quarter, the 
plain issue is that you vnVL gel none; and so the business 
become as broad as it was long.— Our recruitment ‘ of 
Tlircc-hundrcd Thousand men,’ which was the decreed 
force for tliis year, is like to have work enough laid to its 
hand. 

So many enemies come wending on ; penetrating through 
throats of mountains, steering over the salt sea ; towards all 
points of our territory ; rattling chains at us. Nay, worst of 
all : there is an enemy %vitliin our own territory itself. In the 
early days of JIarch, the Nantes Postbags do not arrive ; there 
arrive only instead of them Conjecture, Apprehension, bodeful 
wind of Rumour, The bodcfulest proves true. Those fanatic 
Peoples of La Vendde will no longer keep omder : their fire of 
insurrection, heretofore dissipated with dilTiculty, blazes out 
anew, after the King’s Death, as a wide conflagration ; not 
riot but chdl war. Your Catliclincaus, your Stofflets, Charettes, 
arc other men than W'as thought : behold how their Peasants^ 
in mere russet and hodden, with their rude arms, rude array, 
with their fanatic Gaelic frenz)” and whd-yelling battle-cry of 
God and the Kingr dash at us like a dark wiiirlwind ; and blow 
the best-disciplined Nationals w'c can get into panic and cauve- 
qui’peui ! Field after field is theirs ; one sees not where it 
will end. Commandant Santerre may be sent there; but 
vnili non-effect ; he might as well have returned and brewed 
beer. 

It has become peremptorily ncccssarj^ that a National Con- 
vention cease arguing, and begin acting. Yield one party of 
you to the other, and do it s^riftly. No theoretic outlook is 
here, but the close certainty of ruin ; the very day that is 
passing over us must be pro\ddcd for. 

It was Friday the Eighth of March when this Job s-po^ 
from Dumouriez, thickly preceded and escorted by co many 
other Job’s-posts, reached the National Convention. ^ Blank 
enough are most faces. Little will it avail whether our Septem- 
berets be punished or go unpunished ; if Pitt and Co.oourg 

^ S-? DoTip-Tjartln, Evfnminu it 
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BOOK III are coming m, with one punishment for us all , nothing now 
March 10 , between Pans itself and the Tyrants but a doubtful Dumouner, 
and hosts in loose flowmg loud retreat t — ^Danton the Titan 
rises in this hour as always in the hour of need Great is his 
v6ice, reverberating from the domes — Citizen Representatives, 
shall we not, m such cnsis of Fate, lay aside discords ? Reputa 
tion O what is the reputation of tins man or of that ? ‘ Que 
mon nom soii fliiri , j«e la France smt Itbre Let my name be 
blighted ; Let France be free t ^ It is necessary now again 
that France nse, in swift vengeance, with her million right 
hands, with her heart as of one man Instantaneous recruit* 
ment in Pans , let every Section of Pans furnish its thousands , 
every Section of France I Ninety six Commissioners of us, 
two for each Section of the Forty eight, they must go forth 
with, and tell Pans what the Country needs of her Let Eighty 
more of us be sent, post baste, over France , to spread the fire 
cross, to call forth the might of men Let the Eighty also be 
on the road, before tWs sittmg nse Lict them go, and think 
what their errand is Speedy camp of Fifty thousand between 
Pans and the North Frontier , for Pans will pour forth her 
volunteers 1 Shoulder to sbouldtx , one strong nnwerstil death 
defiant nsing and mshmg ; we shall hurl back these Sons of 
Night yet agam , and France, m spite of the world, be free J * 
— So sounds the Titan’s voice into all Section houses , into 
all French hearts Sections sit in Permanence, for recruit 
ment, enrolment, that very night Convention Commissioners 
on swift wheels, arc carrying the fire cross from Town to Town, 
till all France blaze. 

And so there is Flag of Fatherland tn Danger waving from 
the Townhail, Black Flag from the top of Notre Dame Cathedral, 
there is Prodamation, hot eloquence ; Pans rushing out once 
again to stnke lU enemies down That, in such circumstanecs 
Pans was in no mild humour, can be conjectured Agitated 
streets , still more agitated round the Salle de Manage ! 
FcuiUans Terrace crowds itself ivith angrj Citizens angner 
Citizencsses , Varlet perambulates with portable chair ejacu 
lations of no measured kind, ns to perfidious fine spoken 
Ilommes d iiat, fnends of Dumounez, secret fnends of Vitt 
and CobouTg, burst from the hearts and lips of men To 
fight the enemy ? Yes, and even to ' freeze him with terror, 

» \ a J/tit Tart »*» 6 ). 
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placer dVJroi ’ : b\il firsl lo have domesUe Traitors punished ! CHAV. IV 
Who arc tlicy thal, carpinp and quarrelling, in their jcsuilic Mfvrch 10, 
most vwdrra!c wiy, seek to shackle the Patriotic movement ? 

That divide France against Paris, and poison public opinion 
in the Dcparlmcnls ? That 'vvhen ivc ask for bread, and a 
Maximum fixed-price, treat us vdlh lectures on Free-trade in 
grains ? Can the liuman stomach satisfy itself wlh lectures 
on Free-trade ; and arc we to fight the Austrians in a moderate 
manner, or in an immoderate? This Convention must be 
7)tirgrd. 

' Set up a sivift Tribunal for Traitors, a Maximum for 
Grains’: thus speak ivith energy the Patriot Volunteers, as 
tJicy defile through the Convention Hall, just on the vdng to 
the Frontiers ; — perorating in (hat hcroical Carnhyscs-vcin of 
theirs : beshouted by the Galleries and Mountain ; bemur- 
mured by the Right-side and Plain. Nor arc prodigies \vant- 
ing : lo, vliilc a Captain of the Section Poissonnicrc perorates 
with vehemence alioul Dumouricz, Maximum and Cryplo- 
Roynlisl Traitors, and his troop beat chonrs with liim, Avaving 
their Banner overhead, the eye of a Deputy discerns, in this 
same Banner, that the crax^ntes or streamers of it have Royal 
flcurs-de-lys 1 Tlie Section-Captain shrieks ; liis troop shriek, 
horror-struck, and * trample the Banner under foot ’ : sccminglj' 
the work of some Crypto-Royalist Plotter ? Most probable : * 

— or jicrhaps at bottom, only the old Banner of the Section, 
manufactured prior to the Tenth of August, when such streamers 
were according to rule 1 ■ 

History, looking over the Girondin Memoirs, anxious to 
discnUinglc the tnilli of them from the li 3 'slerics, finds tlicsc 
days of Marcli, cspcciallj" this Sunday the Tenth of Alarcli, 
plaj’ a great pari. Plots, plots ; a plot for murdering the 
Girondin Deputies; Anarchists and Sccrct-Roj^alists ]ilotting, 
in licllish concert, for that end ! The far greater part of which 
is liystcrics. What avc do find indisputable is, that Louvcl 
aud certain Girondins were apprehensive the}' might he murdered 
on Saturday, and did not go to the evening sitting ; but held 
council with one another, each inciting his fellow to do some- 
thing resolute, and end these Anarchists : to which, however, 
ration, opening the window, and finding the night very wet, 
ansAvered only, ‘ Ils nc feroni nVn,’ and ‘ composedly resumed 

* Choix del Raf'forti^ xi. 277. ^ Hiit. Pari, xxv. 72, 

his 




276 


THE GIRONDINS 


BOOK III his Violin/ says Louvet , ^ therebj, with soft Lydian tweedle- 
Hfftreh 10, decuig, to Wrap himself against eating cares Also that Louvet 
felt especially liable to being killed, that several Girondms 
went abroad to seek beds liable to bemg killed, but were 
not Further that, in very truth, Joumahst Deputy Gorsas, 
poisoner of the Departments, he and his Prmler had their houses 
broken into (by a tumult of Patriots among whom redcapped 
Varlet, American Fourmer loom forth, m the darkness of the 
ram and not) , had their wives put m fear , their presses, 
types and circumjacent eqmpments beaten to rum , no Mayor 
intcrlcnng m time, Goisas himself escaping, pistol m hand, 
‘ along the copmg of the back wall ’ Further, that Sunday, 
the morrow, was not a workday , and the streets were more 
agitated than ever Is it a new September, then, that those 
Anarchists mtend ? Fmally, that no September came , — and 
also that hystencs, not unnaturally, had reached almost their 
acme * 

Vergniaud denounces and deplores, m sweetly turned 
periods Section Bonconseil, Good counsel so named, not 
Mauconseil or III counsel as it once was — does a far notabler 
thing demands that Vergmaud, Bnssot, Guadet, and other 
denunciatory, fine spoken Girondins, to the number of Twenty 
two, be put under arrest I Section Good counsel, so named 
e\cr since the Tenth of August, is sharply rebuked, hke a 
Section of lUMiounsel * but its word is spoken and will not 
fall to the groimd 

In fact, one thmg strikes us m these poor Girondins their 
fatal shortness of vision , nay fatal poorness of character, for 
that is the root of it They are as strangers to the People 
they would govern , to the thmg they have come to work in 
Formulas Phdosopkes, Uespectabihties, what has been written 
in Books, and admitted by the Cultivated Gasses this in 
adequate Scheme of Nature’s working is all that Nature, let 
her work ns she wdl, can reveal to these men So they per 
orate and speculate ; and call on the Fnends of Law, when the 
question 13 not Law or No-Law, but Life or No-Lile Pedants 
of the Re% olution if not Jesuits of it ! Their Formalism is 
great, great also is their Egoism France nsing to fight 
Austria has been raised only by plot of the Tenth of Jfnrch 

* Lo«vet, p. 71. ♦ Mefllin, pp. 14} L<**«1 rp> ri-So. 
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to kill Twenty-two of them 1 This Revolution Prodigy, un- 
folding itself into terrific stature and articulation, by its own 
laws and Nature’s, not by the laws of Formula, has become 
unintelligible, incredible as an impossibility, the ‘ waste chaos 
of a Dream.’ A Republic founded on what they call the 
Virtues ; on what we call the Decencies and Respectabilities : 
this they will have, and nothing but this. Whatsoever other 
Republic Nature and Reality sent, shall be considered as not 
sent 5 as a kind of Nightmare Vision, and thing non-extant ; 
disowned by the Laws of Nature and of Formula. Alas, dim 
for the best eyes is this Reality ; and as for these men, they will 
not look at it with eyes at all, but only through ‘ facetted 
spectacles’ of Pedantry, wounded Vanity ; which yield the most 
portentous fallacious spectrum. Carping and complaining for 
ever of Plots and Anarchy, they wiU do one thing ; prove, 
to demonstration, that the Reality will not translate into their 
Formula ; that they and their Formula are incompatible with 
the Reality : and, in its dark math, the Reality will extinguish 
it and them ! What a man kens he cans. But the beginning 
of a man’s doom is, that vision be withdrawn from him ; that 
he see not the reality, but a false spectrum of the reality ; 
and following that, step darkly, with more or less velocity, 
downwards to the utter Dark ; to Ruin, which is the great 
Sea of Darkness, whither aU falsehoods, winding or direct, 
continually flow 1 

This Tenth of March we may mark as an epoch in the 
Girondin destinies 5 the rage so exasperated itself, the miscon- 
ception so darkened itself. Many desert the sittings ; many 
come to them armed.^ An honourable Deputy, setting out 
after breakfast, must now, besides taking his Notes, see whether 
his Priming is in order. 

Meanwhile with Dumouriez in Belgium it fares ever worse. 
Were it again General Miranda’s fault, or some other’s fault, 
there is no doubt whatever but the ‘ Battle of Nerwinden,’ on 
the 18th of March, is lost ; and our rapid retreat has become 
'a far too rapid one. Victorious Cobourg, with his Austrian 
prickers, hangs like a dark cloud on the rear of us : Dumouriez 
never off, horseback night or day; engagement every three 
hours ; our whole discomfited Host rolling rapidly inwards, full 
1 MeillaD, Mitmira^ pp. 85, 24* 
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BOOK 111 ol rage, suspicion, and saute-qu%'peut \ And then Dumounez 
Marcli 1703 himself, what his intents may be ? tVicked sccmmglj and not 
chantable I His despatches to Committee openly denounce 
a factious Convention, for the woes it has brought on France 
and him And his speeches — for the General has no reticence I 
The execution of the Tyrant this Dumounez calls the Murder 
of the Kmg Danton and Lacroix, fl>nng thither os Commts 
Bioners once more, return very doubtful, even Danton now 
doubts 

Three Jacobin Missionaries, Proly, Dubmsson, Percyia 
have flown forth , sped by a wakeful Slother Socictj they 
are struck dumb to hear the General speak. The Convention, 
accordmg to this General, consists of three-hundred scoundrels 
and fourhimdrcd imbeciles France cannot do without a 
Kmg *But we have executed our Kmg’ ‘And what is it 
to me* hastily cnes Dumounez a General of no reticence, 
* whether the King s name be Ludovteus or Jacobus T * * Or 
PhtUpjms ! * rejoins Proly , — and hastens to report progress 
Over the Frontiers such hope is there 


CHAPTER V 

SAnSCUlXlTTlSM ACCOOTBED 

Let us look, however, at the grand mtcmal Sonsculottism 
and Revolution Prodigy, whether it stirs and waxes there 
and not elsewhere may hope still be for France The Revolu 
lion Prodigy, as Decree after Decree issues from the Mountain 
like creative accordant with the nature of the Thing — 
13 shaping itself rapidly m these days mto tcmflc stature and 
articulation, limb alter limb Last March 1702, we saw all 
France flowing m blind terror , shutting town bamers boilmg 
pitch for Bngands happier, this March that it is a scemg 
terror, that a creative Mountam exists which can say fall 
Recruitment proceeds with fierce eelenty nevertheless our 
loluutcers hesitate to set out, till Treason be punished at 
home , they do not fly to the frontiers , but only fly hither 
and tether demanding and denouncing The Sfountam must 
speak new fiai and new fuUs 


And 
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And does it not speak such ? Take, as first example, those CHAP. V 
Comitis Bholutionnaires for the arrestment of Persons Suspect. March 1793 
Revolutionary Committee, of Twelve chosen Patriots, sits in 
every Township of France; examining the Suspect, seeking 
arms, making domiciliary visits and arrestments ; — caring, 
generally, that the Republic suffer no detriment. Chosen by 
universal sufli;age, each in its Section, they are a kind of elixir 
of Jacobinism ; some Forty-four Thousand of them awake and 
alive over France ! In Paris and aU Towns, every house-door 
must have the names of the inmates legibly printed on it, ‘ at 
a height not exceeding five feet from the ground ’ ; every 
Citizen must produce his certificatory Carte de Civisme, signed 
by Section-President ; every man be ready to give account 
of the faith that is in him. Persons Suspect had as well depart 
this soil of Liberty I And yet departure too is bad : aU Emi- 
grants are declared Traitors, their property become National ; 
they are ‘ dead in Law,’ — save, indeed, that for our behoof 
they shall ‘live yet fifty years in Law,’ and what heritages 
may fall to them in that time become National too ! A mad 
vitality of Jacobinism, with Forty-four Thousand centres of 
activity, circulates through aU fibres of France, 

Very notable also is the Tribunal Ecctraordinaire : ^ decreed 
by the Mountain ; some Girondins dissenting, for surely such a 
Court contradicts every formula; — other Girondins assenting, 
nay co-operating, for do not we all hate Traitors, O ye people 
of Paris ? — Tribmal of the Seventeenth, in August last, was 
swift; but this shall be swifter. Five Judges; a standing 
Jury, which is named from Paris and the Neighbourhood, 
that there be not delay in naming it : they are subject to no 
Appeal ; to hardly any Law-forms, but must ‘ get themselves 
convinced ’ in all readiest ways ; and for security are bound 
‘ to vote audibly ’ ; audibly, in the hearing of a Paris Public. 

This is the Tribunal Extraordinaire ; which, in few months, 
getting into most lively action, shall be entitled Tribunal 
BSvolutionnaire ; as indeed it from the very first has entitled 
itself ; with a Herman or a Dumas for Judge-President, vdth 
a Fouquier-Tinville for Attorney-General, and a Jury of such 
as Citizen Leroi, who has sumamed himself Dix-Aoht, ‘ Leroi 
August-Tenth,’ it will become the wonder of the world. Herein 
has Sansculottism fashioned for itself a Sword of Sharpness : a 
^ McniUurf No. 70 (du ii Mars), No. 76, etc. 
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BOOK III weapon magical , tempered m the Stygian hell waters , to 
March 1793 the edge of it all armour, and delence of strength or of cunning 
shall be soft , it shall mow down Lives and Brazen gates , 
and the waving of it shed terror through the souls of men 

But spealang of an amorphous Sansculottism taking form 
ought we not, above tdl things to specify how the Amorphous 
gets Itself a Head ? Without metaphor, this Rev olulion 
Government contmues hitherto m a very anarchic state 
Executive Council of Ministers, Six m number, there is but 
they, especially smce Rolands retreat, have hardly known ^ 
whether they were Ministers or not Convention Committees 
sit supreme over them , but then each Committee as supreme 
os the others Committee of Twentj *one, of Defence, of General 
Surety , simultaneous or successive, for specific purposes 
The invention alone is all powerful — especially if the Com 
mune go with it , but is too numerous for an admmistmtivc 
body \\'heretoTe, in this perilous quich whirling condition 
of the Republic before the end of March we ohtam our small 
Cormti de Salut Ftiblic , ^ as it were, for miscellaneous accidental 
purposes reqmrmg despatch , — as it proves, for a sort of umversal 
supervision, and umversal subjeebon They arc to report 
weekly, these new Coumuttee-men , hut to deliberate m secret 
Their number is Nme, firm Patriots all, Danton one of them , 
renewable every month , — yet why not re-elect them if they 
turn out well ? The flower of the matter is, that they arc 
but nine , that they sit m secreL An insignificant lookmg 
thing at first, this Committee, but with a pnncjple of growth 
m itj Forwarded by fortune, by internal Jacobm energy, 
it will reduce all Committees and the Convention itself to mute 
obedience, the Six Mmisters to Six assiduous Clerks , and work 
its will on the Earth and under Heaven for a season A * Com 
mittee of Public Salvation ' whereat the world still shneks 
and shudders 

If we call that Revolubonary Tnhunal a Sword which Sans 
culotbsm has provided lor itself then let us call the ‘ Law of 
the Maximum * a Provender senp or Hav crsack, wherein, 
better or worse, some ration of bread may be foxmd It is 
true Pohtical Economy, Girondm free-trade, and alUIaw of 
supply and demand, arc hereby hurled topsyturvy but what 
help ? Patnobsm must live , the * cupidity of farmers ’ seems 
» iijnutitr No. 9 } (da U M«r» 1793) No*. 9® 99 . »»■ 
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to have no bowels. ^Vl^crc^o^c this Law of the ^laximum, CHAP. V 
fixing the highest price of grains, is, ^Yith infinite effort, not I^rnrch 1703 
passed ; ' and shall gradually extend itself into a JIaximum 
for all manner of comestibles and commodities : 'svith such 
scrambling and topsytim^ung as may be fancied I For now 
if, for example, the farmer will not sell ? The farmer shall be 
forced to sell. An accurate Account of what grain he has 
shall be delivered in to the Constituted Authorities : let him 
sec that he say not too much ; for in that ease, his rents, taxes 
and contributions W'ill rise projiortionally : let him see that he 
say not too little ; for, on or before a set day, we shall suppose 
in April, less than onc-third of this declared quantity must 
remain in his barns, more than two-thirds of it must have been 
tlirashcd and sold. One can denounce him, and raise penalties. 

By such inextricable overturning of all Commercial relations 
will Sansculottism keep life in ; since not othenvisc. On the 
whole, as Camille Desmoulins says once, ^ while the Sanscu- 
lottes fight, the Monsicurs must pay.* So there come Imj)6ts 
Frogressifs, Ascending Taxes ; wdiich consume, with fast- 
increasing voracitj^ the ‘ superlluous-revcnuc ’ of men ; beyond 
fifty-pounds a-ycar, you arc not exempt ; rising into the 
hundreds, you bleed freely ; into the thousands and tens of 
tliousands, you bleed gusliing. Also there come Requisitions ; 
there comes * Forced-Loan of a Alilliard,* some Fifty-JIillions 
Sterling, which of course they that have must lend. Unex- 
ampled enough ; it has grovm to be no country for the Rich, 
tlxis ; but a country for tire Poor I And then if one fly, what 
steads it ? Dead in Law ; nay kept alive fifty years yet, for 
their accursed behoof 1 In this manner therefore it goes ; 
topsyturvying, ga-ira-ing ; — and withal there is endless sale of 
Emigrant National-Property, there is Cambon with endless 
cornucopia of Assignats. The Trade and Finance of Sanscu- 
lottism ; and how', with Maximum and Bakers’ queues, with 
Cupidity, Hunger, Denunciation, and Paper-money, it led its 
galvanic-life, and began and ended, — remains the most interest- 
ing of all Chapters in Political Economy : still to be written. 

All which things, are they not clean against Formula ? O 
Girondin* Friends, it is not a Republic of the Virtues we are 
getting ; but only a Republic of the Strengths, virtuous and 
other 1 

* Monitetir (du 20 Avril, etc. to 20 Mai, X 793 ). 
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m thft Senate, renegadoes m the Army, traitors ereiywhere! 
France, all m desperate rcxsuitment since the Tenth of 
does not fiy to the frontier, bat only fiies hither anil th-ther 
This defection of contesnptaoos diplomatic Xhunoonez faIT»t 
heavy on. the fiae-spotca high-smffing Sartmes ^hom 

he consorted with ; farms a second epoch m their destinies. 

Or perhaps mo-e strictly we nu^t sav, the second Girondm 
epoch, though httle noticed then, b^an on the day when, m 
reference to this defection, the Girondins broke with Danton. 
It was the first day of April ; Dmnottnez had not yet plunged 
across the morasses to Cobam^ but was evidently meaning to 
do it, and our Commissioners were off to arrest bun; when 
what does the Girondia lasource ^ good to do, but nse^ 
and icsmtically question and msmuate at great length, whether 
a matn accomplice of Dumcniiiez had not probablv been — 
Dantoat Gironde gnus sardonic assent; Mountam ho^ds lU 
breath- The figure of Daaton, Levasseur savs, while this 
speech went on, was noteworthv. He sat erect with a kind 
of mlemal eonvulsian slrugglmg to keep itsdl motionless; 
his eye from tune to time -wilder, his hp curhng m 

Titanic scorn-* has(»irce, m a fine-spoken attorney manner, 
proceeds; there ts this probal^ty to his mmd, and there is 
that ; probabilities wh-ch press pamfully on hen, which cast 
the Patriotism of Danton under a pomlul shade, — whui 
painful shade, he. Lasource, will hope Danton may find 
it not unpossiye to dispcL 

‘Les S'e/Mreir/* cnes Danton, startnig up, with denehed 
nghthand, Lasource having done; and descends from the 
Mountain, like a lava -fiood - his answer not unieadv La 
sraiTce’s probabilities fly like idle dust, but leave a rcsn’l 
behind them, *Ye were tight, friends of the Mountam.* 
b^ias Danton, * and I -was wrong : there ts no peace possible 
•with these men. Let it be war, then I They will not save 
the RepuUic with us ; it shall be saved without them ; sared 
m spite of them-* Ileally a burst of rode Pari-amentary 
eloquence this , whidi ts still worth reading m the old Slontlrur 
Dith fire-words tlie eraspcraled rode Titan rrres ard smites 
these Girondins ; at evtrv bit the glad Jlountain utter dioms , 
Marat, like a mnsicaS btr, repeating the last phrase * Lasource’s 

* Jf’ m rn rn dt fm/ti-mtinr'ltrtxxCex, iSjefl, L it*. 

* Sitae* it I Att 3 I'*9J f,a J/isi. /W. trt. 2* JJV 
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probabilities are gone ; but Danton’s pledge of battle remains CHAP. VII 
lying, April ll, 

1793 

A tliird epoch, or scene in the Girondin Drama, or rather 
it is but the completion of tliis second epoch, we reckon from 
the day when the patience of virtuous Potion finally boiled 
over ; and the Girondins, so to speak, took up this battle- 
pledge of Danton’s, and decreed Marat accused. It was the 
eleventh of the same month of April, on some effervescence 
rising, such as often rose ; and President had covered himself, 
mere Bedlam now ruling; and Mountain and Gironde were 
rushing on one another with clenched right-hands, and even 
with pistols in them ; when, behold, the Girondin Duperret 
drew a sword I Sliriek of horror rose, instantly quenching all 
other effervescence, at sight of the clear murderous steel ; 
whereupon Duperret returned it to the leather again; — con- 
fessing that he did indeed draw it, being instigated by a kind 
of sacred madness, * sainte jureur,^ and pistols held at him ; 
but that if he parricidally had chanced to scratch the outmost 
sldn of National Representation with it, he too carried pistols, 
and woidd have blown his brains out on the spot.^ 

But now in such posture of affairs, virtuous Potion rose, 
next morning, to lament these effervescences, this endless 
Anarchy invading the Legislative Sanctuary itself ; and here, 
being growled at and howled at by the Mountain, his patience, 
long tried, did, as we say, boil over ; and he spake vehemently, 
in high key, with foam on his lips ; * whence,’ says Marat, ‘ I 
concluded he had got la rage,^ the rabidity, or dog-madness. 

Rabidity smites others rabid : so there rises new foam-lipped 
demand to have Anarchists extingnished ; and specially to 
have Marat put under accusation. Send a representative to 
the Revolutionary Tribunal ? Violate the inviolability of a 
Representative ? Have a care, O Friends ! This poor Marat ' 
has faults enough ; but against Liberty or Equality, what 
fault? That he has loved and fought for it, not wisely but 
too well. In dungeons and cellars, in pinching poverty, under 
anathema of men ; even so, in such fight, has he grown so 
^gy, bleared ; even so has his head become a Stylites one I 
Him you will fling to your Sword of Sharpness : while Cobourg 
and Pitt advance on us, fire-spitting ? 

* Sist, Fart. xv. 397. 
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The Slountaia is loud, the Gironde is loud and deaf, all 
hps are foamy. "With * Permanent Session of twenty four 
hours,’ vnth \ote by roU-call, and a deadhft effort, the Gironde 
Carnes it Marat is ordered to the Revolutionary Tnhvmal, 
to answer for that February Paragraph of Forestallers at the 
door Imtel, with other offences i and, after a httle hesitation, 
he obeys * 

Thus IS Danton’s battle pledge taken up , there is, as he 
said there would be, ‘ war without truce or treaty, ni irhe n» 
composition ' IVherefore, close now with one another. Formula 
and Reality, m death gnps, and wrestle it out , both of you 
cannot live, but only one f 


CHAPTER VIII 

IN DEATn-GRlPS 

It proves what strength, were it only of inertia, there is m 
established Formulas, what weakness m nascent Realities, and 
illustrates several things, that this death wrestle should still 
have lasted some weeks or more. National busmess, discus 
Sion of the Constitutional Act, lor our Constitution should 
decidedly he got ready, proceeds along with it. IVc even 
change our Locahty , we shift, on the Tenth of May, from the 
old Salle de Manage into our new Uall, in the Palace, once a 
King’s but now the Republic’s, of the Tuilencs Hope and 
ruth, flickenng against despair and rage, stiU struggle in the 
mm^ of men. 

It IS n most dark confused death wrestle, this of the six 
weeks Formalist frenzy against Realist frenzy , Patriotism, 
Fgoism, Pnde, Anger, Vanity, Hope and Despair, all raised to 
the frenetic pitch ; IPrenzy meets Frenzy, hke dark clashing 
whirlwinds , neither understands the other 5 the weaker, one 
day, will understand that it is venly swept down \ Girondism 
is strong os established Formula and Respectability . do not 
as many as Seventy two of the Departments, or say respect* 
able Heads of Departments, declare for us T Cab ados, which 
loves its Dozot, will even nse in revolt, so hint the Addresses , 
Marseilles, cradle of Patriotism, will nse ; Bonlcaux will nse, 

‘ 16 A»nl 1793 el»«n) , 
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and the Gironde Department, as one man ; in a word, who CHAP. VIII 
will 710 ^ rise, were our ReprSseniaiion Naiionah to he insulted, AprU-May 
or one hair of a Deputy’s head harmed 1 The Mountain, 
again, is strong as Reality and Audacity. To the Reality of 
the Mountain are not all furthersome things possible ? A new 
Tenth of August, if needful ; nay a new Second of Septem- 
ber 1 — 

But, on Wednesday afternoon, Twenty-fourth day of April, 
year 1798, what tumult as of fierce jubilee is this ? It is Marat 
returning from the Revolutionary Tribunal ! A week or more 
of death-peril ; and now there is triumphant acquittal ; Revolu- 
tionary Tribunal can find no accusation against this man. 

And so the eye of History beholds Patriotism, which had 
gloomed unutterable things all week, break into loud jubilee, 
embrace its Marat; lift Wm into a chair of triumph, bear 
him shoulder-high tlirough the streets. Shoulder-high is the 
injured People’s-friend, crowned with an oak-garland; amid 
the wavy sea of red night-caps, carmagnole jackets, grenadier 
bonnets and female mob-caps ; far-sounding like a sea ! The 
injured People’s-friend has here reached his culminating point; 
he too strikes the stars vnih liis sublime head. 

But the Reader can judge with what face President Lasource, 
he of the ‘ painful probabilities,’ who presides in this Con- 
vention Hall, might welcome such jubilee-tide, when it got 
thither, and the Decreed of Accusation floating on the top of 
it I A National Sapper, spokesman on the occasion, says, the 
People know their Friend, and love his life as their own ; ‘ who- 
soever wants Marat’s head must get the Sapper’s first.’ ^ 

Lasource answered with some vague painful mumblement, 

— ^which, says Levasseur, one could not help tittering at.“ 

Patriot Sections, Volunteers not yet gone to the Frontiers, 
come demanding the ‘ purgation of traitors from your own 
bosom * ; the expulsion, or even the trial and sentence, of a 
factious Twenty- two. 

Nevertheless the Gironde has got its Commission of Twelve ; 
a Commission specially appointed for investigating these 
troubles of the Legislative Sanctuary: let Sansculottism say 
what it will. Law shall triumph. Oli-Constituent Rabaut 

^ Stance du 26 Avrilj An I®!’ (in MoniUury No. 1 16}. 

- Levasseur, Mimoxres^ i. c. 6. 

T 


VOL. n. 


Saint- 



290 


THE GtRONDINS 


BOOK m Saint Etwnne ptcsides over this Comimasion : ‘ it is last 
April xUf plank whereon a wrecked Republic may perhaps still save 
herself ’ Rabaut and they therefore sit, intent , eicamuung 
•witnesses; launching arrestments, looking out into a waste 
dim sea of troubles, — the womb ol Formwln, or perhaps her 
gravel Enter not that sea, O Reader 1 There ore dun 
desolation and confusion, raging women and raging men 
Sections come demanding Twenty two , for the number first 
given by Section Ronconseil stdl holds, though the names 
should even vary Other Sections, of the wealthier land, 
come denouncmg such demand, naj the same Section will 
demand today, and denounce the demand tomorrow, according 
as the wealthier sit, or the poorer. ’NVherefore, indeed, the 
Girondms decree that all Sections shall dose *at ten m the 
cvemng ’ ; before the working people come { which Decree 
remains •without effect And nightly the Mother of Patnot 
ism •wads doleful , doleful, but her eye kindling I And 
Fournier I’Am^ncain is busy, and the two banker ^ys, and 
Varlet Apostle of Liberty , the bull voice of Marquis Saint 
Ilunige IS heard And shnll women vociferate from all GaHencs, 
the Convention ones and do-wnwards Nay a ‘ Central Com 
mittcc ’ of all the Forty-eight Sections looms forth huge and 
dubious , sitting dun m the Archeolchi, sending Resolutions, 
receiving them a Centre of the Sections, in dread delibera- 
tion as to a New Tenth of August 1 
One thing we will specify, to throw light on many the 
• aspect under which, seen through the eyes of these Girondm 
Twehc, or even seen through one’s own eyes, the Patnotism 
cjf the softer sex pitscnta itsdf There are female Patriots, 
whom the Girondms call Megocras, and count to the extent of 
eight thousand ; with serpent hair, all out of curl ; who have 
changed the distaff for the dagger They arc ol ‘ the Society 
called Brotherly,’ Fraiemelle, say Sislerly^ which meets under 
the too! of the Jacobins * ^o thousand daggers,’ or to have 
been ordered, — doubtless for them They rush to Versailles 
to raise more women , but the Versailles women •will not rise 
Nay behold, in National Garden ol Tuilenes,— Demoiselle 
Thiroigne herself is become os a brown locked Diana (were 
that possible) attacked by her own dogs, or she-dogst The 

* Btttot V/wMrt/, pp. 69 84 1 MeJUiB Af/mHftt, pp 19s I 95 > > 9 ** 
run* At D^nu (* q C 4 *£» At Kaff^fTt, *U. 69-13 1 „ 
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Demoiselle, keeping her caniage, is iov Liberty indeed, as she CHAP. VIll 
has full 'well sho^Yn ; but then for Liberty with Respectability : April-Max 
whereupon these serpent-haired Extreme She Patriots do now 
fasten on her, tatter her, shamefully fustigate her, in their 
shameful way; almost fling her into the Garden-ponds, had 
not help inter\’'cncd. Help, alas, to small ]Durpose, The poor 
Demoiselle’s head and nervous-system, none of the soundest, is 
so tattered and fluttered that it will never recover ; but flutter 
worse and worse, till it crack ; and within year and day we 
hear of her in madliouse and strait-waistcoat, which proves 


permanent ! — Such brown-locked Figure did flutter, and inarti- 
culately jabber and gesticulate, little able to speak the obscure 
meaning it had, throtigh some segment ol the Eighteenth 
Century ol Time. She disappears here from the Revolution 
and Public History for evermore,^ * 

Another thing we will not again specify, yei again beseech 
the Reader to imagine : tlie reign oi Fraternity and Perfection. 
Imagine, we say, O Reader, that the Millennium were struggling 
on the tlircshold, and yet not so much as groceries could be 
had, — owing to traitors. With what impetus would a man 
strike traitors, in that case ! Ah, thou canst not imagine it ; 
thou hast thy groceries safe in the shops, and little or no hope 
of a Millennium ever coming ! — ^But indeed, as to the temper 
there was in men and women, does not this one fact say enough : 
the height Suspicion had risen to ? Preternatural we often 
called it ; seemingly in the language of exaggeration : but 
listen to the cold deposition of witnesses. Not a musical 
Patriot can blow himself a snatch of melody from the French 
Horn, sitting mildly pensive on the housetop, but Mercier will 
recognise it to be a signal which one Plotting Committee is 
making to another. Distraction has possessed Harmony her- 
self ; lurks in the sound of Marseillese and Qa-ira!^ Louvet, 
who can see as deep into a millstone as the most, discerns that 
we shall be invited back to our old Hall of the Manege, by a 


Deputation ; and then the Anarchists will massacre Twenty- 
two of us, as we walk over. It is Pitt and Cobourg ; the gold 
of Pitt. — ^Poor Pitt ! They little know what work he has 


^ Dttix Aviis, vii. 77 "^® > Forster, i. $^4 5 Moore, i. *]o. She not die till 1817 ; 
in the Salpetriere, in the most abject state of insanity ; see Esquirol, Des Maladies 
Mentales 1 S 38 ), i. 445-50* 

- Mercier, Nouveau Paris^ ^ i. 63* 

With 
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BWK tU with h»s o\m Fncn Is ot Ute 1 eoplc , fjcttjng them bcspied 
tjijr l)f heatictl their Imbeos-eorinises suspcndetl imd h»s own Soaal 
Ontcr nnd strong boxes kept tight — to fancj him raising mobs 
among his neighbours I 

But the strangest tact connectctl with French or indeed 
with human Suspicion is perhaps tins o! Camille Desmouhns. 
Camille * head one ot the clearest in France, has got itsclt so 
saturated through eserj fibre with Pretematurahsm of Sus 
picion that tooCmg back on that Twelfth ot July 1789 when 
the thousands rose round him j cUing responsive at his word 
in the Palais Bojal Garilen, and took cockades he finds it 
cTpheable onlj on this hsTwthesis That thej were oil hired to 
do it, and set on bs the lorcign and other Plotters, * It svas 
not tor nothing * Raj's Camille with insight, * that this multi 
tude burst up round me when I spoke P Jso not for nothing 
Bcliind around before it is one huge Preternatural Puppet 
pla> ot Plots Pitt pulling the wires.* Almost 1 conjecture 
that I CamtUc mj-self am a Plot, and wooden with wires. — 
The force of insight could no further go 

Be this as it will Ilistorj remarks that the Commission ot 
Twelve now clear enough as to the Plots and luckilj having 
* got the threads of them all h\ the end * as thej saj — are 
launching Mandates of Arrest rapidls m these "Mas daj-s , and 
carrjang matters with a high hand , resolute that the sea of 
troubles shall be restrained \t’hat chief Patriot, Section Pre« 
sidcnt even is safe ? Thej can arrest him , tear him from 
h\s WKCfa bed because bt has raadt imgvias Section Asrest 
ments \ Tliej arrest ^ arlet Apostle of Liberta Thej arrest 
Procureur-SubsUtute Hubert, I*^rf Duchesne a 'Magistrate of 
the People sitting in Townhall who, with high scdcnmity of 
maitj'Tdom takes leave of his eolleagues prompt he to obey 
the Law and solemnlj acquiescent, disappears mlo pnson. 

The swifter flj the Sections encrgeticalla demanding him 
back demandmg not arrestment ot Popular 'Magistrates, hut 
of a traitorous Twentj two. Section comes flying after 
Section •'-deflmg energetic, with their (^mbyses vein of 
oratorv naa the Commune itself comes, with Maamr Padie 
at Its head and with question not of Hibeit and the Twenty 

Jrt /fmsfAw JMI amine DcwkwIm (» r«»’iUel of 
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two alone, but with this ominous old question made new, CHAP. VIII 

* Can you save the Republic, or must we do it ? ’ To whom 26-30, 

President Max Isnard makes fiery answer ; If by fatal chance, 

in any of those tumults which since the Tenth of March are 

ever returning, Paris were to lift a sacrilegious finger against 

the National Representation, France would rise as one man, 

in never-imagined vengeance, and shortly * the traveller would 

ask, on which side , of the Seine Paris had stood ’ ! ^ Whereat 

the jMountain bellows only louder, and every Gallery ; Patriot 

Paris boiling round. 

And Girondin Valaz6 has nightly conclaves at his house ; 
sends billets, ‘ Come punctually, and well armed, for there is 
to be business/ And Megoera women perambulate the streets, 

•with flags, with lamentable dlldcitr And the Convention-doors 
are obstructed by roaring mxiltitudes : fine-spoken Homines 
d'Stat are hustled, maltreated, as they pass ; Marat will apo- 
strophise you, in such death-peril, and say. Thou too art of 
them. If Roland ask leave to quit Paris, there is order of 
the day. 'What help ? Substitute Hubert, Apostle Varlet, 
must be given back ; to be crowned with oak-garlands. The 
Commission of Twelve, in a Convention overwhelmed with 
roaring Sections, is broken ; then on the morrow, in a Con- 
vention of rallied Girondins, is reinstated. Dim Chaos, or 
the sea of troubles, is struggling through all its elements ; 

Avrithing and chafing towards some Creation. 


CHAPTER IX 

EXTINCT 

Accordingly, on Friday the Thirty-first of May 1793, 
there comes forth into the summer sunlight one of the strangest 
scenes. Mayor Pache with Municipality arrives at the Tuileries 
Hall of Convention ; sent for, Paris being in visible ferment ; 
and gives the strangest news. 

How, in the gray of this morning, while we sat permanent 
in Townliall, watchful for the commonweal, there entered, 

* MoniUur, Stance du 25 Mai 1793. 

2 Meillan, Miinoirts^ p. 195 ; Buzot, pp. 69, 84. 
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111 jircascl) ns on n Tenth o! Auj^st, some Nmctj six extraneous 
persons ; declnrctl UicmscUes to be m n state of Insurrcc 
^ tjon ; to be plenipotentiary Commissioners from the Fort>- 
cight Sections, sections or members of Uic So\crcijjn People, 
nil m n state of Insurrection ; nnil fiitOicr, Uiat i\c, m the name 
of said So\cmgn in Insurrcclioti, were dismissed from ofUcc 
How lie thereupon laid off our saslics, and withdrew into the 
ndjnccnt Saloon of Liberty. How, m a moment or two, we 
were called back} and reinstated, the Soacrcign pleasing to 
Hunk us still wortbj of confidence \\1icrcbj, having taken 
new oath of office, we on a sudden find ourseli cs Insurrectionary 
Jlngislmtcs, witli extraneous Committee of Nmctj six sitting 
bj us ; and a Citoj cn Ilcnnot, one whom some accuse of 
Septembensm, is made Generalissimo of the National Guard , 
and, since six o’clock, tlic toesms nng and the drums beat 
— ^Undcr sucli peculiar circumstances, what would an august 
National Convention please to direct us to do ? ^ 

Yes, there is Uie question I * Break Uic Insurrectionary 
Aulhontics,* answer some with achcmcncc Vcignuvud at 
least will ha\e ‘the National Representatives all die at tbcir 
post ’ ; this IS sworn to, with rcadj loud acdaim But as to 
brcakmg tlie Insurrcctionarj Autlionlics, — alas, while avc yet 
debate, what sound is that ? Sound of the Alarm Cannon 
on the Pont Ncu! , which it is death by Uic Law to fire without 
order from us I 

It does boom off there nc% crthelcss , sending a stound 
through all hearts And the tocsins discourse stem music, 
and Hennot with lus jVrmcd Force has enveloped us! And 
Section succeeds Section, the livelong daj , demandmg with 
Carab jT5cs-oratopj , with the rattle of muskets, Tliat traitors, 
Twentj two or more, he punished , that the Commission of 
Twelve be irrecovemblj broken Tiic heart of the Gironde 
dies withm it , distant are the Seventy two respectable Depart* 
ments, this Cerj Municipality is near 1 Barrire is for a middle 
course , granting something The Commission of Twelve 
declares that, not waiting to be broken, it berebj breaks itself, 
and IS no more Fam would Reporter Rabaut speak hrs end 
Its lost words , but he is bellowed off Too happy that Uie 
Twenty two arc still left unviolatcd !-~Yergmaiid, carrying 
the laws of refinement to a great length, moves, to the nmaze- 

^ (r%ru iSjS) i» iSrsJjj ^os. ISM An 
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ment of some, that ‘ the Sections of Paris have deserved well CHAP. IX 
. of their country.’ Whereupon, at a late hour of the evening, June 2, 1793 
the deserving Sections retire to their respective places oi abode. 

Barr^re shall report on it. With busy quill and brain he sits, 
secluded ; for him no sleep tonight. Friday the last of May has 
ended in tins manner. 

The Sections have deserved well : but ought they not to 
deserve better ? Faction and Girondism is struck down for 
the moment, and consents to be a nullity ; but will it not, at 
another favomabler moment rise, still feller ; and the Republic 
have to be saved in spite of it ? So reasons Patriotism, still 
Permanent ; so reasons the Figure of Marat, visible in the dim 
Section-world, on the morrow. To the conviction of men I — 

And so at eventide of Saturday, when Barr^re had just got the 
thing all varnished by the labour of a night and day, and his 
Report was setting off in the evening mail-bags, tocsin peals 
out again. GlndraJc is beating ; armed men taldng station in 
the Place Vend6me and elsewhere, for the night ; supplied 
with provisions and liquor. Tliere, imder the summer stars, 
wll they wait, this night, what is to be seen and to be done, 

Henriot and Townhall giving due signal. 

The Convention, at soimd of gSnirale, hastens back to its 
Hall ; but to the number only of a Hundred ; and does little 
business, puts off business till the morrow. The Girondins do 
not stir out thither, the Girondins are abroad seeking beds. — 

Poor Rabaut, on the morrow morning, retaming to his post, 
mth Louvet and some others, through streets aU in ferment, 
wrings his hands, ejaculating, ‘ Ilia suprema dies ^ It has 
become Sunday the 2d day of June, year 1793, by the old 
style ; by the new style, year One of Liberty, Equality, Frater- 
nity. We have got to the last scene of all, that ends this 
history of the Girondin Senatorship. 

It seems doubtful whether any terrestrial Convention had 
ever met in such circumstances as this National one now does. 

Tocsin is pealing ; Barriers shut ; all Paris is on the gaze, or 
under arms. As many as a Hundred Thousand under arms 
they count : National Force ; and the Armed Volunteers, who 
should have flown to the frontiers and La Vendee ; but would 
not, treason being unpunished ; and only flew hither and 
* Louvet, M^moireSf p. 89. 


thither ! 
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DOOKtn tiiiUicr! So manj, steady under arms, cmiron tlic National 
JuuflS, I'MTutlcnes and Garden Tlicrc are horse foot, artillery, sappers 
with beards the artillery one can see with their camp furnaces 
in this National Garden, heating bullets red, and their match 
Is lighted Ilennot in plumes ndcs, amid a plumed Staff all 
posts and issues are safe , rcscr>cs he out, as far ns the tVood 
of Boulogne, the dioicest I’ntnots nearest the secnc One 
otlicr circumstance we will note that a careful Municipality, 
liberal of camp furnaces, has not forgotten provision carts 
No member of tbc Sovereign need now go home to dinner, 
but can keep rank — plentiful victual circulatmg unsought. 
Docs not this People understand Insurrection ? Ye, not 
umn\cnti\c, Gualchcsl — 

Therefore let n National Representation, ‘mandatoncs of 
the So\ crcign ’ take thought of it Expulsion of } our Tu enty 
two, and your Commission of Tivclvc we stand here till it 
be done 1 Deputation after Deputation, in ever stronger 
language, comes witli that message Bairirc proposes a 
middle course — ^l\iU not perhaps the inculpated Deputies 
consent to withdraw voluntonlj , to make a generous demis 
siotx and sell sacrifice for the sake of one’s country ? Isnard, 
repentant of that search on which nverbank Pans stood, 
declares himself ready to demit Ready also is Te Deum 
Fauchet, old Dusaulx of the Bastille *tnnix radotcur, old 
dotard ’ os Slorat calls him, is still readier On the contrary, 
Lanjmnais the Breton dedoies that there is one man who 
never will denut v oluntanly , but will protest to the utter 
most, while a voice is left him And he accordingly goes on 
protestmg , amid rage and clangour , Degendre crymg at last 
‘ Lanjmnais, come down from the Tribune, or I will fling thee 
down, oujete jdle en bos I * For matters are come to extremity 
Nay they do dutch hold of Lonjumats, certain zealous Jlountaia 
men , but cannot fimg him down, for he * cramps himself on 
the railing * , and * his dothes get tom ’ Brave Senator 
worthy of pity I Neither will Barbaroux demit, he ‘has 
sworn to die at his post, and will keep that oath ’ 'Where 
upon the Gallenes all use with explosion , brandishmg weapons 
some of them , and rush out, saymg * Aliens, then , we must 
save our country I’ Such a Session is this of Sunday the 
second of June 

Churches fill, over Christian Europe, and then empty them 

selves , 
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selves ; but this Convention empties not, the vrhile : a day CHAP. IX 
of shtieldng contention, of agony, humiliation, and tearing 2, 1793 
of coat-slcirts ; ilia suprevia dies ! Round stand Henriot 
and his Himdred Thousand, copiously refreshed from tray 
and basket : nay he is ‘ distributing five francs a-piece,’ ive 
Girondins saw it with our eyes ; five francs to keep them in 
heart ! And distraction of armed riot encumbers our borders, 
jangles at our Bar ; we are prisoners in our own Hall : Bishop 
Gr^goire could not get out lor a hesoin aciuel Avithout four 
gendarmes to wait on him 1 What is the character of a National 
Representative become ? And now the sunlight falls yellower 
on westcni ivindoivs, and the chimney-tops are flinging 
longer shadows ; the refreshed Hundred Thousand, nor their 
shadows, stir not ! ^^^^at to resolve on ? Motion rises, super- 
fluous one would think, That the Cohvention go forth in a body ; 
ascertain with its own eyes Avhethcr it is free or not. Lo, 
therefore, from the Eastern Gate of the Tuileries, a distressed 
Convention issuing ; handsome Hdrault S6chelles at their head ; 
he with hat on, in sign of public calamity, the rest bareheaded, 

— ^towards tlie Gate of the Carrousel ; wondrous to see : tOAvards 
Henriot and his plumed Staff. ‘ In the name of the National 
Convention, make way 1 ’ Not an inch of way does Henriot 
make : ‘ I receive no orders, till the Sovereign, yours and mine, 
have been obeyed.’ Tlie Convention presses on; Henriot 
prances back, Avith Ins Staff, some fifteen paces, ‘ To arms 1 
Cannoneers, to your guns 1 ’ — ^flashes out his puissant sword, 
as the Staff all do, and the Hussars all do. Cannoneers brandish 
the lit match ; Infantry present arms, — alas, in the level way, 
as if for firing 1 Hatted H^rault leads his distressed flock, 
through their pinfold of a Tuileries again ; across the Garden, 
to the Gate on the opposite side. Here is Feuillans-Terrace, 
alas, there is our old Salle de Manage ; but neither at this Gate 
of the Pont Toumant is there egress. Try the other ; and the 
other : no egress 1 We Avander disconsolate through armed 
ranks ; who indeed salute with Live the Repuhlic, but also with 
Lie the Gironde* Otlier such sight, in the year One of Liberty, 
the Westering sun never saw. 

And now behold Marat meets us ; for he lagged in this 
Suppliant Procession of ours : he has got some hundred elect 
Patriots at his heels ; he orders ns, in the Sovereign’s name, 
to return to our place, and do as we are bidden and bound. 

The 
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IKMthlV wriwnml li) IVnoni In Antlionl) i wclrctnctl Atid (!c(ra)t(I, 
no mont> of Ihflr own. Anel Ihe i/uIMin df Vatn 
comM forth, with Iht* infwt nnlmnling ptiraumplw : How the 
llonlrniix l)c|mrtmcnt, the I,)oni Pq^Artment, Ihli DfpArt 
Went nflrr the other It *!eclAnn{* lUelf ; »lxtj , or »Ay »lxty nine, 
or wvrntj two’ miwctnhle Pcportmenl* other ilecUnnjj, or 
rrA<I> to tleelarr, Nn) Jlarnejlltw, it reemt, will march on 
IVn* hy lljclf, if nectl l>c. So hivi ^lArsellle* Town mid. That 
•he wrlll mnrrh Hut on the other luind. UiaI MontHimnrt 
Town has mid. No thomuphfArc ; cind meAH!i ocn to *lrtiry 
herself * under her own stone and mortar ftnt,— of IhU be no 
incnllnn in //«/Win df Cam. 

Such anlmntinR juim^phs we rtatl In tills new Kcwipaper ; 
and fervours and eloquent iancasTn s llnwles ajpiinst the Stoun* 
lain, from the pen of lieput) SaHcs ; which resemble, say fnends, 
Pascal's iVor/rtCtalf li monc to Uic purpose, these 

throndins lia\e pot a General In chief, one \Mmpfcn, former!) 
under Piimotincz; also a secondarj questionable General 
Pulsaj r, and others : and arc doing their best to raise a force 
for War. National Volunteers, whosocs er is of right heart • 
gather in, >e Notional Vol unteen, fncndi of Libert j ; from 
our Calvados Townships, from the Kure, from Hntlan), from 
far and near ; forward to Pans, and extinguish Anarch) I 
Tlius at Caen, in the early July da)*s, there Is a drumming 
and parading, a perorating and consulting ; Staff and Arm) , 
Council ; Oub of Caraiotr, Anti jacobin fnends of Freedom, 
to denounce ntroaous ^larat, A\’ith all which, and the editing 
of SuJI/itnj, A Naiimal Jleprrsrntatjve has hij hands folb 

At Coen it is most animated : and. as one hopes, more or 
less animated in the * Se\cnt) two Departments that odherc to 
us ' And in a France begirt witli Ctmmenan invading Coali 
tions, and tom with an Internal Ijs Vendee, fhts is the condu 
Sion we liavc amved at : To put down Anarchy by Civil War I 
Durum rt durum, the Proverb sa)^, non faaunt murtim Lo 
Vendee bums • Santerre can do nothing there j he may return 
liomc and brew beer. Cimracnan bombshells fly all along the 
North That Siege of Jfentx Is become famed losers of the 
Picturesque (as Goethe will testif)), washed countr) people of 
both sexes, stroll thither on Sundays, to see the artiUci) work 
and counterwork: ‘you only duck a httle while the shot 

» JJrillit) pp.?*, 7 ji L«i»*t |v 117. 
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^Yhizizes past/ ^ Cond6 is capitulating to the Austrians ; CHAP. I 
Royal Highness ol York, these several weeks, fiercely batters July iTos 
Valenciennes. For, alas, our fortified Camp of Famars was 
stormed ; General Dami)ierre was killed ; General Custine 
was blamed, — and indeed is now come to Paris to give ‘ explana- 
tions.’ 

Against all which tlie Mountain and atrocious Marat must 
even make head as they can. They, anarchic Convention as 
they are, publish Decrees, expostulatory, explanatory, yet not 
without severity; they ray-forth Commissioners, singly or in 
pairs, the olive-branch in one hand, yet the sword in the other. 
Commissioners come even to Caen ; but without effect. Mathe- 
matical Romme, and Prieur named of the Cote d’Or, venturing 
thither, with their olive and sword, are packed into prison : 
there may Romme lie, under lock and key, ‘ for fifty days ’ ; 
and meditate his New Calendar, if he please. Cimmeria, La 
Vend6e, and Civil War ! Never was Republic One and Indi- 
visible at a lower ebb. — 

Amid which dim ferment of Caen and the World, History 
specially notices one thing : in the lobby of the Mansion de 
V Intendance, where busy Deputies are coming and going, a 
young Lady with an aged valet, taking grave graceful leave of 
Deputy Barbaroux.” She is of stately Norman figure ; in her 
twenty-fifth year ; of beautiful still countenance : her name is 
Charlotte Corday, heretofore styled D’ Annans, while Nobility 
still was. Earbaroux has given her a Note to Deputy 
Duperret, — him who once drew his sword in the effervescence. 
Apparently she will to Paris on some errand ? ‘ She was a 
Republican before the Revolution, and never wanted energy.’ 

A completeness, a decision is in this fair female Figure : ‘ by 
energy she means the spirit that will prompt one to sacrifice 
himself for his country.’ What if she, this fair yoimg 
Charlotte, had emerged from her secluded stillness, suddenly 
like a Star ; cruel-lovely, with half-angelic, half-dsemonic 
splendour ; to gleam for a moment, and in a moment be 
extinguished : to be held in memory, so bright-complete was 
she, through long centuries ! — Quitting Cimmerian Coalitions 
without, and the dim-simmering Twenty-five millions within. 

History will look fixedly at this one fair Apparition of a 

^ Be/aggtwt^vott Jifamz(Goethe^s xxx. 27S-334). 

2 Meillan, p 75 5 Louvet, p. 114. 
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It h jcllow Jul) e^cn^^t^. rrc m), Iho thirteenth o! the 
month; c%e of the llartUle tlnj,— when ‘Sf Mural,* four 
)rftn np«\ In the crowjf of the I’ont Nruf, »hrcwdly required 
of that llwn^nl Humr |>art>, which had inch inendiy d»s 
pwilloni, * to thiinruml, iind up tliclr ann*, then’; and 
tjcearne notaWc i\mon;» Patriot men I our j can • what a 
rood he hat lm\cUed and lUs now, nimut linlf patt teten of 
the cirtcl, utrwlfi;; (fi ihpper hath j iorc a/lhcted , iff of Revofu* 
tion Jc\rr,“-o| wlvat other ^fniady thlt Ilitlorj Kad ratlier 
not name ricrtiitrJj »iek and worn, poor man* witli prr- 
cltelj elct cnpencc half 
penn) of read) monc), 
in paper ; with tltpper- 
bath : itronjj three- 
footcfl itool for writing 
on, the wlille; and a 
aqunltd — M naher- 
woman, one may rail 
her : that is hla eli ic 
eatahlitlimcnt In Medl 
cal-School Street; 
thlUier and not cite 
whither hat hw road 
led him Not to the 
reign of BroUierhood 
and Perfect Felicity ; 
jet suTcl) on the way 
nt \T» 1! \«5K oi 51 All AT. townnla tliat t— IlorV. 

n mp again t A musical 
woman’a toicc, refusing to be rejected* It u the Cilojcnne 
who would ilo France n acrvice Sfarat, recognising from 
within, cnes, Admit her Cliailolte Corday Is admitted 
Citojen Marat, 1 am from Caen the seat of rebellion, and 
wisheil to apeah with jou — lie sealetl, men mjanl Now 
what arc the Traitors doing nt Caen 7 Mliat Deputies arc at 
Caen T^Charloltc names some Deputies * Their heads shall 
/aJJ wjthm a fortnight,* croaht the eager Veepie's lnwjd> 
clutching lus tablets to write * Barbarotix, rUton, wnles he 
with bare shrunk arm, tunung aside In Uie bath ; P/bon, end 
Lowrt, and— Charlotte has drawn her kiufe from the sheath . 
plunges it, with one sure stroke. Into the imler’s heart, ‘ A 
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moi, chere amie, Help, dear 1 ’ no more could th,e Death-choked 
say or shriek. The helpful Washerwoman running in, there 
is no Friend of the People, or Friend of the Washerwoman 
left ; but his life with a groan gushes out, indignant, to the 
shades below 

And so Marat People’s-friend is ended ; the lone Stylites 
has got hurled down suddenly from his Pillar, — whitherward 
He that made him knows. Patriot Paris may sound triple 
and tenfold, in dole and wail ; re-echoed by Patriot France ; 
and the Convention, ‘ Chabot pale with terror, declaring that 
they are to be all assassinated,’ may decree him Pantheon 
Honours, Public Funeral, Mirabeau’s dust maldng way for 
him; and Jacobin Societies, in lamentable oratory, summing 
up his character, parallel him to One, whom they think it 
honour to call ‘ the good Sansculotte,’ — ^whom we name not 
here ; also a Chapel may be made, for the urn that holds 
his Heart, in the Place du Carrousel ; and new-bom children 
be named Marat ; and Lago-di-Como Hawkers bake mountains 
of stucco into unbeautiful Busts ; and David paint his Picture, 
or Death-Scene ; and such other Apotheosis take place as the 
human genius, in these circumstances, can devise : but Marat 
returns no more to tire light of this Sun. One sole circum- 
stance we have read with clear sympathy, in the old Moniteur 
Newspaper : how Marat’s Brother comes from NeuchMel to ask 
of the Convention, ‘that the deceased Jean-Paul Marat’s 
musket be given him.’ " For Marat too had a brother and 
natural affections ; and was wrapped once in swaddling- 
clothes, and slept safe in a cradle like the rest of us. Ye 
children of men !— A sister of his, they say, lives stiU to this 
day in Paris. 

As for Charlotte Corday, her work is accomplished ; the 
recompense of it is near and sure. The cUre amie, and neigh- 
bours of the house, flying at her, she ‘ overturns some movables,’ 
entrenches herself tiU the gendarmes arrive ; then quietly 
suwenders ; goes quietly to the Abbaye Prison : she alone 
quie^ all Paris sounding, in wonder, in rage or admiration, 
round her. Duperret is put in arrest, on account of her ; his 


> Nos 197. 198, 199; 7>arl xxviii. 301.5 ; Amh, x, 36S-74. 
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|MK)KU Vaptn «~wldch mfty Iciul lo con»cqu«icc« Fauehet 
•* in like manner tlmnpU Fanclict luwl not »o much n» heart! 
' ol her aiarloUc confronlct! wUh tlicjc two DcjuiUcs praltcs 
the fma^c hnnncM ol Duperret cenmrta the dejccllon o! 
I nudict 

On ^\ctlnrs^^a) momlnp the tlimuRnl ra 1 a{i dc Justice 
an! lies olutionaiy Tnl ima! can wc her lace, lienutifu! ant! 
Calm the dales U ‘ fourtli daj ot the Frcparatlon ol Fcace ' 
A tlmn^e murmur ran IhroupU the Hall at light o! her, jou 
coul I not *a) ol Trhat chameter * Tim die liat hli Inthetmcnli 
and UipC'jwipcM the cutler of the Palais no>al will testify 
tliat he lold her the ihcath knife , * All Utese details are need 
leas’ inlcmiptetl Cliarh lie , * it U I Oial Ullnl 'MamU* Ity 
whose InslJgalJon ?<— * H) no onc’i ’ AMiat tempted jou then T 
His crimes * I killed one man * atldctl the raisin;* hersoicc 
«xlremel> (rrfe/ 7 a/tacn() as Ihcj went on wiUi their fiucsUons 
‘I klUctl one man to »a\c a hundretl thousand, a Mllain 
to lasc innocents , a lasage s*ild l>east to pne repose to my 
countr> I was n Ucpuhhcan lielore the It evolution I nc\cr 
scanted cneipj * Tlierc Is thcrclorc mitlunp to be said Tlie 
public pares nstonwhed Uie liast> Iminers iketch her features, 
Charlotte not shsapprovmp Uic men ol lasr proceed svitlv their 
formalities The doom is Death as a murderess To her 
Advocate ilie pis cs tlunVs , in penile phrase, in Idgh flown 
classical spmt. To tlte Pnest Uiej send her she ps es tlianks , 
hut needs not any slinvlnp anj phosU) or other aid from him 
On this same cscnlnp tlicrefoTe about half post seven 
o clock from the pate of the Coneicrpcnc to a Cil> all on 
tiptoe the fatal Cart issues , seated on it a fair jounp creature 
sheeted in red smock ot Murderess , so beautiful sertne so 
full of life , joumeymp towards death — alone amid the orld 
Manj take off their hats, saluting ie\ erently , for what heart 
but must be touched ? * Others growl and howl Adam Lux, 
ot Mentz declares Umt she Is greater than Brutus, that it 
were beautiful to die wiUi her the head of this joung man 
seems turned At the Place de la lUvoIution the countenance 
of Charlotte Wears the same still smile The executioners 
proceed to bmd her feet , she resists thinking it meant as an 
insult, on a word of explanation she submits with cheerful 

» Claris • c e. {//lit r^trl Mt »l 311 jsi 
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upolojry. As the lust art, all l)cin{» now ready, they take the CHAP. 1 
noekcreUict from her neck; a hlnsh of nuudcnly shame over- ‘kilylT, 
spreads tljal fair face and neck; l!u? rheeks were still linf^^cd 
with it wlicn the cxcculioncr lifted the severed licad, to show 
it to the people, * It is most true,* says Forster, Mhal lie 
struck the cheek insnltin^rlv ; for I saw it willv my eyes : the 
Police imprisoned him for it.’ * 

In this manner have the Beaut ifnlcst and the Sqnalidcst 
come in collision, ami cxtin/piishcd one another, Jcan-lhuil 
Marat and ^^ar^e•;\nnc Charlotte Conlay l)oth, suddenly, arc 
no more. * Day of the Prcjavralion of Peace ’ Y Alas, how 
were iwaec pos^^ihle or jweparahlc, while, for examine, the 
hcartsS of lovely Maidens, in tJieir convent -stillness, arc dream- 
ing not of I.ovc-p.aradiscs and the light, of Life, hnt of Codrus’ 
sacrifices and Death well-earned ? That Twenty-five million 
hearts have got to sneh temper, this is the Anarchy ; the soul 
of it lies in this: wliereol not pence can he the cinhodimcnll 
The death of Man\t, whetting old animosities tenfold, will be 
worse than any life. 0 ye haj)less Two, mutually extinctive, 
the Beautiful and tJic Scpialid, sleep ye well, — in the Mother's 
bosom that boro you both ! 

This is the ifistory of Charlotte Cnrday ; most definite, 
most complete ; angcHc-dannonic : like a Star ! Adam Lux 
goes home, htvlf-dclirious ; to pour forth his A])Othcos\s of her, 
in p.apcr and j^rinl; to propose that she liavc a statue with 
this inscription, Grrattr than liruius. Friends represent his 
danger ; Lux is reckless ; llvinks it were beautiful to die with 
lien 
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But during these same hours, another giiillolinc is at work, 
on another : Charlotte, for the Girondins, dies at Paris today ; 
Clmlicr, by the Girondins, dies at Lyons tomorrow. 

From rumhling of cannon along the streets of that City, it 
lias come to firing of them, to rabid fighting : Nievre Choi 
and the Girondins triumph ; — behind whom there is, as cvery- 

* liriejwechid^ i, 50S. 
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wlicrr, ft no)n!i)t I'ncUon wiUtln;» to «lnke In TrouWe 
cnonph nl lAoni , nnil tlic ilominftnt pnrt) mirjin;: It with a 
hlj;h Imndl (or, indrttl. tlie whole houth U iL^tir; inrnr 
ctmtinp Jneohinn , nrmlns lor Gtrondm* i wherefore wc Imc 
Rt>l ft * C<m;:re«i of Ljoni ' ; nlio n * llnohitlonriT) Tnhiimvl of 
Ljon^' ftml AnjvrchUls ilnll tmnhic So Cluihcr wm booh 
found pnllj, of JneohinUm, of mimlerouf I’lot, * luhlrwB with 
ilrnwn tUpK^r on the »lxth of Fchnmrj lant*; nnil, on the 
morrow, he nlw tm\ch hn finnl rotwl, ftlonp the Blrects of 
I,jons * hj the ihle of nn eeclc^livjtic, with whom lie seems to 
BpenV. fftmnllj,* — the rwc now phttennp niph lie could 
weep, In old >Cftrs this mnn. and * fidl on his knees on the 
imement,’ hlessmp llrnsrn ftt Bipht of 1 cdrmljon rrofrrams 
or the like j then he pUpnmed to Pons, to worship Mnmt 
nnd the Mountftln • now ^f/imt nnd he ftre lioth pone ,~-we 
Bftld he could not end well Jneobmism RTtxins Inwanlly, nt 
lAons, hut limit! not outwanllj, Clmher, when the Tnbunivl 
Bcntenced him, made answer* ‘Mj death wiU eost tins City 
dear ’ 

>font/ltm(VTt Town Is not Inmed under its nuns , jet Mar 
BciUes Is actually marehmp under order of ft * Lyons Conpress * , 
Is Inearceratmp Pntnots ; the scry Iloyalists now showmp face 
Apamst whicli n General Cartaux flphls, Uiough m email force , 
and with him nn Artillery Major, of the name of— Xapoleon 
Ihionaparte Tlds JJnpolcon, to prose that llic ^farseillese 
liase no chance ulUmalcly, not only fights hut wntes; pub- 
lishes his Supper of lifaucatre, a Dialogue which has bewme 
cimous * Unfortunate Cities, witli tlieir actions and tlieir 
reactions I ^lolcncc to be paid with siolcncc in pcomclncal 
ratio, rioyalism nnd Anarchism boUi itnkmp m; — tlie final 
net amount of which geomctncal senes, what man sliall sum ? 

The Bar of Iron has nes cr y ct floated m 'MarsciUcs Harbour , 
but the body of Bcbccqui was fount! floating, self-drowned 
there. Hot Ilebeequi, seeing how confusion deepened, and 
Respcclabihty grew poisoned wiUi Boyalism, felt that there 
was no refuge for a Ilepublican but dcatli Rcbecqui dis 
appeared . no one knew whither , till, one monung they 
found the empty case or body of him risen to the top, tumbling 
on the salt wft\ cs , * and pcrcav ed that Rcbecqui had with 
drown for ever — ^Toulon likewise is mcarcerating Patnots; 

» S« iUtI It, iL J19 41 * P**!*!®"* P* *9 
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sending delcgalcs to Congress ; intriguing, in case ol necessity, 
with the Royalists and English. Montpellier, Bordeaux, 
Nantes : all France, that is not under the s^voop of Austria 
and Cinuucria, seems rushing into madness and .suicidal ruin. 
The ^Mountain labours ; like a volcano in a burning volcanic 
Land. Convention Committees, of Surety, of Salvation, arc 
busy night and day ; Convention Commissioners whirl on all 



highways ; bearing olivc-brancli and sword, or now perhaps 
sword only. Chaumette and Municipals come daily to the 
Tuilcrics demanding a Constitution : it is some weeks now 
since he resolved, in TowTiliall, that a Deputation ‘ should go 
every day,’ and demand a Constitution, till one were got ; ^ 
whereby suicidal France might rally and pacify itself ; a tiling 
inexpressibly desirable. 

This then is Uic fruit your Antianarchic Girondins have 
got from tliat Levying of War in Calvados ? This fruit, we 

‘ Deitx Amis, x. 345. 
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mi\) M\ ; nnJ no othrr vrl\nUor\cr For Intlp«I, Wfore either 
Onrlottc*! Of Chalier’i heml hiul Wien, the Cal^wlo* ^Var 
llscU hath It were, \nnW\w!, ilmmhkc. In n ihnek 1 Wlh 
* Icrrnt^ two Department* ’ on our *ule, one might have hopetl 
Iwtter Hung* lUit It turn* out tluit lle*peetniiilitle*, tliongh 
the\ will Mste, will not fight. Fo**e«Ion nlwnji |i nine point* 
In 1.tiw ; hut In I/iwtuit* oI fAu kiml, one ma) snj. it U nmet**^ 
nnil nine point* Men do what thc^ were wont to do , nnd 
ha\e Immemc Irresolution nntl Inertia* the) ohej him who has 
the unnlmN that cHim oI>ethenee Consider what, In modem 
>ociel> , this one fact mean* • the Metmpoh* Is with our enemies | 
Metropolis. .tfe^iT-eify ; nghll) so named • nil the rest nre hut 
n* her children, licr nurselings \Mu , there is not n leathern 
Diligence, with its post hsgs nnd luggage hoots, tliat lumbers 
out from her, hut is m n huge life pulse , »hc Is the heart of 
all Cut short tliat one leathern Diligence, how much is cut 
short 1 — General Mlmpfen, looking pmcticallj into the matter, 
can see nothing for it hut that one shouhl fall hack on Do) nhsm ; 
gel into Communication with I’ltt I Dark innuendos he flings 
out. to that eficel . whereat wc Cirondins start, horrorslruck 
lie produces a* hts Second in command a certain * Ci drwnf,* 
one Comte FuisasT ; rntirel* unknown to Ijouvct , grcall) 
suspected h) him 

1-cw war*, acconlmgl), were eser leaned of n more insulficicnt 
character than this of Cala*ados He tliat Is cunous in such 
things ma) read the details of it In the Memoirs of that same 
Cial^cTil I'uisave, the much-endunng man nnd lto)idirt • 
How our Girondin Jsalional forces, marching off with plent) of 
annd music, were dranm out about Uic old ChAtcau of Ilrfeourt, 
in tlie avood-counlr) near \emon, to meet the ^fountain 
National forces ndaancmg from Fans, How on the fifteenth 
afternoon of Julj, the) did meet: — and, ns it were, shneked 
mutuall), and took mutnalK to flight, without loss. How 
ruisa)c Oicreaftcr, — for tlie ^lountain Nationals fled first, and 
wc thought oursch cs Uie snetors — was roused from his warm 
bed in the Castle of llrfeourt , and had to gallop without 
hoots, our Nationals, in Uie night sratches, Iming fallen 
unexpected!) into mir^-^ii petif — nnd m hnef the Cahaidos 
War had burnt pnming, nnd the onl) question now was, 
AVhithcrward to vanish in wliat hole to lude oneself I * 

» V r» jw(U'inloft iSojl I 14 j 6 '' 
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The Nniionnl Volunteers rusli homewards, faster limn CHAP. 11 
they came. The Seventy-two Respectable Dc])arLmcnts, says »Tulyi6, 
Mcillan, ‘ nil turned round and forsook us, in the space of 
four-and-iwenty hours*’ Unliappy those who, as at Lyons for 
instance, have gone loo far for tijrning 1 * One morning/ 
we find placarded on o\ir Intcndancc Jfansion, the Decree 
of Convention wliich casks us Jlors la hi, into OuUavTy; 
placarded by our Caen ]\Iagislratcs ; — clear ])int that we also 
arc to vanish. Vanish indeed : b\it whitherward ? Gorsas has 
friends in Rennes ; he will hide there, — unhappily will not 
lie hid* Guadet, Lanjuinais arc on cross roads ; making for 
Bordeaux. To Bordeaux ! cries the general voice, of Valour 
alike and of Despair. Some flag of Respectability still floats 
there, or is thought to float. 

Thitherward therefore ; each as lie can 1 Eleven of tlicsc 
ill-fated Deputies, among whom we may count as twelfth, 

Friend Riouffc the i^fan of letters, do an original thing : Take 
the unifomi of National Volunteers, and retreat southward 
with the Breton Battalion, ns private soldiers of that corps. 

These brave Bretons had stood truer by us tlinn any other. 
Nevertheless, nt llic end of a da)^ or two, they also do now 
get dubious, self-divided ; we must part from them ; and, vrith 
some half-dozen as convoy or guide, retreat by ourselves, — a 
solitary marching detachment, through waste regions of the 
West/ 


CHAPTER III 

nr.TKKAT OP THE EIXVEN 

It is one of the notablcst RclTcals, this of the Eleven, that 
Historj^ presents : Tlic handful of forlorn Legislators retreating 
there, continually, Avith shouldered firelock and well-filled 
carlridgc-box, in the yellow autumn ; long hundreds of miles 
beUveen them and Bordeaux ; the country all getting hostile, 
suspicious of the truth; simmering and buzzing on nil sides, 
more and more. Louvet has preserved the Itinerary of it ; 
a piece worth all the rest he ever 'wrote. 

O virtuous Pdtion, vnth thy caTl5’’-Avhitc head, 0 brave 

» I^uvct, pp. 101-37 ; Mcillan, pp. 8i, 241 -70* 
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1UK)KI\ IlarlMirour, luw It come to tills? Wtaty vrA>*, worn 

Juljr i;v« bIiocs, ll;;lil purse encompassed svith penis m svlUi n sea I 
Iloolulionar^ Committees arc In c^cr> Tomwhlpj of Jacobin 
temper , our fnendi nil cowctl, our muse the losinp one In 
Uic llomuph of Monconlour, by ill cliancc It U market daj to 
the pnplnp public such transit of a sohtnrj SlnrclunR Detach 
ment is suspicious, we hn\c need of encrp),of prompUludc 
nnd luck, to lx; nllowwl to mtirdi through Hasten, je weary 
pilfrnmi I Tlie countrj is Rcttinp up j noise of jou Is bruited 
dnj after da), n sohtarj HVclse retreating In this m)stcnous 
manner with carry new da), a wider wnsc of Inquisitive 
punumg tumult Is stirred up, till the whole ^^cst will be in 
motion * Cuss) is tormented with gout, Uuzot is too fat for 
marclimg* lliouffe, blistered, bleeding, marches onl) on tip 
toe, llarbaroiix limps with sprained ankle, )ct ever cheery* 
lull of hope and valour Light Ix)u\ct glances harexr)ed, not 
hare-hearted onl) virtuous IVtion'i serenity ‘was but once 
seen rutiled * * The) he in stmw lofts, In woody hmkes , 
rudest pai Haase on the floor of a secret /nend is luxury Tlicy 
are sclzetl m Uic dead of night by Jacobin mA)ors and tap of 
dntm , get olf by firm countenance, rattle of muskets nnd 
rcrnl) wit. 

Of Donleaux, through fiery Iji \end6c and the long geo 
graphical spacm tliat remain, it were madness to Uiink well 
if you can get to Quimper on tlie sea-coast, nnd take shipping 
there Faster, ever faster I Before the end of the march, 
so liot lias Uie country grown it is found advisable to march 
all night Tlie) do it , under the still night canopy the) plod 
along, — and )ct behold Iltimour has oulplodded them In 
the paltry \ illage of Carhatx (be its tliitclied huts and bottom 
less peat bogs long notable to Uie Trav cllcr) one is astonished 
to find light still glimmenng citizens are awake with rush 
lights burning in tlint nook of tlie tcncstnal planet, as we 
traverse swiIUy the one poor street, a voice is heard SA)ing, 

* There they are, Lcs rotU ^ui passent ! * * Swifter, )c doomed 
lame TwcU e speed ere llic) can arm , gain the oods of 
Quimper before da), and he squatted there I 

Tlie doomed Twelve do it, though wiUi difilcult), with 
loss of road with pcnl and the mistakes of a night. In Quimper 
are Girondm Inends who perhaps will harbour the homeless, 

• Jlt llio, pp. I ip.y 7 * Louret pt». 138-64 
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till a Bordeaux sluip weigh. Wayworn, heartwom, in agony CHAP. Ill 
of suspense, till Quimper friendship get warning, they lie there, July 1793 
squatted under the thick wet boscage ; suspicious of the face 
of man. Some pity to the brave ; to the unhappy ! Un- 
happiest of all Legislators, 0 when ye packed your luggage, 
some score or two-score months ago, and mounted this or the 
other. leathern vehicle, to be Conscript Fathers of a regener- 
ated France, and reap deathless laurels, — did you think your 
journey was to lead hither ? The Quimper Samaritans find 
them squatted ; lift them up to help and comfort ; will hide 
them in sure places. Thence let them (hssipate gradually; 
or there they can lie quiet, and write Memoirs, till a Bordeaux 
ship sail. 

And thus, in Calvados all is dissipated; Romme is out of 
prison, meditating Iiis Calendar ; ringleaders are locked in his 
room. At Caen the Corday family mourns in silence : Buzot’s 
House is a heap of dust and demolition ; and amid the rubbish 
sticks a Gallows, with this inscription, Here dwelt the Traitor 
Buzot, who conspired against the Republic. Buzot and the other 
vanished Deputies are hors la lot, as we saw ; their lives free 
to take where they can be foimd. The worse fares it with 
the poor Arrested visible Deputies at Paris. ‘ Arrestment 
at home ’ threatens to become ‘ Confinement in the Luxem- 
bourg ’ ; to end : where ? For example, what pale-visaged 
thin man is this, journeying towards Switzerland as a Merchant 
of Neuch&tel, whom they arrest in the town of Moulins ? 

To Revolutionary Committee he is suspect. To Revolutionary 
Committee, on probing the matter, he is evidently: Deputy 
Brissot I Back to thy Arrestment, poor Brissot ; or indeed 
to strait confinement, — ^whither others are fated to follow. 

Rabaut has built himself a false-partition, in a friend’s house ; 
lives, in invisible darkness, between two walls. It will end, 
this same Arrestment business, in Prison, and the Revolutionary 
Tribunal. 

Nor must we forget Duperret, and the seal put on his papers 
by reason of Charlotte, One Paper is there, fit to breed wo 
enough: A secret solemn Protest against that suprema dies 
of the Second of June ! This Secret Protest our poor Duperret 
had drawn up, the same week, in all plainness of speech; waiting 
the time for publishing it ; to which Secret Protest his signature, 

and 
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lm\e pomr, l!ie >cncmUrtl llcp»n»licftiw of each Department, 
vritli iolemn tncisnftc of Acctptnnce; nnd now what rtmiuns 
but tliAt our new Imal Constitution be proclnlmctl, nml iwom 
to. In Jenst of Tikes t Tlic Departmental Deputies, we saj, 
are come some time npo; Cliaumettc scr> nn.xlotis at»out 
them, lest Girombn ,1/enn'fur#, Afrio-johben, or were it csen 
/ i/fej ihr joie of a Glrondm temper, corrupt their morals * Tenth 
of Au^st, immortal Annbenar), prrater almost Uuvn llastillc 
Jul}, is the Da}. 

Tamter Da\ld has not been idle Tlianks to David and 
Uie rreneb prnlui, there steps fortli Into the sunh{,ht, this 
daj, a Scenic Tliantasmnpory unexampled . — whereof History, 
so occupied with real Tliantasmafroncs, will say but little 

Tor one Uunp. llutorj can notice with satisfaction, on the 
ruins of the Dastille, a Stai^if of iVo/ure ; jpgnntie, sjwuting 
water from her two tnammeUet Not a Dream this; but a 
fact, palpable % isible There she spouts, preat Nature ; dim, 
licfore da) break Hut as Uie cominp Sun ruddies the Hast, 
come countless Multitudes, rcpuhled nnd unrcpulated; come 
Departmental Deputies, come Jlolhcr Socicl) nnd Daughters , 
comes National Consenlton, led on by handsome IHrauU, 
soft wind music breathing note of expectation. Lo, as great 
Sol scatters his first fire Iiandful. tipping the hills nnd ehimoc) 
hcwls with gold, IHrauIt is at great Nature's feet (she is plaster 
of pans merel) ) , Il^ult lifts, in an iron saucer, water spouted 
from the sacr^ breasts ; dnnks of it, ssith an eloquent Pagan 
rra)er, beginning, *0 Nature I ‘ and all the Departmental 
Deputies dnnk. each snth what best suitable ejaculation or 
prophetic ultemnee is in him , — amid breathings, wluch become 
bla^, of ssmdmvisic, and the roar of artillerj and human 
lliroats . fiimhmg well the first act of this solemnity. 

Next arc proccssionings along the Boulevards Deputies or 
Odlcinls bound together by long mdmsible tncolor riband , 
general ‘ members of the Sos creign ’ walking pell mcll, with 
pikes, with hammers, with the tools and emblems of their 
crafts ; among wluch we notice a Plough, and ancient Baucis 
nnd Philemon seated on it, drawn by their cliildren, 3Ian) 
voiced harmony nnd dissonance fUlmg the mr Through 
Triumphal Arches enough at the basis of the first of which, 
we descry — whom thinkest thou ?— the neromes of the Insur 
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LATEST POUTBAITS OF CELEBUITIES. 

{ft he heads of Foulon and de Launaj, and the head 
and heart of Berthier are from sketches made by 
Girodet as they <ivere carried in the streets of ?ans^ 
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rcction o{ Women. Strong Dames o{ tlie Market, they sit there 
(Thdroigne too ill to attend, one tears), with oak-branches, 
tricolor bedizenment ; fmn seated on their Cannons. To 
whom handsome Ildranlt, maldng pause o£ admiration, addresses 
soothing eloquence ; whereupon they rise and tall into the 
marcli. 

And now mark, in the Place dc la Revolution, what other 
august Statue may this be ; veiled in canvas, — ^^Yhich swiftly 
we shear off, by pulley and cord ? The Statue of Liberty 1 
She too is of plaster, hoping to become of metal ; stands where 
a Tyrant Louis Quinze once stood, * Three thousand birds ’ 
arc let loose, into the whole world, with labels round their 
neck, TFc arc free; imitate us. Holocaust of Royalist and 
cx-devani trumpery, such as one could still gather, is burnt ; 
pontifical eloquence must be uttered, by handsome Hdrault, 
and Pagan orisons offered up. 

And then forward across the River ; where is new enor- 
mous Statuarj’’ ; enormous plaster ^Mountain ; Herculcs-Pci/p?c, 
w'ith uplifted all-conquering club ; ^ many-headed Dragon of 
Girondin Federalism rising from fetid marsh ’ : — needing new 
eloquence from II6raull, To say nothing of Champ-de-]\Iars, 
and Fatherland’s Altar there ; with um of slain Defenders, 
CarpentcFs-levcl of the Law ; and such exploding, gesticulat- 
ing and perorating, that II6rault’s lips must be growing 'svhite, 
and his tongue cleaving to the roof of his mouth.^ 

Towards six o’clock let the wearied President, let Paris 
Patriotism generally sit down to *svhat repast, and social repasts, 
can be had ; and with flowing tankard or light-mantling glass, 
usher in this Nciv and Newest Era. In fact, is not Romme’s 
Nciv Calendar getting ready ? On all housetops flicker little 
tricolor Flags, their flagstaH a Pike and Liberty-Cap. On aU 
house-w^alls, — for no Patriot not suspect will be behind another, 
— ^thcre stand printed these "words ; Itcpuhlic one and indivisible ; 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, or Death. 


CHAP. IV 
Aug. 10, 
1790 


As to the New Calendar, we may say here rather than else- 
"svherc that speculative men have long been struck with the 
inequalities and incongruities of the Old Calendar ; that a 
New’ one has long been as good as determined on. Mardchal 
the Atheist, almost ten years ago, proposed a New Calendar, 
^ ChoLx des xii. 432*42. 
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1»<)0K I\ T1i»m >vnh nctt 1 ca^l ot nml New 1 ra or New CftlendAr, 
OcUB,OT 1 mnee neerpt her New Cott<i<U»Uon ♦ the most Democratic 
Constitution eser committed to paper How It will work in 
practice ? IVtriot Deputations, from time to time, soticit 
fniition of it; Uial it Ixs »ct n ;joinp Alwnji, however, this 
seems qucstionahic ; for the moment, unsuitable Till, in 
some Meeks, Ixthtt Vubhc, through the organ of Saint Just, 
makes report, tliat. In tlie present alarming circumslanecs, 
the state of I- ranee is Itcsoliitionar} , that her *Go\cmmcnt 
must l)c Koolutionar) liU llic I'caee ’ Solelj as Paper, then 
and as a Hope, must this poor new Constitution exut, — in 
which shape see inaj conceive it 1) mg, even now, with an infinity 
of other Uungs, in that Limbo near the ?Ioon hurthcr than 
paper it nev er got, nor cv cr will get. 


CUAVTEU V 

swoim ot siianrsiss 

Is fact, it is somcUung quite oUier Uian paper theorems, 
it is iron and audacit} tliat h^nce now needs 
Is not I,a Vendte still blazing , — alas too litcroll) , rogue 
Rossignol burning the very com mills ? General Santerre 
could do nolliing Uierc , General Hossignol, in blind fury, 
often m liquor, can do less than notlung Rebellion spreads, 
grows ever madder Ifappily tlicsc lean Quixote figures, whom 
we saw retreating out ol Menlz, ‘bound not to serve agamst 
the Coalition for a year,’ have got to Pans National Con 
vcntion packs them into post v eludes and conveyances , sends 
them swiftly, by post, into La Vendee There valiantly 
struggling, in obscure battle and skinnisli. under rogue 
Rossignol, let them, unlaurded, save the Republic, and ‘be 
cut down gradually to the lost man * * 

Docs not the Coalition, like a ftrc-tidc, pour m, Pniss** 
through the opened Northeast, Austria, England through 
the Northwest ? General Ilouchanl prospers no better there 
than General Custine did let him look, to it 1 Through the 
Lastem and the ’Western Pyrenees Spam has deployed itself? 

' VtttJt AtHtr aL 147 1 a i. 1(0.91 etc. 
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spreads, rustling with Bourbon banners, over the face of the CHAP. V 
South. Ashes and embers of confused Girondln civil war Aup. 1703 
covered that region already, lilarseilles is damped doivn, not ’’ 
quenched; to be quenched in blood. Toidon, terror-struck, 
too far gone for turning, has flung itself, ye righteous Powers, 
into the hands of the English ! On Toulon Arsenal there 
flics a flag, — nay not even the Flcur-dc-lys of a Louis Pre- 



GEKnilAI, noUClIAllI). 


tender; there flics that accursed St. George’s Cross of the 
English and Admiral Hood 1 What remnant of sea-craft, 
arsenals, roperies, war-navy France had, has given itself to 
these enemies of human nature, ' ennemis du genre htmain.’ 
Beleaguer it, bombard it, ye Commissioners Barras, Frdron, 
Robespierre Junior ; thou General Cartaux, General Dugom- 
micr; above all, thou remarkable Artillcry-Maior, Napoleon 
Buonaparte ! Hood is fortifying himself, victualling himself ; 
means, apparently, to moke a new Gibraltar of it, 

VOL. u. X 
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PC)OM\ Hut lo, In the Autumn night, late night, among the last 
iiS \ August, what sutldcn red sunhlaze Is Hus that has nsen 
cy»m t » o> cr L)*ons Ot j ; willi a noise to deafen the world I It Is 
tlie Powder tower of L>ons, nay the Anenal with four Powder 
toirers, which has caught fire m Uic Bombardment; and 
sprung Into U»e air, carrj mg * a hundred and seventeen houses ’ 
after It. ^\Jlh a light, one fonacs, as of the noon sun; with 
a roar second onlj to the Ijist Trumpet I All living sleepers 
far and wide It lias awakened ^tliat n sight was that, which 
the c)c ot llutoiy saw, In the sudden nocturnal sunhlazel 
The roofs of liapless Ljons and all its domes and steeples 
made niomentan1> dear, Ilhone and SaAne streams flasbmg 
suddenl> s Isiblc , and height and hollow, hamlet and smooth 
Stubblefield, and all the region round ; — heights, alas, all 
scarped and counter scarped. Into trenches, curtams, redoubts , 
blue AiliUerjTnen, little PowdcrKlcsilkins pljmg their bdl 
trade there through the not ambrosial night I Let the dark 
ness cover it again ; for it pams the e^c Of a truth, Chalicr’s 
death Is costing the City dear Convention Cotnmmioners, 
L>ons Congresses have come and gone , and action there was 
and reaction; bad eser growmg worse; till it has come to 
this ; Commissioner Dubois Cranci, * with seventj thousand 
men, and all the Artillery of several Provinces* bombarding 
Lj ons day and night. 

Worse things still arc in store Faimne is in Ljons, and 
rum and fire Desperate are the sallies of the besieg^ , brave 
Pr^ , their National Colonel and Commandant, doing what is 
in man desperate but ineffectual PnmsiOQs cutoff , nothing 
entering our city but shot and shells 1 The Arsenal has roared 
aloft , the very Hospital will be battered down, and the sick 
buned alive A black Flag hung on this latter noble Edifice, 
Bppeabng lo the pitj of the besiegers ; for though maddened, 
were they not still our brethren T In their blind wrath, they 
took it for a flag of defiance, and aimed thitherward the more 
Bad is growing ever worse here * and how will the worse slop, 
till it have grown worst of all T Commissioner Dubois will 
listen to no pleading, to no speech, save this only, We surrender 
at disciehon Lyons contains m It subdued Jacobins , domin 
ant Girondtns , secret Roy alists And now, mere deal madness 
and cannon shot, enveloping them, wiU not the desperate 
Muniapahty fly, at last, into the arms ot Royahsm itself? 

Majesty 
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Majesty of Sardinia was to bring help, but it failed. Emigrant CHAP. V 
d’Autichamp, in name of the Two Pretender Royal Highnesses, Aug. 1793 
is coming through Switzerland with help; coming, not yet 
come ; Pr^cy hoists the Fleur-de-lys ! 

At sight of which all true Girondins sorrowfully fling down 
their arms: — Let our Tricolor brethren storm us, then, and 
slay us in their wrath ; with you we conquer not. The famish- 
ing women and children are sent forth : deaf Dubois sends 
them back ; — trains in mere fire and madness. Our * redoubts 
of cotton-bags ’ are taken, retaken ; Pr^ey imder his Fleur-de- 
lys is valiant as Despair. What will become of Lyons ? It is 
a siege of seventy days.^ 

Or see, in these same weeks, far in the Western waters : 
breasting through the Bay of Biscay, a greasy dingy little 
Merchant-ship, with Scotch skipper ; under hatches whereof 
sit, disconsolate, — the last forlorn nucleus of Girondism, the 
Deputies from Quimper ! Several have dissipated themselves, 
whithersoever they could. ' Poor Riouffe fell into the talons 
of Revolutionary Committee and Paris Prison. The rest sit 
here under hatches ; reverend Potion with his gray hair, angry 
Buzot, suspicious Louvet, brave young Barbaroux, and others. 

They have escaped from Quimper, in this sad craft ; are now 
tacking and struggling ; in danger from the waves, in danger 
from the English, in still worse danger from the French; — 
banished by Heaven and Earth to the greasy belly of this 
Scotch skipper’s Merchant-vessel, unfruitful Atlantic raving 
round. They are for Bordeaux, if peradventure hope yet linger 
there. Enter not Bordeaux, O Friends ! Bloody Convention 
Representatives, Tallien and suchlike, with their Edicts, with 
their Guillotine, have arrived there ; Respectability is driven 
under ground ; Jacobinism lords it on high. From that Reole 
landing-place, or Beak of Amies, as it were, pale Death, waving 
his Revolutionary Sword of Sharpness, waves you elsewhither ! 

On one side or the other of that Bee d’Amb^s, the Scotch 
Skipper with difficulty moors, a dexterous greasy man ; with 
difficulty lands his Girondins ; — ^who, after reconnoitring, 
must rapidly burrow in the Earth ; and so, in subterranean 
ways, in friends’ back-closets, in cellars, barn-lofts, in caves 
of Saint-Emilion and Libourne, stave-off cruel Death.® Un- 
happiest of all Senators ! 

' Dttix Amis, xi. 80-143. ’ Louvet, pp. 180-99. 
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CIIAPrER VI 

nisi \ AGAINST T> HANTS 

Against nil which incalcubhie Impedimcnls, horrors ond 
disnstcrs, whal can n Jacohm Convention oppose? Tlic un 
calculating Spint ot Jncohinism, nnd Sansculoltic sansformu 
listie hrenzy t Our Lnemies press In on us, sajs Donton, hut 
they shall not conquer us, * we will bum trance to ashes rather, 
riotts frnJlieTOTW la trance * 

Commilltes ot SUrrl#, ol Solul, have ndsed ihemsclvcS * d 
la haulcur, to the height of circumstances ' Let all mortals 
raise themseU es d fa hauteur Let the Forty (our thousand 
Sections and their Revolutionary Committees stir every flbre 
of the Republic , nnd cverj Frenchman feel that he Is to do 
or die Tlicy arc Uic lifc-circulation of Jacobinism, these 
Sections and Committees* Ranton, through the organ of 
Rarrirc and Salut Public, gets decreed, That there be m Pans 
hy Jaw, two meetings of Section weekly , also that the Poorer 
Citizen be paid for attending, nnd have his day s wages of 
Forty Sous ‘ This is the celebrated ‘ Law of the Fortj Sous ' , 
fiercely stimulant to Sansculottism, to the hfe-acculatioti of 
Jacobinism. 

On the twentj third of August, Committee of Public Salva 
tion, ns usual through Barrire, had promulgated in words not 
unworthy of remembenng their Report, which is soon made mlo 
n Law, of Ijcvy in Afosi * All France, and whatsoever it 
contains of men or resources, is put under requisition,* says 
Borrirc , really m Tyrtican words, the best we know of his 
* The Republic is one vast besieged citj * Two-hundred and 
fift} forges shall, in these days, be set up m the Luxembourg 
Garden, and round the outer wall of the Tuilcncs , to make 
gun barrels , m sight of Barth nnd Heaven 1 From all 
hamlets towards their Departmental Town , from all Depart 
mental Towns, towards the oppomted Corap and scat of wor, 
the Sons of Freedom shall march, their banner is to bear 
‘ Le Peuple Fran^ats debout eontre Ics Tyrans The Frefl^ 
People nsen against Tyrants The young men shall go to the 

> Ment/tnr Siince du S Septewbee I79> ,, 

battle t 
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battle ; it is their task to conquer : the married men shall CHAP. VI 
forge arms, transport baggage and artillery; provide sub- Aug. 1793 
sistence : the women shall work at soldiers’ clothes, make 
tents ; serve in the hospitals : the children shall scrape old- 
linen into surgeon’ s-lint : the aged men shall have themselves 
carried into public places, and there, by their words, excite 
the courage of the young ; preach hatred to Kings and unity 
to the Republic.’ ^ Tyrtaean words ; which tingle through all 
French hearts. 

In this humour, then, since no other serves, will France 
rush against its enemies. Headlong, reckoning no cost or 
consequence; heeding no law or rule but that supreme law, 

Salvation of the People ! The weapons are, all the iron that 
is in France ; the strength is, that of all the men, women, 
and children that are in France. There, in their two-hundred 
and fifty shed-smithies, in Garden of Luxembourg or Tuileries, 
let them forge gun-barrels, in sight of Heaven and Earth 

Nor with heroic daring against the Foreign foe, can black 
vengeance against the Domestic be wanting. Life-circulation 
of the Revolutionary Committees being quickened by that 
Law of the Fori?/ Deputy Merlin, — not the Thionviller, 

whom we saw ride out of Mentz, but Merlin of Douai, named 
subsequently Merlin Suspecty—com^s, about a week after, with 
his world-famous Law of the Suspect : ordering all Sections, 
by their Committees, instantly to arrest all Persons Suspect ; 
and explaining withal who the Arrestable and Suspect specially 
are. ‘ Are suspect,’ says he, ‘ all who by their actions, by their 
connexions, speakings, writings have ’ — in short become Sus- 
pect.^ Nay Chaumette, illuminating the matter still further, 
in his Municipal Placards and Proclamations, will bring it 
about, that you may almost recognise a Suspect bn the streets; 
and clutch him there, — off to Committee and Prison. Watch 
well your words, watch well your looks : . if Suspect of riothirig 
else, you may grow, as came to be a saying, ‘ Suspect of being 
Suspect ’ ! : For are we not in a state of Revolution ? . : r 

No frightfuler Law' ever ruled , in a Nation of men. All 
Prisons ; and . Houses of Arrests in French landi are getting 
crowded to the ridge-tile ; * Forty-four' thousand Committees, 

^ Dibats^ Stance du 23 Ao fit 1793. 

2 Moniteiiry Stance du 17 Septembre 1793. 
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HOOK l\ like M many companies of reapers or gleaners, gleaning France, 
arc gallicnng iTieir harvest, and storing It In tticse Houses 
’“** **^*^IInr>cst of Anstocrat tares I Nay, lest the Forty four 
thousand, each on Its own harvest field, prove InsufDcicnt, 
we arc to hn\c an ambulant * Hcvolutionary Army sue* 
thousand strong, under right captains, this sh^l perambulate 
the country at large, and strike In wherever It finds such 
liarvcst work slack So have Muniapality and Slothcr Soacty 
petitioned , so has Convention decreed * Let Aristocrats, 
ledcrahsts, Monsieurs vanish, and all men tremble *the Sod 
of Liberty shall be purged,* — with a vengeance I 

Neitfier hitherto has the Zlevolutionory TVihunal been keep' 
ing holida} Blanchclonde, for losing Saint Domingo t ‘ Con 
spirators of Orleans,* for ‘ assassinating,' for assaulting the 
sacred Deputy L^nord Bourdon these with many tame- 
less to whom life was sweet, have died Daily the great 
GuilIoUnc has its due Like a black Spectre, doily at even 
tide glides the Death tumhnl through the vonegated throng 
of things The vanegated street shudders at it, for the 
moment , next moment forgets It. The Aristocrats 1 They 
Were guilty against the Xlcpublie, their death, were it only 
that their goods are confiscated, will be useful to the Bepubhc , 
Vtve lo } 

In the last dajs of August fell a notabicr bead General 
Custine's Custine was accused of harshness, of unskilfuincss, 
perQdiousncss , accused of many things found guilty, we may 
sa>, of one thing, unsueccssfuincss Ileanng his unerpected 
Sentence, ‘ Custinc fell down before the Crucifix,' silent for the 
space of two hours he fared, with moist eyes and a look of 
prajer, towards the Place dc la Revolution, glanced upwards 
at the clear suspended axe , then mounted swiftly aloft * 
swiftly was stnidc away from the hsls of the Living ife 
bad fought m Amenca , he was a proud, brave man , and 
bis fortune led him hither 

On the Sd of thi» same month, at three in the morning, a 
vehicle rolled off, with closed blinds, from the Temple to the 
Conciergenc. Within it were two Municipals , and Mane- 
Antomette, once Queen of France I There m that Conaer 
gene, in ignomimotw dreary cell, she, secluded from children, 

» Jl/at tntr S^jmeet du S 9 1 1 S«r«*inb»« 

* Dtux Amu >1. t 4 S>SS. 
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Idndred, friend and hope, sits long weeks ; expecting when the CHAP. VI 
end will be.^ Oct 14, 1793 

The Guillotine, we find, gets always a quicker motion, 
other tilings are quickening. The Guillotine, by its speed of 
going, will give index of the general velocity of the Republic. 

The clanking of its huge axe, rising and falling there, in horrid 
systole-diastole, is portion of the whole enormous life-movement 
and pulsation of the Sansculottic System ! — ‘ Orldans Con- 
spirators ’ and Assaulters had to die, in spite of much weeping 
and entreating ; so sacred is the person of a Deputy. Yet 
the sacred can become desecrated : your very Deputy is not 
greater than the Guillotine. Poor Deputy Journalist Gorsas : 
we saw liim hide at Rennes, when the Calvados War burnt 
priming. He stole, afterwards, in August, to Paris ; lurked 
several weeks about the Palais ci-devani Royal ; was seen there, 
one day ; was clutched, identified, and without ceremony, 
being already ‘ out of the Law,’ was sent to the Place de la 
Rdvolution. He died, reconunending his wife and children to 
the pity of the Republic. It is the ninth day of October 1793. 

Gorsas is the first Deputy that dies on the scaffold ; he will not 
be the last. 

Ex-Mayor Bailly is in Prison ; Ex-Procureur Manuel. 

Brissot and our poor Arrested Girondins have become Incar- 
cerated Indicted Girondins ; universal Jacobinism clamouring 
for their punishment. Duperret’s Seals are broken 1 Those 
Seventy-three Secret Protesters, suddenly one day, are reported 
upon, are decreed accused ; the Convention-doors being 
‘ previously shut,* that none implicated might escape. They 
were marched, in a very rough manner, to Prison that evening. 

Happy those of them who chanced to be absent 1 Condorcet 
has vanished into darkness ; perhaps, like Rabaut, sits between 
two walls, in the house of a friend. 

^ See Mimoircs pariiailUrs de la Ca^HviU h la Tour da Tetnplt (by the Duchesse 
d’Angouleme, Paris, 21 Janvier 1817), 
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Os Slontlay the lourtccnth of Octolwr 1703, n Cause is 
pcnJinp In the Fnlais de Justice, In the new riesoIutionaTy 
Court such as those old stone stalls ncser svitnesswl the 
Trial of Mane Antoinette The once hn^’htest of Queens, 
now tarnished, defaced, forsaken, stands here at Fotujuicr 
Tinville’s Judf^ent bar, answering for her life The Indict 
ment was dch> ered her last night ‘ To such changes of human 
fortune what words are adequate f Silence alone is adequate 
There are few Prinlcd things one meets with of such tragic, 
almost ghastly, significance as those bald Pages of the ButUint 
da Tribunal Jihvhdtonnaire^ which bear title Trial of ffie If tdow 
Capri Dim, dim, as if in disastrous eclipse, like the pnle 
kingdoms of Dis I Plutonic Judges, Plutonic Tintille, cn 
circled, nine times, with StjTC and Lctlie, with Fire Phlcgethon 
and Coc> tus named of Lamentation 1 Tlie veiy witnesses 
summon^ are like Ghosts exculpatorj, inculpatory, they 
themselves arc all ho\cnng over death and doom; they are 
known, in our Imagination, ns the prey of the Guillotine Tall 
Cl diiant Count d I,staing, anxious to show himself Patriot, 
cannot escape , nor Dailly, who, when asked If he knows the 
Accused, answers with n res erent Inclination towards her, * Ah, 
jes, I know Madame* F'v Patriots are here, sharply dealt 
with, ns ProcuTCUT Manuel , Ex Ministers, shorn of their 
splendour Me hn%e cold Anstocratie impassivity, faithful 
to itself c\ en in Tartarus , rabid stupidity, of Patriot Corporals 
Patriot Masherwomen, who Iiave mucli to saj of Plots, Treasons, 
August Tenlli, old Insurrection of lYomen For all now has 
become a crime in her who has tosi 
lilane Antoinette, m this her utter abandonment, and hour 
of extreme need, is not wanting to herself, the imperial woman 
Her look, Uicy say, as that hideous Indictment was reading 
continued calm , * she was sometimes observed moving her 
fingers, as when one plays on the piano ’ You discern, not 
without interest, across that dim Revolutionary Bulletin itself, 
_ » PnthtU U Fftitt{Diux Amt »L*St jSt) 
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how she bears licrsclf queenlike. Her answers arc prompt, cilA?. VII 
clear, often of Laconic brevity; resolution, which has grown Oct. 14, 171 KI 
contemptuous witlioul ceasing to he dignified, veils itself in 
culm words. ‘ You persist^ then, in denial ? * — ' M 3 ' plan is 
not denial : it is the truth I have said, and I persist in that,’ 

Scandalous Hubert 1ms borne his testimony ns to many things : 
as to one thing, concerning Maric-Antoinctlc and her little Son, 

— wdiercwilh 1 Inman Speech Imd better not furl her be soiled. 

She has answered Hebert ; a Juryman begs to observe that 
she has not answered ns to this, ' 1 have not answered,’ she 
exclaims with noble emotion, ‘ because Nature refuses to 
answer such a charge brought against a Mother, I appeal to 
all the Mothers that arc here.’ Robespierre, when he heard 
of it, broke ont into something almost like swearing at the 
brutish hlockhcadisni of this Hubert ; * on whose foul head his 
foul lie has recoiled. At four o’clock on Wednesday morning, 
after two days and two nights ot interrogating, jur 3 ’*chnrging, 
and other darkening of counsel, the result comes out : sentence 
of Death. * Have you anything to sii}* ? ’ The Accused shook 
her head, without speech. Night’s candles arc burning out ; 
and with her loo Time is finishing, and it will be Elcrnit}' 
and Day. This Hall of TinviUc’s is dark, ilMightcd except 
where she stands. Silently she withdraws from it, to die. 

Two Processions, or Ro 3 'al Progresses, threemnd-twenty 
yc.ars apart, have often struck us with n strange feeling of 
contrast. The first is of a beaut iftil Archduchess and Dau- 
phincss, quitting her Mother’s Cit\% at the age of Fifteen ; 
towards hopes such as no other Daughter of Kve then had ; 

’ On the morrow,’ says Weber an eye-witness, ‘ the Dauphincss 
left Vienna. The whole cit\’ crowded out ; at first with a 
sorrow which was silent. Slic appeared : you saw her sunk 
hack into licr carriage ; her face bathed in tears ; hiding her 
eyes now with her handkcrclu'cf, now with her Imnds ; several 
times putting out her head to see yet again this Palace of 
her Fathers, whither she wms to return no more. She motioned 
her regret, her gratitude to the good Nation, wiiich was crowding 
here to bid her farewell. Then arose not only tears ; but 
piercing erics, on all sides, Jlcn and w'omcn alike abandoned 
themselves to such expression of their sorrow*. It W'as an audible 
sound of wail, in the streets and avenues of Vienna, The last 

* Villruc, Catttfs «V la /i^'C>luff{>ts tie 7 'herinhlcr (I'aris, 1825), p. 1 79. 

Courier 




TEunon 


M2 


HOOK l\ Now will Tin\iUe prove these men piUtj o! Hojalism, Federal 
ism, Conspirac) ngamit the Republic T ^'eT]fmaud’« eloquence 
*'*“*■ *' nwaV.es once more , * draws tears,* they w}. And Journalists 

report, and the Tnnl lenRthcns itself out day after day ; 

* threatens to become eternal,* murmur many, Jaeobuusm 
and ’Mumcipalil} rue to the aid of Fouquier On the 2Sth 
of the month. Hubert and others come in deputation to inform 
a Fatnot Convention that the Rc\olutionary Tribunal is quite 

* shacUed bj Forms of Law ’ , that a Patriot Jury oupht to 
ha^e * the poiecr of cultimj short, of fmninrr le$ d^bati, when 
the\ feel themseh'cs convinced * tMuch prepnant suppeslion 
of cutUnp short, passes itself, with all despatch, into a Decree 

Accotdinpl), at ten o’clocL on the nipht of the 80th of 
October, the TVentj two, summoned back once more, receive 
this information That the Jury feclmp themselves cominced 
have cut short, has-c brought In their verdict , that the Accused 
are found guilts, and the Sentence on one and all of them 
IS, Death snUi confiscation of goods. 

Loud natural clamour rises among the poor Girondms, 
tumult; which can onlj be repressed bj the gendarmes 
Valaii stabs hunsclf, falls down dead on the spot, Tlie 
rest, amid loud clamour and confusion, are driven back to 
their Coneicrgcne , Lasource ejtclaiming, * I die on the daj 
when the People have lost their reason; jc will die whm 
thej recover it.* * No help I Yieldmg to a lolcnce, the Doomed 
uplift the lljmn of the SlnrseiUese ; return fimgmg to their 
dungeon 

RiouHe, who was their Pnson mate m these last days, has 
lovmglj recorded what death they made To our notions, it 
is not an cdifjnng death. Gay satirical Pot-jxmm by' Ducos ; 
rhymed Scenes of Tragedy, wherein Barrire and Robespierre 
di^urse with Satan, death's eve spent m ‘smgmg* and 

* sallies of gaiety with * discourses on the happmess of peoples ’ • 
these thmgs, and the like of these, we have to accept for what 
they are worth It is the manner in which the Girondms 
make ttnr Last Supper Valaz#, with bloody breast, sleeps 
cold m death ; hears not the singing Veigniaud has his dose 
of poison ; but it is not enough for lus fnends, it is enough only 
for himself , wherefore he flings it from him ; presides at this 

1 «WrT**, 'IVMTfMvn n ♦«*«£«• A» fJtMv «*f* *• 

/If rv^pF.,in.— Dal. O// t i» p jio^ ed. Rnikf, 1*76. 
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Last Supper of the Gixondins, with wild coruscations of elo- CHAP, Viii 
quence, with song and mirth. Poor human Will struggles to Oct. so, 1703 
assert itself ; if not in this way, then in that.' (Years, Brum, <,) 

But on tlie morrow morning all Paris is out ; such a crowd 
as no man had seen. The Death-carts, Valazd’s cold corpse 
stretched among the yet living Tivcnty-one, roll along. Bare- 
headed, hands bound ; in their shirt-sleeves, coat flung loosely 
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round the neek : so fare the eloquent of France ; bemurmured, 
beshouted. To the shouts of Vive la Ripubliqiie, some of 
them keep ans\vering with counter-shouts of Vive la R6publiquc. 
Others, as Brissot, sit sunk in silence. At the foot of the 
scaffold they again strilce up, with appropriate variations, the 
Hymn of the Marseillese. Such an act of music ; conceive 
it well ! The yet Living chant there ; the chorus so rapidly 

^ M 4 moires dt Rionjfc (in AUtnoim stir Us Prisotis^ P:^ris, 1823), pp» 48-55. 
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nUSIIINO DOWN 

We nrc now, therefore, got to that block precipitous Abyss; 
whiU>cr all tilings have long been tending ; where, liaving now 
arrivwl on the giddy verge, they hurl down, in confused ruin ; 
headlong, pcll’mcll, down, down ; — till Sansculottlsm liavc con- 
summatei] itself ; and in this wondrous French llcvolution, as 
in a Doomsday, a World liave been rapidly, if not bom again, 
yet destroyed and engulfed. Terror has long been terrible : 
but to the actors themselves it has now become manifest that 
their appointed course is one of Terror; and they say, I3c it 
so. * Que la Ttrrettr toil A Vordre du jour* 

So many centuries, say only from Hugh Capet downwards, 
Iiad been adding together, century transmitting it with increase 
to century', the sum of Wickedness, of Falsehood, Oppression 
of man by' man. Kings were siimers, and Priests were, and 
People. Open Scoundrels rode triumphant, bediademed, bc- 
coronetted, bemitred; or the still fatnlcr species of Secret- 
Scoundrels, in their fair-sounding formulas, spcciositles, respec- 
tabilities, hollow within : the race of Quacks was grown many 
os the sands of the sea. Till at length such a sum of Quackery 
had accumulated itself as, in brief, the Earth and the Heavens 
were weary of. Slow seemed the Day of Settlement ; coming 
on, all imperceptible, across the bluster and fanfaronade of 
Courtierisms, Conquering-Hcroisms, Most Christian Grand il/on- 
argue-isms, WcU-belovcd Pompadourisras s yet iiehold it was 
always coming; behold it has come, suddenly, unlooked for 
by any man I The harvest of long centuries was ripening 
and w’Wtening so rapidly of late ; and now it is grown Khile, 
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nntl is reaped rapidly, as it were, in one day. Reaped, in this CHAP. I 
Reign ol Terror ; and carried liome, to Hades and the Pit I — 
Unhappy Sons of Adam: it is ever so; and never do Ihcj' 
know it, nor will they Icnow it. With cheerfully smoothed 
countenances, day after day, and generation after generation, 
they, calling cheerfully to one another, Wcll-spccd-ye, are at 
work, soreing the. xcind. And yet, ns God lives', they shall reap 
the xchirkeind : no other thing, we say, is possible, — since God 
is a Truth, and His 'World is a Tnith. 

History, however, in dealing with the Reign of Terror, has 
had her own difl'ieultics. Wiile the Phenomenon continued 
in its primnrj' state, ns mere ‘ Horrors of the French Revolu- 
tion,’ there was nhundance to he said and shrieked. IVith 
and also without profit. Heaven knows, there were terrors 
and horrors enough : yet that was not all the Phenomenon ; 
nay, more properly, that was not the Plienomcnon at all, but 
raUier was the shadoxo of it, the negative part of it. And 
now, in a new stage of the business, when History, ceasing to 
shriek, would try rather to include under her old Forms of 
speech or speculation this new amazing Tiling ; that so some 
accredited scientific Law of Nature might suffice for the unex- 
pected Product of Nature, and History might get to speak of 
it articulately, and draw inferences and profit from it ; in this 
new stage. History, we must say, babbles and flounders perhaps 
in a .still painfulcr manner. Take, for example, the latest 
Form of speech we have seen propounded on the subject ns 
adequate to it, almost in these months, by our worthy M. 

Roux, in his Ilistoirc Parlanrntairc. The latest and the 
strangest : that the French Revolution was a dead-lift effort, 
after eighteen hundred years of preparation, to realise — the 
Christian Religion 1 ’ Unity, Indivisibility, Brotherhood or 
Death, did indeed stand printed on all Houses of the Living ; 
also on Cemeteries, or Houses of the Dead, stood printed, by 
order of Procurcur Chnumette, Here is Eternal Sleep : - but a 
Christian Religion realised by the Guillotine and Death-Eternal 
‘ is suspect to me,’ as Robespierre was wont to saj’, ‘ m'csl 
suspecte,’ 

Alas, no, I\L Roux 1 A Gospel of Brotherhood, not accord- 
ing to any of the Four old Evangelists, and calling on men 

* //if/, /*tr/, (Introcl.) i. I cl seqq. * Devx Aviis^ xH. 78. 
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HOOK \ to repent, nnil amciul rneh h$ osen wicked existence, tlial 
17t« Uicy miRht !>c saved ; Imt n Gospel rather, os wc often hint, 
nccordinp to n new Fifth Fsan^elist Jean Jacques cnllin;; on 
men to amend rneh the whole world’s wicked existence, and be 
saved bj makinj; tlic Constitution A tlunj; different and 
distant toto ealo, as Oicj say • the whole breadth of the skj, 
and farther if possible 1 — It is thus, however, Uuit Iliitorj, 
and indeed all human Speech and Ilcason docs jet, wliat Father 
Adam bepan life bj domp. strive to name the new Tlunps 
it secs of Nature’s protiticinp— often helplessf^ cnouph 

Ihit vvliat if Ilislorj were to mlmit. for once. Hint all the 
Names and Tlieorcms 5 ct knoam to her fall short ? Tliat 
this prand Ihwluct of Nature was even prand, and new, in 
tluit It came not to ranpc itself under old recorded Ijiws of 
Nature at all but to disclose new ones ? In that case. History , 
renounemp the pretension to name it at present, will look 
honest!) at it, and name what she can of itl An) approxima 
tion to the npht Name luis value were the npht Name itself 
once here, the Thinp is known henceforth , (he TIunp is then 
ours, and can be dealt with 

Now surely not realisation, of Qinstianity or of aupht earthly, 
do wc discern in this rcipn of Terror, in this French It evolution 
of whicli it is the consummatinp Destruction rather we 
discern, — of oil that was destructible It is as if Twenty five 
millions risen at Icnptli into the P)’tlunn mood, had stood up 
simultaneously to sa>, with a sound which poes through far 
lands and times, that this Untnitli of an Existence had become 
insupportable O jc Ilj'pocnsics and Spcciositics, no)a] 
mantles, Cardinal plush cloaks, je Credos, Formulas, Eesperfa 
bditics fair painted Sepulchres full of dead men’s bones, — 
behold, JC appear to us to be altogether a Lie Vet our Life 
15 not a Lie , yet our Hunger and Misery is not a Lie 1 Behold 
wc lift up, one and all, our Twentj fiv e million right hands , 
and take tlic Ilcav ens, and the Earth and also the I’lt of Tophet 
to witness, tliat either jc shall be abolished, or else we shall 
be abolished 1 

No inconsiderable Oath truly, forming as lias been often 
said the most remarkable transaction m these last thousand 
years tMiercfrom likewise there follow, and will follow, 
results The fulfilment of this Oath ; that is to say, the black 
desperate battle of Men against their whole Condition and 
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ient, — a battle, alas, withal, against the Sin and 
that w^as in themselves as in others : this is the Reign 
r. Transcendental despair was the purport of it, 
ot consciously so. False hopes, of Fraternity, Political 
im, and what not, we have always seen : but the unseen 
the whole, the transcendental despair, was not false ; 
las it been of no effect. Despair, pushed far enough, 
:s the circle, so to speak ; and becomes a kind of 
productive hope again. 

ine of Fraternity, out of old Catholicism, does, it is 
ry strangely in the vehicle of a Jean- Jacques Evangel, 
y plump down out of its cloud-firmament ; and from a 
i determine to make itself a practice. But just so do 
:ds, \ intentions, customs, Imowledges, thoughts, and 
which the French have, suddenly plump down ; 
jism, Classicism, Sentimentalism, Cannibalism ; all 
lat make up Man in France are rushing and roaring 
. gulf; and the theorem has become a practice, and 
jver cannot swim sinks. Not Evangelist Jean-Jacques 
there is not a Village Schoolmaster but has contributed 
ta : do we not thou one another, according to the Free 
1 of Antiquity ? The French Patriot, in red Phrygian 
p of Liberty, christens his poor little red infant Cato, — 
or else of Utica. Gracchus has become Baboeuf, and 
Newspapers; Mutius Scsevola, Cordwainer of that Ok, 
s in the Section Mutius-Scaevola : and in brief, there is 
t wholly jumbling itself, to try wkat will swim, 
refore we will, at all events, call this Reign of Terror 
strange one. Dominant Sansculottism makes, as it 
free arena; one of the strangest temporary states 
uty was ever seen in. A nation of men, full of wants 
id of habits ! The old habits are gone to wreck because 
ere old : men, driven forward by Necessity and fierce 
a Madness, have, on the spur of the instant, to devise 
: want the way of satisfying it. The Wonted tumbles 
by imitation, by invention, the Unwonted hastily builds 
ip. What the French National head has in it comes 
I not a great result, surely one of the strangest, 
bier shall the Reader fancy that it was aU black, this 
of Terror ; far from it. How many hammermen and 
nen, bakers and brewers, washers and wringers, over 

this 
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nooK \ this France, must ply Uicir old dally work let the Govern 
ITM ment be one of Terror or one of Joy I In this Pans there ore 

Otk •) X\%cnty three Tlicatrcs nightly, some count as many os Sixty 
Places of Danemg* The Playwright manufactures — pieces 
of a strictly Ilcpublican cliaractcr Ever fresh Novel garbage, 
as of old fodders the Circulatmg Libraries * The * Cesspool 
of Agio ’ now m a time of Paper Sloney, works with a vivacity 
unexampled unimagmed , exhales from Itself * sudden fortunes,* 
like Aladdin I’alaces really a kind of miraculous Fata 
Morganas, since jou eon Ine m them, for a time Terror is 
as a sable ground on s\htch the most sanegated of scenes 
paints itself In startling transitions m colours all intensated, 
the sublime tlic ludicrous, the horrible succeed one another, 
or rather in crowding tumult, accompany one another 

Here, accordingly, if anjTrhcrc the ‘hundred tongues’ 
whicli tlic old Poets often clamour for, were of supreme ser^nce I 
In defect of any such organ on our part, let the Reader stir 
up his oivn imaginative organ let us snatch for him this or the 
other sigmhcant glunpse of things in the fittest sequence we 
can 


ciiArrER II 

HEATH 

Iv the early daj’s of November there is one transient glimpse 
of things that is to be noted the lost transit to his long home 
of Philippe d Orleans Egalit^ Philippe was ‘ decreed accused ’ 
along with the Girondms much to his and their surpnsc, 
but not tried along with them They are doomed and dead 
some three dajs when Phihppe after his long half > ear of 
durance at JlarsciUes arrives in Pans It is as we calculate 
the third of Novcnibcr 1793 

On which same day two notable Female Pnsoners are also 
put m ward there Dame Dubarrj and Josephine Beatihainais 
Dame whilom Countess Duharry UnlortimaVe lemale had 
returned from London , they snatched her, not onl> as Ex 
harlot of a whdom ^lajesty, and therefore Suspect, but as 
havmg * furnished the Emigrants with money ’ Contem 
t M«rc«r u. 1X4 ' mon h> pw m 

poraneously 
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poraneously with whom there comes the wife Beauhamais, CHAP. II 
soon to be the widow : she that is Josephine Tascher Beau- Nov. c, 1703 
harnais that shall be Josephine Empress Buonaparte, — ^for a<Ycar 2 ,Brum.j 6 ) 
black Divineress of the Tropics prophesied long since that she 
should be a Queen and more. Likewse, in the same hours, 
poor Adam Lux, nigh turned in the head, who, according to 
Forster, ‘ has taken no food these three weeks,’ marches to the 
Guillotine for his Pamphlet on Charlotte Corday : he ‘ sprang 
to the scaffold ’ ; said ‘ he died for her with great joy.’ Amid 
such fellow-travellers does Philippe arrive. For, be the month 
named Brumaire year 2 of Liberty, or November year 1798 of 
Slavery, the Guillotine goes always, Gttilloiine va ioujotirs. 

Enough, Philippe’s indictment is soon drawn, his jury soon 
convinced. He finds himself made guilty of Royalism, Con- 
spiracy and much else ; nay, it is a guilt in him that he voted 
Louis’s Death, though he answers, ‘ I voted in my soul and 
conscience.’ The doom he finds is death forthwith ; this 
present Gth dim day of November is the last day that Philippe 
is to see. Philippe, says Montgaillard, thereupon called for 
breakfast : sufficiency of ‘ oysters, two cutlets, best part of an 
excellent bottle of claret ’ ; and consumed the same with appa- 
rent relish. A Revolutionary Jxidge, or some official Conven- 
tion Emissary, then arrived, to signify that he might still do 
the State some service by revealing the truth about a plot or 
two. Philippe answered that, on him, in the pass things had 
come to, the State had, he thought, small claim ; that never- 
theless, in the interest of Liberty, he, having still some leisure 
on his hands, was willing, were a reasonable question asked 
him, to give a reasonable answer. And so, says Montgaillard, 
he leant his elbow on the mantel-piece, and conversed in an 
imdertone, with great seeming composure ; till the leisure was 
done, or the Emissary went his ways. 

At the door of the Conciergerie, Philippe’s attitude was 
erect and easy, almost commanding. It is five years, all but a 
few days, since Philippe, within these same stone walls, stood 
up with an air of graciosity, and asked King Louis, ‘ Whether 
it was a Royal Session, then, or a Bed of Justice ? ’ O Heaven 1 
— ^Three poor blackguards were to ride and die with him : some 
say, they objected to such company, and had to be flung in 
neck and heels ; ^ but it seems not true. Objecting or not 

^ Forster, ii. 628 5 Montgaillard, iv, 141-57. 
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llOOK \ objecting, the gallow s > chide gets under wny I’hdippc’s dress 
So» 0. 170>1{s remarked for its elegance, green frock, vnislcoit of white 
yellow buckskins, boots clear as Umren lus air, os 
before, cntirclj composed, impassuc, not to say easy and 
UnimmcUc'in i>ohtc Tlirough street after street , slowly, 
amid execrations .—past the I’alais Tgaht^, wlitlom Palais 
Iloj al 1 Tlic cnicl Populaee stopped liim there, some mmiitcs 
Dame dc Iluffon, it is said, lookctl out on him, in Jercbcl head 
tire ; along the ashlar ^\all there ran these svords in huge tn 
color print, Rcrunuc ovr and jvnn isinnr, LrnrnTY,IlQUAUTV, 
rnATERNm on Death* Nnlional Proprrty Philippe's ejes 
flaslictl hcllllrc, one instant ; but the next instant it was gone, 
and he sat impassive, IlnimmcIIcan polite On the scaffold, 
Samson was for drawing off lus boots • ‘ Tush,’ said Pluhppc, 
‘ thej will come better off after i let us Iiavc done, d^/chons 
nmis I ’ 

So Philippe was not willioiit vnrtuc, then ? Go<l forbid 
Uiat there should be anj hvmg man without it I He liad the 
v irtuc to keep living for fiv c and fort) ) cars , — other s trltics 
perhaps more than we know of But prohabi) no mortal ever 
had such tlungs recorded of him such facts, and also such 
lies For he was a Jacobin Prince of the Blood , consider wluit 
a combination I Also, unhke any Nero, any Borgia, he lived 
m the Age of Pampldets Lnough for us C^os has re- 
absorbed him ; may it late or nev cr bear his like again I — 
Brave j oung Orldans Cgaliti, deprived of all onij not depnved 
of himself, IS gone to Coirc in the Gnsons, under the name of 
Corby, to teach Slathcraatics The Egalit6 Family is at the 
darkest depths ol the Nadir 

A far nobler Victim follows , one who will claim remem 
brance from several centimes • Jeanne Hone Phlipon the 
Wife of Roland Quccnlj, sublime in her uncomplammg 
sorrow, seemed she to Riouffe m her Prison ‘Something 
more than is usually found m the looks of women pamted 
itself,* says Riouffe,* ‘ m those large black eyes of hers, full of 
expression and svTcetness She spoke to me often, at the 
Grate we were all attentive round her, m a sort of admmi 
tion and astomshment, she expressed herself with a punty, 
with a harmony and prosody that made her language like music, 
of which the car cotild never have enough Her conversation 

* AUmemt {tMr ttt Pnstttt L) pp. 5S 7 
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xvas serious, not cold ; coining from the mouth of a beautiful CHAP. Il 
woman* il was frank and courageous as that of a great man/ ^03 

* And yet hermaid said : “ llcforc you, she collccLs her strength ; 
but in her own room, she will sit three hours sometimes leaning 
on the window, and weeping.*’ ’ She has been in Prison, 
liberated once, but recaptured the same hour, ever since the 
first of June : in agitation and uncertainty ; which has gradu- 
ally settled down into the last stern ccrlninty, that of death. 

In the Abbayc Prison, she occupied Charlotte Corday’s apart- 
ment, Here in tlic Concicrgcric, she speaks with Pionffc, 'with 
P^x-Minislcr Clav^^rc ; calls Wic beheaded Twenty-two ‘ l^os 
ainist our Friends,’ — ^wliom we arc soon to follow. During 
these five montlxs, those of hers were witicn, which 

all tiic world still reads. 

But now, on the 8lh of November, * clad in white/ says 
Iliouffc, ‘ with her long black hair hanging down to her girdle,’ 
she is gone to the Judgment-bar. She returned with a quick 
step ; lifted her finger, lo signify to us that she doomed : 
her eyes seemed to have been wet. Fonquicr-Tinvillc’s ques- 
tions bad been ' brutal ’ ; offended female honour flung them 
bade on him, with scorn, not without tears. And now, sliort 
preparation soon done, she too shall go her last road. There 
went with her a certain Lamarchc, ‘ Director of Assignat- 
printing ’ ; whose dejection she endeavoured to dicer. Arrived 
at the fool of the scaffold, she asked for pen and paper, ‘ to write 
the strange thoughts that were rising in her ’ : * a remarkable 
request ; which was refused. Looking at the Statue of Liberty 
whidi stands there, she says bitterly : ‘ 0 Liberty, what things 
arc done in thy name 1 ’ For Lamarche’s sake, she will die 
first ; show him how easy il is to die : * Contrarj' to the order,’ 
said Samson. — * Pshaw, you cannot refuse the last request 
of a Lady ’ ; and Samson yielded. 

Noble white Vision, with its high queenly face, its soft proud 
eyes, long black hair flowing dowi to the girdle ; and as brave 
a licarl as ever beat in woman’s bosom ! IJkc a wliitc Grecian 
Statue, screndy complete, she shines in that black vTcek of 
things ; — long memorable. Honour lo great Nature who, in 
Paris City, in the Fra of Noble-Sentiment and Pompadourism, 
can make a Jeanne Phlipon, and nourish her lo clear perennial 
Womanhood, though but on Logics, Encyclopedias, and the 
* Maneirti He MaHamt KotanH (Inlrod.), t 
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n0OK\ Gospel according to Jean-Joeques I Iltogniphy will long 
Nor 17M remember Uiat trait of asking for a pen * to witc llie strange 
n<ut rising in her ’ It Is as a little light beam, 

shedding softness and a kind of sacredness o%er all tliat pre 
ceded so m her too there was an Unnamcabic , she too was a 
Daughter of the Infinite , Uicrc were mj stones which I’hiloso- 
phlsm had not dreamt of I — She left long written counsels to 
her htUe Girl , she said her Husband would not sors i\e her 

Stdl cruder was the fate of poor Badly, first National 
President, First Mo>or of Pans doomed now for Bojolism, 
Fajcttism , for that Bed Flag Business of the Champ de-Mars , 
— one may soy In general for leaving his Astronomy to meddle 
witli Resolution It 13 the 10th of November 1703, a cold 
hitter dnrding mm os poor Badly is led through the streets , 
howling Popidace co\cnng him with curses, with mud , waving 
o\er his face a burning or smoking mockery of a Bed Flag 
Silent, unpiticd, sits the innocent old man Slow fanng through 
the slcctj drizzle, they ha% c got to the Champ dc "Mors Not 
tlicrc 1 ocifcmtcs the cursing Populace , such Blood ought 
not to stain an Altar of the Fatherland not there , but on that 
dung heap by the Rncrsidcl So vociferates the cursmg 
Populace, Officialitj gi\cs car to them The Guillotine Is 
taken down, though ^rith Iiands numbed by the sleety dnzzle , 
IS earned to the Iln er side , is there set up again with slow 
numbness , pulse after pulse stdl counting itself out m the old 
man’s weary heart For hours long, amid curses and bitter 
frost ram 1 * Badly, thou tremblest,* said one ‘Afon amt, 
It IS for cold ’ said Badly, * e*esi de froid ' Cruder end had no 
mortal* 

Some daj’s afterwards, Roland hcarmg the news of what 
happened on the 8th embraces his kind Fnends at Rouen, 
leaves their kind house which had given him refuge, goes 
forth with farewell too sad for tears On the morrow mommg 
ICth of the month, ‘some four leagues from Rouen,* Pans 
ward, near Bourg Baudoin m 51 Normand s Avenue,’ there 
is seen sittmg leant against a tree the figure of a rigorous 
wrinkled man , stiff now m the ngour of death , a cane-sword 
run through lus heart , and at his feet this writing * DTio 
ever thou art that findest me lying respect my remams they 
are those of a man who consecrated all his life to bemg useful , 

1 yt4 dt Bs lljr { a Mimttrt l) p J9 
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nnd Mho hns died ns he lived, virtuous and honest.’ ‘ Not CHAI’. Jl 
Icnr, but indignation, made me quit my retreat, on learning Nov. 1793 
that my Wile had been murdered. I M'ished not to remain 0'tar>,«nin.,) 
longer on an Earth polluted M’ith crimes.’ ’ 

Bamave’s appearance at the Revolutionary Tribunal was of 
the bravest ; but it could not stead him. They have sent lor 
him from Grenoble ; to pay ilvc common smart. Vain is 
eloquence, forensic or other, against the dumb Clotho-shcars 
of TinviUc. He is still 
but tM'o-and-thirty, this 
Banmvc, and hnsknonm 
.such changes. Short 
M'hilc ago, M'c s.an- him 
at the top of Fortune’.s 
M-hccl, his M'onl a huv 
to all PalrioLs : and 
now surely he is at 
the boHom of the M-hccl ; 
in stormfvd altercation 
M-ith a TinviUc Tribu- 
nal, wluch is dooming 
him to die ! * And 
I’dtion, once also of 
the Extreme Left, and 
named Fition Virlttr, 

M-hcrc is he ? Civilly 
dead ; in the Caves of 
Saint-Emilion ; to be 
devoured of dogs. And 
Robespierre, M-ho rode 

along M-ith him on the shoulders of the people, is in 
Committee of SaUU ; civilly alive : not to live ahvays. So 
giddy-s^vift whirls and spins this immeasurable tormcnlum 
of a Revolution ; M'ild-booming ; not to be folIoM-ed by the 
eye. Bamavc, on the Scaffold, stamped M-ith his foot ; and 
looking upwards M-as heard to ejaculate, ‘ This, then, is my 
reward I ’ 

Deputy Ex-Procurcur Manuel is already gone ; and Deputy 
Ossclin, famed also in August and September, is about to go ; 
and Rabaut, discovered treacherously between his two walls, 

* M^moirts de Madame J^ahftd {XtiUo6»)^ i. SS, 2 Forster, u. 6 ^ 9 . 
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^rlth its National Representative, pcrlinps where Girondm 
Popular Tribunal had lately been, rises here and rises there ; 
'wheresoever needed Fount's, Maignets, Barrascs, FVfrons 
scour tlic SouUicm Departments; like reapers, with their 
puiUotme sicUe JIany are the labourers, great is the harvest. 
By the hundred and the tliousnnd, men's lives arc cropt ; cast 
like brands into the burning 

SforsciUes is taken, and put under martial law : io, at Jfar* 
seiUcs, what one besmutted red bearded, com ear Is this which 
they cut , — one gross Jfan, we mean, with copper studded 
face ; plenteous beard, or beard stubble, ol a tile-colour ? 
By Nemesis and the Fatal Sisters, it is Jourdon CoupeUtel 
Him they have clutched, m these martial law distncts; him 
too. With tlieir ‘national razor,’ their rasoiV fialional, they 
stcml} share away. Low now is Jourdan the Headsman’s 
own head , — low as Deshuttes’s and Vangny’s, which he sent 
on pikes, in the Insurrection o! Women I No more shall he, 
ns a copper Portent, be seen gyrating tiirough the Cities of the 
South; no more sit judgmg, with pipes and brandy, in the 
Ice lower ol Avngnon The all hiing Earth has received 
him, the bloated Tilcbeard • may we never look upon his like 
ngaui 1 — Jourdan one names ; the other Hundreds are not 
named Alas, they, like confused fagots, lie massed together 
lot us , counted by the cart load . and yet not on individual 
fagot twig of them but had a Life and History ; and was cut, 
not without pangs as when a Kaiser dies I 

Least of all cities can L>ons escape L}ons, which we 
saw m dread sunblaze, that Autumn night when the Rowder^ 
tower sprang aloft, was clearly verging towards a sad end 
Inevitable* what could desperate valour and Prdey do, 
Dubois Craned, deaf os Destmy, stem as Doom, capturing 
their * redoubts ol cotton bags ’ hemming them m. ever closer, 
vntb his Artiheiy lava ? Never would that c* da>ant D’Auti 
champ amvc , never any help from DUnkenberg The Lyons 
Jacobms were hidden in cellars , the Girondin Slumapality 
waxed pale, m fanune, treason, and red fire "Pricy drew his 
sword, and some Filteen Hundred with him ; sprang to saddle, 
to cut their way to Switzerland They cut fier^y , and were 
fiercely cut, and cut down ; not hundreds, hardly units of them 
ever saw Switzerland* Lyons, on the 0th of October, sor- 

* Dtux «. 
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renders at discretion; it is become a devoted Town. Abb6 CHAP. Ill 
Lamourette, now Bishop Lamourette, whilom Legislator, he Nov, 1793 
of the old Baiser-V Amourette or Delilah-Kiss, is seized here; 
is sent to Paris to be guillotined : ‘ he made the sign of the 
. cross/ they say, when Tinville intimated his death-sentence to 



him ; and died as an eloquent Constitutional Bishop. But 
wo now to all Bishops, Priests, Aristocrats, and Federalists 
that are in Lyons ! The manes of Chalier are to be appeased ; 
the Republic, maddened to the Sibylline pitch, has bared her 
right arm. Behold 1 Representative Fouchd, it is Fouch6 of 
Nantes, a name to become well known ; he with a Patriot 
company goes duly, in wondrous Procession, to raise the 

corpse 
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UOOKV the puns, a short, taciturn, olive*eomplexionecl young man, 
IW not unl^.no^n» to us, by name Buonaparte ; one of the best 
(Y«fi ri») ^rtiUcrj officers >ct met \>ith And still Toulon is not taken 
It IS the fourth month now , December, m slave style , Frost 
anous or Frima^re, m new stjle and still their cursed Red 
Blue nag flics there They nrc provisioned from the Sea, 
they bIl^e leited oU heights, Ithmg viood, nnd loildymg 
themselves; like the cony, they have built thcir nest in 
the rocks 

Meanwhile rrosfanous is not jet become Snorcous or Nwose, 
when a Council of War is called ; Instructions have just amved 
from Goicmmcnt and 5 a/uf Puhhe Carnot, in Saiut PubUe, 
has sent us o plan of siege on which plan General Dugommier 
has this cntlcism to make, Commissioner Sahcctti has that, 
and criticisms and plans nrc ^cry \ anous, when that young 
Artillery Ofiiccr ventures to speak, the same whom we saw 
snatching sleep among the guns who has emerged several 
times in this Historj, — the name of him Napoleon Buonaparte 
It IS his humble opmion for he has been gliding about with 
spyglasses, with Noughts, That n certain Fort lEgmllctte 
can be clutched, os with bon spnng, on the sudden , wherefrom, 
were it once ours, the very heart ol Toidon might be battered , 
the English Lines were, so to speak, turned mside out, end 
Hood and our Natural Fncraics must next day cither put to 
sea, or be burnt to ashes Commissioners arch their cj ebrows, 
with negatory sniff irho is this 3oung gentleman with more 
wit than we all ? Brave veteran Dugommier, however, thinks 
the idea worth a word , questions the j oung gentleman , be- 
comes convinced , and there is for issue, Try it. 

On the taciturn bronze countenance therefore, things bemg 


now all ready, there sits a gnmmer gravity t h a n ever, com 
pressing a hotter central fire than ever Yonder, thou seest, 
13 Fort TEguiUette , a desperate lion sprmg, yet a possible 
one , this day to be tried I — ^Tned it is , and found good By 
stratagem and valour, steahng through ravines, plunging fiery 
through the fire tempest, Fort I’Egmllctte is clutched at, is 
earned , the smoke l^vmg deared, we see the Tncolor fly on 
It, the broTue-complexioned young m an was nght Next 
mommg. Hood, finding the mtenor of his lines exposed, his 
defences turned inside out, makes for his shippmg Takmg 
such Royabsts as wished it on board with him he weighs 

anchor. 
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nnchor; on tlu^ lOlli o{ December 170n, Toulon is once more CUAW HI 
the riepnhlic s ! Df 

('annnnadinji has cen«iccl nl Toulon; and now the Ruillolin- 
iiu: and fnsillmlinfr nniy he^^in. Civil horrors, truly : Iml nl 
lea^t tlmt infamy of an ICnr’lish domination is purged away. 

Let there he Civic Fcnsl univcrsrdly over Prance: so reports 
Darrcrc. or Painter David; and the Convention assist in n 
body.' Nay, it is said, these infamous Knglish (with an 
attention n\thcr to their own interests than to ours) set fire 
to o\ir store*ho\ises, arsenals, wur-shijis in Toulon Harbour, 
before weighing ; some score of l^rnvc war-ships, the only ones 
we i\ov*‘ had ! However, it did not prosper, though the flame 
spread far and liigh ; some two ships were burned, not more; 
the verj* galley-slaves ran wiUi hnehets to quench. These 
same proud ships. Shiji VOrimt atnl tlic rest, have to enrry 
this satne young man to Pigypt first: not yet can they be 
ehaiigrd to nshes, or to Sea-Nymphs; not yet to sky-rockets, 

O ship /*()rjVnf ; nor bceomc the prey of England, — before 
their time ! 

And so, over I'ranrc tmiversnlly, there is Civic Feast and 
high-tide : and Totdon sees fusillading, grnpeshotUng in mass, 
as Lynns saw ; and ‘ death is po\ired out in great floods, vomic 
d frands p,n!s ^ ; and Twelve-thousand masons are rcqnisi- 
linned frY>m the nrighhmiring country, to rar.c Toulon from 
the face of the ICarth. For it is to he ra7c<h so reports Darrerc ; 
all hwi the National Shipping Kstahlishmcnts ; and to he 
caUed hcm'cforth not Toulon, hut Port of (hr MourUairu 
Tl:ere in black dcnth-eloud we must leave it ; — hoping 
only that Totdon too is btiilt of stone ; that pcrlinps 
even Twclvc-lhottsand Masoits cannot ptdl it down, till the 
fit pass. 

One begins to he siek of * death vomited in great floods.’ 
Nevertheless, hearcst thou not, 0 Header (for the sound reaches 
tlirotjgh centuries), iti the dead December and January nigliLs, 
over Nantes Town, — confused noises, as of musketrj^ and 
lumuU, as of mge and lamentation ; mingling with Uie ever- 
lasting moan of the Loire waters there ? Nantes Tomi is 
sunk in sleep; btit lirpr/srutant Carrier is not sleeping, the 
wool-capped Compaity of Marat is not sleeping, ^^^^y unmoors 
that flatbotlomed craft, that unhnrrr ; about eleven at night ; 

' N'oi. lot (31 Dcfcml tr), 9S* 9^'! 9^i 
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Hook \ vith J«mcty Priests under hntclics ? Tlicy arc going to Belle 
1)« rtw jslc ? In the middle of the Loire stream, on signal given, the 
tYtut.T>w) jg gcultlcd, she sinhs with all her cargo ‘Sentence 

of Deportation,* vrilca Carrier, * was executed inticaUy * The 
^lnctJ Priests with their gabarre colUn, he deep 1 It Is the 
first ol the Koyadesp iihat may call Droirnagej, of Camcr, 
s^hlch ha\e become famous for c\cr 

Guillotining there vas at Nantes till the Headsman sank 
worn out tlicn fusillading * m the Plain of Saint Mauve ’ , 
little children ‘fusilladed and women s\ith children at the 
breost , cluldrcn and women by the hundred and twenty , 
and by the U\c hundred so hot is La Vendee till the very 
Jacobins grew sick, nnd all but the company of Hlarat cned, 
Hold 1 Mlicrcforc now we bn\e got Nojadmg, and on the 
2lUi night of 7 rojfanouj year 2, which is 14th of December 
1703, we liai c a second Noj ade , consistmg of ‘ a Hundred 
and TIiirty>cight persons * 

Or irhj waste a gabanre, stnkmg it with them ? Fling them 
out , fling them out, with their hands tied pour a continual 
bad of lead oicr all the space till the last struggler of them 
be sunk 1 Unsound sleepers of Nantes and the Sea Villages 
thereabouts hear the musketry amid the night winds . wonder 
wimt the meaning of it is And women were in that gabaire , 
whom the Red Nightcaps were stnppmg naked , who begged 
in their agony, that their smocks might not be stnpt from them 
And young children were throivn m, their mothers vainly 
pleading ‘ Wolilmgs,* ansivcrcd Uic Company ol Marat, * who 
would grow to be wolves * 

By degrees daylight itself witnesses Noyades women and 
men ore tied together, feet and feet, hands and hands, and 
flung m this they call Manage ItSpubhccin, Repubbean Mar 
nagc Cruel IS the panther of the woods, the bear bereaved 
of her whelps but there is in man a hatred cruder than that 
Dumb out of suffering now, ns pale swoln corpses, the victims 
tumble confusedly seaward along the Loire stream , the tide 
rolling them back clouds of ravens darken the River > wolves 
prowl on the shoal places Carrier writes ‘ Quel torrent rivolu 
iionnatre, What a torrent of Rev olution I ’ For the man is 
rabid, and the Time is rabid These are the Noyades of 
Carrier , twenty five by the tale for what is done in darkness 

* Dfujc Amu XU. 266 ji { Aftfnut r du a Jmvier 
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comes to be invest igivlcd in sunliplit. : ’ not to be forgotten for 
centuries. — We will tun» to nnotljcr nspccl of the Consununntion 
of Snnsculottism ; leaving tivis as the blackest. 

But indeed men arc all rabid ; as the Time is. Bepre- 



•tosnni ixiiON, 


Ecntativc Lebon, at Arras, dashes lu's sword into the blood 
flowing from the Guillotine ; exclaims, * How I like it I * 
Mothers, they say, by his orders, have to stand by wliilc tlic 
Guillotine devours their cliildrcn : a band of music is stationed 
near; and, at the fall of cverj' head, strikes up its fa-iVa." 

* Pmh df C(xr9itr{^ tomci, TatIs, 1795 ). 

’ Herrturi dfi Prisetis {TArrat {Farh, *^23). 


CHAP. Ill 
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HOOK \ In Uic Uurgh of Bciloum, m Uic Orange region, the Liberty 
Pw i:m tree has bwn cut doivn overnight Rcprcsentati\ c Maignct, 
(\M>> rrfiB.) Orange, hears of it , bums Bedouin Burgh to the last dog 
hutch, guillotines the mhabitants, or dn\cs them into the 
cases and hiUs ‘ Bepubhe One and Indisisiblct She is the 
ncsscst Birtli of Nature’s waste inorganic Deep, which men 
name Orcus Chaos pnmcsal Night , and knows one law, that 
ol self presen ation Tigrme Nahonale meddle not mth a 
whisker of her I Swift rending is her stroke , look what a 
paw she spreads , — pitj lias not entered into her heart 

Brudhomme, tlic dull blustering Pnnlcr and able Editor, 
03 >ct a Jacobin Editor, svill b^ome a renegade one, and 
publish large a olumcs, on tlicse matters, Cnmts of Vie Itnola 
Uon , adding innumerable lies witlinl, as if the truth were not 
suflicicnt Ate, for our part, find it more cdifjnng to know, 
one good time tlmt this Bepubhe and Nation^ 'Tigress « a 
New Birth , a Fact of Nature among formulas in on Age of 
Formulas , and to look, oftenest in silence, how the so genume 
Nature-Fact will demean itself among these For the Formulas 
are partlj genuine, partly deliisisc, suppositibous we call 
them, in the language of metaphor, regulated modelled rJiaper , 
some of which lias c botlies and life still m them , most of which, 
accordmg to a German AA ntcr, have onlj emptiness, ‘ glass 
ejes glaring on jmu with a ghastlj affectation of life, and m 
their intenor undcan accumulation of beetles and spiders I * 
But the Fact, let all men obsen e, is a genume and smeere one , 
the sinccrest of Facts , terrible m its smeent}, as very Death 
AATiatsocs er is cquallj smeere may front it, and beard it , but 
whatsoever is nof ? — 


CHAPTER IV 

cahmagsoij: cosirLETE 

Snroi.TANEOtTSl*T with this Tophet black aspect, there un 
folds itself another aspect, which one may call a Tophet red 
aspect, the Destruction of the Cathohe Behgion , and indeed 
lor the tune bemg of Religion itself AA e saw Homme’s New 
Calendar estoblish its Tenth Daj of Rest, and asked what 

* 'tontsutlarf IT soa 
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Avould become of tlie Christian Sabbath ? The Calendar is CHAV. IV 
hardly a month old, till all this is set at rest. Very singular, Nov. lo, 
as Mercicr observes: last CoryiiS’ChrisU Day 1792, the '^^hole -o)' 
world, and Sovereign Authority itself, walked in religious gala, 
with a quite devout air; — Butcher Legendre, supposed to be 
irreverent, was like to be massacred in his Gig, as the thing 
went by. A Gallican Hierarchy, and Church, and Church 
Formulas seemed to flourish, a little brown-leaved ' or so, but 
not browner than of late years or decades ; to flourish lar and 
wide, in the sympathies of an unsophisticated People ; defying 
Philosophism, Legislature and the Encyclopedic. Far and wide, 
alas, like a brown-leaved Vallombrosa : which waits but one 
whirl-blast of the November wind, and in an hour stands bare ! 

Since that Corpiis-Chrisli Day, Brunswick has come, and the 
Emigrants, and La Vendee, and eighteen months of Time : to 
aU flourishing, especially to brown-leaved flourishing, there 
comes, were it never so slowly, an end. 

On the 7th of November, a certain Citoycn Parens, Curate 
of Boissisc-le-Bcrtrand, writes to the Convention that he has 
all his life been preaching a lie, and is grown weary of doing 
it ; wherefore he will now lay down his Curacy and stipend, 
and begs that an august Convention would give him some- 
thing else to live upon. ‘ Mcniioii hojwrahlc,^ shall we give 
him ? Or ‘ reference to Committee oi Finances ’ ? Ilardly is 
this got decided, when goose Gobel, Constitutional Bishop 
of Paris, with his Chapter, with Jlunicipal and Departmental 
escort in red nightcaps, makes his appearance, to do as Parens , 

has done. Goose Gobel will now aclcnowlcdge ‘ no Religion 
but Liberty ’ ; therefore he doffs his Priest-gear, and receives 
the Fraternal embrace. To the joy of Departmental Momoro, 
of ]\Iunicipal Chaumettes and Huberts, of Vincent and the 
Revolutionary Army ! Chaumette asks, Ought there not, in 
these circumstances, to be among our intercalary Days Sans- 
breeches, a Feast of Reason ? ^ Proper surely ! Let Atl^eist 
Jlar^chal, Lalande, and little Atheist Naigeon rejoice ; let 
Clootz, Speaker of Mankind, present to the Convention his 
Evidences of ihe Mahometan Religion, ‘ a work evincing the 
nullity of all Religions,’ — with thanks. There shall be Uni- 
versal Republic now, thinks Clootz ; and ‘ one God only; 

Le Peuple.^ 

^ Monitcur, Seance du 17 Brumairc (7th November), 1793. 

The 
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The French notion is of^ gregarious imitative natures it 
needed but a fuglc-motlon in Uds matter ; and goose Gobel, 
I driven by Municipality and force of circumstances, has pven 
one. A'iTiat Curtf ^vill be behind him of Soissise s what Bishop 
behind him of Paris T Bishop Gr^goirc, indeed, courageously 
declines ; to the sound of * We force no one ; let Gr^goire 
consult his conscience ’ ; but Protestant and Bomish by the 
hundred volunteer and assent. From far and near, all through 
November into December, till the work is accomplished, come 
who ‘ are learning to 
be Carpenters,’ Curates 
with their new-wedded 
Nuns : has not the 
day of Beason downed, 
very swiftly, and be- 
come noon ? From 
sequestered Townships 
come Addresses, stat- 
ing plainly, though in 
Patois direct, That 
* they will have no 
more to do with the 
block animal called 
Curay, animal noir 
appeU Curay' * 

Above all things, 
there come Patriotic 
Gilts, of ChuTch-fomi- 
ture. The remnant of 
bells, except for tocsin, descend from their belfries, into 
the National mcltingpot to make cannon. Censers and 
all sacred vessels are beaten brood ; of silver, they are 
fit for the poverty-stricken Jlint; of pewter, let them 
become bullets, to shoot the * enemies du genre humain,* 
Dalmatics of plush moke breeches for him who had none; 
linen albs will clip into shirts for the Defenders of the Country : 
old-clothesmen, Jew or Heathen, drive the briskest trade. 
Chalier’s Ass-Procession, at Lyons, was but a type of what 
went on, in those same days, in all Towns. In all Towns 
and Townships as quick as the guillotine may go, so quick 
‘ ^Har/u<fuA/inUeur{Vins, iSot), li. *So. 


Letters of renegation, come Curates 
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goes the axe and the mcnch : sacristies, lutrins, altar-rails CHAP. IV 
are pulled doMTi ; the JIass-Boolcs torn into cartridge-papers : Nov, lo, 
men dance tlie Carmagnole all night about the bonfire. All 1793 
highways jingle with mctallie Pricst-taclde, beaten broad ; 
sent to the Convention, to tlxe poverty-stricken Mint. Good 
Sainte-Genevi^ve’s Chasse is let domi : alas, to be burst open, 
this time, and burnt on the Place de Grfive. Saint Louis’s 
Shirt is burnt; — might not a Defender of the Country have 
had it ? At Saint-Denis Town, no longer Saint-Denis but 
Franciade, Patriotism has been down among the Tombs, rum- 
maging; the Revolutionary Army has taken spoil. This, 
accordingly, is what the streets of Paris saw : 

‘l^Iost of tliese persons w'crc still drunk, with the brandy 
they had swallowed out of chalices ; — eating mackerel on the 
patenas I Mounted on Asses, W'hich were housed with Priests’ 
clonks, they reined them with Priests’ stoics ; they held clutched 
with the same hand communion-cup and sacred ivafer. They 
stopped at the doors of Dramshops ; held out ciboriums : and 
the landlord, stoup in hand, had to fill them tlirice. Next 
came Mules high-laden with crosses, chandeliers, censers, holy- 
■watcr vessels, hyssops ; — recalling to mind the Priests of C5'bele, 
whose panniers, filled with the instruments of their w'orship, 
served at once as storehouse, sacristy, and temple. In such 
equipage did these profaners advance towards the Convention. 

Thc}’^ enter tlxere, in an immense train, ranged in two rows ; 
all masked like munxmers in fantastic sacerdotal vestments ; 
bearing on hand-barrows their heaped plxmder, — ciboriums, 
suns, candclabras, plates of gold and silver.’ ^ 

The Address we do not give ; for indeed it was in strophes, 
sung vivd vocc, with all the parts ; — ^Danton glooming con- 
siderably, in his place ; and demanding that there be prose 
and decency in futxxre," Nevertheless the captors of such 
spoUa opima crave, not xmtouched wdtlx liquor, permission 
to dance the Carmagnole also on the spot : whereto an ex- 
hilarated Convention caimot but accede. Nay ‘ several Mem- 
bers,’ continues the exaggerative Mercier, who was not there 
to witness, being in Limbo now, as one of Duperret’s Seventy- 
three, ‘ several Members, quitting their curule chairs, took 
the hand of girls flaunting in Priests’ vestmres, and danced the 

' Mercier, iv, 134. See Mouiitur^ Stance du 10 Novembre. 

• Sec also Seance du 26 Novembre, 

Carmagnole 
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noOK > Carmagnole along with Uicm ' Sucli Old Ilallowlrde have 
Nor 10, Uicy, in this jcnr once named of Groce 1703 
IJUI 

0 «»* rniip ») -Vklucli strange fall of lormuloa, tumbling there m 

confused welter, bctromplcd by the Patnotic dance, is it not 
passing strange to sec a nevo Formoln ansc ? For the human 
tongue 13 not adequate to speak what * tn\ lality nm distracted ’ 
there IS m human nature Black Jfumbo Jumbo of the woods 
and most Indian au waus, one can understand but this of 
Procureur Anaxagoras, vhilom John Peter, Cliaumcttc? 

%m 11 say only Man is a bom idol worshipper, sight worshipper, 
BO sensuous imaginatt\ c is he , and also partakes much of the 
nature of the ape 

For the same daj, wlule this brave Carmagnole dance has 
hardly jigged itself out, there arrive Proctircur Chaumette and 
Municipals and Dcpartmcntals, and with them the strongest 
freightage a New Religion ! Demoiselle Candcillc, of the 
Opera , a vroman fair to look upon, when well rouged , she, 
home on palanquin shoulderlugh , with red woollen mghtcap , 
in azure mantle, garlanded with oak, holding m her hand 
the Pike of the Jupiter Peuple, sails m heralded by white 
3 oung women girt m tncolor Let the world consider it I This, 
O National Convention wonder of the universe, is our New 
Divinity, Goddess of Reason, worth), and alone worthy of 
revenng Her henceforth we adore Nay were it too much 
to ask of an august National Representation that it also went 
with us to the ei devant Cathedral called of Notre Dame, and 
executed a few strophes m worship of her ? 

President and Secretanes give Goddess CandciHe, borne at 
due height round their platform, successive!) the Fraternal 
kiss , whereupon she, by decree, sails to the right band of the 
President and there alights And now, after due pause and 
flourishes of oratory, the Convention gathenng its limbs, does 
get under way in the required procession towards Notre Dame , 
— -Reason agam m her litter sitting m the van of them borne 
as one judges, by men m the Roman costume, escorted by 
wind music, red nightcaps and the madness of the world 
And so, straightwaj. Reason taking seat on the high altar of 
Notre Dame, the requisite worship or quasdworship is say the 
Newspapers, executed. National Convention chantmg ‘the 
Hymn to Ltberty, words by Ch^mer, music by Gossec ’ It is 

the 
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the first o£ the Feasts of Fcason ; first eommunion-service of CHAP, iv 
the New Religion of Chaumette. Nov. lo, 

‘ The corresponding Festival in the Church of Saint-Eustache,’ ^ 

T rrtt (Years, Brum, ao) 

says Jlcrcier, ‘ offered the spectacle of a great tavern. The 
interior of the choir represented a landscape decorated with 
cottages and boskets of trees. Round the clioir stood tables 
overloaded with bottles, wdth sausages, pork-puddings, pastries 
and other meats. The guests flowed in and out tlirough all 
doors : whosoever presented himself took part of the good 
things : children of eight, girls as well as boys, put hand to plate, 
in sign of Liberty ; they drank also of the bottles, and their 
prompt intoxication created laughter. Reason sat in azure 
mantle aloft, in a serene manner ; Cannoneers, pipe in mouth, 
serving her as acolytes. And out of doors/ continues the ex- 
aggerative man, ‘ were mad multitudes dancing round the 
bonfire of Chapel-balustrades, of Priests’ and Canons’ stalls ; 
and the dancers, — I exaggerate nothing, — the dancers nigh 
bare of breeches, neck and breast naked, stockings down, 
went whirling and spinning, like those Dust-vortexes, fore- 
runners of Tempest and Destruction.’ ^ At Saint-Gervais 
Church, again, there was a terrible ‘ smell of herrings ’ ; 

Section or JIunicipality having provided no food, no con- 
diment, but left it to chance. Other mysteries, seemingly 
of a Cabiric or even Paphian character, we leave under 
the Veil, which appropriately stretches itself ‘ along the 
pillars of the aisles,’ — not to be lifted aside by the hand of 
history. 

But there is one thing we should like almost better to under- 
stand than any other : what Reason herself thought of it, 
all the while. VTiat articulate words poor JIrs. Slomoro, 
for example, uttered ; when she had become ungoddessed again, 
and the Bibliopolist and she sat quiet at home, at supper ? 

For he was an earnest man, Bookseller Momoro ; and had 
notions of Agrarian Law. Jlrs. IMomoro, it is admitted, made 
one of the best Goddesses of Reason ; though her teeth were 
a little defective. — ^And now if the Reader will represent to 
himself that such visible Adoration of Reason went on ‘ aU 
over the Republic,’ through these November and December 
weeks, till the Church woodwork was burnt out, and the busi- 
ness otherwise completed, he will perhaps feel sxifficiently what 

^ Merder, iv. 127*46. 


an 
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KOOKV SHreti Gindrale have assumed tlicir ulterior fonu and mode 
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ot operating 

Committee of Tublic SaKation ns supreme, of General 
Surety, os subaltern these like a Lesser and Greater Council, 
most harmonious luthcrto have become the centre ol all things 
They nde thisWurhvind, they, raised by force of circumstances, 
insensibly, ^cry strangely, tluUicr to tliat dread height, — 
and guide it, and seem to guide it Stranger set of Cloud 
Corapcilcrs the Earth iicicr saw A Robespierre, a Rdlaud, 
a Collot, Couthon Saint Just , not to mention still meaner 
Ainars, Vadicrs, m Sdreti Ginirale these arc ^our Cloud 
Compcllers Small intellectual talent is nccessarj indeed 
where among them, except in the head ol Carnot, busied organis 
ing Mctory, would you fmd any ? The talent is one of mstmet 
rather It is that of divining aright what tlus great dumb 
IVTiirlwind wislies and w ills , that of willing inth more frenzy 
than any one, w hat nil the world wills To stand at no obstacles , 
to heed no considerations, human or divme, to know well 
that, of dt\nnc or human there is one thing needful Tnumpb 
of the Rfpubhc, Destruction of tlie Enemies of the Repuhbc ! 
■With this one spiritual cndoivmcnt, and so few others it is 
strange to see how a dumb inarticulately storming tVhirbvind 
of things puls, as it were its reins into your hand and invites 
and compels you to be leader of it 

Hard by sits a Jlumcipality of Pans , all m red nightcaps 
since the fourth of November last a set of men fully ‘ on a 
le\ el with circumstances * or c\ en beyond it Sleek Jlayor 
Pache studious to be safe in the middle , Chaumettes Huberts, 
Varlets and Hennot their great Commandant , not to speak 
ol Vincent the t\ ar clerk, of Momoros Dobsents and suchlike 
all intent to ha\e Churches plundered, to have Reason adored 
Suspects cut down and the Revolution tnumph Perhaps carry 
mg the matter too far ? Danton w as heard to grumble at the 
civic strophes » and to recommend prose and decency Robes 
pierre also grumbles that m overturmng Superstition we did 
not mean to make a religion of Atheism In fact, your Chau 
mette and Company constitute a kmd of Hyper Jacobinism 
or rabid ‘ Faction des Cnragis ’ , which has given orthodox 
Patriotism some umbrage of late months To ' know a Sus 
pect on the streets ’ , what is this but bnngmg the Law 0 / 
ike Suspect itself into U1 odour 1 Men half frantic men zealous 

over 
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over-mucb,, — ^they toil there, in their red nightcaps, restlessly, 
rapidly, accomplishing what of Life is allotted them. 

And the Forty-four Thousand other Townships, each with 
Revolutionary Committee, based on Jacobin Daughter Society ; 
enlightened by the spirit of Jacobinism ; quickened by the 
Forty Sous a-day 1 — ^The French Constitution spumed always 
at anything like Two Chambers ; and yet, behold, has it not 
verily got Two Chambers ? National Convention, elected, for 
one ; Mother of Patriotism, self-elected, for another I Mother 
of Patriotism has her. Debates reported in the Moniteur, as 
important state-procedures ; which indisputably they are. A 
Second Chamber of Legislature we call this Mother Society ; 
— if perhaps it were not rather comparable to that old Scotch 
Body named Lords of the Articles, without whose origination, 
and signal given, the so-caUed Parliament could introduce no 
bill, could do no w'ork ? Robespierre himself, whose words are 
a law, opens his incorruptible lips copiously in the Jacobins 
Hall. Smaller Council of Salut Public, Greater Council of 
Stvreti G6n6ralc, all active Parties, come here to plead ; to 
shape beforehand what decision they must arrive at, what 
destiny they have to expect. Now if a question arose. Which 
of those Two Chambers, Convention, or Lords of the Articles, 
was the stronger ? Happilj’- they as yet go hand in hand. 

As for the National Convention, truly it has become a most 
composed Body. Quenched now the old effervescence ; the 
Seventy-three locked in ward; once noisy Friends of the 
Girondins sunk all into silent men of the Plain, called even 
‘ Frogs of the Marsh,’ Crapauds du Marais ! Addresses come. 
Revolutionary Church-plunder comes ; Deputations, with prose 
or strophes ; these the Convention receives. But beyond this, 
the Convention has one thing mainly to do : to listen what 
Salut Public proposes, and say, Yea. 

Bazire followed by Chabot, with some impetuosity, declared, 
one morning, that this was not the way of a Free Assembly, 

‘ There ought to be an Opposition side, a CoU Droit,’ cried 
Chabot : ‘ if none else will form it, I will. People say to me, 
You will all get guillotined in your turn, first you and Bazire, 
then Danton, then Robespierre himself.’ ^ So spake the Dis- 
frocked, with a loud voice : next week, Bazire and he lie in 
the Abbaye ; wending, one may fear, towards Tinville and the 
' Dibats, dll lo Novembre 1793. 


Axe; 


CHAP. V 
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(Year 2, Brum.) 
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B(WK> flcreely, each in }»s oirn cellar, for saltpetre The Earth heap 
nsM nt every door, the Citoycnncs wth hod and bucket 
*"*' carrying it up , the Citoycns, pith m every muscle, shovelling 
and digging for hie and saltpetre Dig, my tracM, and 
right well speed ye I "What of saltpetre is essential the Hepuhhc 
shall not want 

Consummation of Sansculottism has many aspects and tints 
but the brightest lint, really of a solar or stellar brightness, 
IS this which the Armies give it That same fervour of 
Jacobinism, which infernally fills France with hatreds, sus 
picions, scaffolds and Reason worship, does, on the Frontiers, 
show itself as a glonous Fro pafna mori E^cr since Du 
mounez’s defection, three Convention Representatives attend 
cscry General Committee ol fifaluf has sent them, often 
mth this Laconic order only * Do thy duty, Fats ton devoir ’ 
It is strange, under what impediments the fire of Jacobinism, 
like other such fires, ivill bum These Soldiers have shoes of 
wood and pasteboard, or go booted in hay ropes, in dead of 
winter, they skewer a bast mat round their shoulders, and 
are destitute of most things RTiat then ? It is for Rights 
of Frtnchhood, of Jfanhood, that they fight the imquench 
able spirit, here as elsewhere, works miracles ‘"With steel 
and bread,’ says the Convention Representative, * one may get 
to China ' The Generals go fast to the guillotine , justly and 
unjustlj From which what inference ? This, among others 
That ill success is death , that m victory alone is hfe t To 
conquer or die is no theatrical palabra, in these circumstances, 
but a practical truth and necessity All Girondism, Halfness, 
Compromise is swept an ay Forward ye Soldiers of the 
Republic, captain and man 1 Dash, with your Gaelic im 
petuosity, on Austria, England, Prussia, Spam, Sardinia, 
Pitt, Cobourg, York, and the Devil and the World I Behind 
us IS but the Guillotine, before us is Victory, Apotheosis and 
Millennium without end t 

See, accordingly, on all Frontiers, how the Sons of Night, 
aslomshed alter short tnumph, do recoil, — the Sons of the 
Republic flying at them, vnth wild ^a-tra or MarseiUese Attc 
armeo, with the temper of cat o' mountain, or demon incarnate , 
which no Son of Night can stand I Spam, which came burst 
ing through the Pyrenees, rusUmg with Bourbon banners and 
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for a season, falters at such 
itself in again; too happy 
ble. Not only does Dugom- 
Spain back ; he invades Spain. 

by the Eastern Pyrenees ; 
by the Western. Shall^ that 
• Public has said it ; Repre^ 
^ there, must see it done. Ln- 
le ! answers Cavaignac. Diffi- 
purpose. ‘ The Committee is 
nswers Cavaignac, n'eniend pas 
^antest thou of men, of horses, 
‘m. Conquerors, conquered or 
Vhich things also, even as the 
^ere done. The Spring of the 
and redoubts are carried, and 
: scarped description ; Spanish 
such cat-o’-mountain spirit, the 
''ept are the Pyrenees ; Town 
^ terror or the petard. In the 
vill crave Peace ; acknowledge 
in Madrid, there will be joy 
is got. 

)e notabler than these Conven- 
power more than kingly. Nay 
, Able-men, of a sort ; chosen 
^orty-nine French Kings ; with 
)resentative Levasseur, of small 
icific Surgeon-Accoucheur, has 
(mad at the Doom of Custine) 
lone amid them, the one small 
hard as flint, which also carries 
looten, far in the afternoon, he 
lost ; that it must be gained ; 
mx obstetric hand ; — ^horse shot 
to the haunches in tide-water ’ ; 

/a Captain-Kirk reported of this Cavaignac; 
if Hoimnes Marquans^ of Biographic Univer- 
X it, but, much more singular, is still capable 


CHAP. VI 
3793-4 

(Year a) 


etc. 

A 


cutting 
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noOK V cutting stoccndo nnd passado there, in defiance of Water, Earth, 
) « Air and Tire, the choleric little Ileprcsentative that he was 1 
t **'* Wlicrcby, as natural, Royal Highness of York had to with- 
draw, — occasionally at full gallop; like to be s^vallowcd by 
the tide : and his Siege of Dunkirk became n dream, realising 
only much loss of beautiful siege-artillery and of brave livcs.^ 



JOUHDAN. 


- General Ilouchard, it would appear, stood behind a hedge 
on this Ilondschooten occasion ; wherefore they hav'e since 
guillotined him, A new General Jourdan, late Sergeant Jour- 
dan, commands in his stead ; he, in long-winded Battles of 
Watigny, * murderous artillery-fire mingling itself with sound 
of Revolutionary battle-hymns,’ forces Austria behind the 

• LeT»5seur, ii C a 7 

Samhre 
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Sambre again ; has hopes of purging the soil of Liberty. With CHAP. VI 


hard wrestling, with artillerying and (Ja-ira-ing, it shall be done. 
In the course of a new Summer, Valenciennes >vill see itself 


1793-4 

(Year 2) 


beleaguered; Cond^ beleaguered; whatsoever is yet in the 


hands of Austria beleaguered and bombarded : nay, by Con- 
vention Decree, we even sununon them all ‘ either to surrender 


in twenty-four hours, or else be put to the sword ' ; — a high 
saying, which, though it remains unfulfilled, may show what 


spirit one is of. 

Representative Drouet, as an Old-dragoon, could fight by 
a kind of second nature ; but he was unlucky. Hrm, in a 


night-foray at Maubeuge, the Austrians took alive, in October 


last. They stript him almost naked, he says ; making a show 
of him, as King-taker of Varennes. They flung him into 
carts ; sent him far into the interior of Cimmeria, to ‘ a 


Fortress called Spitzberg * on the Danube River ; and left 
him there, at an elevation of perhaps a hundred and forty feet, 
to liis own bitter reflections. Reflections ; and also devices ! 


For the indomitable Old-dragoon constructs wing-machinery, 
of Paperkite ; saws window-bars ; determines to fly down. He 
will seize a boat, will follow the River’s course ; land somewhere 


in Crim Tartary, in the Black-Sea or Constantinople region : 
d la Sindbad I Authentic History, accordingly, looking far 
into Cimmeria, discerns dimly a phenomenon. In the dead 
night-watches, the Spitzberg sentry is near fainting with 
terror : — ^Is it a huge vague Portent descending through the 
night-air ? It is a huge National Representative Old-dragoon, 
descending by Paperkite ; too rapidly, alas I For Drouet 
had taken with him * a small provision-store, twenty pounds 
weight or thereby ’ ; which proved accelerative : so he fell, 
fracturing his leg ; and lay there, moaning, till day dawned, 
till you could discern clearly that he was not a Portent but a 
Representative.^ 

Or see Saint-Just, in the lines of Weissembourg, though 


physically of a timid apprehensive nature, how he charges 
with his ‘ Alsatian Peasants armed hastily ’ for the nonce ; 
the solemn face of him blazing into flame ; his black hair and 
tricolor hat-taffeta flowing in the breeze ! These our Lines 
of Weissembourg were indeed forced, and Prussia and the 
Emigrants rolled through : but we re-force the Lines of 


* His Narrative (in Veux Amts, xiv. 177-86). 

Weissembourg ; 
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BOOK V Wcissembourg ; find Prussia and the Emigrants roll bock ogmn 
Juno 1, 17W still laster, — liuricd with boyonct-chargcs and fiery fa*»>a*ing. 
0 ««r«,nrm{r tj) ci'dcvant Sergeant Pjcliegni, ci-devant Sergeant Hoche, risen 
now to be Generals, have done wonders here. Tall Pidiegru 
was meant for the Church j was Tcaclier of JIathematics once. 



ricilEQiiu. 


in Brienne School, — his remarkablcst pupil there was the Boy 
Napoleon Buonaparte. He then, not in the sweetest humour, 
enlisted, exchanging ferula for musket ; and had got the length 
of the halberd, beyond wliicb nothing could be lioped : when 
tlie Bastille barriers falling made passage for him, and be is here. 
Hoche bore a hand at the literal oTcrtum of the Bastille ; he 
was, as we saw, a Sergeant of the Gardes Fran^aises, spending 
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his pay in rushlights and cheap editions of books. How the CHAP. VI 
Mountains are burst, and many an Enceladus is disimprisoned ; Juno l, 1794 
and Captains founding on Four parchments of Nobility 
blown with their parcliments across the Rhine, into Lunar 
Limbo 1 

What liigh feats of arms, therefore, were done in these 
Fourteen Armies ; and how, for love of Liberty and hope of 
Promotion, lowborn valour cut its desperate way to General- 
ship ; and, from the central Carnot in Salxd Public to the 
outmost drummer on the Frontiers, men strove for their 
Republic, let Readers fancy. The snows of Winter, the flowers 
of Slimmer continue to be stained with warlike blood. Gaelic 
impetuosity mounts ever higher with victory ; spirit of 
Jacobinism weds itself to national vanity : the Soldiers of the 
Republic are becoming, as we prophesied, very Sons of Fire. 
Barefooted, barebacked : but with bread and iron you can get 
to China 1 It is one Nation against the whole world ; but the 
Nation has that wthin her which the whole world will not 
conquer. Cimmeria, astonished, recoils faster or slower ; all 
round the Republic there rises fiery, as it were, a magic ring 
of musket-volleying and fa-fra-ing. Majesty of Prussia, as 
Majesty of Spain, will by and by acknowledge his sins and the 
Republic ; and make a Peace of Bfile. 

Foreign Commerce, Colonies, Factories in the East and in 
the West, are fallen or falling into the hands of sea-ruling 
Pitt, enemy of human nature. Nevertheless what sound is 
this that we hear, on the first of June 1794 ; sound as of war- 
thunder borne from the Ocean too, of tone most piercing ? 
War-thunder from off the Brest waters : Villaret-Joyeuse and 
English Howe, after long manoeuvring, have ranlced them- 
selves there; and are belching fire. The enemies of human 
nature are on their own element ; cannot be conquered ; 
cannot be kept from conquering. Twelve hours of raging 
cannonade ; sun now sinking westward through the battle- 
smoke : six French Ships taken, the Battle lost ; what Ship 
soever can still sail, making off 1 But how is it, then, with 
that Vengeur Ship, she neither strikes nor makes off ? She is 
lamed, she cannot make off ; strike she will not. Fire rakes 
her fore and aft from victorious enemies ; the Vengeur is sink- 
ing. Strong are ye. Tyrants of the sea ; yet we also, are we 

weak ? 
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nooK V vcak ? Lo I all flags, streamers, jacks, rag of tricolor 
Jon» i, I?W tiiat Tftli jrt on rope, fly rusfimg aloft : the whole crew 
crowds to the upper deck : and with unlreisal soul-maddening 
yell, shouts Vive la iJ^puJliyue, — sinking, sinking. She staggers, 
she lurches, her last drunk whirl; Ocean yawns abysmal; 
down rushes the J'mgnrr, carrying Tire la RfpuhUque along 



BARItfeUE. 


with her, unconquerable, into Eternity.* Let foreign Despots 
think of that. There is an Unconquerable in man, when he 
stands on his Rights of Man : let Despots and Slaves and all 
people know this, and only them that stand on the Wrongs 
of Man tremble to know it. — So has History written, nothing 
doubting, of the sunk rifn^eur. 

Reader I Mendez Pinto, MundUmusen, Ca^ostio, Psal- 

* CoopMt Btntrt (CLnj( «S(t xru 4:6-3i| j Loni Ho« (AmaJ 

of «»», p. S6). ew. 
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manazar have been great ; but they arc not the grcalciit. 0 
Barrerc, Barr^re, Anacreon of the Guillotine ! muBt inquiBi- 
tive pictorial History, in a new edition, ask again, ‘ How iff it 
with the Vengeury in this its glorious suicidal sinking ; aT)d, 
with resentful brush, dash a bend-sinister of contumelious 
lamp-black through thee and it ? Alas, alas 1 The Vcngcur^ 
after fighting bravely, did sink altogether as other !>hipB d<j, 
her captain and above t^vo-hundred of her cre^v escaping gl'wlly 
in British boats; and this same enormous inspiring Feat, 
and rumour ‘ of sound most piercing,’ turns out to be an enor- 
mous inspiring Non-entity, extant nov/here save, as falsehood, 
in the brain of Barrere! Actually so*^ Founded, like the 
World itself, on Nothing; proved by Convention Report, by 
solemn Convention Decree and Decrees, and vrooden ‘ Modd 
of the Vcngeiir ’ ; believed, bevrept, besung by the vdiole Fre/ich 
People to this hour, it may be regarded as Barrerc’s master- 
piece ; the largest, most inspiring piece of blague rrizriuUix:^jm:iiy 
for some centimes, by any man or nation, A'i srjeb, and not 
otherwise, be it henceforth memorable. 


CHAPTER VII 


picrrEX 


Ik this manner, mad-blazfng name d fmagoaaVe 

- #- . ^ rr t ^ /t 




tints, from tbe red of T' 

Consummation of Sansurd 
But the hundredth part of 

the thousandth psrt on the thfnps that properAed arh 

decreed to be done, -ould the the bonpne of Hittce:--- 
o£ the Peuple iS’correr-n'p mpn as nteep'je; ''nonie 

VTith c^er the hhe en-enr-cor -tatnes not a" fer' : reohoed he 
tJ2^ Decree. Fop hud 
is stih but F.aPer, h- the 
isatfoce cf tTezpsts ane .-e 


^ V. 
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R(K)K \ of Arts, School of Mars, Elhcs de la Paine, Normal Schools 
June^lTMnmid sucli Gun bonnp. Altar burning, Saltpclre-digging, and 
0 «»tt ji^roculoys lmpro^cmcnts in Tnnncrj t 

\Miat, for example, is this that Fnginccr Chappe is doing 
in the Park of Vincennes ? In the Park of \ incennes , and 
onwards, tlicj saj, in the Park of Lcpcllcticr Saint Fargeau 
the assassinated Deputy , and still onwards to the Heights of 
Feouen and farther, he has scaffolding set up, has posts dr » en 
in , wooden arms wnth elbow joints arc jerking and fugling m 
the air, m the most rapid mj'stcnous manner 1 Citoj ens ran 
up, suspicious Yes, O Citojcns, we arc signalling it is a 
device this, worth) of the Hepubhe , a thing for what we will 
coll Far nn/ing without the aid of post bags , in Greek it shall 
be named Telegraph Til^graphe sacril answers Citojcnism 
For writing to Traitors, to Austria ? — and tears it down 
Chappe had to escape, and get a new IiCgislative Decree. 
Nevertheless he has accomplished it, the indefatigable Qmppe 
this his Far an/rr, with its wooden arms and elbow joints, can 
intclligiblj signal , and lines of them arc set up, to tlie North 
Frontiers and elsewhither On an Autumn cixning of Uic 
Year Tivo, Far-wnter haMng just written that Condi Toivn 
has surrendered to us, we send from the Tuilenes Convention 
IIoll this response in the shape of Decree ‘ The name of 

Condi is changed to A orrf Ltbre, North Free The Arm) of 
the North ceases not to ment well of the countr) * — ^To the 
admiration of men 1 For lo, m some half hour, while the 
Convention ) ct debates, there arrives this new answer * I 
inform thee, je Vannonee, Citizen President, that the Decree 
of Convention, ordering change of the name Condi into Norih 
Free, and the other, dedanng that the Ami) of the North 
ceases not to ment well of the coiintrj , arc transmitted and 
acknowledged by Telegraph I have instructed m) Officer at 
Lille lo forward them to North Free b) ertpress Signed, 
Chappe ‘ ‘ 

Or see, over Fleurus in the Netherlands, where General 
Jourdan, having now swept the soil of Libertj, and advanced 
thus far, is just about lo fight, and sweep or be swept, hangs 
there not in the Heaven’s Vault some Prodigy, seen b) Austnan 
e)es and spy glasses m the similitude of an enormous IVind 
bag, with netting and enormous Saucer depending from it ? A 
• <.ltixdct IT 3'S 3S4 


Jove’s 
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Jove’s Balance, O ye Austrian spy-glasses ? One saucer- 
scale of a Jove’s Balance; your poor Austrian scale having 
lacked itself quite aloft, out of sight ? By Heaven, answer 
the spy-glasses, it is a Montgolfier, a Balloon, and they are 
making signals 1 Austrian cannon-battery barks at this Mont- 
golfier ; harmless as dog at the Moon : the Montgolfier makes 
its signals ; detects what Austrian ambuscade there may be, 
and descends at its ease.^ — ^What will not these devils incarnate 
contrive ? 

On the whole, is it not, 0 Reader, one of the strangest Flame- 
Pictures that ever painted itself ; flaming off there, on its 
ground of Guillotine-black ? And the nightly Theatres are 
Twenty-three ; and the SaloTis de danse are Sixty ; full of mere 
EgalitSf FraterniU and Carmagnole. And Section Committee- 
rooms are Forty-eight ; redolent of tobacco and brandy : 
vigorous with twenty-pence a-day, coercing the Suspect. 
And the Houses of Arrest are Twelve, for Paris alone ; crowded 
and even crammed. And at all turns, you need your ‘ Certifi- 
cate of Civism ’ ; be it for going out, or for coming in ; nay 
without it you cannot, for money, get your daily ounces of 
bread. Dusky red-capped Bakers’-queues ; wagging them- 
selves ; not in silence 1 For we still live by Maximum, in all 
things ; waited on by these two, Scarcity and Confusion. 
The faces of men are darkened with suspicion ; with suspecting, 
or being suspect. The streets lie unswept ; the ways un- 
mended. Law has shut her Books; speaks little, save im- 
promptu, through the throat of Tinville, Crimes go unpunished ; 
not crimes against the Revolution.^ * The number of foundling 
children,’ as some compute, ‘ is doubled.’ 

How silent now sits Royalism ; sits all Aristocratism ; 
Respectability that kept its Gig! The honour now, and the 
safety, is to Poverty, not to Wealth. Your Citizen, who 
would be fashionable, walks abroad, 'with his Wife on his arm, 
in red-wool nightcap, black-shag spencer, and carmagnole 
complete. Aristocratism crouches low, in what shelter is still 
left ; submitting to all requisitions, vexations ; too happy 
to escape with life. Ghastly chateaus stare on you' by the 
wayside ; disroofed, diswindowed ; wliich the National House- 

* 26th June 1794 (see Rapport dt Guyton- Morvtau sur les A&osiatSf in Monitextr^\x 
6 Vend^miaire, An 2). 

’ Mercier, v. 2$ ; Deux Aviis^ xiu 142-99. 
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CHAT TER I 
Tlir cons ARF ATIlinST 

\\nAT, then, IS this Thing called La liivoliUton, i\hich, like 
an Angel ol Death, hangs over France, noyading, fusillading, 
fighting gun boring tanning human skins ? La Rholvlion 
IS but so many Alphabetic Letters , a thing nowhere to be 
laid hands on, to be clopl under lock and key where is it ? 
what IS it ? It IS the Madness that dwells m the hearts of 
men In this man it is, and in that man , os a rage or as a 
tenor, it is in all men Invisible, impalpable , and yet no 
black Azrael, with wings spread over half a continent, with 
sword sweeping from sea to sea, could be a truer Reality 
To explain, what is called explaining, the march of this 
Revolutionary Government, be no task of ours Men cannot 
explain it, A paralytic Couthon, asking m the Jacobins 
‘ ^Vhat hast thou done to be hanged if Counter Revolubon 
should arrive T * a sombre Saint Just, not yet six and twenty, 
declaring that ‘ for Revolubomsts there is no rest but in the 
tomb ’ , a seagreen Robespierre converted into vinegar and 
gall , much more an Amar and Vadier, a CoUot and BiUaud 
to inquire what thoughts, predetermination or prevision, imght 
be in the head of these men I Record of their thought remains 
not. Death and Darkness have swept it out utterly Nay, 
if we even had their thought, all that they could have arbeu 
lately spoken to us how msigmficant a fracbon were that 
of the Thing which reahsed itself, which decreed itself, on 
signal given b> them I As has been said more than once 
this Revolutionary Government is not a self-conscious but a 
blind fatal one Each man, enveloped m his ambient atmo 

sphere 
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sphere ol revolutionary fanatic Madness, rushes on, impelled 
and impelling ; and has become a blind brute Force ; no 
rest for liim but in the grave 1 Darkness and the mystery 
of horrid cniclty cover it for us, in History ; as they did in 
Nature. The chaotic Thunder-cloud, vnih its pitchy black, 
and its tumult of dazzling jagged fire, in a world all electric : 
thou wilt not undertake to show how that comported itself, 
— ^^vhat the secrete of its dark womb were ; from what sources, 
with what specialties, the lightning it held did, in confused 
brightness of terror, strike forth, destructive and self-destructive, 
till it ended ? Like a Blackness naturally of Erebus, which 
by will of Providence had for once mounted itself into dominion 
and the Azure : is not this properly the nature of Sansculottism 
consummating itself ? Of which Erebus Blackness be it 
enough to discern that this and the other dazzling fire-bolt, 
dazzling fire-torrent, docs by small Volition and great Necessity, 
verily issue, — in such and such succession ; destructive so 
and so, self-destructive so and so : till it end. 

Royalism is extinct ; ‘ sunk,’ ns they say, ‘ in the mud of 
the Loire ’ ; Republicanism dominates without and within : 
what, therefore, on the 15th day of March 1794, is this ? 
Arrestment, sudden really as a bolt out of the Blue, has hit 
strange victims : Hebert Ptre Duchesne^ Bibliopolist Momoro, 
Clerk Vincent, General Ronsin ; high Cordelier Patriots, red- 
capped Jlagistratcs of Paris, Worshippers of Reason, Com- 
manders of Revolutionary Army 1 Eight short days ago, their 
Cordelier Club was loud, and louder than ever, with Patriot 
denunciations. Hebert P^rc Duchesne had * held his tongue 
and his heart these two months, at sight of Moderates, Crypto- 
Aristocrats, Camilles, SciUrais in the Convention itself: but 
could not do it any longer ; w’ould, if other remedy were not, 
invoke the sacred right of Insurrection.’ So spake Hdbert in 
Cordelier Session ; with vivats, till the roofs rang again.^ 
Eight short days ago ; and now already t They rub their 
eyes : it is no dream ; they find themselves in the Luxembourg. 
Goose Gobel too ; and they that burnt Churches 1 Chaumette 
himself, potent Procureur, Ag^ent National as they now call 
it, who could ‘ recognise the Suspect by the very face of them,’ 
he lingers but three days ; on the third day he too is hurled 

* Moniteur, du 17 Vcnlosc (7th March 1794). 
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noOKVI of dead bodies,* begins to ask now, “Whether among so many 
Msreh 24, arresting and pumshmg Committees, there ought not to be a 
Committee of Sferey*? Saint Just, he observes, is an ex 
tremely solemn young Bepubhean, who ‘cames his head as 
if it were a Satnt 5acreTnen/,’ adorable Hostic or divine Real 
Presence 1 Sharply enough, this old Cordelier, — Canton and 
be were of the earliest primary Cordeliers, — shoots his glitter 
mg war shafts into your netc Cordeliers, your Huberts, llomoros 
with their brawhng brutahtics and despicabihties , say, as 
tlie Sun god (for poor Camille is a Poet) shot into that Python 
Serpent sprung of mud 

AVhereat, as was natural, the IKbertist Python did hiss and 
wnthe amazingly , and threaten * sacred right of Insurrection ’ , 
— and, as we saw, get cast into Pnson Nay, with ah the old 
wit, dextenty and light graceful poignancy, Camille, trans 
lating ‘ out of Taettus, from the Reign of Tibenus,’ pneks 
into the Lav> of the Suspect itself , making it odious 1 Twice, 
m the Decade, hi^ wild Leaves issue , full of wit, nay of humour, 
ofthormomous ingenuity and insight, — one of the strangest 
phenomena of that dark time , and smite, in their wild sparkling 
way, at various monstrosities, Saint Sacrament heads, and 
Juggernaut idols, in a rather reckless manner To the great 
joy of Josephine Beauhamais, and the other Five thousand 
and odd Suspect, who fill the Twelve Houses of Arrest, on 
whom a ray of hope dawns! Robespierre, at first appro 
batory, knew not at last what to think , then thought, ivith 
his Jacobins, that Camille must be expelled A man of true 
Revolutionary spint, this Camille , but with the unwisest 
sallies , whom Aristocrats and hloderates have the art to 
corrupt ! Jacobimsm is in uttermost cnsis and struggle , 
enmeshed wholly in plots, corruptibihties, neck gins and 
baited f alltraps of Pitt ennmt du genre humatn Camille’s 
First Number begins with ‘ 0 PtU ' ’ — his last is dated 15 
Pluviose, Year 2, 8d February 1794, and ends with these 
words of Montezuma’s * Les dieux <mt sotf, The gods are athirst * 

Be this as it may, the H6bertists he in Pnson only some 
nine days On the 24th of March, therefore, the Revolution 
Tumbnis cany through that Life tumult a new cargo Hubert, 
Vincent, Sfomoro, Ronsm, Nineteen of them in all , with 
whom, cunous enough, sits Clootz Speaker of Mankind They 

have 
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have been massed swiftly into a lump, this miscellany of Non- 
descripts ; and travel now their Inst rend. No help. They 
too must ‘ look through the little window * ; they too ‘ must 
sneeze into the sack,* flcrmicr dans Ic sac ; as they linve done 
to others, so is it done to them. Sainfc-GtnUotinc, meseems, 
is worse than the old Saints of Superstition ; a mnn-devouring 
Saint ? Clootz, still with an air of polished sarcasm, cndcavoiu’s 
to ]cst, to offer cheering ‘ arguments of JIatcrinlism ’ ; he 
requested to be executed last, ‘ in order to establish certain 
principles/ — which hitherto, I think, Philosophy has got 
no good of. General Ronsin too, he still looks forth with some 
air of defiance, eye of command : the rest are sunk in a stony 
paleness of despair. Jlomoro, poor Bibliopolist, no Agrarian 
Law yet realised, — they might ns well have hanged thee at 
E\’tcux, twenty months ago, when Girondin Buzot hindered 
them. H6bcrt Pt^rc Duchesne shall never in this world rise 
in sacred right of insurrection ; he sits there low enough, 
head sunk on breast ; Red Nightcaps shouting round him, 
in frightful parod}" of his Newspaper Articles, ‘ Grand choler 
of the P6rc Duchesne ! ’ Thus perish they ; the sack receives 
all their heads. Through some section of History, Nineteen 
spectre-chimeras shall flit, squeaking and gibbering ; till 
Oblivion swallow them. 

In the course of a week, the Revolutionary Army itself is 
disbanded ; the General having become spectral. This Faction 
of Rabids, therefore, is also purged from the Republican soil ; 
here also the baited falltraps of that Pitt have been wrenched 
up harmless ; and anew there is joy over a plot Discovered. 
The Revolution, then, is verily dcvotiring its ovm children ? 
All Anarchy, by the nature of it, is not only destructive but 
sclf-dcstrucUvc. 


CHAP. I 
March 24, 
1704 

(Vc.iT 5, Germ. i() 


CHAPTER II 

HANTON, NO W^EAKNESS 

Danton meanwhile has been prcssingly sent for from Arcis : 
he must return instantly, cried Camille, cried Phdlippeaux and 
Friends, who scented danger in the wind. Danger enough ! 
A Danton, a Robespierre, chief-products of a victorious Revolu- 
VOL. II. 2 n tion, 
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tion Mts now arrived m immediate front of one another , must 
asocrtain how thej will lire together, rule together One 
^conceives casilj the deep mutual incompatibility that dmded 
these two with what terror of feminine hatred the poor sea 
green Formula looked at the monstrous colossal Realitj, and 
grew greener to behold him , — the Realitj , again, struggling 
to think no ill of a chief product ol the Revolution , yet feeling 
nt bottom that such chief product was little other than a 
chief windbag blown large bj Popular air , not a man, with the 
heart of a man but a poor spasmodic incorruptible pedant, 
with a logic-formula instead of heart , of Jesuit or SIcthodist 
Parson nature, full of sinccre-cant, incorruptibihtj, of viru 
lence, poltrooncrj , barren os the castwmd 1 Two such chief 
products are too much for one Revolution 
Fnends trembling at the results of a quarrel on their part, 
brought them to meet, * It is right,* said Danton, swallowing 
much indignation, * to repress the Roj absts but we should 
not strike except where it is useful to the Republic , we should 
not confound the innocent and the gmltj ’ — * And who told 
you’ TcpUcd Robespierre with a poisonous look, ’that one 
innocent person had penshed ? ’ — ‘ Qua*/ said Danton, turning 
round to Fnend P&ns self named Fahncnis, Juryman in the 
Revolutionary Tnbunal ‘ Quoi, not one innocent t What 
saj est thou of it, Fahncius ? ’ * — Fnends, Wcstermann, this 
P&ns and others urged him to show himself to ascend the 
Tnbune and act- The man Danton was not prone to show 
himself , to act, or uproar for his own safetj A man of care- 
less, large, hoping nature, a large nature that could rest 
he would sit whole hours, the^ say, heating Camille talk, and 
hked nothing so well Fnends urged him to flj , his Wife 
urged him * Whither flj ? ’ answered be * If freed France 
cast me out there are only dungeons for me elsewhere One 
cames not his country with him at the sole of his shoe ! The 
man Danton sat still Not even the arrestment of Fnend 
nirault, a member of Salid yet arrested bj SaJut, can rouse 
Danton — On the night of the SOth of Slar^ Juryman Pfins 
came rusbing in, baste looking through his e>es A clerk 
of the Committee had told him Danton’s warrant was 
made out, he is to be arrested this very night 1 Entreaties 
there are and trepidafaon, of poor Wife, of P&ns and Fnends 

' Btt'rafkte <2cj tl mistrt | Difltott 

Danton 
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Danton sat silent for a while ; then answered, ‘ Ils n^oscratenU CHAP. II 
They dare not ’ ; and would take no measures. IMurmuring March 3i, 
‘ They dare not/ he aocs to sleep ns usual. 

And yet, on the morrow morning, strange rumour spreads 
over Paris City : Danton, Camille, Ph(51ippcaux, Lacroix have 
been arrested overnight 1 It is verily so : the corridors of the 
Ijuxcmbourg were all crowded, Prisoners crowding forth to see 
this giant of the Revolution enter among them. ‘Messieurs,’ 
said Danton politely, ‘ I hoped soon to have got you all out 
of tliis : but here I am myself ; and one sees not where it 
will end,’ — ^Rumour may spread over Paris : the Convention 
clusters itself into groups ; wide-eyed, whispering ‘ Danton 
arrested 1 ’ Wlxo then is safe ? Legendre, mounting the 
Tribune, utters, at his own peril, a feeble ■word for him ; 
moving that he be heard at that Bar before indictment ; but 
Robespierre frowns him down : ‘ Did you hear Chabot or 
Bazirc ? Would you have two weights and measures ? ’ 

Legendre cowers low : Danton, like the others, must take his 
doom. 

Danton’s Prison-thoughts were curious to have ; but are 
not given in any quantity : indeed few such remarkable men 
have been left so obscure to us as this Titan of the Revolution. 

He was heard to ejaculate ; ‘ This time twelvemonth, I was 
moving the creation of that same Rcvolutionaiy Tribunal. I 
crave pardon for it of God and man. They are all Brothers 
Cain ; Brissot would have had me guillotined as Robespierre 
now Mull. I leave the whole business in a frightful welter 
(gdcliis dponvantablc) : not one of them understands anything 
of government. Robespierre ■sv'ill follow me ; I drag down 
Robespierre. O, it were better to be a poor fisherman than to 
meddle with governing of men.’ — Camille’s young beautiful 
Wife, who had made him rich not in money alone, hovers 
round the Luxembourg, like a disembodied spirit, day and 
night, Camille’s stolen letters to her still exist ; stained vntli 
the marks of his tcars.^ ‘ I carry my head like a Saint-Sacra- 
ment ? ’ so Saint-Just was heard to mutter ; ‘ perhaps he will 
carry his like a Saint-Denis.* 

Unhappy Danton, thou still unhappicr light Camille, once 
light Procurciir dc la Lanierne^ yt also have arrived, then, at 

* Af'crpts sur CciviUU Desmoulins (in Vieux Cordelier ^ Paris, 1825), pp, 1.29, 

the 
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HOOK VI the Bourne o! Creation, where, like Ulysses Polytlas at the 
Aprils ro4 limit and utmost Gadcs of his voyage, gazing into that dim 
iv««« Gmn tj) -^Yaste beyond Creation, a man docs see ihe Shade oj his Mother, 
pale, inclfcctual, — and days when his Mother nursed and 
■wrapped him are all too sternly contrasted svith this day 1 
Danton, Camille, Ildrault, Westermann, and the others, very 
strangely massed up "with Bazircs, Swindler Chahots, Fabre 
d Eglantines, Banker Freys, a most motley Batch * Foumie' as 
such things 'mil be called, stand ranked at the Bar of TiU'ville 
It is the 2nd of Apnl 1794 Danton has had but three days to 
he m Prison , for the time presses 
What IS your name ? place of abode ? and the bke, Fou 
quier asks, according to formality ‘My name is Danton,’ 
answers he , * a name tolerably known in the Revolution my 
abode ■will soon be Annihilation (dans le N(ard) , but I shall 
live in the Pantheon of History ’ A man will endeavour to 
say something forcible, be it by nature or notl H^rault 
mentions epigrammatically that he ‘ sat m this Hall, and was 
detested of Parlementeers ’ Camille makes answer, *My age 
is that of the bon Sansculotte Jisus , an age fatal to Revolu 
tionlsts ’ O Camille, Camille I And yet in that Divine Trans 
action, let us say, there did he, among other things, the fatalest 
Reproof ever uttered here below to Worldly Right honourable 
ness , ‘ the highest fact,’ so devout Novahs (ills it, * in the 
Rights of Man * CamtUe s real age, it would seem, is thirty 
four Danton is one year older 

Some five months ago, the Trial of the Twenty two Girondms 
was the greatest that Fouquier had then done But here is 
a still greater to do , a thing which tasks the whole faculty of 
Fouquier , 'which makes the very heart of him waver For 
it IS the ■voice of Danton that reverberates now from these 
domes , in passionate words, piercing •with their ■wild sincerity, 
■winged with ■wrath Your best Witnesses he shivers into rum 
at one stroke He demands that the Committee men them 
selves come as Witnesses, as Accusers, he ‘■will cover them 
■mih igooTavKy’ He raises Vns huge statvire, he hia 

huge black head, fire flashes from the eyes of him— piercing 
to all Republican hearts so that the very Galleries though 
we filled them by ticket murmur sympathy , and are like to 
burst down and raise the People, and deliver him 1 He com 
plains loudly that he is classed with Chahots, with swindling 

Stockjobbers , 
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Stockjobbers; that bis Iiuliclmcnl is a list of plnlitudcs and CHAP, II 
horrors. ' Danlon hidden on the 10th of August ? ’ reverberates April ii. t7iM 
he, Avith the roar of a lion in the toils: ‘where arc the nicn 
that had to press Danton to show himself, that day ? Where 
arc these high-gifted souls of whom lie borrowed energy ? Let 
them appear, these Accusers of mine: I liavc all tlic clearness 
of my self-possession when I demand them. I will unmask 
(lie three shallow scoundrels,’ Irs irois plats cnquhh% Saint-Just, 

Couthon, I>cbas, ‘ wlio fawn on Itobespicrrc, and lend him 
towards his destruction. them produce themselves hero ; 

I will plunge them into Nothingness, out of which they ought 
never to have risen,’ The agitated President agiUitcs his hell ; 
enjoins calmness, in a vehement manner ; * What is it to thee 
how I defend myself ? ’ cries the other : ‘ the right of doomwg 
me is thine always. The voice of a man speaking for his honour 
and his life may well drown the jingling of thy hell f ’ Thus 
Danton, higher and higher; till the lion-voice of him ‘dies 
uwziy in his throat ’ : speech will not utter what is in that man. 

The Galleries iminnur ominously ; the first day’s Session is 
over. 

O Tinvilic, President Herman, what will ye do ? They 
have two days more of it, by strictest Revolutionary Law, 

The Galleries alrc.ady murmur. If tliis Danton were to burst 
your mesh- work ! — Very curious indeed to consider. It turns 
on a hair : and what a hoityioily were ///rrr, Justice and 
Culprit changing places ; and the whole History of France 
running cliangcd 1 For in France there is this Danton only 
that could still try to govern France. He only, the wild 
amorphous Titan ; — and perhaps that other olivc-complcxioncd 
individual, the ArliUcrj'-oniccr at Toulon, whom we left pushing 
lus fortune in the South ? 

On the evening of the second day, matters looking not better 
hut worse and worse, Fouquicr and Herman, distraction in 
their aspect, rush over to Salut Public, ^^^mt is to be done ? 

Salul Public rapidly concocts a new Decree ; whereby if men 
* insult Justice,’ they may he ‘ tlirown out of Uic Debates.’ 

For indeed, withal, is there not ‘ a Plot in the Luxembourg 
Prison ’ ? Cudnmnt General Dillon, and others of the Suspect, 
plotting with Camille’s Wife to distribute assignats ; to force 
the Prisons, overset the Republic ? Citizen Laflottc, himself 
Suspect hut desiring enfranchisement, has reported said Plot 

for 
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BOOK VI for us t— a report that may bear fruit I Enough, on the morrow 
April 8, 1701 morning, an obedient Convention passes this Decree. Salut 
(y«»i,c«rm.i«) jjj Tinville, reduced now nhnost 

to extremities. And so, Hors de Dibats, Out of the Debates, 
ye insolents I Policemen, do your duty 1 In such manner, 
with a dead-lift effort Salut, Tinville, Herman, Lcroi Dix-AoUt, 



LUCILE DESmOULINS. 


and all stanch jurymen setting heart and shoulder to it, the 
Jury becomes ‘ sufficiently instructed ’ ; Sentence is passed, 
is sent by an Official, and tom and trampled on ; Death this day. 
It is the 5th of April 1794. Camille’s poor Wife may cease 
hovering about this Prison. Nay let her kiss her poor children ; 
and prepare to enter it, and to follow ! — 

Danton carried a high look in the Death-cart. Not so 

Camille: 



THE TUMBRILS 


391 


Camille : it is but one week, and all is so topsyturvied ; angel CHAP. 11 
Wife left weeping ; love, riches, revolutionary fame, left all at April lo, 
the PrisoU'gate ; carnivorous Rabble now howling round. 

T • Til “i-i -1 i (Vcar2,Germ.2i) 

Palpable, and yet incredible ; like a madman s dream I Camille 
struggles and writhes ; his shoulders shuffle the loose coat off 
them, which hangs knotted, the hands tied : ' Calm, my friend,’ 
said Danton ; * heed not that vile canaille {laissez Id cette vile 
canaille)J At the foot of the Scaffold, Danton was heard 
to ejaculate : ‘ 0 my Wife, my well-beloved, I shall never see 
thee more, then ! ’ — but, interrupting himself : ‘ Danton, no 
weakness 1 ’ He said to H^rault-Sdchelles stepping forward to 
embrace him : ‘ Our heads 'will meet there^ in the Headsman’s 
sack. His last words were to Samson the Headsman himself : 

‘ Thou wilt show my head to the people ; it is worth showing.’ 

So passes, like a gigantic mass of valour, ostentation, fury, 
affection and wild revolutionary force and manhood, this 
Danton, to his unknown home. He was of Arcis-sur-Aubc ; 
born of " good farmer-people ’ there. He had many sins ; but 
one worst sin he had not, that of Cant. No hollow Formalist, 
deceptive and self-deceptive, ghastly to the natural sense, was 
this ; but a very Man : with all his dross he was a Man ; fiery- 
real, from the great fire-bosom of Nature herself. He saved 
France from Brunswick ; he walked straight his own wild road, 
whither it led him. He may live for some generations in the 
memory of men. 


CHAPTER III 

THE TUMBRILS 

Next week, it is still but the 10th of April, there comes a 
new Nineteen ; Chaumette, Gobel, Hebert’s Widow, the Widow 
of Camille : these also roll their fated journey ; black Death 
devours them. Mean Hubert’s Widow was weeping, Camille’s 
Widow tried to speak comfort to her. O ye kind Heavens, 
azure, beautiful, eternal behind your tempests and Time-clouds, 
is there not pity in store for all ! Gobel, it seems, was 
repentant ; he begged absolution of a Priest ; died as a Gobel 
best could. For Anaxagoras Chaumette, the sleek head now 
stripped of its bonnet rouge^ what hope is there ? Unless 

Death 
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DOOK VI Death ircrc ‘ an eternal sleep ' ? Wretched Anaxagoras, God 
April 22 , shall judge thee, not I 

n6bcrt, therefore, is gone, and the Ilibertists, they that 
*“* *' robbed Churches, and adored blue Reason m red nightcap 

Great Danton, and the Dantomsts , they also are gone Down 
to the catacombs , they ore become silent men I Let no Pans 
Mumcipality, no Sect or Party of this hue or that, resist the 
■will of Robespierre and Salul Mayor Pache, not prompt 
euoMgli in denouncing these Pitt Plots, may congratulate about 
them now. Never so heartily , it skills not 1 His course 
likeivise is to the Luxembourg We appoint one Fleunot 
Lescot Intenm Mayor in his stead an * architect from Belgium,’ 
they say, this Pleunot , he is a man one can depend on. Our 
new Agent National is Payan, lately Juryman , whose cynosure 
also is Robespierre 

Thus then, we perceive, this confused!} electnc Erebus cloud 
of Revolutionary Government has altered its shape somewhat. 
Two masses, or wings, belonging to it , on over electnc mass of 
Cordelier Rabids and an under electnc of Dantomst Moderates 


and Clemency men, — these two masses, shooting bolts at one 
another, so to speak, have annihilated one another For the 
Erebus cloud, os we often remark, is of suicidal nature , and, 
in jagged irregulanty, darts its hghtmng withal into itself 
But now these two discrepant masses being mutually anm 
hilated, it 15 as if the Erebus cloud Jt^ad got to internal com 
posure , and did only pour its hellfire hghtmng on the World 
that lay under it In plain words. Terror of the GiuUotmc 
was never terrible till now Systole, diastole, swift and ever 
swifter goes the Axe of Samson Indictments cease by degrees 
to have so much as plausibihty Fouquier chooses from the 
Twelve Houses of Arrest what he calls Batches, ‘ Foumies,' a 
score or more at a time , his Jurymen are charged to make 
feu de file, file finng till the ground be clear Citizen Laflotte s 
report of Plot in the Luxembourg is venly bearing fruit I If 
no speakable charge exist against a man, or Batch of men, 
Fouquier has always this a Plot in the Prison Swift 
and ever swifter goes Samson , up, finally to threescore and 
more at a Batch It is the highday of Death none but the 
Dead return not 


0 dusky D Espr6m€ml, what a day is this the 22d of Apnl 
thy last day I The Palais Hall here is the same stone Hall, 

where 
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where thou, five years ago, stoodest perorating, amid endless CHAP. HI 
pathos of rebellious Parlement, in the gray of the morning ; April 22, 
bound to march with D’Agoust to the Isles of Hi^res. The , , , 

^ -I Tiir 1 If (Vcar a, Flor. 3) 

stones are the same stones : but the restj Men, Rebellion, 

Pathos, Peroration, see, it has all fled, like a gibbering troop of 
ghosts, like the phantasms of a dying brain. With D’Espr6- 
m^nil, in the same line of Tumbrils, goes the moumfulest 
medley. Chapelier goes, ci-devant popular President of the 
Constituent ; whom the Menads and Maillard . met in his 
carriage, on the Versailles Road. Thouret likewise, ci-devant 
President, father of the Constitutional Law-acts ; he whom we 
heard saying, long since, with a loud voice, ‘ The Constituent 
Assembly has fulfilled its mission ! ’ And the noble old 
Malesherbes, who defended Louis and could not speak, like a 
gray old rock dissolving into sudden water : he journeys here 
now, with his kindred, daughters, sons, and grandsons, his 
Lamoignons, Chateaubriands ; silent, towards Death. — One 
young Chateaubriand alone is wandering amid the Natchez, 
by the roar of Niagara Falls, the moan of endless forests : 

Welcome thou great Nature, savage, but not false, not un- 
kind, unmotherly ; no Formula thou, or rabid jangle of Hypo- 
thesis, Parliamentary Eloquence, Constitution-building and 
the Guillotine ; speak thou to me, O Mother, and sing my 
sick heart thy mystic everlasting lullaby-song, and let all 
the rest be far ! — 

Another row of Tumbrils we must notice : that which holds 
Elizabeth, the Sister of Louis. Her Trial was like the rest ; 
for Plots, for Plots. She was among the kindliest, most innocent 
of women. There sat with her, amid four-and-twenty others, 
a once timorous Marchioness de Crussol ; courageous now ; 
expressing towards her the liveliest loyalty. At the foot of 
the Scaffold, Elizabeth with tears in her eyes thanked this 
Marchioness ; said she was grieved she could not reward her. 

‘ Ah, Madame, would your Royal ESghness deign to embrace 
me, my wishes were complete ! Right willingly. Marquise 
de Crussol, and with my whole heart.’ ^ Thus they : at the 
foot of the Scaffold. The Royal Family is now reduced to 
two : a girl and a little boy. The boy, once named Dauphin, 
was taken from his Mother while she yet lived ; and given to 
one Simon, by trade a Cordwainer, on service then about the 
^ Montgaillard, iv, 200 . 
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^OOK\l concenlment is become dangerous to others and himself j he 
M»yi704 has to flj again, to skulk, round Pons, in thickets and stone- 
i«mr« Fior) quju^gg SO ot the Village of Clamors, one bleared May 

morning, there enters n Figure ragged, rough bearded, hunger 
stneken ; asks breakfast m the tavern there Suspect, by the 
look of him I ‘ Servant out of place, sayest thou 1 ' Com 
nuttee President of Forty Sous finds a Latin Horace on him 
* Art not thou one of those Ci devanti that ivere wont to keep 
sen ants ? Siispect ^ ' He is haled forthwith, breakfast un- 
finished, towards Bourg la Heine, on foot : he faints with 
exhaustion ; is set on a peasant’s horse ; is flung into his damp 
prison cell : on the morrow, recollecting him, you enter ; Con- 
dorcct lies dead on the floor. They die fast, and disappear 
the Notabilities of lYance disappear, one after one, hke fights 
m a Theatre, which you are snuffing out. 

Under which circumstances, is it not singular, and almost 
touching, to see Pans City drawn out, in the meek May nights, 
in avic ceremony, which they call * Souper Fraimtel,' Brotherly 
Supper ? Spontaneous, or partially spontaneous, m the twelfth, 
thirteenth, fourteenth mghts of this May month, it is seen 
Along the Rue Saint Honor^, and mam Streets and Spaces, 
each Citojen bnngs forth what of supper the stingy Maximum 
has yielded him, to the open air ; joins it to his neighbour’^ 
supper; and with common table, ^eerful light burning fre 
quent, and what due modicum of cut glass and other garnish 
and relish is convement, they eat frugally together, under 
the kind stars ^ See it, O Night 1 With cheerfully pledged 
wine-cup, hobnobbing to the Reign of Liberty, Equality, 
Brotherhood, with their wives in best ribands, wi^ their httle 
ones romping round, the Citojens, m frugal Love feast, sit 
there. Night in her wide empire sees nothing similar O 
ray brothers, why is the reign of Brotherhood not come t It 
is come, it shall have come, say the Citoyens frugally hob 
nobbing — Ah me 1 these everlasting stars, do they not look 
down *hke ghsterang eyes, bnght with immortal pity, over 
the lot of man ' f — 

One lamentable thing, however, is, that individuals will 
attempt assassination-~ol Representatives of the People 

1 Tai/taiijc (tf It K/vtUtitn $ Sovpers Frtlctaels , Mercicr, >i >S‘>' 

RepresentaUve 
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Representative Collot, Member even of Saint, returning home, CHAP. Hi 
‘ about one in the morning,’ probably touched with liquor, as 1794 
he is apt to be, meets on the stairs the cry ^ ScSUrat!* and ) 

also the snap of a pistol : which latter flashes in the pan ; 
disclosing to him, momentarily, a pair of truculent saucer-eyes, 
swart grim-clenched coimtenance ; recognisable as that of our 



COLLOT d'heubois. 


little fellow-lodger, Citoyen Amiral, formerly ‘ a clerk in the 
Lotteries.’ Collot shouts Murder, with lungs fit to awaken 
all the Rue Favart ; Amiral snaps a second time ; a second 
time flashes in the pan ; then darts up into his apartment ; 
and, after there firing, still with inadequate effect, one musket 
at himself and another at his captor, is clutched and locked 
in Prison.^ An indignant little man this Amiral, of Southern 
* Rioufie, p. 73; Detix Jmis, 29S-302. 
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nOOK\I France, sets his torch to Atheism and Company, which are 
Jane 1704 but made of pasteboard steeped m turpentine They bum 
iy«» « j>r.ix) rapidly , and, from within, there rises ‘ by machinery,’ 
an incombustible Statue of Wisdom, which, by ill hap, gets 
besmoked a little , but docs stand there visible m as serene 
attitude as it can 

And then ? ^Vby, then, there is other Processioning, 
scraggy Discoursing, and — this w our Feast of the tlirc Sup 
rime, our new Beligion, better or worse, is cornel — Look 
at it one moment, O Reader, not two The shabbiest page 
of Human Annals or is there, that thou wettest of, one 
shabbier ? Mumbo Jumbo of the African woods to me seems 
venerable beside this new Deity of Robespierre, for this is 
a conscious Jlunibo Jumbo, and knozes that he is machineiy 
O seagrecn Prophet, unhappiest of windbags blown nigh to 
bursting what distracted Chimera among realities art thou 
growing to I This then, this common pitch link for artificial 
fireworks of turpentine and pasteboard , this is the miraculous 
Aaron’s Rod thou wilt stretch over a hag ndden hell ndden 
France, and bid her plagues cease ? Vanish thou and it J — 

‘ Avec ton "ttre Suvrime ’ said Billaud ‘ tu commences m embHer 
With thy £tre Suprime thou begmnest to be a bore to me * * 

Catherine Th^ot, on the other hand ‘ an ancient serving maid 
seventy nine years of age,* mured to Prophecy and the Bastille 
from of old sits in an upper room in the Rue de Contrescarpe, 
ponng over the Book of Revelation, with an eye to Robes 
pierre , finds that this astonishing thnee potent liloximilien 
really is the Man spoken of by Prophets, who is to make the 
Earth young again With her sit devout old Marchionesses 
ct devant honourable women , among whom Old Constituent 
Dom Gerle, with his addle head cannot be wanting They 
sit there, in the Rue de Contrescarpe, m myslenous adora 
tion Mumbo is Mumbo, and Robespierre is his Prophet A 
conspicuous man this Robespierre He has bis volunteer Body 
guard of Tappe durs, let us say Strike sharps fierce Patriots 
With feruled sticks , and Jacobins kissing the hem of his gar 
nient He enjoys the admiration of many the worship of some , 
and IS well worth the wonder of one and all 

* See V Ute Causts Sttrittt (Wlale » Nerrat ve n very cunous but b not to be 
taben as itue m thout lift ng being at bottom n sp te of its title not a Nariat ve but 
a Pleid ng ) 
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The grand question nnd liopc, liowcvcr, hi: Will not i]ik nuAi^, IV 
Feast of the Tuilcrics ISIujnbo'Ju/nbo be a pe/b/qw U/al •hnw V/iH 
the Guillotine is to abate ? Far enough from that I IVecivIy ^'^*'^*^*^***‘'*>) 
on the second day after it, Coutlion, one of the ‘ three /jhalJov/ 
scoundrels/ gcLs himself lifted into the Tribune ; a 

bundle of papers. Couthori proposes that, as iOofs Oiil 
abound, the of the Stuped shall have exUstu/ujo, and 

Arrestment new vicour and facility. Further, that in aueh 
case business is like to be heavy, our lievoJutionary Tribunal 
too sbab have rxten -:on ; be divided, tay, jnt/j J^ovr 'JVibunab:, 
each widi its IVc^ident, each with ile / oueuier or 
of Fouquicr, all labouring at once, any remnant of tba/;kJe or 
dilatory formality l>c ttrucl; off; in thle way it may ;/;?hape 


still overtake the 
Trrrn/v-rrrend Prei 
which Dr^rree, the very' 
Ivuamrs ver 


“C r/:- u eh i : kVr In on ' : 
:.cd in thvee thmea. 
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BOOK VI tion, the inhabitants along the Rue Saint Honord, as these 
Jane 1704 continual Tumbrils pass, begin to look gloomy ? Republicans 
(Y«»ri Prtir) bowels The Gmllotme is shifted, then again shifted , 

finally set up at the remote extremity of the Southeast ^ 
Suburbs Samt Antoine and Saint Ufarceau, it is to be hoped, 
if they have bowels, have lery tough ones 


CHAPTER V 

THE PRISONS 

It is time now, however, to cast n glance into the Pnsons. 
"When Desmoulins moved for his Committee of Mercy, these 
Twelve Houses of Arrest held five thousand persons Contmu 
ally arriving since then, there have now accumulated twelve- 
thousand They are Ci devants, Royahsts , in far greater 
part, they are Republicans, of various Girondm, Fayettish, 
Un Jacobin colour Perhaps no Human habitation or Prison 
ever equalled m squalor, m noisome horror, these Twelve 
Houses of Arrest There exist records of personal expenence 
m them Mimoires sur les PnsoTiSt one of the strangest 
Chapters in the Biography of Man 
Very singular to look into it bow a kind of order rises 
up in all conditions of human existence , and wherever two or 
three are gathered together, there are formed modes of exist 
ing together, habitudes, observances, nay gracefulnesses, joys I 
Citoyen Coittant will explain fully how our lean dinner, of 
herbs and camon, was consumed not without politeness and 
place aux dames how Seigneur and Shoeblack, Duchess and 
Doll Tearshect, flung pell mell into a heap, ranked themselves 
accordmg to method at what hour ‘ the Citoyennes took to 
their needlework ’ , and we, yielding the chairs to them, en 
deavoured to talk gallantly in a standing posture, or even 
to sing and harp more or less Jealousies, enmities, are not 
wanting , nor flirtations, of an effective character 
Alas, by degrees, even needlework must cease Plot in the 
Prison nses by Citoyen Laflotte and Preternatural Suspicion 
Suspicious Municipahty snatches from us all implements, all 
money and possession, of means or metal, is ruthlessly searched 

» MontgiiUitd IT *37 , 
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for, in pocket, in pillow and paillasse, and snatched away : 
rcd-cappcd Coinniissarics cnlcring every cell. Indignation, 
temporary desperation, at robbery of its very thimble, fills the 
gentle heart. Old Nuns shriek shrill discord ; demand to be 
killed forthwith. No help from shrieking ! Belter was that 
of the two shifty male Citizens, who, eager to preserve an 
implement or two, were it but a pipe-picker, or needle to darn 
hose wiUi, determined to defend themselves : by tobacco. 
Swift then, as your tell Red Caps arc heard in the Corridor 
rummaging and slamming, the two Citoyens light their pipes, 
and begin smoking. Thick darkness envelops them. The 
Red Nightcaps, opening the cell, breathe but one mouthful ; 
burst forth into chorus of barking and coughing. ‘ Qttoif 
McssiciirSy^ cry the two Cito3’cns, ‘ you don’t smoke ? Is the 
pipe disagreeable ? E$t-cc que vous nc fumez pas ? * But 
the Red Nightcaps have fled, with slight search : ‘ Foiav 7 i'aimcz 
pas la pipe f ’ cry the Citoyens, ns their door slams-lo again.' 
My poor brother Citoyens, O surclj% in a reign of Brothcrliood, 
j’ou arc not the two I would guillotine ! 

Rigour grows, stiffens into horrid lyrannj*; Plot in the 
Prison getting ever rifer. This Plot in the Prison, as we 
said, is now the stcrcotj’pc formula of Tinvillc : against whom- 
soever he knows no crime, this is a rcadj^-mndc crime. His 
Judgment-bar has become unspeakable ; a recognised mocker}" ; 
known only as the wicket one passes through, towards Death. 
His IndictmenLs arc drawn out in blank ; you insert the Names 
after. He has iiis inoxitojis^ detestable traitor jackals, who 
report and bear witness ; that they themselves may be allowed 
to live, — for a lime. His Fotirnics, says the rcproacliful Collot, 

‘ shall in no case exceed three-score ’ ; that is his maximum. 
Nightly come liis Tumbrils to the Luxembourg, vnth the fatal 
Roll-call ; list of the Fournic of tomorrow. Men rush towards 
the Grate ; listen, if their name be in it ? One deep-drawn 
breath, when the name is not in ; we live still one day I And 
yet some score or scores of names were in. Quick these, they 
clasp their loved ones to their heart, one last time ; with 
brief adieu, wet-eyed or dry- eyed, they mount, and arc aw’ay. 
This night to the Concicrgcric ; through the Palais misnamed 
0/ Justice f to the Guillotine tomorrow. 

Recklessness, defiant levity, the Stoicism if not of strength 

' Afijiset! (T Arr!l Je J'crt-t,iir{, par Coillant, clc. {AUmcires sur Its Prisons, ii.) 

yet 
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noOKVI yet of weakness, has possessed all hearts Weak women and 
June 1704 Ct devants, their locks not yet made into blond perukes, their 
Otxi Pt»ir) ygt tanned into breeches, are accustomed to ‘ act the 

Guillotine ’ by way of pastime In fantastic mummery, with 
towel turbans, blanket ermine, a mock Sanhedrim of Judges 
sits, a mock Tinville pleads , a culprit is doomed, is guillo- 
tined by the oversetting of two chairs Sometimes we carry 
it further Tmville himself, in his turn, is doomed, and not 
to the Guillotine alone With blackened face, hirsute, homed, 
a shaggy Satan snatches him not imshneking , shows him, 
with outstretched arm and voice, the fire that is not quenched, 
the worm that dies not , the monotony of Hell pam, and the 
What hour ? answered by, It Eternity ‘ 

And still the Pnsons fill fuller, and still the Guillotine goes 
faster On all high roads march flights of Prisoners, wending 
towards Pans Not Ci devants now , they, the noisy of them, 
are mown down , it is Hepubhcans now Chained two and 
two they march , m exasperated moments singing their Mar 
set liaise A hundred and thirty two men of Nantes, for instance, 
march towards Pans, in these same days Republicans or 
say even Jacobins to the marrow of the bone , but Jacobins 
who had not approved Noyading* Vive la Eipubhque nses 
from them m all streets of towns they rest by mght in un 
utterable noisome dens crowded to choking , one or two dead 
on the morrow They are wayivom, weary of heart , can only 
shout Live ike Eepublic , we, as under homd enchantment, 
dying in this way for it 1 

Some Four hundred Priests, of whom also there is record, 
nde at anchor ‘ in the roads of the Isle of Aix,‘ long months , 
^ looking out on misery, vacuity, waste Sands of Oleron and the 

ever moaning bnne Ragged sordid, hungry , wasted to 
shadows eating their undean ration on deck, circularly, m 
parties of a dozen, with finger and thumb , beating their 
scandalous dothes between two stones , choked in homble 
miasmata dosed under batches seventy of them m a berth, 
through mght , so that the ‘ aged Pnest is found lying dead in 
the morning, m the attitude of prayer * 1 * — ^How long O Lord ! 

’ MontgalUtd it siS Riouffe p 273 

* Ftfaf* Ciitt Trtnfi dtttx s {Prisons 1 288 335) 

• Pthtun dtttqu on! sot fftrt four U Set gten Us PriCres sU/erUs tn 1794, nans W 
rode it I (te d Atx (lb. lu 387 48^) 
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Not for ever ; no. 

. b}’' the nature of it, 
endure. 


All Anarchy, 
dragon' 8‘teeth ; 


all Evil, JnjufiUcc, la, (IfiAV* V 
suicidal, and cannot 
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CHAPTER VI 

TO FINISH THE TFAllLOll 

It is very remarkable, indeed, that since the filrc-f>v/prfme 
Feast, and the sublime continued harangueri on it, v/hieh 
Billaud feared vrould become a bore to him, Jlober>pierre 
gone little to Committee; but held himr/M apart, a^; if in a 
kind of pet. Nay th^>' have made a Repo/t on that old 
Catherine Th&t, and hex Regenerative JIan spoken of by the 
Prophets; not in the best spirit. This Theot mystery they 
anect to regard as a Plot; but have evidently introdeevJ a 
vein of satire, of irreverent banter, rot again^A the /ipin^^te; 
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BOOK VI true Tallien has had urords of omen, Bourdon has had words, 
Jttly 1704 FWron is hated and Barras each man * feels his head if it 
(VcM* Qjj Jug shoulders ’ 

Jleanwhile Robespierre, we stiU observe, goes httle to Con 
vention, not at all to Committee, speahs nothing except to 
his Jacobin House of Lords, amid his bodyguard of Tappe 
durs These ‘ forty days,’ for we are now far in July, he has 
not showed face in Committee , could only work there by his 
three shallow scoundrels, and the terror there was of him 
The Incorruptible himself sits apart, or is seen stalking m 
solitary places in the fields, with an intensely meditative air , 
some say, ‘ with eyes red spotted,’ * fruit of extreme bile the 
lamentablest seagreen Chimera that walks the Earth that July 1 
O hapless Chimera, — for thou too hadst a life, and heart of 
flesh — what is this that the stem gods, seeming to smile all 
the way, have led and let thee to I Art not thou he, who, 
few years ago, was a young Advocate of promise, and gave 
up the Arras Judgeslbp rather than sentence one man to 
die?— 

tVhat his thoughts might be ? His plans for iimshmg the 
Terror ? One knows not. Dim vestiges there flit of Agranan 
Law , a victonous Sansculottism become Landed Propnetor , 
old Soldiers sitting in National Mansions, m Hospital Palaces 
of Chambord and Chantilly , peace bought by victory , breaches 
healed by Feast of £tre Supreme, — and so, through seas of 
blood, to Equality, Prugalitj , worksome Blessedness, Fraternity, 
and Republic of the virtues Blessed shore, of such a sea of 
Aristocrat blood but how to land on it ? Through one last 
wave blood of corrupt Sansculottists , traitorous or semi 
traitorous Conventionals, rebellious Talliens, Billauds, to whom 
with my ^tre Supreme I have become a bore , with my Apoca 
lyptie Old Woman a laughing stock I — So stalks he, this poor 
Robespierre, like a seagreen ghost, through the blooming July 
Vestiges of schemes flit flim But whcd his schemes or his 
thoughts were will never he known to man 
New Catacombs, some say, are digging for a huge simul 
taneous butchery Convention to be butchered, down to the 
right pitch, by General Hennot and Company Jacobin 
House of Lords made dominant, and Robespierre Dictator 
Ihere is actually, or else there is not actually, a List made 

* Dtujc Amit * 347 73 • UtJ xu 350-8 

out, 
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out ; which the Hairdresser has got eye on, as he frizzled the CHAP. VI 
Incorruptible locks. Each man asks himself, Is it I ? July 26 , 

Nay, as Tradition and rumour of Anecdote still convey 
it, there was a remarkable bachelor’s dinner, one hot day, at 
Barr^re’s. For doubt not, O Reader, this Barrfere and others 
of them gave dinners ; had ‘ country-house at Clichy,’ with 
elegant enough sumptuosities, and pleasures high-rouged.^ 

But at this dinner we speak of, the day being so hot, it is said, 
the guests all stript their coats, and left them in the drawing- 
room : from the dinner-table Carnot glided out, driven by a 
necessity, needing of all things paper ; groped in Robespierre’s 
pocket ; foimd a list of Forty, his own name among them 
and tarried not at the wine-cup that day! — ^Ye must bestir 
yourselves, O Friends ; ye dull Frogs of the Marsh, mute ever 
since Girondism sank under, even you now must croak or die ! 

Councils are held, with word and beck ; nocturnal, mysterious 
as death. Does not a feline Ma^milien stalk there ; voiceless 
as yet ; his green eyes red-spotted ; back bent, and hair up ? 

Rash Tallien, with his rash temper and audacity of tongue; 
he shall bell the cat. Fix a day ; and be it soon, lest never 1 
Lo, before the fixed day, on the day which they call Eighth 
of Thermidor, 26th July 1794, Robespierre himself reappears 
in Convention ; mounts to the Tribune ! The biliary face 
seems clouded with new gloom : judge whether your Talliens, 

Bourdons, listened with interest. It is a voice bodeful of 
death or^of life. Longwinded, unmelodious as the screech- 
owl’s, sounds that prophetic voice : Degenerate condition of 
Republican spirit ; corrupt Moderatism ; SuretS^ Salut Com- 
mittees themselves infected ; backsliding on this hand and on 
that ; I, Maximilien, alone left incorruptible, ready to die at 
a moment’s warning. For all which what remedy is there ? 

The Guillotine ; new vigour to the all-healing Guillotine ; 
death to traitors of every hue 1 So sings the prophetic voice ; 
into its Convention sounding-board. The old song this : but 
today, O Heavens, has the sounding-board ceased to act ? 

There is not resonance in this Convention ; there is, so to 
speak, a gasp of silence ; nay a certain grating of one knows 
not what ! — ^Lecointre, our old Draper of Versailles, in these 
questionable circumstances, sees nothing he can do so safe 
as rise, ‘ insidiously ’ or not insidiously, and move, according 

^ See Vilatc. 
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BOOK ^ I to established wont, that the Robespierre Speech be ‘ pnnted 
JttlySU, nnd sent to the Departments’ Hark gratings, even of 
dissonance I Honourable Members hmt dissonance. Com 
*”* mittee-Members, inculpated in the Speech, utter dissonance, 
demand * delaj m pnnting ’ Ever higher rises the note of 
dissonance , inquiry is even made by Editor Fr&ron * What 
has become of the laberty of Opinions in this Convention ? * 
The Order to pnnt and transnut, which had got passed, is 
rescinded Robespierre, greener than ever before has to retire, 
foiled , discerning that it is mutinj, that evil is nigh 1 

■iMubny IS a thing of the fatalest nature in all enterpnscs 
whatsoever , a thing so incalculable, swift frightful not to be 
dealt with in /ngW But mutiny m a Robespierre Conven 
bon, above all — it is like fire seen sputtenng in the ship’s 
powder-room I One death-defiant plunge at it, this moment, 
and >ou maj sbll tread it out hesitate bll next moment, — 
ship and ship’s captain, crew and cargo are shivered far , the 
ship’s vojage has suddenlj ended between sea and sky If 
Robespierre can, tonight, produce his Hennot and Company, 
and get his work done by them, he and Sansculotfasm may 
still subsist some bme , if not, probably not, Ohver Cromwell, 
when that Agitator Sergeant slept forth from the ranks with 
plea of gnevances, and began gesticulabng and demonstrabng 
as the mouthpiece of Thousands expectant there, — discerned 
with those truculent eyes of his, how the matter lay , plucked 
a pistol from his holsters , blew Agitator and Agitabon instantly 
out. Is oil was a man fit for such things. 

Robespierre, for his part, glides over at evening to his 
Jacobm House of Lords , unfolds there, instead of some ade- 
quate resolubon, ins woes, ins uncommon virtues, incorrupti 
bilibes , then, secondly, his rejected screech-owl Orabon , — 
reads this latter over agam , and declares that he is ready 
to die at a moment’s warmng Thou shall not die I shouts 
Jacobinism from its thousand throats ‘Robespierre, I will 
dnnk the hemlock with thee,* cnes Painter David, * Je hotrai 
la cigue oree fm’; — a thing not essenbal to do, but which, 
m the fire of the moment, can be said 

Our Jacobm sounding board, therefore, does act ! Applauses 
heaven high cover the rejected Orabon , fire-eyed fury hghts 
all Jacobm features Inisurrccbon a sacred duty, the Con 

venbon 
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vention to be puiged; Sovereign People under Henriot and (JIJAI*. V! 
Municipality; we will make a new June-Second oi it: To 
your tents, O Israel I In this key pipes Jacobinism ; in sheer 
tumult of revolt. Let Tallien and all Opposition men make off. 

CoUot d’Herbois, though of the supreme Salut, and so lately 



DAVID. 


near shot, is elbowed, bullied ; is ^ escape ^alive. ^ Enter- 
ing Committee-room of Solid, ah dxsnevened, iirjzs siecA 
sombre Saint-Just there, among tne rest;^ in^ms t.eeA 
way asks, ‘ Tfhat is passing at Jacomns ' TThat is 
passing ? ’ repeats CoIIot, in the xmmsnnomc Carmr-'ser-Tern ; 
‘What is passing? Nothing hut rero-t anc. ncrrcrs 


r.-5»s-Te:n : 
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BOOK VI passing Ye want our lives , ye shall not have them * Saint 
July 26, ju 5 t stutters at such Cambyses oratory, takes his hat to 
he had been speaking of, Report on 
Republican Things m General we may say, which is to be read 
in Convention on the morrow, he cannot show it them, at this 
moment a fnend has it , he. Saint Just, will get it, and send 
it, were he once home Once home, he sends not it, but an 
answer that he will not send it , that they will hear it from the 
Tribune tomorrow 

Let every msn, therefore, according to a vreU known good 
advice, ‘ pray to Heaven, and keep his powder dry 1 ' Pans 
on the morrow, will see a thing Swift scouts fly dim or 
invisible, all mght, from S^retS and Salut , from conclave to 
conclave , from Mother Society to Townhall Sleep, can it 
fall on the eyes of Talliens, Fr^rons, Collots ? Pmssant 
Hennot, Mayor Fleunot, Judge Coffinhal, Procureur Payan, 
Robespierre and all the Jacobins are getting ready 


CHAPTER VII 

GO DOWN TO 

Taujen s eyes beamed bnght, on the morrow, Ninth of 
Thermidor, * about mne o’clock,’ to see that the Convention 
had actually met Pans is in rumour but at least we are 
met, m Legal Convention here , we have not been snatched 
senatim , treated with a Pnde a Purge at the door ‘ Aliens, 
brave men of the Plain,’ late Frogs of the Marsh I cned Talhen 
with a squeeze of the band, as he passed m , Saint Just s 
sonorous voice being now audible from the Tnbune, and the 
game of games beguii 

Saint Just IS venly reading that Report of his , green 
Vengeance, in the shape of Robespierre, watching nigh Behold, 
however. Saint Just has read hut few sentences, when inter 
ruption nses, rapid crescendo , when Tallien starts to his feet, 
and BilfauJ, and this man starts and that, — ^Talfien, a second 
time, with his ‘ Citoyens, at the Jacobins last mght, I trembled 
for the Republic I said to myself, if the Convention dare not 
strike the Tyrant then I myself dare , and with this I will 
do it, if need be,’ said he, whisking out a clear gleaming Dagger, 
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and brandishing it there ; the Steel of Brutus, as we call it. CHAP. VII 
Whereat we all bellow, and brandish, impetuous acclaim. July 27, 

‘ Tyranny ! Dictatorship ! Triumvirate ! * And the Salut 
Committee-men accuse, and all men accuse, and uproar, and 
impetuously acclaim. And Saint-Just is standing motionless, 
pale of face ; Couthon ejaculating * Triumvir ? ’ with a look 
at his paralytic legs. And Robespierre is struggling to speak, 
but President Thuriot is jingling the bell against him, but the 
Hall is soimding against him like an ^olus-Hall : and Robes- 
pierre is mounting the Tribune-steps and descending again; 
going and coming, like to choke with rage, terror, desperation ; 

— and mutiny is the order of the day ! ^ 

O President Thuriot, thou that wert Elector Thuriot, and 
from the Bastille battlements sawest Saint-Antoine rising like 
the Ocean-tide, and hast seen much since, sawest thou ever 
the like of this ? Jingle of bell, which thou jinglest against 
Robespierre, is hardly audible amid the Bedlam storm ; and 
men rage for life. ‘ President of Assassins,’ shrieks Robespierre, 

‘ I demand speech of thee for the last time ! ’ It cannot be 
had. ‘ To you, O virtuous men of the Plain,’ cries he, finding 
audience one moment, ‘ I appeal to you I ’ The virtuous men 
of the Plain sit silent as stones. And Thmiot’s bell jingles, 
and the Hall sounds like JSolus’s Hall. Robespierre’s frothing 
lips are grown ‘ blue ’ ; his tongue dry, cleaving to the roof of 
his mouth. ‘ The blood of Danton chokes him,’ cry they. 

^ Accusation 1 Decree of Accusation ! ’ Thuriot swiftly puts 
that question. Accusation passes ; the incorruptible Maxi- 
milien is decreed Accused. 

‘ I demand to share my Brother’s fate, as I have striven to 
share his virtues/ cries Augustin, the Younger Robespierre : 

Augustin also is decreed. And Couthon, and Saint-Just, and 
Lebas, they are all decreed ; and packed forth, — ^not without 
difficulty, the Ushers almost trembling to obey. Triumvirate 
and Company are packed forth, into Salut Committee-room ; 
their tongue cleaving to the roof of their mouth. You have 
but to summon the Municipality ; to cashier Commandant 
Henriot, and laimch Arrest at him ; to regulate formalities ; 
hand Tinville his victims. It is noon : the .®olus-Hall has 
delivered itself ; blows now victorious, harmonious, as one 
irresistible wind. 

^ Moniteur, Nos. 311, 312 ; iv. 421-42 ; Deux Amis, xil 390-411. 

And 
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BOOK VI Md SO the ^vork is finished ? One thinks so ; and yet it is 
July 27> not so. Alas, there is yet but the first-act finished ; three or 
othcT ucts sUU to coitie } and an uncertain catastrophe I 
A huge City holds in it so many confusions : seven hundred 
thousand human heads ; not one of which knows what its 



SAlXr-JUST. 

neighbour is doing, nay not what itself is doing.— See, accord- 
ingly, about three in the afternoon. Commandant Henrio^ 
how instead of sitting cashiered, arrested, he gallops along the 
Quus, followed by Munidpal Gendarmes, ‘ trampling down 
several persons ’ I For the Townhall sits deliberating, openly 
insurgent: Barriers to be shut; no Gaoler to admit any 
Prisoner this day; — and Henriot is galloping towards the 

Tuileries, 
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Tiiileries, to deliver Robespierre. On tbe Quai de la Fer- CHAP. VII 
raillerie, a young Citoyen, walking with his wife, says aloud : July 28, 

‘ Gendarmes, that man is not your Commandant ; he is under 
arrest.’ The Gendarmes strike down the young Citoyen with Therm* to) 
the flat of their swords.^ 

> Representatives themselves (as Merlin the Thionviller), who 
accost him, this puissant Henriot flings into guard-houses. 

He bursts towards the Tuileries Committee-room, ‘ to speak 
with Robespierre ’ : with difficulty, the Ushers and Tuileries 
Gendarmes, earnestly pleading and drawing sabre, seize this 
Hem’iot ; get the Henriot Gendarmes persuaded not to fight ; 
get Robespierre and Company packed into hackney-coaches, 
sent off under escort, to the Luxembourg and other Prisons. 

This, then, is the end ? May not an exhausted Convention 
adjourn now, for a little repose and sustenance, ‘ at five o’clock ’ ? 

An exhausted Convention did it ; and repented it. The 
end was not come ; only the end of the second-act. Hark, 
while exhausted Representatives sit at victuals, — ^tocsin burst- 
ing from all steeples, drums rolling, in the summer evening: 

Judge Coffinhal is galloping with new Gendarmes, to deliver 
Henriot from Tuileries Committee-room ; and does deliver him ! 

Puissant Henriot vaults on horseback ; sets to haranguing 
the Tuileries Gendarmes ; corrupts the Tuileries Gendarmes 
too ; trots off with them to Townhall. Alas, and Robespierre 
is not in Prison: the Gaoler showed his Municipal order, 
durst not, on pain of his life, admit any Prisoner ; the Robes- 
pierre Hackney-coaches, in this confused jangle and whirl of 
uncertain Gendarmes, have floated safe — into the Townhall 1 
There sit Robespierre and Company, embraced by Municipals 
and Jacobins in sacred right of Insurrection ; redacting Pro- 
clamations ; soxmding tocsins ; corresponding, with Sections 
and Mother Society. Is not here a pretty enough third-act 
of a natural Greek Drama ; catastrophe more uncertain than 
ever ? 

The hasty Convention rushes together again, in the ominous 
nightfall : President Collot, for the chair is his, enters with 
long strides, paleness on his face claps-on his hat ; says with 
solemn tone : ‘ Citoyens, armed Villains have beset the Com- 
mittee-rooms, and got possession of them. The hour is come, 

’ Pricis dcs Evinttnens du Neuf Thermidor^ par C. A. Meda, ancien Gendarme 
(Paris, 1825). 


to 
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BOOK VI to die at our post I ’ * Out,' answer one and all : ‘ We swear 
July ze, it 1 ’ It is no rodomontade, this time, but a sad fact and 
necessity ; unless we do at our posts, we must verily die. 
Swift therefore, Robespierre, Henriot, the Municipality, are 
declared Rebels ; put Hors la Lot, Out of Law. Better still, 
we appoint Barras Commandant of what Armed-force is to be 
had ; send Alissionary Representatives to all Sections and 
quarters, to preach, Md raise force; will die at least with 
harness on our back. ' 

What a distracted City ; men riding and running, report- 
ing and hearsaying; the Hour clearly in travail, — child not 
to be named till bom J • The poor Prisoners in the Luxem- 
bourg hear the rumour ; tremble for a new September. They 
see men making signals to them, on skylights and roofs, ’appar- 
ently signals of hope; cannot in the least make out what 
it is.^ We observe, however, in the eventide, as usual, the 
Death-tumbrils faring Southeastward, through Saint-Antoine, 
towards their Barrier du Tr6ne, Saint-Antoine’s tough bowels 
melt; Saint-Antoine surrounds the Tumbrils; says. It shall 
not be. O Heavens, why should it 1 Henriot and Gendarmes, 
scouring the streets that way, bellow, with waved sabres, that 
it must. Quit hope, ye poor Doomed I The Tiunbrils move on. 

But in this set of i\imbrils there are two other things notable : 
one notable person ; and one want of a notable person. The 
notable person is Lieutenant-General LoisetoUes, a nobleman 
by birth and by nature ; laying down his life here for his son. 
In the Prison of Saint-Lazare, the night before last, hurrying 
to the Grate to hear the Death-List read, he caught the* name 
of his son. The son was asleep at the moment. * I am Loise- 
roUes,* cried the old man: at Tinville's bar, an error in the 
Christian name is little; small objection was made. — ^The 
want of the notable person, again, is that of Deputy Paine I 
Paine has sat in the Luxembourg since January ; and seemed 
forgotten ; but Fouquier had pneked him at last. The Turn- 
key, List in hand, is marking with chalk the outer doors of 
tomorrow’s Foumie. Paine’s outer door happened to be open, 
turned back on the wall ; the Turnkey marked it on the side 
next him, and hurried on i another Turnkey came, and shut it ; 
no chalk-mark how. visible, the Fournii went without Pfune. 
Paine’s hfe lay not there. — 


‘ Mlmotrts sur Us Pnsans, u. a;;. 
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Our fifth-act, of this natxxral Greek Drama, with its natural CHAP. VII 
unities, can only be painted in gross ; somewhat as that antique July 28, 
Painter, driven desperate, did the foam. For through this 
blessed July night, there is clangour, confusion very great. Therm,*©) 
of marching troops ; of Sections going this way, Sections going 
that; of Missionary Representatives reading Proclamations 
by torchlight; Missionary Legendre, who has raised force 
somewhere, emptying out the Jacobins, and flinging their key 
on the Convention table : ‘ I have locked their door ; it shall 
be Virtue that reopens it.’ Paris, we say, is set against itself, 
rushing confused, as Ocean-currents do ; a huge Mahlstrom, 
sounding there, under cloud of night. Convention sits per- 
manent on this hand ; Municipality most permanent on that. 

The poor prisoners hear tocsin and rumour ; strive to bethink 
them of the signals apparently of hope. Meek continual 
Twilight streaming up, which will be Dawn and a Tomorrow, 
silvers the Northern hem of Night ; it wends and wends there, 
that meek brightness, like a silent prophecy, along the great 
ring-dial of the Heaven. So still, eternal 1 and on Earth all 
is confused shadow and conflict ; dissidence, tumultuous gloom 
and glare ; and ‘ Destiny as yet sits wavering, and shakes her 
doubtful urn.* 

About three in the morning the dissident Armed-forces 
have met. Henriot’s Armed-force stood ranked in the Place 
de Grfeve ; and now Barras’s, which he has recruited, arrives 
there ; and they front each other, cannon bristling against 
cannon. Citoyens 1 cries the voice of Discretion loudly enough. 

Before coining to bloodshed, to endless civil-war, hear the 
Convention Decree read : ‘ Robespierre and all rebels Out of 
Law ! * — Out of Law ? There is terror in the sound. Unarmed 
Citoyens disperse rapidly home. Municipal Cannoneers,* in 
sudden whirl, anxiously unanimous, range themselves on the 
Convention side, with shouting. At which shout, Henriot de- 
scends from his upper room, far gone in drink as some say; 
finds his Place' de Grfeve empty; the cannons’ mouth turned 
towards him; and on the whole, — that it is now the catas- 
trophe 1 

Stumbling in again, the wretched drunk-sobered Henriot 
announces : ‘ All is lost 1 * ‘ MisSrable^ it is thou that hast 

lost it I ’ cry they ; and fling him, or else he flings himself, out 
of window : far enough down ; into masonwork and horror of 

cesspool ; 
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BOOK VI cesspool , not into death but worse Augustin Robespierre 
July 27, follows him , with the like fate Saint Just, they say, called 
on Lebas to kill him , who would not Couthon crept under 
(Year. The m 9 ) ^ table , attempting to kill himself , not doing it. — On enter- 
ing that Sanhedrim of Insurrection, we find all as good as 
extinct , undone, ready for seizure Robespierre was sitting 
on a chair, with pistol shot blown through not his head but 
his under jaw , the smcidal hand had failed ^ With prompt 
zeal, not without trouble, we gather these wrecked Conspira 
tors , fish up even Hennot and Augustin, bleeding and foul , 
pack them all, rudely enough, into carts , and shall, before 
sunrise, have them safe under lock and key Amid shoutings 
and embracings 

Robespierre lay in an anteroom of the Convention Hall, 
while his Prison escort was getting ready , the mangled jaw 
bound up rudely with bloody linen a spectacle to men He 
hes stretched on a table, a deal box his pillow , the sheath of 
the pistol IS still clenched convulsively in his hand Men 
bully him, insult him his eyes still indicate intelligence , he 
speaks no word * He had on the sky blue coat he had got 
made for the Feast of the t^tre Swpreme — O Reader, can thy 
hard heart hold out against that ? His trousers were nankeen , 
the stockings had fallen down over the ankles He spake no 
word more in this world 

And so, at six in the mormng a victonous Convention 
adjourns Report flies over Pans as on golden wings , pene 
trates the Pnsons , irradiates the faces of those that were 
ready to perish turnkeys and motUons, fallen from their high 
estate, look mute and blue It is the 28th day of July, called 
10 th of Thermidor, year 1794 

Fouqmer had but to identify , his Prisoners being already 
Out of Law At four in the afternoon, never before were the 
streets of Pans seen so crowded From the Palais de Justice 
to the Place de la Revolution, for thither agam go the Turn 
bnls this time, it is one dense stimng mass, all wmdows 
crammed , the very roofs and ndge tiles budding forth human 
Curiosity, m strange gladness The Death tumbnls, with 

> MWa p. 3S4 (M(6i that Jt was be who, wilh ibUb te eotinge though In 

a Ufthaeded tnaaner shot Bobesp ette M<da got promoted for h s temees of this 
B ght and d ed General and Baron Few ered ted liUi in whal was othetw se 
incred ble ) 
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their motley Bnlch of Oiilhiws, some IVcnty-lhrcc or so, from CIIAl*. VII 
Mnximilicn to Mayor Flciiriot niul Simon the Conlwnincr, roll 'hilyST, 
on. All eyes arc on Ilobcspicrrc’s Tumbril, Avhcrc he, his 
bound in dirty linen, with his Imlf-dead Brother and Imlf-dcnd 
Ilcnriot, lie shattered ; their ‘ seventeen hours ’ of agony about 
to end. The Gendarmes point their swords at him, to show 
the people which is he. A woman springs on the Tumbril ; 
clutching the side of it with one hand, waving the other Sibyl- 
like ; and exclaims : * The death of thee gladdens my very 
heart, vi'enittrc dc joic . ' ; 

Robespierre opened his 
eyes ; ‘ScHt'ral, go down 
to Hell, with the curses 
of nil wives find 
mothers 1 ’ — At the foot 
of the scaffold, they 
strctclicd him on the 
ground till his turn 
came. Lifted aloft, his 
eyes again opened ; 
caught the bloody nxe. 

Samson wrenched the 
coat off him ; wrenched 
the dirty linen from 
his jaw : the jnw fell 
powerless, there burst 
from him a cry ; — 
hideous to hear and 
see. Samson, thou 
canst not be loo quick 1 
Samson’s work done, 

there bursts forth shout on shout of applause. Shout, 
which prolongs itself not only over Paris, but over France, 
but over Europe, and doum to this generation. Dcscn-cdly, 
and also undeservedly. 0 unhnppicst Advocate of Arras, 
wert thou worse than other Advocates ? Stricter man, 
according to his Formula, to his Credo and his Cant, of pro- 
bities, benevolences, plcnsurcs-of-virtuc, and suchlike, lived not 
in that age. A man fitted, in some luckier settled age, to 
have become one of those incorruptible barren Pattcm-Fipjrcs 
and have had marble-tablets and funeral-sermons. Ilis poor 
VOL. n. 2 D Irmdlord, 
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BOOK VI landlord, the Cabinet-maker in the Rue Saint-Honor^, loved 
July 27, him; his Brother died for him. May God be merciful to him, 

(y««rl «tnn.9) ^ 

««r>. tnn.9 Reign of Terror ; new glorious ffecola- 

tion named 0 / Thermidor ; of Thennidor 9tb, year 2 ; which 
being interpreted into old slave-style means 27th of Jidy 1794. 
Terror is ended ; and death in the Place de la Revolution, 
were the ‘ Tail of Robespierre ' once executed ; which service 
Fouquier, in large Batdics, is svnltly managing. 


Book Seventh 
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VEND£ MIAIRE 


CHAPTER I 

DECADENT 

How little did any one suppose that here was the end not of 
Robespierre only, but of the Revolution System itself ! Least 
of all did the mutinying Committee-men suppose it ; who had 
mutinied with no view whatever except to continue the National 
Regeneration with their own heads on their shoulders. And 
yet so it verily was. The insignificant stone they had struck 
out, so insignificant anywhere else, proved to be the Keystone ; 
the whole arch-work and edifice of Sansculottism began to 
loosen, to crack, to yawn ; and tumbled piecemeal, with con- 
siderable rapidity, plunge after plunge ; till the Abyss had 
swallowed it all, and in this upper world Sansculottism was 
no more. 

For despicable as Robespierre himself might be, the death 
of Robespierre was a signal at which great multitudes of men, 
struck dumb with terror heretofore, rose out of their hiding- 
places ; and, as it were, saw one another, how multitudinous 
they were ; and began speaking and complaining. They are 
countable by the thousand and the million ; who have suffered 
cruel wrong. Ever louder rises the plaint of such a multitude ; 
into a rmiversal sound, into a universal continuous peal, of what 
they call Public Opinion, Camille had demanded a ‘ Com- 
mittee of Mercy,’ and could not get it; but now the whole 
Nation resolves itself into a Committee of Mercy : the Nation 
has tried Sansculottism, and is weary of it. Force of Public 
Opinion ! What King or Convention can withstand it ? You 
in vain struggle : the thing that is rejected as ‘ calunmious ’ 
today must pass as veracious with triumph another day ; gods 

and 
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BOOK VM and men have declared that Sanscnlottism cannot he. Sans- 
Auff jSept culottism, on 'that Ninth night of Thermidor siuddally * frac- 
(YcP'ftTKi.) tured its under-jaw ’ ; and lies writhing, never to rise more. 

*“*■ Through the next fifteen months, it is what we may cali 

the death-agony of Sansculottism. Sansculottism, Anarchy 
of the Jcan-Jacques Evangel, having now got deep enough, 
' is to perish in a new singular sj’stem of Culottism and Arrange- 
ment, For Arrange- 
ment is indispensable 
to man ; Arrange- 
meat, were it 
grounded only on 
that old primary 
Evangd of Force, 
with Sceptre in the 
shape of Hammer 1 
Be there method, be 
there order, cry all 
men ; were it that 
of the Drill-sergeant I 
More tolerable is the 
drilled Baj’onct-rank, 
than that undrilled 
Guillotine, incalcul- 
able as the wind, — 
How Sansculottism, 
writhing in death- 
throes, strove some 
twice, or even three 

e,-,— .j. y — jq ggt ojj jts 

* feet again ; but fell 
DEATU MASK OF UOBKsriERRE. alwaj's, and was flung 

resupine the next 

instant ; and finally breathed out the life of it, and stirred no 
more ; this we are now, from a due distance, with due brevity, 
to glance at ; and then — O Reader I — Courage, I see land 1 

Two of the first acts of the Convention, very natural for it 
after this Thermidor, arc to be specified herci the first is, 
renewal of the Governing Conunittecs. Both CVn/role 

and Salut Public, thinned by the Guillotine, need filling up: 
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we naturally fill them up with Talliens, Fr^rons, victorious CHAP. I 

Thermidorian men. Still more to the purpose, we appoint Aug.-Sept. 

that they shall, as Law directs, not in name only but in deed, 

be renewed and changed from period to period; a fourth 

part of them going out monthly. The Convention ^vill no 

more lie under bondage of Committees, under terror of death ; 

but be a free Convention ; free to follow its own judgment, 

and the Force of Public Opinion. Not less natural is it to 

enact that Prisoners and Persons under Accusation shall have 

right to demand some ‘ Writ of Accusation,’ and see clearly 

what they are accused of. Very natural acts : the harbingers 

of hundreds not less so. 

For now Fouquier’s trade, shackled by Writ of Accusation, 
and legal proof, is as good as gone ; effectual only against 
Robespierre’s Tail. The Prisons give up their Suspect ; emit 
them faster and faster. The Committees see themselves 
besieged with Prisoners’ friends ; complain that they are 
hindered in their work : it is as with men rushing out of a 
crowded place ; and obstructing one another. Turned are 
the tables ; Prisoners pouring out in floods ; Jailors, Moutons 
and the Tail of Robespierre going now whither they were 
wont to send 1 — The Hundred and thirty-two Nantese Re- 
publicans, whom we saw marching in irons, have arrived ; 
shrunk to Ninety-four, the fifth man of them choked by the 
road. They arrive : and suddenly find themselves not pleaders 
for life, but denouncers to death. Their Trial is for acquittal, 
and more. As the voice of a trumpet, their testimony sounds 
far and wide, mere atrocities of a Reign of Terror. For a 
space of nineteen days ; with all solemnity and publicity. 
Representative Carrier, Company of Marat ; Noyadings, Loire 
Marriages, things done in darkness, come forth into light : clear 
is the voice of these poor resuscitated Nantese ; and Journals, 
and Speech, and universal Committee of Mercy reverberate 
it loud enough, into all ears and hearts. Deputation arrives 
from Arras ; denouncing the atrocities of Representative 
Lebon. A tamed Convention loves its own life : yet what 
help ? Representative Lebon, Representative Carrier must 
wend towards the Revolutionary Tribunal ; struggle and delay 
as we will, the cry of a Nation pursues them louder and louder. 

Them also Tinville must abolish ; — if indeed Tinville himself 
be not abolished. 


We 
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fiOOK\ II We must note, moreover, Uie decrepit condition into vhieh 
n once omnipotent Sfother Society has fallen Legendre 
flung her kej*s on the Com’ention table, that Themudor night , 
her President was guillotined with Robespierre The once 
mightj 'Mother came, some time alter, with a subdued conn 
tenance, begging back her kej’s the kej's were restored her , 
but the stTMglli could not be restored her , the strength had 
departed for cw Alas, one’s day is done Yam that the 
Tribune in mid mr sounds as of old to the general ear it has 
become a horror, and even a weariness, Bj and bj, AflUiatidn 
IS prohibited the mightj ilolher sees hersdf suddenly child 
less , mourns ns so hoarse a Rachel maj 

The Revolutionary Committees, without Suspects to prey 
upon, pensh fast, ns it were, of famine. In Pans the old 
Fort} -eight of them are redact to Twela e , their Toiiy sous 
are abolished yet a little while, and Revolutionary Committees 
are no more Afenmum will be abolished , let Sansculottism 
find food ^>herc it can^ Neither is tlicre now any Muma 
palitj, nnj centre at the Townball Mayor Fleunot and 
Company iienshcd , whom we shall not be in haste to replace 
The Townhall remains m a broken submissive state, knows 
not well what it is growing to , knows onh that it is grown 
weak, and must obey WTiat if we should split Pans into, 
say, a Dozen separate Sfumcipalities , incapable of concert 1 
The Sections were thus render^ safe to net with • — or indeed 
might not the Sections tlicmseh’cs be abolished ? You had 
then merely \our Twelve manageable pacific Townships, with 
out centre or subdivision * and sacr^ right of Insurrection 
fell into abey ance 1 

So much IS getting abolished, fleeting swiftly into the 
Inane. For the Press speaks, and the human tongue. Jour- 
nals, heavy and light, m Philippic and Burlesque a renegade 
Friron, a renegade Prudhomme, loud they as ever, only the 
contrary way And Ci-drvinff show themselves, almost parade 
themselves , resuscitated as from death sleep , publish what 
death pains they have had The very Progs of the Marsh 
croak with emphasis. \our protesting Seventy three shall 
^th a struggle, be emitted out of Pnson back to their seats , 
your Bouvets, Isnards, Lanjumais, and wrecks of Girondism, 

> D«cewl<» 1T94 ^Xr^K^^rttr 97} 

* October 1795 (l>aUu« cm. 454-^)- ,, , 
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rccnllcd from their lmylofLs» anti eaves in Switzerland, will 
resume their place in tlic Convention : ' natural foes of Terror 1 
Tlicrmidorian Tallicns, ntid mere foes of Terror, rule in this 
Convention, and out of it. The compressed l^Iountain shrinks 
silent more and more. Modcratism rises louder and louder ; 
not ns a tempest-, with threateninps ; say rather, ns the rushing 
of a mighty organ-blast, and melodious deafening Force of 
Public Opinion, from the Twenty-five million windpipes of 
a Nation all in Committee of Mercy : wliich how shall any 
dctncljcd body of individuals withstand ? 


CnAPTEB 11 

I.A CAIUIU^S 

IIow, above all, shall a poor National Convention with- 
stand it? In this poor National Convention, broken, be- 
wildered by long terror, perturbations and fiuillotincmcnt, 
there is no Pilot, there is not now even a Danloti, who could 
undertake to steer yoti nnywlullicr, in such press of weather. 
The utmost a bewildered Convention can do, is to veer, and 
trim, and lr\’ to keep itself steady ; and rush, undrowned, 
before the v/irul. Needless to struggle; to fling helm a-lcc, 
and make Ifout ship ! A bewildered Convention sails not in 
the teeth of the wind ; but is rapidly blown round again. So 
strong is the wind, we say ; xuul so changed ; blowing fresher 
and fresher, ns from the sweet Southwest ; your devastating 
Northeasters, and wild Tornado-gusts of Terror, blown utterly 
out I All SansculolUc things arc jmssing away ; nil things 
arc becoming Culottic. 

Do btit look at Uic cut of clothes ; that light visible Result, 
significant of a thousand things which arc not so visible. In 
winter 1703, men went in red nightcap ; Municipals them- 
selves in sahots ; the very Citoyennes had to petition against 
such headgear. But now in this winter 1794, where is the 
red nightcap ? With the things beyond the Flood. Your 
moneyed Citoycn ponders in what most elegant style he shall 
dress himself ; whether he shall not even dress himself ns the 
Free Peoples of Antiquity. The more adventurous Citoyenne 

* /)n/v XiVu 3*39. 
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BOOKVII has already done it. Behold her, that beautiful fadrenturous 
1704-6 Citoyenne: in costume of the ancient Greeks, such Greek 
as Painter David could teach; her sweeping tresses snoodcd 
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by glittering antique fillet; bnght-dyed tunic of the Greek 
women; her little feet naked, as in Antique Statues, with 
mere sandals, and winding strings of nband, — defying the 
frost I 


There 
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There is such an ettervescence of Luxury. For your Emi- CHAP. II 
grant Ci-devants carried not their mansions and furnitures 1704-5 
out of the country with them ; but left them standing here : 
and in the swift changes of property, what with money coined 
on the Place de la Revolution, what with Army-furnishings, 
sales of Emigrant Domains and Church Lands and King’s 
Lands, and then with the Aladdin’s-lamp of Agio in a time of 
Paper-money, such mansions have found new occupants. Old 
wine, drawn from Ci-dcvant bottles, descends new throats. 

Paris has swept herself, relighted herself ; Salons, Soupers not 
Pratemal, beam once more with suitable effulgence, very 
singular in colour. The fair Cabarus has come out of Prison ; 
wedded to her rcd-gloomy Dis, whom they say she treats too 
loftily : fair Cabarus gives the most brilliant soirdes. Round 
her is gathered a new Republican Army, of Citoyennes in 
sandals ; Ci-devanis or other : what remnants soever of the 
old grace survive are rallied there. At her right-hand, in 
this cause, labours fair Josephine the Widow of Beauhamais, 
thougli in straitened circumstances : intent, both of them, to 
blandish-down the grimness of Republican austerity, and 
rechilise mankind. 

Rechnlisc, even ns of old they were civilised : by witchery 
of the Orphic fiddle-bow, and Euterpean rhythm ; by the 
Graces, by the Smiles ! Tliermidorian Deputies are there in 
those soirdes : Editor Frdron, Oraicur dti Peuple ; Barras, 
who has known other dances than the Carmagnole. Grim 
Generals of the Republic are there ; in enormous horse-collar 
neckcloth, good against sabre-cuts ; their hair gathered all into 
one knot, ' flowing down behind, fixed with a comb.* Among 
which latter do we not recognise, once more, that little bronze- 
complexioned Artillery-Officer of Toulon, home from the 
Italian Wars ! Grim enough ; of lean, almost cruel aspect : 
for he has been in trouble, in ill health ; also in ill favour, as 
a man promoted, deservingly or not, by the Terrorists and 
Robespierre Junior. But does not Barras know him ? Will 
not Barras speak a word for him ? Yes, — if at any time it 
will serve Barras so to do. Somewhat forlorn of fortune, for 
the present, . stands that Artillery-Officer ; looks, with those 
deep earnest eyes of his, into a future as waste as the most. 

Taciturn ; yet with the strangest utterances in him, if you 
awaken him, which smite home, like light or lightning ; — on 

the 
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BOOK VII the whole, rather dangerous ? A * dissocial ' man ? Dissodal 
ITIKM enough ; a natural terror and horror to all Phantasms, being 
lY.u'.j) jjjg genus Reality I He stands here, without work 



JOSEPHINE. 


or outlook, in this forsaken manner; — glances nevertheless, it 
would seem, at the kind glance of Josephine Beauhamais; 
and, for the rest, with severe countenance, with open eyes, and 
closed lips, waits what will betide. 

That 
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That the Balls, therelore, have a new figure this winter, we 
can see. Not Carmagnoles, rude ‘ whirlblasts of rags,’ as 
Mercier called them, ‘ precursors of storm and destruction * ; 
no, soft Ionic motions ; fit for the light sandal and antique 
Grecian timic 1 Efilorcscence of Luxury has come out : for 
men have wealth ; nay new-got wealth ; and under the Terror 
you durst not dance, except in rags. Among the innumerable 
kinds of Balls, let the hasty reader mark only this single one : 
the kind they call Victim Balls, Hals & Victime. The dancers, 
in choice costume, have all crape round the left arm : to be 
admitted, it needs that you be a Victime; that you have 
lost a relative under the Terror. Peace to the Dead ; let us 
dance to their memory 1 For in all ways one must dance. 

It is verj' remarkable, according to Mercier, under what 
varieties of figure this great business of dancing goes on. ‘ The 
women,’ says he, * arc Njunphs, Sultanas ; sometimes Minervas, 
Junes, oven Dianas. In lightly-uncrring gyrations they swim 
there ; with such earnestness of purpose ; with perfect silence, 
so absorbed arc they. Mliat is singular,’ continues he, ‘ the 
onlookers arc as it were mingled with the dancers ; form, as 
it were, a circumambient clement round the different contre- 
danccs, yet without deranging them. It is rare, in fact, that 
a Sultana in such circumstances experiences the smallest 
collision. Her pretty foot darts domi, an inch from mine; 
she is off again ; she is as a flash of light ; but soon the measure 
recalls her to the point she set out from. Like a glittering 
comet she travels her ellipse ; revohdng on herself, as by a 
double effect of gravitation and attraction.’ ^ Looking forward 
a little way, into Time, the some Mercier discerns Merveilleuses 
in ‘ flesh-coloured drawers ’ with gold circlets ; mere dancing 
Houris of an artificial Mahomet’ s-Paradise : much too Ma- 
hometan. Montgaillard, with his splenetic eye, notes a no less 
strange thing ; that every fashionable Citoyenne you meet is 
in an interesting situation. Good Heavens, every ? Mere 
pillows and stuffing I adds the acrid man ; — such in a time 
of depopulation by war and guillotine, being the fashion.' No 
further seek its merits to disclose. 

Behold also, instead of the old grim Tappe-durs of Robes- 
pierre, what new street-groups are these ? Young men habited 
not in black-shag Carmagnole spencer, but in superfine habit 

’ Mercier, Ai'ciweau Paris, iii. 138, 153. ’ Montgaillard, iv. 436-42. 
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book VJI carrf, or ipcncer vrilh rectnngular tell oppcnded to It , ‘ aquare- 
170*-* tailed coat,* vrith elegant anti guUlotinijh specjalty of collar , 
pfw't'j) • jjjjp plaited at the temples,' and knotted back, long 
flowing in military wise >oung men of what they call the 
Wiucadm or Dandj species 1 Friron, In his fondness names 
them Jeunessc Doric, Golden or Gilt Youth They have 
come out, these Gilt Youths In a kind of resusatated state, 
they wear crape round the left arm, such of tliem os were 
J'lciirw More, they carry clubs loaded with lead. In on 
angry manner any Tappe dur, or remnant of Jacobinism 
they ma> fall In with, shall fare the worse They have suffered 
much their fnends guillotined, their pleasures, frolics, 
superfine collars niUilcssl) repres^ ’ware now the base 
Nightcaps who did It I Folr Cabarus and the Army 
of Greek sandals smile approval In the ThWtre Feydeau, 
joung Valour In square-tailed coat ejes Beauty In Creek 
sandals, and kindles by her glances Down with Jacobinism I 
No Jacobin hymn or demonstration, only Thermidonan ones, 
shall be permitted here we beat down JacobImsra with clubs 
loaded with lead 

But Jet any one who fins examined the Dandy nature, how 
petulant it is, especially In the gregarious state, think what 
an element, m sacred right of Insurrection, this Gilt Youth 
wasl Broils and battery, war without truce or measure I 
Hateful IS Sansculottism os Death and Night For Indeed 
IS not the Dand> cuUoUc hahilator>, by law of existence, ‘ a 
cloth onimal , one that h\ cs, moves and has his being m cloth ’ t 

So goes it, Wnltzmg bickering, fair Cabarus, by Orphic 
witchery, struggling to recivilisc mankind Not unsuccessfully. 
We hear tVhat utmost Republican gnmness can resist Greek 
sandals m Ionic motion, the \ery toes covered with gold 
rings 7 ^ By degrees the indisputablest new pohtcness rises , 
grows with vigour And yet, whether, even to this day, 
that inexpressible tone of society known under the old Kings, 
when Sin had * lost all its deformity ' (with or without advan 
tage to us) and niry Nothing had obtained such a local habita 
Uon and establishment as she never had — be recovered ? Or 
even, whether it be not lost beyond itcovMy ? ^—Hither way, 
the world must contns c to struggle on 

illonletlUrd Mcrd«c (ubt topri) D«St»el Cnt tifrt/ »nf W ^ >0,^^ 

Chapter III 




QUIBERON 


429 


CHAPTER III 

QUIBEKON 

But, indeed, do not these long-flowing hair-queues of a 
Jcuncssc Dor6e in semi-military costume betoken, uncon- 
sciously, another still more important tendency ? The Republic, 
abhorrent of her Guillotine, loves her Army. 

And with cause. For, surely, if good fighting be a kind of 
honour, as it is in its season ; and be with the vulgar of men, 
even the chief land of honour ; then here is good fighting, in 
good season, if there ever was. These sons of the Republic, 
they rose, in mad wrath, to deliver her from Slavery and Cim- 
meria. And have they not done it ? Through Maritime 
Alps, tlurough gorges of Pyrenees, through Low Countries, 
Northward along the Rhine valley, far is Cimmeria hurled 
back from the sacred Motherland. Fierce as fire, they have 
carried her Tricolor over the faces of all her enemies ; — over 
scarped heights, over cannon-batteries, it has flown victorious, 
wnged with rage. She has * Eleven hundred-thousand 
fighters on foot,’ this Republic : ‘ at one particular moment 
she had,’ or supposed she had, ‘ Seventeen-hundred thousand.’ ^ 
Like a ring of lightning, they, volleying and {:a-zVa-ing, be- 
girdle her from shore to shore. Cimmerian Coalition of Des- 
pots recoils, smitten with astonishment and strange pangs. 

Such a fire is in these Gaelic Republican men ; high-blazing ; 
which no Coalition can wthstand 1 Not scutcheons, with 
four degrees of nobility ; but d-devant Sergeants, who have 
had to clutch Generalship out of the cannon’s throat, a Pichegru, 
a Jourdan, a Hoche lead them on. They have bread, they have 
iron ; ‘ with bread and iron you can get to China.’ — See Piche- 
gru’s soldiers, this hard winter, in their looped and windowed 
destitution, in their ‘ straw-rope shoes and cloaks of bast-mat,’ 
how they overrun Holland, like a demon-host, the ice having 
bridged all waters ; and rush shouting from victory to victory 1 
Ships in the Texel are taken by hussars on horseback : fled is 
York ; fled is the Stadtholder, glad to escape to England, 
and leave Holland to fraternise." Such a Gaelic fire, we say, 

* Toulongcon, Hi. c. 7 ; v, c. xo (p. 194). 

3 19th January 1795 (Montgaillard, iv. 287-311). 
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BOOKVU gangrene of La Vendie seems veritably extirpated. It has 
170W cost, M they reckon in round numbers, the lives of n Ilundrcd- 
(rtwt-i) ^jjousand fellow -mortals ; with noyadings, conllngratings by 
infernal column, which defy arithmetic. This is the La 
Vendde War.‘ 

Nay in few months, it does bunl-up once more, but once 
only blown upon by Pitt, by our Ci-devant Puisayc of 



CABOITDAI- 


Colvados, and others. In the month of July 1795, English 
SWps will ride in Quiberon roads. There will be debarkation 
of chivalrous Ci-devants, of volunteer Prisoners-ol-war — eager 
to desert ; of fire-arms. Proclamations, clothes-chests, Royalists 
and specie. 'Whereupon also, on the Republican side, there 
will be rapid stand-to-arms ; with ambuscade marclungs by 
Quvberon beach, at midnight ; storming of Fort Penthiivre ; 

' ffuUtrt Jt la CuttTt la t'tnJU, pir M te Comic it Vtttbul * 

Madant d* la Ktc^jafutUin, itc. 


war- 
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^VAr-lhun(^c^ mingling with the ronr of the nightly main ; and CHAP. Ill 
such a morning light ns has seldom dawned : debarkation 1701-6 
hurled back into its boats, or into the devouring billows, with 
wreck and wail ; — in one word, a Ci-devant Puisayc as totally 
ineffectual licrc os he was in Calvados, wlicn he rode from 
Vernon Castle without booLs.' 

Again, therefore, it has cost tlie lives of many a brave man. 

Among whom the whole world laments the brave Son of Som- 
breuil. Ill-fated family ! The father and younger son went 
to the guillotine ; the licroic daughter languishes, reduced to 
want, hides her woes from History : the elder son perishes 
here ; shot by military tribunal ns an Emigrant ; Hochc 
himself cannot save him. If all wars, civil and other, are 
misunderstandings, what a thing must right-understand- 
ing be 1 


CHAPTER IV 

I.IOX NOT DEAD 

The Convention, bonic on the tide of Fortune towards 
foreign Victor}', and driven by the strong wind of Public 
Opinion towards Clemency and Luxury, is rushing fast; all 
skill of pilotage is needed, and more than all, in sucli a velocity. 

Curious to see, how we veer and whirl, yet must ever whirl 
round again, and scud before the wind. If, on the one hand, 
we rc-ndmit the Protesting Seventy-three, we, on the other 
hand, agree to consummate the Apotheosis of Marat ; lift his 
body from the Cordeliers Church, and transport it to the Pan- 
theon of Great IMcn, — flinging out ^lirabcau to make room 
for him. To no purpose : so strong blows Public Opinion 1 
A Gilt Youthhood, in plaited hair-tresses, tears down his 
Busts from the Thtfitrc Feydeau ; tramples them under foot ; 
scatters them, with vociferation, into the Cesspool of Mont- 
martre.' Swept is his Chapel from the Place du Carrousel ; 
the Cesspool of Montmartre will receive his very dust. Shorter 
godliood had no divine man. Some four months in this Pan- 
theon, Temple of All the Immortals ; then to the Cesspool, 

* Dettx AmtSf tW, 94«Io6; Putsayc, Mimoires^ iu.-vii. 

* MeniUttr^ du 25 Scplcmbre 1794, du 4 Fivricr X795. 
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TOOK \ 11 pmntl ( t/xurr: r( utk} ^VorW ! * Ifj< IluUi #1 c«'* tir- 
ArfUl.lTfrjfljuot/rtlfJ to ftwjf ihwjwtiff* Jlftwem Tempi#* of Afl U' 
OD'I timm dI Ihr how are poor bs"ua 

CTfalurt-t whlHnl I 

rurthrnnorr ll c qiifAtion ftmr*. Wljrn will the foeiTL'a 
lion of A irv'y Mw, it I7M, come into oetJon? Contdente 
liffidi iurmUe, In nil prirorj, Ilut the tontUtut/on of Ar^lT 
three will nerrt cotn'* Into nctlon l/;t them Imiy Ih'-cnelTfi 
to ert rratlj- n iK-lter, 

Of, »p}n. where now nre tlw JaroWntT Chddlett. cos* 
derffpjt, (i% wc *aw, luil the mighty Jlniher; f:Tix\h\rz 
Ireth, 1 ut cfnpt) |^m«, njoilntt it trallo*oui ’nirmidmiJ) 
Conrcnlion and the nrrrml of things. Twice wm P!U^ 
ColJol «ml Ccmpifi) areturd in Convention, h> n I/eottlrr 
b> n I/'ptntlre j find the lecont! lime, U wm not voted cal-m 
nlont. Ihtlaud fwm the Jarolitn tnhtine wy** 

U not dfatl ; he Ji onij ilerplng * Tlwy a.tk him in Convea 
tJon, tHuit he meant hj the Awakenin;; of the hon ? Acd 
hieJcennjrt, of on rxtennve K>rt. nrowr In the raUisFgolite 
liftween Tapff dun «m! the Gift Vouthhood , cne* of ‘Ihnm 
wiUj the Jacohmi, the Jrtnvjwirw,' eojt/in meanmjj Jcotindfrtl 
TIic Tnhone In mid oir Rite battle jonndj oniwered onJ^ hy 
idenoe and uneertaln tpi«pt. Toll. wat. In Got eminent &>ci 
miltcev, of * aiiipemhni; * the Jaeohin Sesnonv Ifarfc, 

— It It In AUlnllow lime, or on the Ilnllowcic itself 
a-dtrant Novtmljcf, jnmr ooec named of Grace 1704 tad eve 
for Jacohmim, — vollej of «tonn dathinp Ihrougli our winco'^ 
with jin^yle and execration 1 The female Jaeohma, 
Trtcafiwes with knitting needles, lake flight , ore met at It 
doors hj a Gdt Vouthhootl and * mob of four thousand persona . 
Arc hootetl. flouted, Icustled , fustigated in n scandalous ' 

eohWoju re/mtM/(b And aanish In mere hysterics. - > 
ouh je male Jacobin*! Tlie mnle Jacobins Kdh out» 

Old) to battle, disaster and confusion So that ornied ^ 

has to inters me * nnd ngam on the morrow to intense; 
suspend the Jacobin Session for eser nnd n das t- 

the Jacobins, into mvisibiht> , in a storm of laughter and n 

Their Place is made a Normal School, Uie first of * 

It then Vanishes into a ‘Market of Thcrmldor Maui # 
a Jfarket of Saint Ifonor#, where is now peaceable chaBcn s 

* MmUftir, Sittmt 6^ lO-lj ^o»etr^bM ir<>«l iV»ryf«« *»* ^1® 
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for poultry and greens. The solemn temples, the great globe CHAP. IV 
itself ; the baseless fabric 1 Are not we such stuff, we and April l, 1795 
this world of oms, as Dreams are made of ? (Years, Germ.x 2 ) 

Maximum being abrogated, Trade was to take its own free 
course. Alas, Trade, shackled, topsyturvied in the way we 
saw, and now suddenly let-go again, can for the present take 
no course at all ; but only reel and stagger. There is, so to 
speak, no Trade whatever, for the time being. Assignats, 
long sinking, emitted in such quantities, sink now with an 
alacrity beyond parallel, ‘ Comhien ? ’ said one, to a Hackney- 
coachman, ‘ Wliat fare ? ’ ‘ Six thousand livres,’ answered 

he : some three hundred pounds sterling, in Paper-money.^ 

Pressure of Maximum withdrawn, the things it compressed 
likewise withdraw. * Two ounces of bread per day ’ is the 
modicum allotted : wide-waving, doleful are the Bakers* 

Queues ; Farmers’ houses are become pawnbrokers’ shops. 

One can imagine, in these circumstances, with what humour 
Sansculottism growled in its throat ‘ La Cdbarus ’ ; beheld Ci- 
devants return dancing, the Thermidor effulgence of recivilisa- 
tion, and Balls in flesh-coloured drawers. Greek tunics and 
sandals ; hosts of Mxiscadins parading, with their clubs loaded 
with lead ; — and we here, cast out, abhorred, ‘ picking offals 
from the street ’ ; ^ agitating in Baker’s Queue for our two 
ounces of bread ! Will the Jacobin lion, which they say is 
meeting secretly ‘ at the Archev^chd, in bonnet rouge with 
loaded pistols,’ not awaken ? Seemingly, not. Our Collot, our 
Billaud, Barr^re, Vadier, in these last days of March 1795, 
are found worthy of Deportation^ of Banishment beyond seas ; 
and shall, for the present, be trundled off to the Castle of Ham. 

The lion is dead ; — or writhing in death-throes ! 

Behold, accordingly, on the day they call Twelfth of Ger- 
minal (which is also called First of April, not a lucky day), 
how lively are these streets of Paris once more I Floods of 
hungry women, of squalid hungry men ; ejaculating, ‘ Bread, 
bread, and the Constitution of Ninety -three 1 ’ Paris has risen, 
once again, like the Ocean-tide ; is flowing towards the Tuileries, 
for Bread and a Constitution. Tuileries Sentries do their best ; 

* Mercier, ii. 94. (‘1st February 1796; at the Bourse of Paris, the gold louis,’ of 

20 francs in silver, * costs 5,300 francs in assignats.’ Montgaillard, iv. 419.) 

® Fantin Desodoards, Histoire dc la Rivtlution<i vii. c. 4. 
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P<kiK Vtl l>ut tt wrvf* not : tfi< Clk<ran't{<te Ifirtn nwny | tnun(Utc< 

1^(1 1 , Convtntlon lUlI |»oi»Hnff, * firtad Rrtd the Con* 

'“•■“"••'.mutton I • 

Unhspfiy Scnaton, nnhajjjty TfopTf, there f< ycl« ftfier »fl 
InJU and hroUf, no lirtad. no ConitUuUon. * Du pain, |hu 
lani dt lantt durovrt, ftrriuh not InjnU o( rAjIUmmUry 
f tof^ncnre I * »o waIW the >tfnad» of five yean »{ro 

and more: »o wall yt to thli hmjr. ConYcnUon, %Uh 
un»Urrfthte rtrtmlcnanrr, vUh »liat thought one kno»t not, 
twpa fl« Kal In thf» trade hotthng thaot t rinp ItJ itorTnd>en 
from the rAvifion of I'nliy. SeJdJon I^tpelleUrr, old FitUi 
SeinI Tft»r\at, ttho are of the money -than pfn;* ipe^et ; these 
and Gilt Youthhood Hy to the mnic t tweep chaoi forth 
aj^In. t*Uh lerrllM ttajonets. ratil l» decUml * In a llatc 
of ijfje.* rtchfgni, Cenquerm of Ifollaml, trho happens to 
he hfTT, i« named Comnundtnt, tiU the dUtur)>anc« end. lie. 
In one tUy so to tpeak, mdt It. AreompltdiM the traniftr 
of ItilUud, Collol and Company ; dlttlpatlng af! oppotjUcm 
‘ by two Cannon 'ihnU,* htank cannon -»hoti, and the terror of 
hit name ; and therrupon, announcing, with a luiconldtm 
which thould Imitated, * Hcpretentatim, jtjur deertr* are 
catculed,* * lays dotm fui CommandanUhip. 

TO* Ilcvolt of GcnnlnaJ, therefore, !ia* patted. hVc a rain 
ciy. Tlie rmonen ml lafc In Ham, wallin;* for thipi ; *ome 
ninc’hundrtd * chief TerrorfiU of Parlt * arc ditarmtil. S*n»* 
culottimi, awept forth with hayontl*, hat vanlthcif, wUh lU 
mitery, to the l>ottorrj of Saint* Antoine and .Salnl'Jforccao, 
— TTme wnt when U>her MallUrd with Hcnadt could alter 
the counc of I^cgltlalJon j Init that lime It not, Ijrgiihilion 
accm* to liave got hayonels ; Section I^epcDeller lake* It* fire* 
lock, not for u* 1 rrlifc to our dark dent { <nir try of 
hunger It called a Hot of Pill : the Saloon* glitter, the flesh 
coloured Drawer* RjTale a* licfore. It was for ‘ TAc Co5<inii,* 
then, and her Jfuieud/ns and Sfonc}'*chanpen that we fought ? 
It wa* for Hall* In flcah-eotoum! drawer* that we took Feodal- 
fim hy the heartl. and did and dared, ihcdding our blood like 
water t KxpretsiYe Silence, muse thou thdr praise I— 

• Sl'tac* it I J Gcr»i%il IT9S. 
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CHAPTER V 

I.ION SPRAM’IJKG its last 

llLpaESENTATiVE Carrier went to the Guillotine, in December 
Inst ; protesting that he acted by orders. The Revolutionary 
Tribunal, after all it has devoured, has now only, as Anarchic 



tilings do, to devour itself. In the early days of May, men 
sec a remarkable thing: Fouquier-Tinville pleading at the 
Bar once his own. He and liis chief Jurjonen, Leroi August- 
Tenth, Juryman Vilate, a Batch of Sixteen; pleading hard, 
protesting that they acted by orders : but pleading in vain. 
Thus men break the axe with^which they have done hateful 
things; the axe itself having grown hateful. For the rest, 
Fouquier died hard enough : ‘ Where are thy Batches ? ’ 

howled 


CHAP. V 
1705 

(Vcxrj) 



vr.NM>nMiAnu : 

-.* Huh^ry Mnarf.V tjtkul rottntiitr, *h 

«i*lr*4 w»*iUr;r tii^rn ? * 

*** lU'-irV*!'.* iVntjIfT; jnr« trtii m otJjrr Altorrey* ami 

Iaw ifss'f-*. Itlilrh I irx ravmo^u oti tMi lUftti, « well known 
I'ail* i{ htnsn rvAUjrrj i»n«l now Uv<rti nrt *n«l mmibttl 
»Kr n^fiX fmaflaJV Allomr) lhal evrt Idftl Hfwl htintrt! 
}n rfrprt Alf I rpf, In Oilt tfrnrilHal Counr of T»mf, 
lV*r ww %n u htx ,U^Uf of Atlftmrylfn ; tlif 1IrA^^n• hjuf 
»»1 1. I#t iVfT nn Inramatbo, rvol ilivbf, of ihe venatory 
Attftfr^ *;fnt wMrh kirfn Ih rye t>n Ifje fiotwl onlyj-dnd 
f \ tK't WM I*. I avl tK^y fare atfp'nryt*! It in Ita ttim. V«nUh. 

ratrjrd of AHofneyitm j who nt 

wrtl ffil ft* otljfT Attnfnfyi. ftnd loo hunjry loni 
of Adimf Jttfym**! ^ dale hju! »!rirm hanl hr hV, ftnd 
ft.* ' iVtf, fn-n I U iViirrn, nn in;:^icuf Ifoofc, not unknown 
lo «i; fyl it wp*jM rot **eafli hr *I*o had to rftnijhi «n<l 
ill* fh IWi of l}>* AVerrt Ccu.trt ef full of 1 rt, 

wt»h of tfBlh in it «n*!:*otirrfftMc othenriv/*, I* nlj 

lh»l ittnam* of I Im, 

llrro'nUoeary Tnlional K»< if'nie; Irul vcnpcftHce hm not 
i! >rr, Hrj^TwoUtlrr I>:l«on. »ffrr loo;* ilrufxlmp, h handwl 
pvtT to Hr* o'Uirafy fj*w CtKtrii, untl hy Ihetn jjuifiolirft/, 
N*/ ftl l.ym* ftod rJ*rwliefT, mu*olftlr«l Mwlcralitm, In lU 
TTogr^ft-rr, will rot »»li I lie »!ow pTwra’i of Ijiw ; hut tunt) 
Hlo the IVtww*** *rtt r*c to the i*n«on* ; Irumi lomr ihrte* 
arnro irrpfJ*onf«l Jaml {"t to tltrr dfAlh, or chokn H-ffn * wjHi 
iKr ^•-oVf of »lr»w.* Tl^r |^* vmtrtful Inicuicnt * Co»npanIn 
ef Joint,* * Ccfnpanir* of the Sun * { tlajinj* JftcoWniwn ^ktr- 
rtrr thry r»rot with Hi finpns H Irlo the Illione-ftre*m ; 
wKIfh tno't* leftwimi a hemd eftrsn.* llTierettpon, 
ftl Toulrn. Jamlrnlirn nwa in rtvoU j ami Ii like to Kang the 
N'jillaiwl nrymmlftllvet — Wlh ttifli nclitm and rrartfon, fs 
fiol Ii fWT SftHonfti Contentjon l^rd IjcaleAtl T It l« tike the 
•eltfrment of wliwfi and wateri. of *rft« long tomaJo-healen f 
arJ gw Pn with jumhle and wlih Jaagte Ko« flung ftfoft. 
now ftmV. in Imugh of ihe »ra, ymir V«*el of the HepuMic h^* 
neetl of »n pitotagr nfui more. 

IVhftt rarfinment tfut rrtr *at imdrr the Sfoon h*d nich a 
irrie* of tiHlInlre ai IhH National Con\enlJon of France f It 
rame tegrther to make the Constitution ; and Instead of that, 

• )» A»«tMrss» 




•I \ M'On VM x(utu 1 —vjvf, t.A vir,!’ 
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it has had to make nothing but destruction and confusion : to CHAP* 
burn-up Catholicisms, Aristocratisms ; to worship Reason and 1705 
dig Saltpetre ; to fight Titanically with itself and with the 
whole world. A Convention decimated by the guillotine ; 
above the tenth man has bowed his neck to the axe. Which 
has seen Carmagnoles danced before it, and patriotic strophes 
sung amid Church-spoils ; the wounded of the Tenth of August 
defile in handbarrows ; and, in the Pandemonial Midnight, 
figalitd’s dames in tricolor drink lemonade, and spectrum of 
Siey6s mount, saying, Death sans phrase. A Convention which 
has effervesced, and which has congealed ; which has been red 
with rage, and also pale with rage ; sitting wth pistols in its 
pocket, drawing sword (in a moment of effervescence) : now 
storming to the four winds, through a Danton-voice, Awake, 

0 France, and smite the tju’ants ; now frozen mute under its 
Robespierre, and answering his dirge-voice by a dubious gasp. 
Assassinated, decimated ; stabbed at, shot at, in baths, on 
streets and staircases ; which has been the nucleus of Chaos. 

Has it not heard the chimes at midnight ? It has deliberated, 
beset by a Hundred-thousand armed men ynth artillery-furnaces 
and provision-carts. It has been betocsined, bestormed ; over- 
flooded by black deluges of Sansculottism ; and has heard the 
shrill cry. Bread and Soap. For, as we say, it was the nucleus 
of Chaos : it sat as the centre of Sansculottism ; and had 
spread its pavilion on the waste Deep, where is neither path 
nor landmark, neither bottom nor shore. In intrinsic valour, 
ingenuity, fidelity, and general force and manhood, it has 
perhaps not far surpassed the average of Parliaments ; but in 
frankness of purpose, in singularity of position, it seeks its 
fellow. One other Sansculottic submersion, or at most two, 
and this wearied vessel of a Convention reaches land. 

Revolt of Germinal Twelfth ended as a vain cry ; moribund 
Sansculottism was swept back into invisibility. There it has 
lain moaning, these six weeks : moaning, and also scheming. 
Jacobins disarmed, flung forth from their Tribune in mid-air, 
must needs try to help themselves, in secret conclave under 
ground. Lo therefore, on the First day of the month Frairial^ 

20th of May 1795, sound of the g6n6rale once more ; beating 
sharp ran-tan. To arms. To arms ! 

Sansculottism has risen, yet again, from its death-lair ; 

waste. 
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LION SPRAWLING ITS LAST Ml 


And so it billows free through all Corridors ; within and CHAP. V 
without, iar as the eye reaches, nothing but Bedlam, and the 20 , 1796 

great Deep broken loose I President Boissy d'Anglas sits 
a rock ; the rest of the Convention is floated ‘ to the upper 
benches ’ ; Sectioners and Gendarmes still ranking there to 
form a kind of wall for them. And Insurrection rages ; rolls 
its drums ; wll read its Paper of Grievances, will have this 
decreed, will have that. Covered sits President Boissy ; 
unyielding ; like a rock in the beating of seas. They menace 
him, level muskets at him, he yields not j they hold up Fdraud’s 
bloody head to him, with grave stem air he bows to it, and 
yields not. 

And the Paper of Grievances cannot get itself read for up- 
roar ; and the drums roll, and the throats bawl ; and In- 
surrection, like sphere-music, is inaudible for very noise : 

Decree us this. Decree us that. One man we discern bawling 
‘ for the space of an hour at all intervals,' ‘ Je demande Varresta- 
tion des coqttins et des Idches’ Really one of the most com- 
prehensive Petitions ever put up ; which indeed, to this hour, 
includes all that you can reasonably ask Constitution of the 
Year One, Rotten-Borough, Ballot-Box, or other miraculous 
Political Ark of the Covenant to do for you to the end of the 
world I I also demand arrestment of the Knaves and Dastards, 
and nothing more whatever. — ^National Representation, deluged 
with black Sansculottism, glides out ; for help elsewhere, for 
safety elsewhere ; here is no help. 

About fom in the afternoon, there remain hardly more 
than some Sixty Members : mere friends, or even secret leaders ; 
a remnant of the Mountain-crest, held in silence by Thermi- 
dorian thraldom. Now is the time for them ; now or never 
let them descend, and speak ! They descend, these Sixty, 
invited by Sansculottism : Romme of the New Calendar, 

Ruhl of the Sacred Phial, Goujon, Duquesnoy, Soubrany, and 
the rest. Glad Sansculottism forms a ring for them ; Romme 
takes the President's chair ; they begin resolving and decreeing. 

Fast enough now comes Decree after Decree, in alternate brief 
strains, or strophe and antistrophe, — ^what -will cheapen bread, 
what will awaken the dormant lion. And at every new decree, 
Sansculottism shouts ‘ Decreed, decreed ! ’ and rolls its drums. 

Fast enough ; the work of months in hours, — ^when see, a 
Figure enters, whom in the lamp-light we recognise to be 

Legendre j 
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IWM)K vii lAjr, nlth luch ilcafenlng JuWUUon »t>il di»ltArmony ot funml* 
rtw *””® hjiW-<wh«y or $o 

iloct one Jjcfio to lr«m c featly vhy ll rvrr wm iillrc. 

And yrl a rnfftnlnc Uy In Iti Sftnimloltitm rrrily wmi 
ftllvr, A Ncw.tllrtl» of Tiwi* j n»y U »ti!l lirn, Ami It not tlead 
Imt fhflnjfrd. The #<*ul of 1 1 tilll Iivm ; ttUl vorVa far and 



RtlMMr. 

wide, thttnigh one bodily ihapc Into Another leu emoiphous, 
A« li the way ot tunning Time with til* Xew-Birthj : — till. In 
lome petfetted thape, it embrace the whole dmiit of the 
world 1 Tor the wite man may now ercrywhere discern that 
he must found on his manhood, not on the garnitures of his 
manhood, Ife who, in these Epochs of our Europe, foun<M 
on jramUurcs, formulas, eulottisms of what sort soever, is 
founding on old cloUi and sheepskin, and cannot 
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But as for the body of Sansculottism, that is dead and buried, 
— and, one hopes, need not reappear, in primary amorphous 
shape, for another thousand years. 

It was the frightfulest thing ever born of Time ? One of 
the frightfulest. This Convention, now grown Anti- jacobin, 
did, with an eye to justify and fortify itself, publish Lists of 
what the Reign of Terror had perpetrated : Lists of Persons 
Guillotined. The Lists, cries splenetic Abb6 Montgaillard, 
were not complete. They contain the names of, How many 
persons thinks the Reader ? Two-thousand, all but a few. 
There were above Pour-thousand, cries Montgaillard : so many 
were guillotined, fusilladed, noyaded, done to dire death ; of 
whom Nine-hundred were women.^ It is a horrible sum of 
htunan lives, M. rAbb6 : — some ten times as many shot rightly 
on a field of battle, and one might have had his Glorious- 
Victory with Te-Veum. It is not far from the two-hundredth 
part of what perished in the entire Seven-Years War. By 
which Seven-Years War, did not the great Fritz wrench Silesia 
from the great Theresa; and a Pompadour, stung by epi- 
grams, satisfy herself that she could not be an Agn^s Sorel ? 
The head of man is a strange vacant sounding-shell, M. TAbb^ ; 
and studies Cocker to small purpose. 

But what if History somewhere on this Planet were to hear 
of a Nation, the third soul of whom had not, for thirty weeks 
each year, as many third-rate potatoes as would sustain him ? ^ 
History, in that case, feels bound to consider that starvation 
is starvation ; that starvation from age to age presupposes 
much; History ventmes to assert that the IVench Sanscu- 
lotte of Ninety-three, who, roused from long death-sleep, could 
rush at once to the frontiers, and die fighting for an immortal 
Hope and Faith of Deliverance for him and his, was but the 
^econd-miserablest of men ! The Irish Sans-potatoi had he 
not senses, then, nay a soul ? In his frozen darkness, it was 
bitter for him to ie famishing ; bitter to see his children 
famish. It was bitter for him to be a beggar, a liar and a 
knave. Nay, if that dreary Greenland-wind of benighted 
Want, perennial from sire to son, had frozen him into a kind 
of torpor and numb callosity, so that he saw not, felt not, — 
was this, for a creature with a soul in it, some assuagement ; 
or the cruelest wretchedness of all ? 

^ Report of the Irish Poor-Law Commissiotty 1836. 

Such 
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' Montgaillard, iv. 241. 



vnNDf.MjAjnij 


\ It Uj!i ftmaln* {mhVUaWe, that I’Jffttnfc U plcatant. Ari%tocrftc7 
tT>» pt rni(I«1 rarrlimmt luti patwl avray with n mljflay ntihlngj 
unt! tK)w, Jty n natuml m>rvr, vc arrive at Ariiloeracy of the 
Mpnryl*»j, It li the eotirw* llirwigh which all Earopcan 
KrtdctiM arr, at thli travcIHn];. ApparmlJr a iUIl 

havr »ort of AriitocfacT' ? Ati InfinUcly hanr j ihe U*mI 
jrcl known. 

In wMf.h, howerer, Ih^'re {« tMi aclva«ta;:r, that, file An- 
archy itKtf, it rannol cxytitlnuc. ira»t llwu ronrWcml how 
Tlwghl h flrnogcr than Artll!ct)<park«, ami (were It fifty 
>rar» aflrr ctralh anti martj'niotn, or were It two Uiouiand 
jrar*) wntr* ami tinwrilr* Arta of I’afliamcnt, femoTM moon- 
talfii j mod tit the World like aofl clay ? Alto how the hepn- 
htn^ of all Thmjght, worth the name, {t I>jvc ; and U^c wise 
head nrrrr yrt wtii, wllJjorjt flnt the j^cnerou* heart T The 
Ucarm* ceaje not thrir Ixjtmty { they lend ui ifcnerooi heartj 
Into every iJcneraUon. Ami now what Rcncroui heart can 
pretend to Iticlh or W hoodwinked Into Ijchevinjf, that Loyalty 
to U»c Xloncy^^K ® nohle Ix>}'Ally t Mammon, cries the 
Kcnrnmi heart out of alt a|ret and countries. Is the basest of 
known Cotlt. even of known Devil*. In him what Rlory Is 
there, that ye sliotih! wonhip him T No plory discernible ; 
not even terror : at ijot, detcstahilily, ni-malehed with despica- 
btlily 1— Generous hearts, diserminp on this hand, wide-jpread 
Wrttcbfilneis, dark without and within, moistening Its ounce- 
and half of breml with lean : and, on that hand, mere Balls 
In ncsh-toloorcd drawm, and inane or foul glitter of fuch lort, 
—cannot Irtit ejaculate, cannot but announce : Too much, 
O divine Mammon ; somewhat loo much t— The voice of these, 
once announcing Itself, tarries fiat and ptTtoi In It, for all things 
here below. 

Meanwhile wt will Kale Anarchy as Death, which it Is; 
and the tilings worse than Anarchy shall lie hated norc. Surely 
IVacc alone Is fnilUuh Anarchy Is destruction; a burning 
«P. wy, of Shams and InsupportablliUes ; but which leaves 
Vacanc)* l>chind. Know this also, that out of a world of tfn- 
wise rvnthlng hut an. Unmsdom caxi he made. Arrange ^ 
const! tuUon-bulld It, lift It through ballot -lioxcs as thou w^ 

It It and remains an Unsriidoro,— the new prey of new quacks 
and unclean things, the latter end of It slightly better than 
the beginning. ^V'ho can bring a wise thing out of tttcn tui~ 
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wise ? Not one. And so Vacancy and general Abolition 
having come for this France, what can Anarchy do more ? 
Let there be Order, were it under the Soldier’s Sword ; let 
there be Peace, that the bounty of the Heavens be not spilt ; 
that what of Wisdom they do send us bring fruit in its season I 
— It remains to be seen how the quellers of Sansculottism 
were themselves quelled, and sacred right of Insurrection 
was blown away by gunpowder ; wherewith this singular 
eventful History called French Revolution ends. 

The Convention, driven such a course by wild wind, wild 
tide, and steerage and non-steerage, these three years, has be- 
come weary of its own existence, sees all men weary of it ; 
and \vishes heartily to finish. To the last it has to strive 
with contradictions : it is now getting fast ready with a Con- 
stitution, yet knows no peace. Siey^s, we say, is making the 
Constitution once more ; has as good as made it. Warned 
by experience, the great Architect alters much, admits much. 
Distinction of Active and Passive Citizen, that is, Money- 
qualification for Electors ; nay Two Chambers, * Council of 
‘Ancients,’ as well as ‘ Council of Five-hundred ’ ; to that 
conclusion have we come ! In a like spirit, eschewing that 
fatal self-denying ordinance of your Old-Constituents, we 
enact not only that actual Convention Members are re-eligible, 
but that Two-thirds of them must be re-elected. The Active 
Citizen Electors shall for this time have free choice of only 
One-third of their National Assembly. Such enactment, of 
Two-thirds to be re-elected, we append to our Constitution ; 
we submit our Constitution to the Townships of France, and 
say. Accept bothy or reject both. Unsavoury as this appendix 
may be, the Townships, by overwhelming majority, accept and 
ratify. With Directory of Five ; with Two good Chambers, 
double-majority of them nominated by ourselves, one hopes 
this Constitution may prove final. March it will ; for the legs 
of it, the re-elected Two-thirds, are already here, able to march. 
Sieyfes looks at his paper-fabric with just pride. 

But now see how the contumacious Sections, Lepelletier 
foremost, kick against the pricks. Is it not manifest infraction 
of one’s Elective Franchise, Rights of Man, and Sovereignty 
of the People, this appendix of re-electing your Two-thirds ? 
Greedy tyrants, who would perpetuate yourselves ! — For the 

VOL. II. . 2 F truth 
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IVlicrciipon the whole Forty-thousand join this Lcpcllcticr CHAP. VII 
which cannot be vanquished : to wliat hand shall a quaking 170^ 
Convention now turn ? Our poor Convention, after such 
voyaging, just entering harbour, so to speak, has struck on the 
bar; — and labours there frightfully, W’ith breakers roaring 
round it, Forty-thousand of them, like to wash it, and its 
Sicyiis Cargo and the whole future of France, into the deep ! 

Yet one last time, it struggles, ready to perish. 

Some call for Barras to be made Commandant ; he con- 
quered in Thermidor. Some, what is more to the purpose, 
bethink them of the Citizen Buonaparte, unemployed Artillery- 
Officer, who took Toulon. A man of head, a man of action : 

Barras is named Commandant’s-Cloak ; this young Artillery- 
Olficcr is named Commandant. lie was in the Gallery at the 
moment, and heard it ; he withdrew, some half-hour, to con- 
sider with himself : after a hnlf-liour of grim compressed con- 
sidering, to be or not to be, he anwers Yea, 

And now, a man of head being at ibc centre of it, the whole 
matter gels vital. Swift, to Camp of Subions ; to secure the 
Artillery, there arc not twenty men guarding it ! A swift Adju- 
tant, Murat is the name of him, gallops ; gets thither some 
minutes within time, for Lcpcllcticr was also on march that 
way : the Cannon arc ours. And now beset this post, and 
beset that ; rapid and firm : at Wicket of the Louvre, in Cul- 
de-sac Dauphin, in Rue Sainl-IIonor6, from Pont-Ncuf all 
along the north Quays, southward to Pont ci-devani Royal, — 
rank round the Sanctuary of the Tuilcrics, a ring of steel dis- 
cipline ; let every gunner have his match burning, and all men 
stand to their arms I 

Thus there is Permanent-session through the night; and 
thus at sunrise of the morrow, there is seen sacred Insurrection 
once again : vessel of State labouring on the bar ; and tumul- 
tuous sea all round her, beating QinhaJe^ arming and sound- 
ing, -^not ringing tocsin, for we have left no tocsin, but our 
own in the Pavilion of Unity. It is an imminence of ship- 
WTeck, for the wdiolc wwld to gaze at. Frightfully she labours, 
that poor ship, wthin cable-length of port ; huge peril for her. 

However, she has a man at the helm. Insurgent messages, 
received and not received ; messenger admitted blindfolded ; 
counsel and counter-counsel : the poor ship labours ! — ^Ven- 
ddmiaire 18th, year 4 : curious enough, of all days, it is the 

5th 
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noOKVIl filh dfty of October, annivcrwiry of lliat Mcnad-marcb, iix 
iiM years ; by Kicretl ri^bt of ItnurrccUon we nrc got thus far, 
LcpellcUcr !m* scltcd the Church of SftlnldloeU } bos seized 
tJie l’ont*Ncuf, our piquet there retreating wiUiout fire. Stray 
shoLs fall from I,ci)eUclicr ; mtllc down on the vciy Tullciies 
Stoircase. On the other hand, women advance dislievelletl, 
siiricking, Peace ; I,epellcllcr Ijclilnd them waving bis bat In 
sign that we shall fraternise. Steady 1 Tlic Artiller^'-Offlcer 


KAPOLEOK, 



is steady os bronze ; can, if we neeil, be quick as lightning. 
He sends eight-hundred musVets with ball-cartridges to the 
Convention itself; honourable Hfembcrs shall act with these 
in case of extremity : whereat they look grave enough. Four 
of the afternoon is struck.* LepcIlcUer, making nothing by 
Tutssengers, by iratemity or \int-wa\ing, bursts out, dong the 
Southern Quai Voltaire, along streets and passages, treble- 
quick, in huge veritable onslaught 1 Wicreupon, thou bronze 
Artillery-Omcer — ? ‘ Fire 1 * say the bronze lips. And roar 


Ahmt/mr, SHtueda $ Ottobie 1795 


and 
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and thunder, roar and again roar, continual, volcano-like, goes CHAP. Vii 
his great gun, in the Cul-dc-sac Dauphin against the Church 1705 
ol Saint-Roch ; go his great guns on the Pont-Royal ; go all 
his great guns ; — blow to air some two-hundred men, mainly 
about the Cliurch of Saint-Roch 1 Lcpellctier cannot stand 
such horse-play ; no Sectioner can stand it ; the Forty-thousand 
yield on all sides, scour towards covert. ‘ Some hundred or so 
ol them gathered about the 'Xhdfitre de la Rdpublique ; but,’ 
says he, ‘ a few shells dislodged them. It was all finished at six.’ 

Tlic Ship is over the bar, then ; free she bounds shoreward 
— amid shoviting and vivats I Ciioyen Buonaparte is ‘ named 
General of the Interior,’ bj' acclamation ’ ; quelled Sections 
have to disann in such humour as they may ; sacred right of 
Insurrection is gone for ever I The Sieyds Constitution can 
disembark itself, and begin marching. The miraculous Con- 
vention Ship has got to land ; — and is there, shall we figuratively 
say, changed, as Epic Ships arc wont, into a Icind of Sea Nytnph, 
never to sail more ; to roam the waste Azure, a Miracle in 
History 1 

* It is false,’ says Napoleon, ‘ that we fired first with blank 
charge ; it had been a waste of life to do that.’ Most false : 
the firing was with sharj) and sharpest shot : to all men it was 
plain that here was no sport ; the rabbets and plinths of Saint- 
Roch Church show splintered by it to this hour. — Singular : 
in old Broglie’s time, six years ago, this Whiff of Grapeshot 
was promised ; but it could not be given then ; could not 
have profited then. Now, however, the time is come for it, 
and the man ; and behold, you have it ; and the thing we 
specifically call French Rcvolttlion is blown into space by it, 
and become a thing that was I — 


CHAPTER VIII 

riNj.s 

Ilonmn’s Epos, it is remarked, is like a Bas-Relief sculp- 
ture : it docs not conclude, but merely ceases. Such, indeed, 
is the Epos of Universal History itself. Directorates, Con- 
sulates, Emperorships, Restorations, Citizen-Kingships succeed 
this Business in due series, in due genesis one out of the other. 

Nevertheless 


HOOK \ It 
Ort.8 !“*« 

0*M« 
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NocrthclcM the Tint pArcnt of all ttiMe mn> l>c taid to lia>e 
pone to wr In the wa> we jtcc A IJalxruf Insurrection, next 
jear, wjU die In the birth , stiHetl bj tlic SoMicrj A Senate, 
If tinged with nojahsm can lie purgetl bj the Soldiery, and 
an lightecnlb of Fniclidor transacted by the mere show of 
bajoncls* Xnj Soldiers* bn)oncts can lie used & porfmori 
on a Senate, and make it leap out of window, —still blood 
less ; and protlucc an 1 ighteenth of Urumaire * Such changes 
must happen but thej arc managed bj intngumgs, caballtngs, 
and then bj onlcrlj ssord of command , almost like mere 
changes of ^fmistry 
Not In general by sacr^ 
nghtof Insurrection but 
bj milder methods prow 
inp escr milder, shall 
the events of Ircnch 
History !)C henceforth 
brought to pass. 

It is admitted that 
this Directorate, winch 
owned at Its storting 
these three things, an 
* old table, a sheet of 
paper, and nn Inkbottle,* 
and no sastble monej or 
arrangement whatever,* 
did wonders that 
GnacHts CAnatt France, since the Reign 

of Terror hushed itself, 
has been a new France, awakened like a giant out of torpor , 
and has gone on, m the Internal Life of it, with continual 
progress As for the External form end forms of Life, 
what can we saj, except that out of the Eater there comes 
Strength , out of the Unwise there comes not t^sdom 1 — 
Simms arc burnt up , nay, what as j ct is the peculianlj of 
France, the scry Cant of them is burnt up Tlie new Realities 
are not jet come ah no only Phantasms Paper models, 
tentative Prefigurements of such 1 In France there are now 

* Mm U*r da 4 StjSfniVite 1797 

* 9th Normibst 1799 (Ci»«jrA» xrii, I 96}. 

* BiUItBl jEjra»»/a trt/tfiu Jei CmJtMratuMi A i/iu. At/ U. *75. 
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Four Million Landed Proi)ertics ; that black portent of an CHAP. VIII 
Agrarian Law is, as it were, realised. What is still stranger, Oct. 6, 1796 
we undcnsland all Frcnclimen have ‘the right of duel' ; the 
ilaclcncy-coachman wth the Peer, if insult be given ; sueh 
is the law of Public Opinion. Equality at least in death ! 

The Form of Government is by Citizen King, frequently shot 
ut, not yet shot. 

On the whole, therclorc, has it not been fulfilled what was 
prophesied, c.v jioslfacto indeed, by the Arch-quaek Cagliostro, 
or another ? lie, ns he looked in rapt vision and amazement 
into these things, thus spake : ^ ‘ Ila 1 W^iat is this ? Angels, 

Uriel, Anachicl, and ye other Five ; Pentagon of Rejuven- 
escence ; Power that destroyedst Original Sin ; Earth, Heaven, 
and thou Outer Limbo, which men name Hell 1 Does the 
EMrmr. or Impostuhe waver ? Burst there, in starry sheen, 
updnrting. Light-rays from out of Us dark foundations ; as it 
rocks and heaves, not in travail-throes but in death-throes ^ 

Yen, Light-rays, piercing, clear, that salute the Heavens, — ^lo, 
they }ci 7 uUr it ; their starry clearness becomes as red Hellfire 1 

‘ iMrosTuni: is in flames, Imposture is burnt up : one red . 
sea of Fire, wild-billowing, enwraps the World ; rrith its fire- 
longue licks nt the very Stars. Thrones are hurled into it, 
and Dubois Mitres, and Prcbcndal Stalls that drop fatness, 
and— ha t what .sec I ?— nil the Gigs of Creation : all, all 1 
Wo is me 1 Never since Pharaoh’s Chariots, in the Red Sea 
of water, was there wreck of Wheel-vehicles like tliis in the 
Sen of Fire. Desolate, ns ashes, as gases, shall they wander 
in the wind. 

'Higher, higher yet flames the Fire-Sea; crackling with 
new dislocated timber ; hissing with leather and prunella. 

The metal Images arc molten; the marble Images become 
mortar-lime ; the stone Mountains sulkily explode. Respecta- 
DiLiTV, with all her collected Gigs inflamed for funeral pyre, 
wailing, leaves the Earth: not to return save imder new 
Avatar. Imposture how it burns, through generations ; how 
it is burnt up ; for a time. The World is black ashes ; 
winch, ah, when will they grow green ? The Images all run 
into amorphous Corinthian brass ; all Dwellings of men de- 
stroyed ; the very mountains peeled and riven, the valleys 

> Diamond Ntdla<e (Carlyle’s hlisctUanits). 

black 
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nook Ml black nml dead • it is nn empty World 1 Wo to them that 

shall be bom then I A King, a Queen (ah me I) vrere hurled 

*“* dul rustic once; flew aloft, crackling, hke paper scroll 

Iscanot Cgalit6 stos Imrlcil in ; thou gnm Dc Launay, with 
thy gnm liistille; srholc kindrctls and peoples; flsc millions 
of muluallj dcslro> Ing Men For it is the End of the dominion 
of liiposTUar (which is Darkness and opaque Fire-damp); 
and the burning up, with unquenchable Arc, of all the Gigs 
that are in the Ijirlh ’ This Propheej , we sa} , has it not been 
fulflllcd, is it not fulfilling 7 

And so here, O Header, has the lime come for us two to 
part. Toilsome was our joumcjing logcUicr; not without 
offence ; but it is done To me thou srert as a IkIos cd shade, 
the disembodied or not }ct embodied spmt of a Drothcr. To 
thee 1 was but os a Voice. Yet sros our relation a kind of sacred 
one; doubt not that I For whatsoeser once aacred things 
become hollow jargons, >ct while the Voice of Afan speaks 
with Man, hast thou not there the hsnng fountain out of which 
all snerednesses sprang, and will > ct spnng 7 l^Ian, !]> the nature 
of him, is definable ns * an incarnated Word ' 111 stands it 
With me if 1 liase spoken fa1sc1> thine also it was to hear 
trulj. Farewell 




CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

[Drnwii-up by 'Philo/ for Edition 1857.] 


I.— THE BASTILLE 
{May loth, 1774— Oc?o&er 6th, 1789.) 

1774. 

Louis xv. dics^ nt Vcrsnillcs^ May lOfht 1774; of small-pox^ after a short ill- 
ness : Great-grandson of Louis xiv. ; age then G4 ; in the 69th year of his 
nominal ^ reign.* Retrospect to 1774: sad decay of ^Realised Ideals,' secular 
and sacred. Scenes about Louis xv.’s deathbed. Scene of the Noblesse enter- 
ing, 'with a noiso liko thunder,* to do homage to the new King and Queen. 
New King, Louis xvi., was his predecessor's Grandson; age then near 20, — 
born August 23d, 1764. Now Queen was Marie-Antoinette, Daughter (8th 
daughter, 12th child) of the great Empress Maria-Theresa and her Emperor 
Francis (originally 'Duke of Lorraine,' but with no territory there); her age at 
this time was under 19 (born Movemher 2d, 1766). Louis and she were wedded 
four years ago {M'ay lOth, 1770 ) ; but had as yet no children ; — none till 1778, 
when their first was born ; n Daughter known long afterwards as Duchess 
d’Angouleme. Two Sons followed, who wore successively called 'Dauphin*; 
but died both, the second in very miserable circumstances, while still in boy- 
hood, Their fourth and last child, a Daughter (1786), lived only 11 months. 
These two were now King and Queen, piously reckoning themselves ' too young 
to reign.' 

December lG^fi, 1773, Tea, a celebrated cargo of it, had been flung out in the 
harbour of Boston, Massachusetts : June 7th, 1776, Battle of Bunker's Hill, 
first of the American War, is fought in the same neighbourhood, — far 
over seas. 

1774-1783. 

Change of Administration. Maurepas, a man now 73 years old and of great 
levity, is appointed Prime-Minister ; Vergennes favourably known for his 
correct habits, for his embassies in Turkey, in Sweden, gets the Department of 
Foreign Aifairs. Old Parlement is reinstated ; ' Parlement Maupeou,' which 
had been invented for getting edicts, particularly tax-edicts, ^ registered/ and 
made available in law, is dismissed, Turgot, made Controller-General of Finances 
('Chancellor of the Exchequer' and something more), August 24M, 1774, gives 

rise 
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tVA), That Sutn G«n»nil» Tk|rvrl/ firomlK<l l>«ror«, tltall 
•etaalif »t*<>mble In May neit, I’nxlainatlon {Avfvit tR/A), Thai ‘Tmatiry 
t’aymfnU bo konerforth thiro-lirtha in ra*k, t«o.fiAh< id pii<or,%— In othtr 
word*, that thoTmtory la fallrn Inaolrrnt. Lom/nls Uiortapon Imtnrdlalcly 
ilIimlMctli vltb Immpnao oxploalon of popular rojoUIn^, tnoro rlotoua than 
iiaua] ^«>rkrr, farourita cf all iko worl<), la ImtnfJUlrljr 24/*) r»- 

calld from SolUerUnd la aocrrod kim, and bo ‘I'aTloor of jran«o * 


ITTHl ^orftnhff — IWttnhrr 

Rfpond Con*ofal3on of tbe Solablea W*— /Vormlrr 12/*) by 

Norber, for iba ptirpoto of ■rttllnx *or, In varlooa raaontla] partlrolan, 
tbe ^lalea Ororral abatl bo held lor InaUnro Are Ike Thrro KaUtee to 
meet ai one DelibemUre Tody? Or aa Three, or Two) Above all, what 
la to bo the relative foree, In deeldinfr, of the llitrd RaUto or Lommonalty? 
NotabIi>a, aa other leu formal Aaaetnblaftea had doae and do, depart •itboot 
aettllnie any of the pointa In qaeatlon, moat polnta remain onaetUed, — 
rapetUily that of the Third batata and Ite relative foree Rleetlona be|na 
everywhere, ^anttary ITTO. Troablea of I ranee eeem now to bo al>o«t 
becomtnit Itevolution In hranre Commenrcment of the 'freneb nevolotlon * 
— benrerorth a phenomenon ahaarbltif: alt othcra fur mankind ~ta commonly 
dated here 


ITTO Jfejr-Jaae 

AaaemhllnC of ^tatea-Grnerat at \ eraalllei , rmeeailon to the Chorch of 
RL 1/outi there, itay 4/* Third Katate hae the ^atlon behind It, wtahea to bo 
a main element In the bnalnrM llopei and (led by VIraheao and other able 
head*) decide*, that It mnit bo the main clement of a1l,-~and will continue 
'inert,' and do nothinjr, till that tome about namely, till the other Two 
Fitatcf, Nobleeie and Clerjry, be Joined with It , In wbleh cosjanct atate It can 
outvote them, and may bwme what It wUhea. 'Inertia/ or the achemc of 
doln/t onlyharan^ee and adroit formalitlre, h adopted by It, adroitly perac 
vrred in, for leven wcehi much to the hope of France, to the alarm of 
Necker and the Court. 

Court drcldee to Intrrvrne Ilal] of Aeoemhly U found that (*!a/wnfejr Jane 
20/*), Third Eatato Deputiee take Oath, cclehrat^ 'Oath of IheTennleCeurt,’ 
In that emerjtency Fmotlon of Irrnch mankind. Monday Jana 22d, Court 
doea intervene, but with rerene effect Sfanet RoyaU, Royal Speech, flvlny 
open Intimation of moth aij^ntfiranee, ' If yon Three Eetatri cannot a^cree, I the 
Klnif will myaelf achieve the kappbcM ef my People * Nobleate and Uergy 
leave the Hall aIoB)f with Kln)c , Third Eatate remain* pondrrlnif thU lotlma 
tion. Enter Snpreme-Uaher de tlrdtd, to command departure, Mlrabeaoa 
fulminant word* to him exit De Rrei^, fruilleaa and «One,'amid tea* ef an^vy 
people * All I ranee on the ed(re of hhuini; out Court recoil* , Third Eatate, 
other Two tjowjolnlnjt It on order, triomph*, loeeeMful In every particular 
The Sute*-General are henceforth 'National Aaiemhly’, ealW In Booka 
ditUnctively 'ConiUtoent AMemhIy', that le, A**emhly met 'to make the 
Cenatltotion, — perfect Constitution, under which the French People mijjht 
realise their ^tillenniom. 
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1789. June--- July, 

Great hope, .great oxcitomont, great suspicion. Court terrors and plans : 
old ^Inreclml Broglie,— this is the Broglie who was young in the Seven- Years 
War ; sou of a Marshal Broglie, and grandson of another, who much filled the 
Newspapers in their time, Qardcs Fran^^aiscs at Paris need to bo confined to 
their quarters ; and cannot {June 2Qih), Sunday July 12^4, News that Necker 
is dismissed, and gone homewards overnight: panic terror of Paris, kindling 
into hot frenzy ; — ends in besieging the Bastille ; and in taking it, chiefly by 
infinite noise, the Qardcs Fran^axses at length mutely assisting in the rear, 
Bastille falls, ^liko the City of Jericho, by sound,' Tuesday July 14^/i, 1789, 
Kind of ^ firc-haptism ' to the Revolution; which continues insupprcssible 
thenceforth, and beyond hope of suppression. All France, ‘ns National Guards, 
to suppress Brigands and enemies to the making of the Constitution,' takes 
arms. 

1709, Axigust — October, 

Soipio Americanus, Mayor Bailly and ^ Patrollotism versus Patriotism' 
{August^ September), Hope, terror, suspicion, excitement, rising ever more, 
towards the transcendental pitch ; — continued scarcity of grain. Progress 
towards Fifth of October, called here ^Insurrection of Women.* Regiment de 
Flandro has come to Versailles (Sepfem?>er 23d) ; Officers have had a dinner 
{October 3d), with much demonstration and gesticulative foolery, of an anti- 
constitutional and monarchic character. Paris, semi-delirious, hears of it 
{Suxxday Oc/o6cr 4ffi), with endless emotion ; — next day, some ^ 10,000 women ' 
(men being under awe of ^Patrol lotism') march upon Versailles ; followed by 
endless miscollancous multitudes, and finally by Lafayette and National Guards. 
Phenomena and procedure there. Result is, they bring the Royal Family and 
National Assembly homo with them to Paris ; Paris thereafter Centre of the 
Revolution, and Ociofccr Five a memorable day, 

1709, October — December, 

^ First Emigration,' of certain higher Noblesse and Princes of the Blood ; 
which more or less continues through tho ensuing years, and at length on an 
altogether profuse scale. Much leg.nl inquiring and procedure as to Philippe 
d'Orleans and his (imaginary) concern in this Fifth of October ; who retires to 
England for a while, and is ill seen by the polito classes there. 


II.— THE CONSTITUTION 

{January 1790 — August 12th, 1792.) 

1790. 

Constitution -building, and its difficulties and accompaniments. Clubs, 
Journalisms ; advent of anarchic souls from every quarter of the world. 
February 4th, King's visit to Constituent Assembly ; emotion thereupon and 
National Oath, which flies over France. Progress of swearing it, detailed. 
General ^ Federation,* or mutual Oath of all Frenchmen, otherwise called 

^ Feast 
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llk« to too Uto for lh« FrdrriHon Juiy 22*/, 8ol»mn l*ro«Um» 

tlon lli»l the *< ountrjr N In Deoiter ' 

JufySm, PrurtUn tWUretJon of U er, aod Duke of IlfaniwIeV'e relehrated 
X|anlfe*lo, thrratenlni; Vranre **ltk mlllUrj eirrollon* if Itoyaitf were 
me) )Ie<t with the Utter bean date, (Wftilt, July 27/^,1702, in the name of 
hath h mperor and KInjr of IVumU. Ihike of Ilninawlrk commanda in chief 
Nephew (liitera M>ti) of Irederlck tie fireat, and hather of car unlaekjr 
‘Qneen (arollne’ lad aerreil rerjr jroanir, in ll » fteren kearaUar, onder 
hla father a l/rother, I’rtnre ferdinand, often (n ratnmand of dcUchmenta 
hlinttr or imailer, and had trained dUtlnctlon h j h e awift marehee, aodacU/ 
and hattle-eplrlt nerer hllherto rommandtd anj wide (jitem of operatlona, 
norcreraxatn till ](!0n, when he audJenljr roconntered min and death at the 
veiy atarllnir (Itattle of Jena, OrltUr IIM of that jear). Thia I rociamalion, 
which awoke endleM indignation In franca and much rrltlcUm In the world 
etiewhere, la vndrratooil to hare been prepared h/ other band a (french 
f mlttrant chlclip, who were alonic *lth hint in force), and to hare been altrned 
by the Ihike much atrainat hU will * Itulynr reepronce,' ' military eiecotlon/ 
and other tenni of orerbeirinir menace 1 ruiaUn Army, and Auitrtana from 
Netherliuda, are adranclntc in that humour f laraellleae, * who know bow to 
die,' arrlre in IVria (Ju^ dinner-arena In the C%a>irp* t]y»frt 

17K MjumI 

Indlirnitlon waiinp deapcrate at Paria Franca, boillntr with ability and will, 
tird up from defrndlntr Itaclf by ‘an Inactlra Gorcmmant (fatally nnabta to 
act). Serrrt roncfaree, ronnijtatlona of hlonlrlpality and Cfoha, l^aton 
underatood to he the prealdlnp irenlua there Letrliiatlre Aaaetnhiy U ItaeU 
plotllnjr and participant , no ether rouraa for IL Auyutl lOch, Lnireraa] Inaur 
rerUott of the Armed Population of 1 ana , Tullerlea farced, Swiu Goarda cut 
to pteeea, Klnir when cnee Ttoirnre waa Imminent, and before any act of 
riolenee, had with Queen and Dauphin aonpht ahelter in the liefrlilatire- 
Aaaemhty ffatL They continue there tilt Aujutf ISri (fHJay-ifoeifoj) Ilaten 
Inp to the debatea, in a reporter a hoc Are canducted thence to the Temple 
'aa IIottat'ea,'~Hio not pet out apatn except to die Leplilatlre Ataemhly haa 
iti Dceree ready, That in terma of the Conititntlon in anch alanninp criaU a 
Aatlono/ OmrenCioa (Parliament with abaolute pawera) ahall be alerted , Decree 
Uaued that same day, Auptu/ IWf, 171^ After which the LepiiUUre only 
watte In cxlitence till it he fulfliled 


III— TUP GUIILOTINF 

(Aujw/ 10 tl» 1702 — flctolrr A(i, 1705 .) 

(1702. AujUMt^Sfptmher) 

l*egUlatire contlnuea It* alttlnpa tili Ite Election be completed Enemy 
adrandop, with armed Lmlpranit, enter franco Luxembourg repion, take 
Lonpwy, almoat without rraUtance {Avgu$i 23<f), prepare to taka Verdun 

Anatriina 
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Atistrinns bcsicgiup Thionvillc ; cannot take it. Dumouriez seizes the Passes 
of Argonno^ Axigmt 29//i. Great agitation in Paris. Sunday September 2d 
and onwards till Thursday i)th, September Massacres : described Book I. cc. 4-G. 
Prussians have taken Verdun, September 2d {Sunday ^ wliilo the Massacres are 
beginning) : except on tbo score of provisions and of weather, little or no hin- 
drance. Dumouriez waiting in the Passes of Argonne. Prussians detained three 
weeks forcing these. Famine, and torrents of rain, Battle or Cannonade of 
Valmy 20//;): French do not fly, ns expected. Convention meets, 

September 22d, 1702 ; Legislative had sat till the day before, and now gives 
place to it : Republic decreed same day, Austrians, renouncing Thionville, 
besiege Lille {September 28//; — October 0//i); cannot; fashionable shaving-dish,' 
the splinter of a Lille bombshell, Prussians, drenched deep in mud, in dysen- 
tery and famine, are obliged to retreat; Goethe's account of it. Total failure 
of that Brunswick Enterprise. 


1702. December — 1703, January, 

Revolutionary activities in Paris and over France ; King shall be brought to 
^ trial.’ Trial of the King {Tuesday December llth — Sunday IGth), Three Votes 
{January 16//;-l7/A, 1703): Sentence, Death without respite. Executed, 
Monday January 21a/, 1703, morning about 10 o’clock, English Ambassador 
quits Paris ; French Ambassador ordered to quit England {January 24//;,) War 
between tbo two countries imminent. 


1703. February, 

Dumouriez, in rear of the retreating Austrians, has seized the whole 
Austrian Netherlands, in a month or less {November 4//; — 2d December last) ; 
and now holds that territory, February Ist, France declares IVar against 
England and Holland ; England declares in return, February llth : Dumouriez 
immediately invades Holland ; English, under Duke of York, go to the rescue ; 
rather successful at first. Committee of Salut Public (instituted January 21a/, 
day of tbo King’s Execution) the supreme Administrative Body at Paris, 


1703. March— July, 

Mutual quarrel of Parties once the King was struck down : Girondins or 
Limited ^ legal ' Republicans versus Mountain or Unlimited : their strifes 
detailed, Book HI. cc. 3, 7-0. \Var to Spain, March 7//i. Three Epochs in 
the wrestle of Girondins and Mountain ; first, March 10//;, when the GiroUdins 
fancy they are to bo ' Septembered ’ by the anarchic population : anarchic 
population docs demand ^Arrestment of Twenty-two’ by name, in return. 
Revolutionary Tribunal instituted, Danton’s contrivance that same day {March 
lO/h). Battle of Ncerwinden in Holland {March 18//i) ; Dumouriez, quite beaten, 
obliged to withdraw homewards faster and faster. Second Girondin Epoch, 
April 1st, when they broke with Danton. General Dumouriez, a kind o 
Girondin in his way, goes over to the Enemy {April Sd), Famine, or scarcity in 
all kinds ; Zata of Maximum (fixing a price on commodities). May 20tk, Third 
Girondin Epoch, ‘i7/a suprema dies* Convention begirt by Armed Sections 
VOL. II. 2 G 
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un4rr Ucnrlnt (®u>irfi^ 54), (ilfondini, th*Twnitjf l*o fttii! Mm# motr, 
pul 'uiidrr trrrot Intlirlr own Imuir*' t»n#Yrr out iKoln, but the rercrM, 
M tt prOYfJ 

UM J»Js 

IteYoll of the IVpartmrnt* In (ontf«]urnrF, %ho ere of Olrondln temper, 
their etlrmpt At (Iril ver Come* to nothin);, end* In *e mutual ehrlelt* (at 
\ eroon In Normandf , /u/y IStA) Charlotle (^rdap hai anaHinatM Marmt at 
l*arU two d*jr» b» fo n> (Surx rrfay /u/y I5/I). Great Itepuhliean renpranee* In 
conie<inrnce s Girondin Dcputle*, lUrbarouv, IVtlon, l/iuret, Ouadet, etc 
wander mined, dU)rul*eil orer France; the Twenty two, Ilrlwot, Aerimlawd, 
etc now Imprlaoned, await trial ; I yona and oil crGlruudin ClUca Vi be eljrnalJy 
pouUhed \alenelennw, heilej^ed by Uuke of York ilnce Slay, lurrctnlfra 
/afy 5(VA 

ITM. AvgV»t—0<tahfT 

Mountain, tlctorioai, reatln); on the * Forty four thonund Jacobin Clobe 
and MBnlcIpalltlee’ , Ita Mrere aummary procure rapidly dereloplny Ibelf 
into a *Be!({n of Terror ‘ Law of tha i*r/y Htut ^Seclionera to be paid for 
attending meetlnim), Danton'a Contrl ranee, ^uyuii S/A. Aoatriani force the 
Unee of tt elaaemboury, penetrate Into I ranee on the F.ait aide Dunkirk be- 
■lr|;cd by Duke eft ork {Aagvtt 554) Lyon* bombarded by Dnboi*^rtncd of tbe 
Mountain, ro«der>SIa);aa{ne explode* , Itarrire a I'roclamation of levy In Slaaa, 
‘ Iraneo riaen airalnit TyranU* (dwyual SJU). ' It evolutionary Army * (anarchic 
FoLce-force of the tlountaln), f^rmUrr S/M DA Iaw cf the Sutpect, 
Sfftenhfr \ Jlk Lyoni, after frlyhtful euS’erinyi, •urrender* to Duhol^-Crancd 
(OrteSci* 0/A) ‘To be raxed from the Elarth ’ Same day Gar*aa et Pan* a 
Girondin Deputy, captured In a itate of outlawry, I* * immedutely guillotined ' 
(Oc/oVr 0/A) fint Deputy who died In that manner 1 xecution of the Queen 
Marie Antoinette, It e4nr<4uy (Mebcr Dl/A I xecution of the Twenty two, after 
Dial of aome Irnjtth, ‘ Ifarttiltaitf luni; in el omi * at the icaffold (OWoAer 3l»f). 
~Xeneral Jourdan hat driven C>hour]r and the AnitrUm over the Sambre 
a);aln, OdoUr KUA (day of the Queen • death), Duke of Sork repulted from 
Dunkirk, ‘like to be twallowtd by the tide,’ a month before 

1703. Xtrttnbfr—lWtmbfr 

Reipt of Terror, and Terror the Order of the Day Fxecutlonof d Orldana 
£<alitd, AoecwiAer C/A, of Madame lloland, Aetwm&cr S/A, of Slayer Dallly, 
Aoerm^ 10/A. Godden of Ileaion (Srxt of them, at Paru) aallc into the 
Convention, aame day (koremiee 10/A) I’londer of Church e* , ‘Carmapaole 
complete* Convention * 77epre«en/ul/rea on Sllitlon’ SL Jott and Lehon, at 
Straaburj;, * Strip off your thoea , 10,000 paira wanted , likewlie 1000 bed*, — 
nnder way In 24 honri ’ ( A oermSee 27/A). SpanUh M ar, neglected hitherto, 
and not lucoetaful, may become Important? Toulon, dangerouily Girondin 
in dangerou* vicinity, Itood and the Lnglith and even ' Loui* xvtn.* there , la 
betieged, Napoleon aervlng In the Artillery , la captured, fVeemSer IWA ‘To 
be taxed from the Earth ' Carrier at Nanlea s A by night, aecond of 

them DecemAcr 14/A , become • Marriagee of the Loire,* and other horrore 

Lehon 
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Lcbon at Arras, Maignct at Orange. ^ Death poured out in great floods 
(vomic d grands flouy Linos of ^Feissenihourg, ^retaken by St. Just charging 
with Peasants* {ends the Year). 


170L 

^Revolution eating its own children : * the Hebertists guillotined, Anacharsis 
Clootz among them, March 2.Ath ; Danton himself and the Dantonists {April 3d), 
which is the acme of the process. Armies successful ; Pichegru in the Nether- 
lands; defeat of Austrians at Moneron, April 29ih; of Austrian Emperor at 
Turcoing, May IWi ; successes of Dugommicr against Spain (May 2Zd)i which 
continue in brilliant series, till the business ends, and he ends ^killed by a 
cannon-shot,* six months hence. June Howe*s Sea^victory ; and Fable of 
the Vevgeur, General Jourdnn : Battle of Fleurus, sore stroke against the 
Austrian Netherlands {Jtnie 2G^/i). 

Conspiracy of Mountain against Robespierre: Tallien and others desirous not 
to bo ' eaten.* Last scenes of Robespierre : Jzdy 2M {10 Thermidor, Year 2) 
guillotined with his Consorts ; — which, unexpectedly, ends the Reign of Terror. 
Victorious French Armies ; enter Cologne, October Qth ; masters of Spanish 
bulwarks (Dugommier shot), October V(th ; Duke of York and Dutch Stadtholder 
in a ruinous condition. Reaction against Robespierre : ^ whole Nation a Com- 
mittee of Mercy.* Jacobins Club assaulted by mob ; shut up, November lO^A- 
12M. Law of Maximum abolished, December 24fA. Duke of York gone 
homo; Pichegru and 70,000 overrun Holland; frost so hard, ^hussars can 
take ships.* 


1705. 

Stadtholder quits Holland, Jatiuary ; glad to get across to England : 
Spanish Cities ^ opening to the petard* (Rosas first, January and rapidly 
thereafter, till almost Madrid come in view). Continued downfall of Sans- 
# culottism. Effervescence of luxury ; La Cabarus ; Greek costumes ; Jeunesse 
Doric*, balls in flesh-coloured drawers. Sansculottism rises twice in Insurrec- 
tion ; both times in vain. Insurrection of Germinal 12 Germinal,* Year 3, 
April 1st, 1796); ends by Hwo blank cannon-shot* from Pichegru, 


1795. ApriUOciober. 

Prussia makes Peace of B?ilo (Basel) April 5th ; Spain, Peace of Bale a three 
months later. Armies everywhere successful : Catalogue of Victories and Con- 
quests hung up in the Convention Hall. Famine of the lower classes. Fouquier 
Tinville guillotined {May Hth). Insurrection of Prairial, the Second attempt of 
Sansculottism to recover power (' 1 Prairial, May 20th ) ; Deputy Feraud mas- 
sacred : — issues in the Disarming and Finishing of Sansculottism. Emigrant 
Invasion, in English ships, lands at Quiberon, and is blown to pieces {July 
15M-20/A) : La Vendee, which had before been three years in Revolt, is hereby 
kindled into a ^ Second* less important *Revoltof La Vendee,* which lasts some 
eight months. Reactionary ^Companies of Jesus,* * Companies of the Sun/ 
assassinating Jacobins in the Rhone Countries {July-^Augusty New Constitution : 

Directory 
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Dlrpctory »nd Coniuli,— .Twiv-lhlnl* of iho Contention |o b* ro-elerted Objee* 
ttoni to tbkt eUitie '^eetlon t/opelletler, and mlieelUneoui Dlwontented, 
rttoh It* Jnturreetlnn of Vmd/mlilre, IaiI of the InturrecUent 

(*1*1 VendMletre, Ye»r 4/ Oetot>rr Uk, 1703); tjaelled bjr Napoleon On 
wbleb ‘The netolution,* et deRtied here, end*,— Anertlilc Ooteninient, 
If ittll enarrhir, proceeilInK bjr eofler tnetbode then tbit of continued 
ini'irrectiou 
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asperated, sick, 94; secret scheme, 90; 
Bcliemo discovered, 97 ; arrests t^vo Parle* 
menteers, 100 ; bewildered, 104 ; desperate 
shifts by, 105; wishes for Ncchcr, 100; 
dismissed, and provided for, 107 ; his 
effigy burnt, 103. 

Brigands, the, origin of, i. 122; in Paris, 
123, 195 ; ii. 81 ; of Avignon, 60. 

Brissac, Duhe de, commands Constitutional 
Guard, ii. 43 ; disbanded, 84. 

Brissot, edits MonUcur^ i. 131 ; friend of 
Blacks, 287 ; in First Parliament, ii. 52 ; 
plans in 1792, 79 ; active in Assembly, 8G ; 
in Jacobins, 90 ; at Boland’s, 93 ; pelted 
in Assembly, 119; arrested, 298,. 313; 
trial of, 331 ; guillotined, 333. 

Brittany, commotions in, i. 13, 102, 119. 

Broglie, Jlarshal, against Plenary Court, 
i. 103; in command, 150, 1G2; in office, 
1G7 ; dismissed, 192. 

Bmnout, M., among Monads, i. 251. 

Bnmswick, Duke, marches on France, ii. 
100, 159 ; ad%*ancc8, Proclamation, 120-1 ; 
at Verdun, 168 ; at Argonne, 19G ; at 
Valmy, 201 ; retreats, 204. 

Buffon, Mmc. de, and Duke d’Ork^ans, i. 
91 ; at D’Orldans’ execution, ii. 342. 

Burke on French Kevolution, ii. 73. 

Buttafuoco, Napoleon’s letter to, i. 351. 

Buzot, in National Convention, ii. 194, 288 ; 
arrested, 298 ; retreats to Bordeaux, 312, 
323 ; end of, 335. 


Cx-inji^ origin of, i. 310. 

Cabanis, Physician to Mirabcau, i. 411. 
Cabarus, ^llle., and Tallicn, ii. 347 ; im- 
prisoned, urgent, 405; her soirees, 
423-8. 


Caen, Girondins at, iL 2lp, 313, 

Calendar, Borame’s new, ii. 317-20; compara- 
tive ground-scheme of, 319, 

Calonnc, de. Financier, character of, i. 
63 ; suavity and genius of, 69 ; his difficul- 
ties, 71, 73; at bay, 74; dismissed, 76; 
marriage and after^oorse, 76-7. 

C.*\U*ado^«, for Girondism, ii. 288- 
Camben, notice of, ih 54. 

Campan, JIme-, ilemoirs by, i. 25 n. 

Camus, Archivist, ii. 56; in National Con- 
vention, 203 ; with Dmnouriez, im- 
prisoned, 2S4. 

Candeille, JUle., Goddess of Beason, ii. 
360. 


Cannon, Siamese, i- 172; wooden, ii- ICO; 
fever, Goethe on, 200. 

Cant defined, i. 56. 

Carmagnole, costume, what, iL 347 ; dances 
in Convention, 350. 

Carnot, Hippolyte, notice of, iL 53; plan 
for Toulon. 352 ; busy, 363 ; discorery in 
Eobospierr^s pocket, 407. 

Carx>entras, against Avignon, iL 60. 

Carra, on plots for Kin^s Eight, i. 396; in 
National Convention, iL 194. 

Carrier, a EevolutionL^., L 294 ; in National 
Assembly, iL 195; Nantes royades, 3,1, 
353, 354; guillotined, 4^. 

Cartaux, General, Eghts Girtmdms, u- ^^5; 
at Toulon, 351. 


Castries, Duke do, duol with Ijamotb, J. 389. 

Cathclincau, of La VendeJe, ij. CO, 80. 

Cavaignac, Convention Bopresentative, il, 
3G9. 

Cazalds, Boyalist, i. 137 ; in Constituent 
Assembly, 209 ; patbctic, 281 ; duol with 
Bamavc, 388; in danger, il. IG ; emigrant, 
75, 

Cazotto, author of Viable Atnmircux, ii. 94 ; 
seized, 164 ; saved for a time by his 
daughter, 177. 

Ccrclo Social, of Fauchet, i. 283. 

Ccrutti, his funeral oration on hlirahcau, 

i. 414. 

Cevonnes, revolt of, ii. 80, 

Chabot, of Mountain, ii, 54 ; against Kings, 
154 ; imprisoned, 305. 

Chabray, Louison, at VcrpaillcH, October 
Fifth, i. 251, 25G. 

Chalicr, Jacobin, Lyons, ii. 2GG ; executed, 
308 ; body raised, 349-50. 

Clmmbou, Dr,, Mayor of Paris, ii, 223 ; 
retires, 212. 

Charnfort, Cynic, i, 113; arrested, suicide, 

ii, 395. 

Champ-de-Mars, Federation, i. 323 ; pre- 
parations for, 321, 330; accelerated by 
patriots, 331, 333; ancc^lotcs of, 332-3; 
Federation-seen 0 at, 336-43; funeral- 
service, Nanci, 370; riot, Patriot |K;tiUon, 
1791, ii. 40; new Federation, 1792, 92; 
enlisting in, 171. 

Champs Flysdcs, Mcnads at, i. 241; festi- 
vities in, 341. 

Chantilly Palace, a prison, ii. 340, 

Chappe’s Telegraph, ii. 3/0. 

Chant- Rastjgnac, Ahb(5 de, massacred, li, 
179. 

Charenton, Marscillesc at, ii. 124. 

Charlc®, Chemist, improves balloons, !. .62. 

Charles r., Trial of, sold in Paris, ii. 220. 

^arleville Artillery, i. 174. 

Chartres, grain-riot at, if, 223. 

Cb&tcaubriands in French Ilevolntiorj, ii, 
393. 

Cli^telet, Achille de, advices Be|mblic, ii. 
IG. 

Cliatil]oti-sur-&?rvre, insurrection at, ii. 16^1, 

Chaumette, notice of, L 293 (ii- 364) ; signs 
petition, ii. 40; in governing committee, 
156 ; at King^s trial, 235 ; hi* grandmother, 
2M ; daily demand* coarti tution, 309 ; 
on Feast of Bcason, 357. 360; arrested, 
jeered, 331; guillotined, 391. 

Cn^uvelin, Marquis de, in Ixmdon, iL 48; 
dismissed, 254. 

Chemi*!*, French, mventioru* of, IL 367. 

Chenaye, Baudin de la, matsaered, iL 180. 

Ch^er, Poet, and MBe. Th^roigne, ii. 

i Chepy, at Xa Force in HeptemVjr, ii. 181. 

I ^ert^rEeld, Lord, predicts French Kerolu- 
j tion, u Vj. 

: ChccieuI, Duke, why di?mi**ed. L 3, 

! Chcl»eul, Colonel Duke, arrirta Eight, 

j ii. 10, 19-20, 57 ; too Ute at T£renj;e:*,"31^ 

? ChedrL General, at Avignon, jL 63. 

’ Church, spiritual guidance, L 9 ; of Eome, 

< decay ^ 1I-X2; and phiXotophy, 37; 
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UbJ< mU, t$t } Itonitv <1 mJ ta 

il. f. 7 

rrvMb, Mtlr* vi I |i^Iy« L Vt 
CUlrftli, 0omm4o<)rr o( Auiuiuit, II 
UH 

CUrUr*. *J U L U1 1 Mcvnnt 

ef m, tlutiM >tlBl<ur II H1| 
»rT»«i*t r<Si mW 0» Bf, 3lfl. 

Ormdw*. kJofU • tSwlMi, iL 1(3. 

CtfiTT Irtnctu la HUto* 0«e*ral. L tlt| 
toMilUlon af ofjrn 111, IMt Joini 
T1ilr<t r^UI* IW IM. 131. 1 Uain, 
Bati<ni4ll <31 1 f^vtr vt 133 1 nnut la 
Uoo for r*t. 

Clannaat, 11 iltt af KInt Uroa|\ JL T<t, | 

IVaHltsi Df«r, 

taUt, oa Loult ■ lul »«aa*, la tSO 
IImu, AwhanU, lUra« •]*, B<>waat ef 
L rTi •cUmIi bamui »t>ad«, 3f*t dl»- 
of 3^1 la Nilkaiil IVibTto 
lion, 3f I { anlrorial TrtMiUta »f IL Ttt | 
vn BallitT of W' I PaiT«l from | 

th* JuoUna, 33f I ^'>3. 

rioTU. IntboCUntMla-Man. 1. 11 
Club. Vlttioni, at l-arl*. t lfi\ I'fl > b*- ' 
cemrarrerifionat Manldl^l I; 1 1 1 P" 
tnaarat, for anas tta., 18. 

Clabt M« llrvtoD, JiaiAlB, Ean<M. CW 


ciaxajr 31 m rinanoa Mlnljltr L i* 
OoblntU. Roralial Kmtmnu ai, U. CTi. €3 
"J-'Il. 

Cobearf anil Damoarln. IL f^L 
OocWra rtm, L 15* I tricolor, 1 * I black 
<3L 03t utionaL traiorlnL OL OSt 
•WU tJL 

OifinbaL Jad<r d*l icrt llrailot. IL -113. 
Colny itoko do, a olaMurUt. L ^ 

(\dIot, dilnboiat ara Ilrfbot*. 

OomxBorer BrwVobjMiMof til. 
OmminioMri OonTtnUoa, Lk* Klti^ IL 
3U3, 3CJL 

Omailtua ef Dcfmer ILlM,tfiO Central, 
m IT* imef M atchfulsma el rakllo 
BalraUon, »«, 1 *. e«, Kl, 3Q, 4*<)t 
ClTcnUref 159|of the OaB*tiiait<>B,Il<} 
Kevotationarr of Sectiona. KM; 

ReroIetlciDarj' b«aj 548, 

OrratnllUra, Forty font Ttxntaail, IL 
Onaaaae, Cooncil GrBcratol tbe U. ll*| 
PeTcrrlfit of Fiance, 133 ] mllrt D( 1 .j9^ 


Ooodo, Toan, tarrendeted, lu 313. 
CoodoTCct, JIarTalo, ed U J/oaJlcar L 13® 
C irmdat, U. M i>r»r*ite A I Irceo. f« 
on Robcajiltna, <*0 VanUbta, 3f* { dcatb 
of S35. 

Oonaacnce, leaden of t II 
Ooutltatioo, French, eoinpletcd, IL ft* 
»tUaottoarch.6^*0L *f j bant la riccee, 
1« n«* of 1*135. 31S, Sta 
Coaat tnUona, ho« badt, I fll 
Oimlnt 'toclal ace BoasKaiL 


Oonveotke, haUonal, la «bat ea*« to t>* 
■amraonal, IL 43 1 demandal by eomo 
A3 1 deUrmloal on. It3| eomtric, 1471 
l>r|.ut *e elected. lU, 1 19i I Cooetl 

tnleJ. rO motkioa In, r>l \ *«V to l*> 
done tilt bataL fm teneee. •Serrt* 
re nee of tl8| on fl*;<t«iober >l n e at T»«, 
tl9 1 rooed for 119 | try the Wnr, 011 1 
d«l«M oa irlaL *33 1 Inrlu to foroh, it^l 
ronJenn IcnU, 1(3 6 j armod C rowli*« 


aoad to ■ icnoe | I.rjif»e*ntatl»»». 
3r<| at I net of lire Sarefroe, 4'l'fl 
to M bnuheted* ♦'»5j rad ef lorboo- 
tderr#. 4<>l.4ll 416 t rTtreeieet of 4J* t* 1 
Wraal. llermlwl, l*raJrUl, 419 Ut Ca 


FarM, 3^13 I rube llarat, 3>l | «iaiBiM>L 
anr, rirrale-Lay * 

Cordef era nob. L »W i lIcTwrl In. IL 3Sl 
Conncit of AnciraU, of Jlr* Hoixlrcd, M 
413 

Coart, Chtealier d» and liU derier L 4'Xl 
tVoit, French 1 lenary LWL 1 rA lU, 
CbQlhon, of kloaalaiB, la IcfietaUTo, IL 
Al] In SaUmat OimrraUuo. PO] ot 
Lyocob 3>1 j in •laloi Commltlre. ZM ; bt* 
qantkra In JacoMne, 3S3; dreree on 
Mote, 401 1 armted. vierate^ 411. 416. 
CoTTRant, Scotch. L 31* 3t3t French. 31* 
3t3. 

Crlait,piiryaeeaad art of IL 1*3. 

CrruooL 3tar>|ai*e dc, (a Hot De<L IL 333. 
CalM, maancTOil at la Force iLl$a 
Carate* abol ehed, IL S ^ 

Cluey Clrsod a, rrtreaU to llorleaai (L 
31 1. 

CaeUne. Oencral. takca llralA 'to., IL tlO 
mreata. t*l | blain*,L 301, 31S I rtHW** 
tint<L kte ron niJotlMd, 316. 
Ctutome and morale, k 133. 

Dinar, Odanel Comte d# at 0*0111001, {a 
tdt at ^ arennea, 3L 
DwiLf(<rra, Gener^ klLed, it, 

Daapctaitin, Ckyta n, at riot In Rae St. 
Antoine, L lot on rtate of the Army 
350 1 on etate of France 3^1 1 at Arirnotn 
ILCSl onUamcilleer 116-1 

Dandoin*. captain, C rht to k arennea, iL 
tl-ti 

Danton. notice of L 13t, rtvaideai ef Cor 
dtl era, n( I aelir So, <34 1 and FUnt, 
Sol I eerred arith write, 301 1 In Cordelief* 
Clnk *J9 elected ConneUW fOOjlIii** 
heaaof ganecalotua. ILSt takcaprCMnie. 
*0 In Jaooblae, 90; for DcpoMtioii, 
114 1 nf Oamauttce. Anfoat Tenth, Itt. 
ir* Mnirteref Ja4Uoe,146.13 fair* 

twnr delaadace, 1 * after ^ptember 
Maeeacre, iJtj after Jemany^ **} 
and I.obe»rietr», *30; to VetherUndA 
SI t nt Kin|;’i trUL *14 ; on war *35 
rtbnkea Uaral, ST peaocroaker CG9 
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‘name be CT ; niul DiunotirJcr, 

VTi'; in H.ninl remmIUre, btrj\k« 

«ilh *JS<* ; kin Ifvw of I’orty 

n*l ; ftHii Ucvolntlonfir^’ Oovrnj* 
inent^ rw»3; nml Tnri^ ^!«nU•ip^Ulv, 

; Telirr*t to Atrif», TvS.^; rvmt 
UoWiplf rir, Ts^’* ; nrrmtnl, JvH7 • prUon* 
lhov!^!>t«, JVST ; trlnl of» CKS-f^l ; f;ull!o- 
tinen, noi ; clmnveifr, 

I*.*"!*!, Tnlnter, In Knliotinl Coiurntion, 
U, llO; vrnrVx t»y, IiTo* ; Iifinleek 
^Uh It«1>c*pirrTr, '1^''^. 

))<*.•»!)}, klnpl; l<!rA of, I. JO, 

Mlr«i»’'an on, I, 

pen^cvrAcv, on llunVcr Hitl, 1. 7 : rtirrAtJ of, 
in -tO. 47, lit. 

l‘rnnrr 

rira.irr, for J/nli^ li. V.VJ, vir,. 
f J'iftht I, 

('Aptain, In NaT'^I, i. 7'“*^ 

At V«rrrr.e«, li. H * ; 
^onl4 ll’c Jwirr. oX 

Prir^.n^ko^, CAn'iilr, of, L 1.'*.^; In 

AT:r,« At «!<' K'V, KA; M* 

title, v,^‘t ; on Jo«*'fTr^t!on of AVt 
* ; in ( ; nofl ^t. 
In r*>; In (Vnxrmtfrn, JOI; rm 

V*'! t on j It t«, j *n^* 
I^v?, X-*** ; (rr n t‘ * f rr-rrei, Tv'^I ; 

j5 l'xx»r <f t) I' »nt*H^rt, r-t; PN 
Jonrnxl, 7^'^!; vifr, r>r ; trUl of, 

T’"*''; yt.irr-tioe i, 17*1 ; pnllotUt'^t!. 

Tn. 

P Ph't, p”;* In 1. V'O. 

l>.f ro»7, k v*rx 

lKTr-*r^U. ir\u cf, il. 4M 
P.*^ 'K:* Art-r, rxl .r^ rf, 1. T'C X 
P-!l, P:,. fi5r--r? \ i. f P 
P":7’^t, (Jo- ftt li7<nt, ju r^i. 

»fo 

p7*„ *1, P, r't of, li. iTJ; ePr^n-rry 

r.f'yxitr i' frr'^V. tTi ; rs..*'^ Vji.-e: r,r^, 
V’'; I Pi»*xt li - I •' P'"'*. 1*7*; Kl» 

ri; l t'l >< inC^r. 

; 07*.““*^; ' r Ar*Vr.iLr», 771. 

P-’.X”?, Pit'-e. A* I P 7; 

P:.v K-ziMrP t:.-\ IP 

l.yt“ 1. 71-- 

P:;'i in J : 

Rt tr:'*. 

P r;.r - L*', ix. 7:. 

P.^P.V?. inl>rf-S L T'T. 

P.'r -?r G^-ral tt 77-^. 

7. '> 

vipr-! by 

P-r— .1. <:i r.i-ttVx-i, 4:x 

P'-'f- --.-r, i r, t 7; rf i.r., 

t/'i; P. J'r:i!^r.r/iJ. C ; I*. rr 
A* p't'trf. 17;* In Vf^V\ f* :**-* 

f- to r*rl*. ^'>; 

,• to Arr T. ‘J > ->7» 

f ^r. ir* ; '♦'.AvP' I’' C.i*f, n* ; 1 

3^7; (V/-;*.'''! of V.'tr, 3 '7*; 
Aw%r JTX Ort-Pr.'X 

it'*; *' 1 2t<f; A"i Its^l ,r 

Pcf:#, 'J^O : I'i 7'^*' '/i'''; 2.t 
r77 ; i-’. rs-r:», CC; 


tented, 251; reltrntB, VTl « tfnltor? 271, 
275 ; iK'iAtrn, 277 ; >vl!l Join t!te enemy* 
282 ; nrrcntfi Idn nrrealerf*, 2Ht ; r^cnpe>» to 
AURlrlAMP^ 2X\ 

I)«)>eiret, (Jirondln drftwn jtnord In Con* 
vcntlon, ii. 287 ; inpem aenled, (’Imrlollo 
Cordny, 813. 

PijjKnit, Pepnty, AlbeUl, {I. 211. 

Pn|K)rl, Adrlrti, In J’nrin J’orUrnent, I. Ml ; 
In Conatltnenl Araomldy, oho of n trio, 
210; 1 AW. reform or, 28 1. 

PnjK^jrlnil, In ofllce, I. 305. 

Piiro'foy, Iloyftll^ft, miflloilnod, II. 358. 

JJn''nulx, M^on tftkinjijof JlnHtJJJe, I. vW ri, ; 
notice of, ii. 185 ; 'xvjll derntt, 230. 

Pnterte, In oHice, 1. 305. 

Ki-<»r.wonTn, At.rf, nttmdn l/oui*, 11. 2.V); 
ftl execution of Iwouin, 252. 

Kdllor?, in 1783, I. 222, 

Pl^lftnllne, VftMre iV, In J^Atlorml Condon* 
tin!), il, H>I; ftMintn In PVxr CnUndnr, 
351H; injprij'ono'l, 383, 

KIrctlon for Htnl»-n Coneral, I. 117, 

j:iie. CApt., ftlMrreof li-iMillo, I. 381, 1W; 
After X ictory, 187, 

KlirRly-tii, rnnro**, filp'Kt Ut Vnrfnnr*, fl, 
13; AtipJft lOtfj, 133; In 7>fnpl/ J'rifon, 
2,'5; rmllo'.irjed^ 303^ 

Prr.l/TAj.t?, Jnw* A;*AJ:!»^t, J. -JOj ; ftrortt of, 

ii. 70; rrprn'^T.t of, 317; retrfAl vHh 

K:: irrr.'l'>o. f r»t Vrrnclj, I. ItO, 213 ; f'.'^ond, 
271, .'7o; iJ. rX 

Kr.rlRrd de/'txre-^ var cn rrAr.re^ li. 27>l, 
27*^; * Tc'jlon, 7il, 

K-rarr'l r.uK ilr, I 313. 

l/juantx , reip) of, j). V/j. 

»-:Tr7 IVtrict r, r.t Avi,'rr.on, IL C}. 

3>; il, Puval d’, |, 81; 

|sttriot, ;n J'af> 3*or!''Tr.'7.t, f>1, 

' 0**; ».!?. or*. *"71, t^l ; il.r^ir/x^rr JlrX* O' ■ 

) j’.'t, 17 : Arr**! A*d ^'f* 17*371; 

I l*:r?c/-yRl, HI; in Ce.-’^Jtit -*r.t Ar >’/'r*.LIr, 

I Iv ;c; "..Ixe-f, f5( ; 

^ IL 7' 3; ^0), 

; I>u.rr. d'. of. L 27.1; -Va, 

O-To-:*-!, 217, 27/.'; Ilo^xaPot, 270; 

J At T.'.sL ,P 5r^. 

Ti Ti, iz 3^M, L 333 ; It jr in 
' 3>7<. vXI CO, 3H. 335; l/>, 

17*5, K5 ; A oH'r 3 3 <7 ; 

3 <7-* : d^cliref *- Vy,' 
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Kimm. l'T(ae« itcnoubse* JmoIIoi, It 

HO. 

K«tl«rmana, *t \ timy It fOl 

hinfi *« U 9 1 tlitln* rifht e( 10, 

Kinfttip, l<«Un«o( In lnin««, I. 10 
KloivUtek oatuni mhI. 11. JU. 

Knot John, mntl t) • \ Inin. L 3*1 
KorlT lUroncM d« In n ght to ^ tmtit*, 
U. lOt U IHnntltTcmrwt 13. 

t tcnniT ®f SlonnUln it 91 
lArartn I'rrti lent e( Jaenbln*, >Ii<t«tn« 
lATeTfntan 1, IL 107 

lA!ir*U« bu«t of (ml*!, L ■(■*. 1W{ 
nrainit CnloUDv. '1 1 ilemnnJe bj In 
NuUHr*. '9 I ('rnmvtll (Inn lUoa, It’ll 
ItMlIll* tlma. ^ lev rml lent of V>tl mal 


B« [do-Amerinnue, T^)| thni>kr(i, ro 
wnninl. rrOt Ireoeh (lanMi UhI, VI1| 
to \eruitleo, t«tt M ^ eriwtltMi, >lf h 
(Vtolvr x^tl ■irenn ttio (InanK n9| 
lentUanl. 3I>}| on aboUlon of TItlea, 
yr t at chiain|Mlo->Un 1 etienllon 33~ 


uloqil, 11 1 1 m ini an<l ttarroepu, 1 1 at 
11 |ht from 't^llrrira, 11 1 after neap* of 
King 1(1 notrafoTamentj 4t) mirni, 
Ol lecUno of S'! doubtful agalDil 
Jacnbtsi. tfl l(Kb 111 I frultltu Jaarn*]r 
to I’aele. 110 [ to bo aootued t 113 1 B «a to 
Holland n't. 

loflotte prleon plot, tnfomer It 3^ (O'! 
lAta, It rar Jacobin, trillt Urale rbiUppo 

taos. 

IaII; dntbof L»t ^Tottnxlat 
lAinarche fuUlotlnoI, It 313. 
lAmank a, >1 raheau alcb at, t 110 
lanbaUa, I’rlnceaa de to jlngland. It 19 1 
Intrignea (or Repalwta, '1, 011 at 1 a 
loroo lUi niaaaacml I’” 

Lantbeae, PrlDM Bttacka Uiut procration, 
Jul/1 99 L1C9 

lAtneth in Conetitnenl Aaaemblp ooa of a 
trio, L tl0| brolhera, notlca of SSlt 
Jaeobina, SOil Charlea, duet »ilti Duka 
do Caatrlea, 3Il9 1 brothera bacotna conatl 
tnUonat It 37) Tbaodoro in Hratrarlia. 
ment, 

lAtnoIgnon. Keeper of Rrata, L *0, 90 01* t 
d atnlued, lOS | efflgp burned, aad dealK 
of 110 

lAmotto Couiiteaa de and Diamonit Keek 
lace, L &9| in tha ItalplUlIra, '0, IH 
J/Anoim bnmed, it t In London, 101 
3L de, la priaon, IM. ISO. 
lAmoontta, Abbd klaaof ltC9 guIllalln«L 
319 

Lanjulnala Girond n, clolbea tom, IL ; 

arraated. 799 1 recalled, l« 

Laot<m^ death by the, U 19" 

Lapdrouie, voyage of t 40. 

Laporte Intendast, guiUollned, it 133. 
Lnrleilre Jnatiee, imptiaoned, it 11*. 
Lamchejaancltn tnLA3end4e ItlGO death 
of 431 


lAoourea, aocuaea Danten, it «NI { peaslrlent 
and )t arat, *99 1 arraatad, *93 ) eondemnad, 
hUoarlnit 93* 

lAlour-llaabourg notloa of it 31 
lAunay Har^nla da, Ooremor of Ilaatllla 
U1 7) bealrfe,t, 1^] nnaaelalMl )RI| to 
blov np llaetllla, INl ( Diaiaaered, 18" 
tATrrgna, au rendera lamgvt H * 
lAroii er Cheinlat. guillctinad, ii Sttk 
Iav Hartlal, In 1*0^ L *9* | 11 41 { Hook 
of Uia Ifi 

lAvyrra, their inllumoa on tfa9 lATotution 
t lit oumher of In Tien Fut. 139s in 
rarllament llrat. it BI 
lAaare, llaieea da ttL ploitflrreil L 1*3 
IaIim at Btraabonr* It 3>VI | arreatAt 411 
Lalant, IVleat, in National Gmeanttoo 11 
19i I at Arraa. 3.’>i| guUloUnAt. 43H. 
lAbrvn, forger of Aaalgnota. it 
lAebapelltr, Dapuly an t tofuitaetlon of 
Wotatn, L tit. 

Uoolntra. Killohal )fa}or Lx33.t»)s *111 
not dual. X3I.S) aetlre, *93 1 la Flrat 
I arliaomt. It M. 

Lafirra Abbd dletnbates powder L 183 s 
in pmeeaakm 19*1 nearly banged, f (9 
Lereodra, IlDleher io langer ll 10<)| at 
Tnllarln riot. Infs In National Cooren 
tkm 194 1 againet GIrend na, T^l | (or 
IHnlon. 33" I lockt out Jaeoblaa, 413; In 
Flnt of rralrUt 44*. 

Lenfant. AbM, on l*rolfataBt claima, L 03{ 
mauaerad, it 1'9. 

Lrpailetlrr t aa* Ht, Fargeau. fSeetloo for 
Icnrantion, it Oit 41* | reeoU of In 
\ en<l4mlalre 4.A3. 

LattreoMle-Qtebel, and rarlameat of Faria, 

tot 

lovaeaeur In National Coneantlon, it 193 1 
Coneentlon ItepmentaUra, bt tldo-water 

IJaneoiirt. Duka da, LIberat L 140; not a 
raeolt, bnt a rveolatlon, 191 1 ttoyalMl, In 
Normandy It lit. 

Liberty on LSOlttreaof 341 1 It 103, 118 
and >>^ttal ty 03 1 fitatna of 31 
Lie*. l*h loaoj^inn on, L 11} to bu eilin 
guiahed, bo* 39 1 cant, a double po*<r 
of U 1 their doom. *16. 

Llgna, rrineode, leathof It 19" 

Lilia. Colonel tlougel de, Uariellleaa Hymn 

it 117 

Lille city beeleged. It *04. 

Unfuat, hie ImiiIUU Lnrttlnt, L 5" ) retutna, 
131 1 Iraee Me, It 8L 

Utentura, Ita lofluanoa on the Feeolntion 
I 14) in Franoa la 1 814^ M. 61 
93. 

Loan Hucceiatet, acbemaof L 89 
Loleerallea Gcnerat gnUlotiord for bia fon, 
U,4t4 

lamgwt turrendared, it 139-6* (ugitieea al 
l-aria, IM 

Lorda of tba Arllelci, Jaeoblaa aa, it 363. 
LomJna 14d4r4e and th# (Jnecn, L 335 
rUta of In 1790 35 

Loula are 1 Jut e eat mot t W booteil to 
Farlement, 90 puriuea Loneoia * tn 
tonga. It *16. 
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•t > ♦mtllr*, JO ftrrrtt#<! M eHfIn *f 
M , MtuT* of oormi^ M j »t 1 
jUM*. K-l ^ lUr»1 8 |>m m In bo* 


>Mmp« IKK oath anti IccUnttlon vi. 
flnntma of IHlni »ornc In an I 
lUmliut of D9 JCiO MniiKtmllM un 
lUr 113, lUTniooti* Ur C aniotln. 


tw 


potmUr iij, 

Wl ■Jrtii.hKa, ro. 

I'arirtnrntit, I rorlneUI. klbrroto TarlK, L 8t, 
VI Ttlicllloui, 0k,(K4 tlllnl 19/ (Tr*” 1 
drpntalloni of 104] nl lUtOiI IW [ 
*boii.b«j m 
rMl,tho,aDU«>r <I m 
J’attl amt 1 irf «<n br Bt Tlcrro t. St 
loIltKr llojrallit I'amphUlror tl lU. 

/•Jrf RJitorof I T9j lU iCi, 
Icrrtra, AValloon, acconst of 1 tM Im 
ptlwnKl, H 3 S 1 
r«rrtttio»i bloTiiJ** II ITS. 

1 ^tion, ar«oont of L 137 1 Doub Loltt. fSl ; 
anj 1) dIL 40| | to b* tnafor 4 K) | 

\arvnn«a,mMUKin( IL 33] an lluiTaltT 
SA, 130 1 at cloM of Auomb) j 4*' ] In 
t»n1on 4.4] JIapor of litrl*. fr* ] in 
TwrntlKlb Jana 107] luipatHlril. llli 
T«tDftat*<l llS|w*lM<in«a>lar*titlIna ]t3| 
Aar°>t Ttnth, In Tnllar aa, 130] rabukea 
Brptambarara, IK) | In ^al!oeal Cuottn 
lion 191 1 dacllDM najonhlp, m ] as 1 
bl* aloUn, Z*Siafaln«t bloanUlo r^** ] 
ratraat of to llortlaanT 311 13] tnl af 
S.T3. 

Wtlon, ^4tlonaJ nrjna, tbrlataDlng of IL 
DS. 

ratllion of famltblnit Francb, i 33] at 
Fatharlanda altar IL 40] of tb« >l£bt 
Tbonun I, IIKJ of waabarwotBan 
««. 

ratiUoni, on eapUra of Ktof II 39 ] lor 
dapoaltlon. ata. If* 

rb4rpr«aoK< pnrxad ont of tba Jacoblei IL 

rbltoaopbar In oflloo L 31 
rhitoaophai, Fronth, L 30 31 tfT 
rblloaopblutn, l&flarrtaa of on Itarolullon, 
L 1 4 ] vtiat It ha* don* wllh Cbnrtb, S' j 
with Hal (Ion CO] dlaappolntnant on 


rKhajm Qanaral, notion of IL 3~S ] In 
GarnilnaL 430. 

niia* fabrlaatad t *a« Ami | Faait of L 
3«t In 1793, 1U31V17 
rilniu, CODTantlon at, IL 74 
1*10 Utonr do. 1\ ar llinUttr L 300 3*0 
d amluad SOS. 

ntt, agalnit France IL 73 and OIroa 1 na, 
SS9| infiexible, 431 
rUcara Jeamali, L 303. 
in»ta,<ot Kini’i 6l(bl,L«3I 303. 391. 3^ (IL 
10-13}] earioat, of ArlKtoerata. October 
F-flh, <35. <13 RojaliiL of Fama and 
olhaio, <83 ] eartala, Tweiae bull n from 
Swiuerland 387 5» DlaltdaL nllU 
nian, 393 ] Jtlrahean an 1 Queen, 994 
noniarda, 40H ] llallet du I'an, 11 '0 
Kartionne *, 7< trace* of In Artnoir* d« 
Fer <33 agalnat 01 rend a a <*3; l)a*- 
Inoulln* on, <Mj by nttl 38< 393 
prlaon 39s; 401-3. 


! olirnan, I>nbt 1« a tlnaearlat, L Cl | die 
mta*a<l IWj at lUla <U) youn(ar In 
Ham. <13, 

rom|'l^ti, Fraal laatof ^alI nal Aa*a>mbly 

lonlanla. l-oyallal L 391 1 Day of 400. 

I oiNi l*tua »l etcotnmtirfcala* Tallayrand, 
ll (1| *r!(y of liorn*«L 7 
1‘ralrlal F rat to ThInI May «Vrf TM, 
li 4.T) 4.x 

l'r#«y at a ajo of I yona, iL3<3,8l4. 
l*ra»aBt, lha anifaar 11 rrt. 

IMaalbood ewtama* tbrown of? II W] 
eoatuma* In Oartnarnole 3.>9 
rrWlay.Dr riot *4^1111,11 74 nalara]l«*<l 
lo5; tIacU,) lohatlonal Conaeallon, 195. 
Frleau, daaldant, fatl!aata<l 11 <| mattr 
In Franco f(<t Antinational, banf*.!, 
113 I tblrly kltlad Itaar tbo AUiay* 174 , 
number alaln In Kajdemliar Itanacre 
If] to raoca* I/oaU, <18] drovaed at 
liaalea, 33| ] four humlred at aatbor 
40t 

Prlaona, Farlf, In Ilaallllo time L I'fl}] 
fulL Anrnat 1*9< IL V I nnmlwr of In 
Faria and In Franr* 314 1 atata of In 
Terror 4W-31 thlnnaul after Terror 411 
IMaon. AWaiy*, rrfrartory matnber* rent 
la, IL 33] Triapla Loul* rent ta. irt 
Abbay* 1‘HaaU kllta.1 near 1*5] U 
Force CJbllelat, aiu] Conderjerle maa* 
aacre* at, 1 54U 

rroaeMlon. of BuWOenmt tVaputlea, L 


of I^l* to trial, <33 ] at Cooatltutlot) «{ 
1*93. 3te. 

rroty Jacobin mi»«lonary IL <W, 1*3. 
rropbacy and Froillcle*, 1. 31X 


rrudbctntne Kditor 1, SOt] on aaaavlna, 
390 tnmeoat.lL3.VI] enCaTaIfnae,3C9n. 
Fniula, Frit* of L fO; afalnal Fra — " 


[‘allay e Ctrvi 
Quiberoii, i; 

Qrln unfoTilaable L 416. 

Qu4rauDJniary prieotirr In lUatRIe, L I*>a 

Qulberon. debarkation at, 11 43<. 

lUaaOT RL CtJannai. Francb Reformer L 
13*] In batlonal Conreiitkm, IL 194] In 
ComnilMlon of Twelra, <89 arraatad, 
<98; hide* betvecn two walla, SIS] 
mEltotlnad 345. 

Faynat. AbbJ rbHoaophe, LB* Cl] bla 
latter to Oonatitnent Aaaetcbly Tft. 

Reaaott, Ooddaaaof ti 340-1 

Itebeojul of ManalUei, IL 6-i ] In Xatlonal 
Con aen lion 194 again* t Robearlerro 

( Jfe4 *), WO ] relirea, <05 ] drowni him 
aatf soft 

Reding 8wl*» nataacrad. li 1*9 

Religion Chrlftian, and Freacli Rerolatlon, 




INDEX 


4S1 


Si, 337 y nbolishcd, 356-61 ; Clootz on, 357; 
a now, 360. 

Kemy, Cornet, at Clermont, ii, 26. 

EdnanU, Cecilo, to assassinate Eobcspierre, 
ii. 398. 

EiSnd, King, bequeathed Avignon to Pope, 
ii. G9. 

Rennes, riot in, i. 102. 

Rcmvick, last of Camcrouians, ii. 260. 
Repaire, Tnrdivct clu, Bod 3 ’guard, Fifth 
October, i, 263 ; rowarded, 393. , 

Ecprcsciitntton, double, of Tiers IJtat, i. 
115. 

Ecprcscntatzvo, Hereditary, i. 393. 
Representatives, Paris, Town, i. 221. 
Republic, French, first mention of, ii. 17 ; 
first year of, 193, 318; estabUsbed, 204, 
212 J universal, Clootz’s, 222; Girondin, 
277; one and indivisible, 285 ; its triumphs, 
429-33. 

Ecsson, Sieur, reports tiafayeito to Jaco- 
bins, ii. 110. 

R6veiUon, first balloon at house of, i. 62 ; 

house beset, destroyed, 121. 

Revolt, Paris in, i. 172; of Gardes Frau- 
eaiRCS, 174 ; becomes Revolution, 191 ; 
military, what, 347 ; of I^pcUetier section, 
ii. 449-63. . _ 

Revolution, French, causes of the, i. 13, 36^ 
53, 94; Lord Chesterfield on the, 15; not 
a Revolt, 191 ; meaning of the term, 201 ; 
whence it grow, 202 ; general commence- 
ment of, 214; editors, 222; prosperous 
characters in, 293 ; Philosophcs and, 299 ; 
state of army in, 347; progress of, 3iG, 
381; duelling in, 387; Republic decided 
on, ii. 16; European powers and, /3.5; 
Royalist opinion of, 78; cardinal move- 
ments in, 163; Danton and the, 291-- ; 
changes produced by the, ^09; and 
Atiieism, 241 ; effect of Kinfifs death on, 
260-8; Girondin idea of, sus- 

picion in, 291 ; like Saturn, 33o ; Terror 
and, 330; and Christian religion, dJZ; 
Revolutionary Committees, 279, 32o, 340 , 
Government doings in, 375*0 ; Robespierre 
essential to, 419 ; end of the Revolution, 
4o3. , , — 

Rheims, in September Massacre, ^ 

Richelieu, at death of Ixiuis .vv., i. lo, » 
death of, 111. 

Riquettia, the, i. 133. , .. 

Hiot, Paris, in May 1750, i- W ; Jf . 

1775), 35; at Palais do Just'fs 
triumphs, 109 ; of Euo ht. Aff ’ 

of July Fourtconth (1789), and Bastdlo 
178-91 ; at Strasburg, 
veto, 228; Veraaillcs, 

Fifth (1789), 237-07 ; uses 
AssemW, S92; Fwis. on Nawi a^^r, 

370; at Do Castries’ Hotel, theft, ^ , 
on flight of King’s Aunts, 397 , 
cenncl, 401; on King's P»P<’®';‘’A° 3 Sre 
to St. ’Cloud, it. 3; m Champ^de-Ha^, 
With sharp shot, 41, log. 

June, 1792 105; August Tenth, 

47; Grain, 222; Pans, at Theatw^ji® “ 
Kation, 242; selling Bugar, 2^ . ^ 2" 

raidor, 1794, 410-18; of Germinal, ^ 
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435; of Prairial, 439; final, of Veudd- 
miairo, 450-56. 

Kiouffc, Girondin, ii 311 ; to Bordeaux, 312; 
in prison, 323; on (loath of Giromlins, 
332 ; on Mmo. Roland, 3 12. 

Rivarol, staff of genius, ii. 70. 

Robespierre, Augustin, decreed accused, ii. 
411 ; fall of, guillotined, 417. 

Robespierre, Maximilicn, account of, i. 136 *, 
derided in Constituent Assembly, 210; 
Jacobin, 306, 385 ; incorruptible, on tii» of 
left, 385; elected public accuHcr, 400; 
after ICing’s flight, ii. 17 ; at close of 
Assembly, 4G ; at Arras, position of, 48 ; 
plans in 1792, 79 ; chief priest of Jacobins, 
91 ; invisible on August Tenth, 132 ; re- 
appears, 167; on Beptembor Massacre, 
187 ; in National Convention, 194 ; acouRoct 
by Girondins, 220; accused by Loiivet, 
230 ; acquitted, 231 ; on Mi rub can's bust, 
233 ; King's trial, 234, 245 ; Condorcet on, 
270; at Queen's trial, 329; in Salut 
Committee, 3G4 ; and Paris Municipality, 
364; embraces Danton, 382; Desmoulins 
and, 384; ami Danton, 386; Danton on, 
at trial, 389; his three scoundrels, 389; 
supreme, 392 ; to bo asRafisinated, 398 ; at 
Feast of Rtrc Supreme, 398-401 ; apoca- 
lyptic, ThtSot, 400, 405 ; on Couthon's plot- 
dccrcc, 401; reserved, 406; his schcmcH, 
406 ; fails in Convention, 407 ; applauded 
at Jacobins, 408 ; accused, 410 ; rescued, 
413; at Towuhall, declared out of law, 
414 ; half-killed, 416 ; guillotined, 417 ; 
essential to Revolution, 419- 

Rochambeau, one of Four Generals, i. 315; 
retires, ii. 98. 

Rochc-Aymou, Grand Almoner of Louis xv., 
i. 10, 24, 

Rochefoucault, Duke de la. Liberal, i. 140; 
President of Directory, ii. 112; killed, 
190. 

Rcedercr, Syndic, Fcuillant, ii. 104 ; C/iron- 
icle of Fift^ Days^ 106; on Fdddres Am- 
munition, 129 ; dilemma at Tuileries, 
August Tenth, 131, 138. 

Rohan, Cardinal, Diamond Necklace and, i 
58- 

Roland, Madame, notice of, at Lyons, !. 
320; narrative by, 322; in Pans, after 
Kin^a flight, ji- 17 ; and Barbaroux, 65 ; 
public dinners and basiness, 93 ; character 
of, 93 ; misgivinga of, 222 ; accused, 242 ; 
Girondins deciming, 270 ; arrested, 293 ; 
in priBom condemned, 342; guillotined, 
343. 

Roland, M., notice of, i 320 ; in Paris, Ii. 
65 ; ISlinistcr (no buckles}, 92 ; letter, and 
dismisHal of, 101; recalled, 140; decline 
of, 154; on September MaFsacres, 185; 
and Pache, 221; doings of, 222; resigns, 
253 ; fled, 298; suicide of, 344- 

Romme, in National Convention, ii, 194 ; in 
Oaeii prison, 301 ; his new Calendar, -317- 
20 ; in riot of Prairial, 1795, 441 ; suicide, 
443. 

Fvorac^, pursues the King, n. 18; at 
Varenne?, .32. 

Romrin, General of Revolutionary Army, 
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